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INTROPUpTION, 


To  excite  lerious  refl^cUpns  on  Ike  un^ 
sal^fyiBg  im4  tr^^nsitoiy  n^tture  of  t^qi^poral 
CDJcynient^;  fmd  to  pipmote  a  lively  concera 
§ur  t^e  ^tajoment  of  th^t  &licity^  which  will 
^  Qomplete  «afi  permaneot ;.  are  the  objecta. 
^^i  the  {mseat  p\iUieation. 


Fiety  wd  virtue^  abstractedly  consiflered;^ 
aie  truly  aiiuable>  aud  appear  worthy  of  our 
earnest  pursuit     Bat  whea  reeommended  by 
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the  lives  and  testimonies  of  eminent  persons^ 
who  have  known  the  world,  and  experienced 
the  emptiness  of  its  honours,  wealth,  and 
pleasures,  they  derive  additional  importances 
and  constrain  us  to  acknowledge,  that  the 
greatest  happiness  of  man  is  to  be  found  in 
religion. 


Among  the  most  important  blessings,  which 
the  Divine  Being  has  conferred  upon  mank 
kind,  may  be  numbered,  the  happy  display 
of  good  and  pious  examples.  In  every  age 
and  country,  perhaps'  in  almost  every  little 
district  throughout  the  earth,  he  has  placed 
some  of  his  faithful  servants,  or  returning 
prodigals,  to  bear  witness  of  his  power  and 
goodness,  and  to  encourage  others  to  a  life 
of  purity,  piety,  and  beneficence. 
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Xhe  following  pages  exhibit  a  few  of  those 
striking  examples.     In  the  quiet  hour  of  re- 
flection^    they  may  contribute   to   arrest    the 
careless  and  wandering;    to  animate  the  sin- 
cere and  virtuous;   and  to  alarm  those  who 
have  rgecte4  the  most  important  truths,  and 

who  contemQL  the  restraints  of    religion  and 
virtue,^ 


A  number  of  our  fellow- creatures^  of  diP 
ferent  periods^  countries,  and  conditions  in 
life>  standing  on  the  confines  of  mortality, 
and  bearing  a.  uniform  and  undisguised  testi- 
mony  to  the  power  and  excellence  of  religion* 
presents  a  solemn  and  interesting  spectacles 
With  the  prospect  of  immortality  before  them, 
wid  no  longer  influeneed    by  those  concerns 

and    passions  which   obscure    the  understand? 
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ing  and  harddi  the  )t^atl>  they  ti^ttSt  bft  Aip* 
posed  to  view  their  objects  throtigli  a  prdper 
medium,  and  to  speak  Ithe  lafigi:tege  o^  truth 
and  sobertaesis. 


May  the  important  testimonies  of  these 
preachers  of  righteousness,  leai  us  to  just 
and  seasonable  reflections  on  the  state  of  our 
own  minds;  and  produce  a  reverent  appli- 
cation to  our  heavenly  FatHer^^  for  the  aid 
of  his  Holy  Spirit,  to  enlighten  and  animate 
tis,  and  to  conduct  us  safely  through  the 
paths  of  life!  May  his  gracious  protection 
\>e  witnessed  at  the  close  oif  our  day,  when 
the  shadows  of  the  evening  shall  approach^ 
the  glittering  vanities  of  the  world  be  ob- 
scured, and  all  its  friendships  atid  resources 
1>e  found  unavailing. 
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In  that  awful  hour,  this  Divine  support  will 
preserve  us  firom  being  distressed  with  mourn- 
fill  retrospects  on  the  past^  or  with  gloomy 
apprehensions  of  what  is  to  come.  It  will 
also  afford  true  peace  and  resignation  of  mind ; 
and  enable  us  to  look  forward^  with  animating 
hope^  toward  those  happy  regions,  which 
shall  then  be  allotted  to  us  for  an  eternal 
inheritance. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


TO  THE  TBNTH  KDITION. 


The  tenth  edition  of  this  book  has  under- 
gone considerable  alterations.  Twenty  two 
characters^  comprising  near  a  hundred  pages, 
have  been  added  to  the  work ;  and  a  feif 
passages  of  inferior  importance^  or  not  im-* 
mediately  connected  with  the  design  of  it» 
have  been  omitted.  Almost  every  former  piece 
has  been  augmented  by  explanatory  matter  ^ 
and  the  language^  throughout,  carefully  cor- 
rected. The  work  is  regularly  divided;  and 
the  pieces  are  arranged  according  to  the  order 
of  time.  In  its  present  state,  the  compiler 
trusts  the  book  will  prove  more  acceptable 
to  persons    of   mature  years,    and   be  found 
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calculated  for  the  benefit  of  many  in  younger 
life.  As  it  contains  striking  and  animating 
views  of  piety  and  virtue^  and  strongly  re- 
commends  x\m  Cbristifln  religion,  he  hopes 
that  instructers  of  youth  will  deem  it  a  suit- 
able book  to  be  read^  occasionaUy,  by  the 
higher  classes  of  their  pupils.  It  is  of  the 
greatest  importance,  to  imprest  young  minds 
with  favourable  sentiments  of  religion  and 
goodness;  and  to  make  them  feel,  that  every 
other' attatnmetit  ought  to  be  subordinate  ip 
a  preparation  for  future  happiness. 


To  render  the  work  more  instructive,  as 
wdl  as  more  interesting,  the  compiler  hsa^ 
intrnduced  into  this  e£tion,  many  impor* 
tant  moral  sentiments,  and  a  considerable 
portion  of  us^fhl,  biographical  information. 
These  introductory  narratives  wMl,  he  trusts, 
fee  tMni  intimat^y  tsonnected  with  the  chief 
4esign  rf  <fce  work.     They  gratify  curiosity. 
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respecting  the  general  character  of  the  per- 
sons whose  solemn  sentiments  are  exhibited; 
they  confer  additional  importance  on  the  tes- 
timonies in  favour  of  religion;  and  they  re- 
lieve the  mind  from  the  effect^  which  a  sac« 
cession  of  deeply  serious  matter  would  occa- 
sion. 


HoLDCATB,  near  York,  1 801. 
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•     SECtTON  1.     -  . 

THE  PATRIARCH  JOB. 

LHIS  venerable  patriarch,  ivas  so  eminent  an 
instance  of  th^  power  of  religion  on  the  mind^ 
under  the  most  trying  afflictions,  that  a  short 
account  of  him  may  properly  introduce  these 
memoirs. 

In  the  first  part  of  his  days,  this  distinguished 
person  was  "  the  greatest  of  all  the  men  of  the 
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East/'  Hisi  possessions  were  large;  his  famny 
was  numerous  and  flourishing;  his  own  cha^ 
racter  was  fair  and  blameless :  yet  this  person  it 
pleased  God  to  visit  with  extraordinary  reverse9' 
o£  Ibrtune;  tk  was  robbect  of  his  whole  sub- 
stance. His  sons  and  daughters  all  perished  ^ 
and  he  himself>  fallen,  from  his  high  estate^  child<* 
less  and  reduced  to  poverty^  Was  smitten  with: 
uore  disease.  His  firiendis  came  about  bim^  seeor* 
iogly  with  the  purpose  of  admiiu8terii^<omfin?t  $ 
biiit^  from  a  harsh  aad  ill-founded  coostraetton  ol^ 
the  intention  of  Ptovidence,  in  his  4isaalers^  they 
onljs  added. to  tus*  8orrows>  by  unjust  Kpbraiding« 

In  distress  so  poignanit^  what  was  the  temper 
of  this  good  man  ?  l^ully  peteuaded  that  all  bless^ 
ings  come  from  Ood^  idni  hfit^  a  tight  to  with-« 
hold  or  distribute  them>  dts  he  sees  be&t^lH 
piously  exclnittist  **  The  Lewrd  gave,  and  the- 
Lord  hath  taken  a#ay  (  bl^ed. be  the  Aame  K>t 
the  Lord  r* 

Te  his  other  ealanuties,  this  domestic  affiiclibn^ 
was  added,  that  his  wife,  who  ought  to  have 
soothed  and  alleviated  his  sorrows,  provoked  his 
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hidignation,  by  an  impidus  speeclf:  Whtft  flrm^ 
ness  and  resignation  &re  iharked  in  his  answer 
to  her !  "  Thou  spi^akeift  as  on^  of  the  focrfish 
women  speal^th.  tV^hat !  shall-  we  receive  ^ood 
at  the  handf  df  God,  and  shall  we  not  receive 
evil?"  Though  he  forcibly  felt  the  deplorable 
bbtiditiM  16  Urhicih  he.\v&^  reduced,  and  ifibst 
Jklthfeticdl^  dtescHbed  and  bewailed  iti  yet  ho 
^kmb(t  bf  \Divifte  Ooodnessi  rtb  murmur  ag-feirist 
PfbMeht^,  XvaS  feaiSfered  b  rise  in  his  mihd. 
**  Itl  all  this  Job  ^nned  hot  with  his  fipsi  nor 
ehkt-gerf  God  tooTisiiiy/* 

At  lengthj  the  gOodfteSrof  thit  God  whoih  he 
SftrV^d,  ktid  M^6  had  secfetly  supported  hirh 
^tftiSiei  all  fciS  Suflfefritfg*i  broke  fcrth  bpon  him 
With  Ittcirettifed  inergy;  and>  like  ^  cheering  sntt 
dispersing  the  surrounding  gloom,  again  glad- 
dened his  heart  with  retuitiing  peace  and  pros^ 
fecity.  His  riches  weVe  restdr^  to  him  two- 
Toid.  The  IbSS  of  his  former  ihildreri  was  re- 
^airfed  by  jl^nevV  otfsprihg.  His  name  became 
a^dti  reiToWned  in  ffi6  feast  ^  "  and  the  latter 
ind  df  Jot)  ivas  more  blessed  than  the  begin- 
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SECTION  II. 


SOLOMON, 


Solomon  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  and 
extraordinary  characters  mentioned  in  the  sacred 
Scriptures.  The  advice  which  this  prince  re« 
ceived  from  his  father  David,  a  short  time  before 
hi$  decease,  is  very  remarkable;  and  doubtless 
made  a  deep  impression  onliis  mind:  ^<  Thou, 
Solomon,  my  son,  know  thou  the  God  of  thy 
father  ^  and  serve  him  with  a  perfect  heart,  and 
with  a  willing  mind :  for  the  Lord  searcheth  all 
hearts.  If  thou  seek  him,  he  will  be  found  of 
thee:  but  if  thou  forsake  him,  he  will  cast  thee 
off  for  ever,'* 

it 

This  king  having  made  a  great  and  solemn 
offering  to  God,  soon  after  his  accession  to  the 
throne>  the  Lord  was  well  pleased  with  his  piety 
and  zeal;  and  desired  him  to  ^^  ask  what  he 
should  give  him.'*  Humbled  under  the  sense  of 
the  goodm^  of  God  to  him,  and  of  his  incapa* 
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tity  to  govern  so  numerous'  a  people,  he  de* 
ciared  that  <^  he  was  but  a. little  child :"'  and, 
instead  of  Hches,  and  honour,  and'  length  of 
days,  he  desired  that  God  %ouid  bestow  upon 
him  wisdom  and  knowledge,  that  he  might  pru^ 
dently  and  kappily  rule  the  nation  over  which 
he  had  placed  him.  This  choice  was  so  much 
lipproved  by  the  Almighty,  that  he  gave  him  a 
wise  and  understanding^  heaf t,  and  added  piohesi 

and  honour  to  the  gift« 

.  •    - 

Solomon  was  directed  by  God  to  build  him  af 
ieinple  at  Jerusalem;  atd  this  order  he^  feiitb- 
fully  executed.  The  prayer  which  be  made  at 
the  dedication  of  this  grand  edifice,  bi*eathes  the 
Ittost  devouft  and  •bum&Ie' disposition;  and  thef 
most  ardent  desire  for  the  true  happiness  of  his 
j>edple.  One  can  scarcely  ever  perusfe  It,  with- 
out feeling  a  degree  of  that  pious  ardour,  which 
pervaded  and  animated  the  breast  of  the  royal 
supplicant,  on  this  solemn  occasion. 

% 

This  illustrious  prince;  bt  one  pferiod  M  his. 
life,  flattered*  himself 'with  great  enjoyments  from 
the  world.     He  sought  for,  and.  obtained,  all  the 
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m^^s  of  fUami^i  ^u^  fwn4  ¥vmif,  ip  tht 

f»ii  &^9i\}y  diis»pppiat?d.  Tbfl  w^lH  of  ^bl9 
search  and  exp^rimf^,  ho  gii^v^i  qs,  ii^  |;|ie$fl[ 
.lacmoraUa  Jine^    ^  {said  4a  mil  <b«ai^>  ^  wft 

^,  halwWI  4his  also  1^  y^ty-  Jwa^agr^ 
gardens  ?ind  qrohafds,  and  plaq^d  t?«»Bst  19  ||[i§p 

a 

of  ^\{  kiods  of  frqtU.    I  pfopuF^d  mi^mt^  mA 

maidens;  I  gathee^d  sUvef  and  gpld^  mA  %}m 
peculiar  treasure  of  kings.  I  obtained  men  aii4 
l^Qmm  si»ger6,  aod  4lie  d9%bti^  of  tk^  sqng,  of 
men,  a^  nnusioaj  instromeftt^,  1^  these  fif  9^ 
SQtrt$.    So  I  waft  gre^t;,  a^  ifiqreagpA  ^ofe  thftd 

all  tb^t  weiR^  h^f ^  me  io  J^r^snAeist;  i^  ikIi^i^ 
CTer  my  qjr*«  d^^wosd,  I  l^ept  i^  firow  tlMWa 

look^  on  the  WQXk&  vfHch  my  band*.  Ii^^ 
wrought  J  aind,  be^ojd!  ^1]  «as  vam^y  ^i^  v<»o 
fttioa  qf  spirili** 

After  l^bis  full  persuasion,  tbat  re^  happi^eaa 
\9^s  pot  to  be  fojind  jia  senanal  pl^fisure.  or 
worldly  honc^uFs,  1^  iqwfilx^des,  wijth  s^tenvilji 
^9Popunei)^(^jng  |)iety  .^pd,  yirtM^  as  th©  gi^al 
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Ejects  for  which  we  were  brought  into  being  i 
wid  which  will  not  only  yield  the  best  enjoy* 
4nents  of  Hfe^  but  wiH  support  us  in  that  day, 
when  we  must  make  up  our  final  account. 
<*  Fear  Ged,  and  ie/cp  his  commandments. 
This  is  the  whole  duty  of  man.  For  God  will 
Bring  every  work  into  judgment^  whether  it  be 
good  ot  whether  it  be  evih** 

^  When  we  reflect/'  says  Dr.  Bfsir,  ••  on  the 
eharaeter  ef  him  who  ddiiveired  these  sentiments, 
we  cannot  but  admit  that  they  deserve  ai  serious 
and  attentive  eacaminatlotx^  For  they  are  riot 
tfaedeclaraftian»:of  a  pedant,  who,  from  an  ob-^. 
iscure  retirement,  declaims  against  pleasures 
^ich  he  never  knew.  TJi^y  ar^  not  the  in- 
vectives of  a  discontented  man,  who  takes  re- 
venge upon  the  worlds  by  satirising  those  enJ.oy- 
ments  which  he  sought  in  vain  ta  obtain^  They 
are  4he  conclusions  of  a  great  and  pcosperous 
prince,  who  had  once  glvea  CuH  scope  to  his. 
d^ires;  who  wa&  thoroughly  ac^j^uainted  witli 
life  in  its  most  flattering  scenes;  ai»i  who  now^i, 
reviewing  all  that  he  had  enjoyed^  delivers  to  iii 
ihe  result  of  k)ng^experience,;aajd.  tiiied  wisdonu'*^ 

a  4 
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CYRUS. 


i  * 


*  > 


Cyrus  m^y  justly  be  considered  as  the  mostj 
accomplished  prince  that  we  read  of  in  profane 

* 

history.  He  was  possessed  of  wisdom,  modera- 
tion^  magnanimity ;  a  genius  for  fonning,  and 
prudence  for  escecuting,  iht  g^e^it^st .  designs^ 
Of  this  extraordinary  p^rsgn^  the  Almighty  s^i^  j 
"He  is  my  shepherd^  and  shall  perform  ail  p^y. 
pleasure:"  and  he  was  accordingly  made  use  p^ 
as  an  eminent  instrument  tc^  punish  wicked  xia* 
tions,  and  to  promote  the  Divine  will  respecting 
the  children  of  IsraeU 

"^Vhen  this  great  prince  perceived  the  ap-. 
proach  of  deathji  he  ordered  his  d^iiiixem  .ap^d, 
the  chief  pfficers  of  state,  to  be  asseo^^  around 

-  ■  *      '    *  • 

him.  On  l^his  occasion,  the  influence  of  religioi^ 
on  his  heart  w^  very  conspicuous.  He  solepmly 
thanked  the  Supreine  Being  for  9II  the  &VQursr 
h^  h^  poxiferred  upon  him^,  through  the  course 
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of  his  life;  implored  the  same  care  and  proteo« 

tion  for  his  children,  his  coimtrj,  and  his  friends; 

and  declared  hia  eldest  son,  Cambysea,  \iis  mic^ 

^es»or,  leaving  the  other  several  very  comider* 

able  govemmehts.     He  give  excellent  inslrac- 

tioi^  to  both  c^  them.    He  observed,  that  the 

f^hief  strength  >  and  support  of  the  throne^  were 

tiot  vast  extent  of  country,  number  of  forces^ 

nor  immense  riches,  but  just  veneration  towards 

God,  good  understanding  between  brethren,  and 

the  acqi^isition  of  true  and  faithful  friends.    ^  I 

<poiyure  you,  therefore,"    said  he,   "  my  deai^ 

children^  in  the  name  of  Heaven,  to  respect  and 

love  one  another,  if  you ,  retain  any  desire  to 

please,  me  for  the  future.    For  I  do  not  think 

you  will  judge  me  to  have  no  existence,  because 

you  wOi  not  3ee  mie  afier  my  death*    You  have 

never  yet.  seen  my.  soul:  you  must,  however, 

have  known  by  its  acticms,  th^t  it  really  existed; 

Canyon  believe,  that,  honours  would  stiU  be  paid 

to  persons,  whose  bodies  are  now  but  ashies,  if 

their  souls  had, no  longer  any  being  or  power? 

No,  no^  my  sons ;  I  could  never  believe  that  the 

soul  lived  only  whilst  in  a  mortal  body,  and  died 

when  separated  from  it.    But  if  I  mistake,  and 
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wAkiag  a£  me  shatt  Bemain  aftdr  death,  few  tlie 
Peity>.  m^o  nw^  die*,  who  lees  aU  things,  aii4 
whose  |K3^wdr  ift  iosfinite.  (Fcpar  hiiil ;  aad  leb  diat 
(#«[!  pto^t  .yoft  ffKHft  emr  doing,  m4M>^ni»mg 
io  do^  anjv  ^iag  cooia^ry  to  reiigiflii  and  ^^irtua. 
^CjKtr  to  hi«!i^  £Bar  uankiad/  and  thd  ages.  t» 
4fmfi^  Ydd'  dannot  ha  barkd  ia  cAacsntly :  yoQ 
aFe,^8^<iaed  Ht^n  a^rand  theatre  tatho  Tiew  of 
Ih^i  WMdd.  if  your  actiom  ape  upright  a^d  beiie^ 
f^«qtt«  he  asauoed  th^  wiR  augment  j^mr  power 
tod  glesy.  With  Mgavd  to  my  body,  n^  sons,, 
^hw  life  ha^  forsaken  it,  eactose  it  neither  VA 
geSd  *  1I0S  sHwrf  nor  m  ^ny^  ellher  matter  wfaalh 
«ien  Beataiw  it  kniiie<i|iastely  to  the  earth.^ 
Feroeivii^  himself  to  he^  at  tite  point  of  deatb,^ 
^e  coDoIqded  with  these  wMdaiii  ^  Adieu*,  deait 
ehiMne&X  May  yow  Uvea  he  happy  I  Carry  myt 
Is^  remenifarance  to  ymie^iiiatbep.  Aoi^  yoif«. 
,4liy  fsdthlul.  friends^  those  absent?  ae  weH'  as  those 
that  SM^  present!,  receive  tbis  htft  farewelll'  Mky 
]fo\v  li^e  in  peace  l'^*'  After  he  had^  said  ^is,  he 
^oi;«r^  bis  face  and.  died,  greatly  fomented^  by 
tJl^e  Wk\\o^  over  wiKMii>  be  had  nrigned^ 
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^as  bora  iatheiingdafB  of  Lon^  S5l  years  b^fot^ 
the  Christiaa  era.  When  a  ehildj  he  bad  a  grave 
jtad  aerioufi  depQitment,  wbieh  gamed  faiot  ra* 
specif  and  plahily  foretold  wbafc  fae  wauU  ooa 
ifty  he.  But  he  «aa  most  distinguished  by  bia 
imprnpapled  and  csalMd  piety «  H^  hoaoofed  bia 
actional  be  ^dei^ronred  m  all  (biogs  to  imitate 
im  gcandi^Mberj^  wii^  wa$  tk^n  alive  ia  Chiaa^ 
^Hjui  a  wjr  pieias  «aa :  and  it  wm  ohaeinrableA 
ItMl  b«  »eiKr  em  aay  th^egi.  bat  he  prostrated 
)aaw^f  upon  the  ground^  and  offered  it  first  fo 
the  Supreme  Lord  of  beavco.  One  day,  white  be 
was  adHld,  hefaeard  his  grandfather  fetch  a  dee|| 
iigh;  aad  going  up  to  him  with muchrevereDce^ 
f  *  May  I  presome/'  said  he^  ^^  without  losing  (ha 
reBpeot  I  owe  you,  to  inquire  into  the  occasion  of 
jl^our  grief  ^  iPerhaps  you  fear  that  j'our  posterity 
jwiJl  d^feneoate  from  5^nr  virtue,  and  dislionour 
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you  by  their  vices,  *  *  "  What  put  this  thought  into 
your  head^"  said  the  old  man  to  him ;  ^^and  where 
have  you  learned  to  speak  after  this  manner  ? " 

•*  From  yourself,"  replied  Confucius ;  "  I  attend 

f.     '  ■>■'.*-     -  ■ 

diligently  to  you  every  time  you  speak ;  audi 

liave  often  heard  you  say,  that  a  son,  who  does 

lidt  by  his  virtue  support  the  glory  of  his  anc^s^ 

tors,  does  not  deserve  to  bear  their  iiaxhe/^ 
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^  ..At  twenty-three  years  of  age,,  when  he  had 

gfiined  a  considerable  knowledge  of  antiquity,^ 

J  ■♦  •,"■■■■ 

imd  acquainted  himself  with  the  laws  and  customs 
othts^coantry,  he  ptojected'al  scheme  for  £|  g^ier^t 
reformation  of  mann«4^«  Wisely  persuaded  that 
the  people  could  not  behappy,.soIong  asava* 
l^ice,  lucnbiticm,  voluptuousness,  and  false  policy ^ 
feigned  aipiongst  them,  he  thoiight  it  mctatibeffl' 
upon  him  to  recommend  a  severe  morality;  and/ 
accordingly,  he  began  to  enforce  temperance,; 
justice,  and  Qthier  virtues  i  to  inspire'  a  cobtempt 
of  riQhes,  parade,  and  splendour ;  and  to.  exbite 
^uch  an  elevation  p(  mitid,  as  would  render  men 
incapable  of  dissimulation  and  ipsinceoty.  In 
short,  he  used  all  the  rne^q^  he  could  think  of,  to 
i^edeem  his  CQuntryoieji  £^om  %  life  of  {Measure  to  a 


Kfe  of  reason.    He  was  erery  wherfe  kndwn^  and 
lus  universally  beloved :  bis  extensive  leiiniing  and 
great  wisdom,  soon  made  bim  known }  bis  integdty 
andtbe  splendour  of  bis  virtues,  made  him  belovkl. 
Kings  were  governed  by  bb  counsels,  and  the 
people  reverenced  bim  as  a  saint. '   The  good 
e£fbcts  of  his  ejtample  and  admonitions  were, 
however,  but  temporary.     He  lived  in  times 
when  rebellion,  wars,  and  tumults,  raged  through- 
out the  empire.    Men  had  little  leisure,  and 
less  inclination,  to  listen  to  bis  philosophy }  for, 
jas  we  have  observed,  they  were  ambitious,  ava» 
licious,  and  voluptuous.:   Hence  he  often  met 
with  ill-treatment  and   reproachful  language  $ 
mid  it  is  said  that  conspiracies  were  formed 
against  his  lifei  Co  which  may  be  added,  that  his 
neglect  of  his  own  pecuniary  interests  had  re- 
deced  him  to  extreme  poverty.    Some  philoso- 
phers  among  his  contemporaries  were  so  affected 
with  the  sad  state  of  things,  that  they  retired 
into  the  mountains  and  deserts,  thinking  that 
happiness  could  no  where  be  found,  but  in  seclu* 
siou  from  society.     In  vain  they  endeavoured  to 
persuade  Confucius  to  follow  their  example :  ^^  I 
am  a  man/*  said  he>  *^  and  cannot  separate  my- 
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fdl  ^om  tli«  96eiet]r  of  meoi  knd  cofiSOrt 
.Janata.    t»&  m  the  timts  bre>  i'  &hikl  &6  all  f 
<riai  to  rteali  meA  <d   tfrttmj    for  itt  ifirtwt 

it^  stud  so&mit  themi^i^s  lb  itB  cHscifytine  imir 
fewfl^  thl^  w0ultt  not  want  cbd  or  aiTjf  iHody  g)Si6^ 
to  iftstmct  thfifrhi  B  is  fhe  duty  of  k  ttehcli^f 
ftrH  tapeileot  hiililelf^  and  then  tor|)e^ect<itheri. 
Ktimflift  ]kaAitr«r  <$htne  t6  «s  from  Heaten  piircT 
Imd  irtthovft  defdct ;  1)ttt  in  praeess  df  tiM#, 
igftoraais0^the  passioni^^  mUd  e^il  eskmpleU)  t&¥- 
mpted  itw  Reformation  toiistists  in  fwlonng  ^ 
t&  its  prtmitite  beanty  :  to  bfe  pisffedt^  we  must 
re^fascend  t(Hh^  point  frote  wfiich  W6  hit*e  fallen. 
Tjeb  Hi  obey  Heaven.  Let  6tir  rela«5njr  atid  not- 
tfUr  amsds^  be  thte  jmhbf  tour  Conduct  3  fot  rear 
.jon  witt  teach  u»  to  think  wiselyi^  tfo  spebfc  pro- 
deiitlj^j>and  t*l  behave  oorarfro^wof tbilf  tijitm  all 
eocasiantii'' 

fccSrfncititi  dirf  tm  ceatetb  t?aYfel  ftbMity  iti€S6 
all  th^  giK)^  in  his  pbW^r-  H6  ^ftfh^d  ttiitiy  flis^- 
fcipfes,  tyho  betame  strorigly  attached  both  to  hia 
i>ersott  iitid  his  (ioctrihS.  Th^sd  W  ketit  ititfe 
IKfierent  parts  of  the  empire^  to  prdmote  refotma- 
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turn  0I  BMiAeftB  amongst  tim  ptoph^  AH  fcb^ 
ihstractMskis  MFere  eaft>tee«l  bgr  iNi  o#n  ^ttM^ilew 
He  wlis  TCUiaiiiaMe  far  htt  ghivit^  imd  sebrielj^ 
bis  rigbrtos  dbstliieaoe^  Us  ctOBtdmpt  tif  riebe% 
and  what  are  commonly  called  the  goods  of  this 
fife;  for  litis  tsoitHWil  att^litioii «b4  fiH^^ 
wet  has  actidis;  and^  abovtf  iJi^ibr  His  ufaiiieModF 
modesty  aiid  bwniltty.  He  is  #aid  4o  ha^e  liradf 
Ihrte  yeieirs  in  retireoieiit ;  aod  to  hae  Kptttt  Hie 
ifttter  part  of  his  Ufe  ia^  sorrow.  A  4^  dajfis  bet 
lereliistlMtilbiessi  he  told  his  discliples^  with  tMMt 
in  his  ey^  tiiat  he  was  overcome  with  grief  a^ 
the  sight  of  the  disorders  Which  prerailed  ia  the 
imipire:  ^' The  mountain/'  sakl  he,  <<  is  fallen;, 
the  high  machine  is  demolished,  and  the  sages 
are  all  fled."  His  meaniitg  was,  that  the  edifice 
of  perfection,  which  he  had  endestvoilred  to  raise^ 
was  entirely  oterthrownv  He  began' to  langtrisl^ 
from  that  time ;  and-  a  few  days  before  his  death 
expressed  himself  th»:  "The  kings  reject  my 
maxims ;  and  since  T  am  no  longer  usefuf'on  the 
earth,  I  ought  not  to  regmet  leaving  it."  After 
these  words  he  fell  into  a  lethargy;  and,  at  the 
end  of  seven  days,  expired  in  the  arms  of  his  dis- 
ciples, in  the  seventy-third  year  of  his  age.  Upon 
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the  fiist  hearing  of  his  death,  the  prince  who  ^heti 
reigned  in  the  kingdom  of  Lou,  could  not  refrain 
from  tears :  *^  God  is  not  satisfied  with  me/'  crie^ 
Jhe,  ^'  since  he  has  taken  away  Confiicius/' 


^  Wise  tad  good  men  are  indeed  predons  gifts^ 
"with  which  heaven  blesses  the  earth  >  and  their 
"worth  is  sddoin  justly  appreciated  till  after  theif 
idec^ftse.  Cohrucius  was  lamented  by  the^  whole 
empire.  He  was  honoured  as  a  saint ;  and  so 
high  a  v^ieration  was  entertained  for  hirmemory, 
ttiat  it  will  scarcely  ever  be  effaced  in  those  parts 
of  the  world. 
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Socrates,  the  greatest  of  the  aocieiit  heattoa 
.^hifosDphers,  was  bom  about  A6^  ye^irs  before 
the  Christiatif  era.  His  sentimetus  and  conduct 
we***  ^^  rtiany  respects^  very  *5tc€fletit,  and  Mm^ 
maiid  dur  admiratioii.  He  wlis  blessed  with  ex- 
traordinary talents,  which  were  improved  by  att 
the  learning  that  the  age  in  which  he  lived  could 
afford:  and  he  appe&tred  at  Athens  under  the 
respectable  character  of  a  good  cilizen,  a  true 
philosophei^,  and  a  wis6  instrncfer. 

« 

^  Cohviiiced  that  philosophy  is  vahiable^  not  as 
itfarhrshes  curibu^  qu<sslHons  for  the  schools,  but 
as  it  provides*  nie&with  a  law  of  life,  Socrates  cen- 
^urM  his  predecessor^  for  spending  ail  their,  time, 
in  at)§trose  researches  iAto  nature,  a*id  taking  no 
pains  to  reitder  themselves  useful  to  mankind. 
His  favourite  mactim  was,  "  Whatevier  is  above 
Us,  does^  notijoncefrn  tis."-  'Hw  gtoab  object  in 
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all  his  conferences  and  discourses,  was,  to  lead 
men  into  an  acquaintance  with  themselves;  to 
convince  them  of  their  errors ;  to  inspire  them 
with  the  love  of  virtue  ;;and  to  furnish,  them  Mfith 
useful  moral  insftriacUQns.  )[%  tfcjese.  benevolent 
labours,  he  was  indefatigable.,  He,  commum^ 
cated  his  instructkms,  not  only  when  be.waa  in 
the  chair,  and  at  set  hours  of  discHWse,  b«t  even 
in  his  amusements .;  when  be  was  at  his  me^ls; 
in  the  canip  or  market;  and,  finally,  ^rh^n  he 
was  in  prison :  thus  making  every  place  a  school 
of  virtue.  ,   ...  'r  .,'•,..■ 


/./•■-•  11. 


Through  his  whole  life,  this  good  man  dis- 
covered a  miiid  superior  to  the  attractions  of 
wealth  and  power.  Contrary  to  the  general 
practice  of  the  preceptors  of  his  time,  he  in- 
structed his  pupils,  without  receiving  fro^n  diem 
any  gratuity.  He  frequently  refused  rich  pre- 
sents. The  chief  men  of  Athens  were  his 
stewards :  they  sent  him  provisions,  as  they 
apprehended  he  wanted  them.  He  took  vvhat 
his  present  necessities  required,  and  returned  the 
rest.  Observing,  at  a  particular  time,  the  nume- 
FOtW  articles  of  luxury  which  were  exposed  to 
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sale  at  Athens,  he  exclaimed;   ^<' How  many, 
things  are  here  which  I  do  not  want  T*  , 

His  intrepid  virtue,  and  the  severity  with 
which  he  reproved  vice,  produced  the  hatred  of 
men  whose  principles  and  conduct  were  the  re* 
verse  of  his  own.    He  was  maliciously  accused 

•     •  •  '  ■  • 

of  corropting  the  youth,  and  of  despising  reli- 
gion; istnd  was,  with  singular  injustice,  con- 
demned to  die.  Before  the  trial,  bis  chief 
accuser  sent  him  a  private  message,  assuring 
him  that  if  he  would  desist  from  censoring  his 
conduct,  the  accusation  should  be  withdrawn. 
But  Socrates  reftised  to  comply  with  so  degra- 
ding  a  condition  ;  and,  with  his  usual  integrity, 
replied ; '  "  Whilst  I  live  I  will  never  disguise 
the  truth,  nor  speak  otherwise  than  my  duty 
requires." 

After  the  sentence  was  passed^  be  was  sent  to 
prison,  where  he  lay  iu  fetters  thirty  days.  lu 
this  long  interval,  with  the  prospect  of  death 
continually  before  him,  he  did  not  cease  to 
enjoy  that  profound  tranquillity  of  mind,  which 
his  friends  had  always  admired  in  him.     He 

C2 


efitertainfed  thein  with  the  same  cheerftil  temper, 
which  he  hard  ever  maiiHestedr  and  Crito  ob- 
serves, that  the  evening  before  his  death,  he 
^ept  as  peacefuHy  as  at  anjr  other  time.  On 
the  day  assigned  for  him  to  die,  his^  friends  re- 
paired early  to  the  prison.  They  found  him,- 
ivith  his  chains  off,  sitting  by  his  wife^  who 
held  one  of  his  children  \h  her  arm^.  As  sboa. 
as  she  perceived  them,  she  made  the  prison 
resound  with  her  cries.  Socrates,  that  the  trait- 
<|uillity  of  his  tast  moments  might  not  be  dis- 
turbed  by  unavailing  lamentations,  reqttested 
that  she  might  be  conducted  home.  With  the 
most  frantic  expressions  of  grief  she  left  the 

j>nson. 

■ 

» 

An  interesting  conversation  then  passed  be- 
tween Socrates  and  his  friends,  which  chiefly 
turned  upon  the  immortality  of  the  soul.  In  the 
course  of  this  conversation,  he  expressed  his  dis- 

•  ■ 

approbation  of  the  practice  of  suicide*;  and 
assured  his  friends  that  his  chief  support,  in  his 
present  situation,  was  an  expectation,  though 
not  unmixed  with  doubt,  of  a  happy  existence 
after  death.     "  It  would  be  inexcusable  in  me,** 
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said  be^  '^  to  deiipise  death,  if  I  were  pot  per-* 
«uded  that  it  iviil  conduct  me  into  the  pre-, 
sence  of  the  gods,  who  are  tlie  most  righteoua 
goremors^  and  into  the  society  of  just  and  good^ 

men :  but  I  derive  confidence  from  the  hopej^ 
that  something  of  man  remains  after  death  i  and 
that  the  condition  of  good  men  will  then  bQ 
much  better  than  that  of  the  bad/' 

Towards  the  dose  of  the  day,  he  retired  into 
aa  adfoittibg  apartment  to  bathe ;  hifi  friends,  in 
the  mean  time,  depressing  to  one  another  their 
grief  at  the  prospect  of  losing  00  excellent  a 
lather,  and  being  left  to  pass  the  rest  of  their 
day6»  in  the  ^solitary  state  of  orphans.  After  a 
short  tnterml,  4«uring  which  he  gave  some  neces^ 
tery  itistfiictions  k>  his  domestics^  and  took  hi^ 
b»t  lure  of  bis  childreii^  the  attendant  of  th^ 
prison  informed  him,  that  the  time  for  drinking 
the  poison  was  come.  The  executioner,  tliough 
accustomed  to  such  scenes,  shed  tears  as  he  pre- 
sented the  fatal  cup.  Socrates  received  it  wkh- 
otttcbao^  of  countenance,  or  the  least  degree 
^  perturbation.  Then,  oifering  up  a. prayer^ 
that  he  i|)ight  have .  a  prober ous  passage  iiito^ 
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the  invisible  world,  with  perfect  composure  he 
swallowed  the  poisonous  draught.  His  friends 
around  him  burst  into  tears.  Socrates  aldhe 
remained  unmoved.  He  upbraided  their  pusil- 
lanimity; and  entreated  them  to  exerciise  a 
manly  constancy,  worthy  of  the  friends  of  virtue. 
«  What  are  you  doing?"  said  he  to  them;  ** I 
wonder  at  you.  O!  what  is  become  of  your 
virtue  ?  was  it  not  for  fear  of  their  falling  into 
these  weaknesses  that  I  sent  away  the  women  ? 
I  have  always  heard  that  we  ought  to  Axe'  peac6« 
ably,  and  blessing  the  gods.  Be  at  ease,  I'  beg 
of  you ;  and  show  more  firihness  and  r^olutron.^ 
He  continued  walking  till  the  efailli^g  operation 
of  the  hemlock  obliged  him  to  lie  down  upon 
his  bed.  After  remaining  a  short  time  in  this 
situation,  he  covered  himself  with  his  cloak^imd 
expired.  Such  was  the  fate  of  the  virtu^ms 
Socrates!  **  A  story,'*  says  Cicero,  *«ivhich  I 
never  read  without  tears.** 

It  was  not  till  some  time  after  the  death  of 
this  great  map,  that  the  people  of  Athens  p^r* 
ceived  their  injustice,  and  began  to  repent  of 
It,     Their  hatred  being   satisfied  ^  1|ieir  pre- 
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lices  reaioyed^  _^nd  time  having  given  them 
an  opportunity  for  .  reflection  i  the  notorious 
ioiqqity  of  tbe  sentence  appeared  in  all  its 
horcors*,  No^hii^g^  ^as  tieard,  throughout  the 
city,  but. discourses  in  favour  of  Socrates.  The 
Academy,  the  Lyceum,  private  houses,  public 
Walks,/ and  market  places,  seemed  still  to  re- 
^ho  the  sound  of  his  loved  voice.     "Here/* 

s^  they,  <*  be  formed  our  youth;  and  taught 

ouriplimdr^  to  l^ve  th^ir  country,  and  to  honour 
th^r  .p4rjen,ts.    In  this  place,   he  gave  us  his 
admirable  lemons ;  and  sometimes  made  us  sea- 
sonaU^  reprpachps^  jto  ^sngage  us  more  warmly 
ia  the  pursuit,  of  yirt/qie.  ^AJ^s!  how  have  we 
rewarded  him  for  those  important  services  !'* 
Athens  was  io  universal   niourninjj^  and  con- 
sternati«B.   ;  The   schools  were,   shut   up,   and 
all  exerci^s :  ^u^pfnded.     The  accusers   were 
.pumsh^d    for    tlie    innocent    bipod    they  had 
caused  to  be  shed ;  and  the  regard  and  grati- 
tude  of  the  Athenians   towards  this  excellent 
man,  rose  to  the^  highest  degree  of  Veneration, 
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Many  other  instances:  miglit  have  been  giren^ 
of  heathens  who,  by  their  actions  and  discoiirscsi 
appear  to  have  been  iinder  the'  influence  of  re^ 
}igioh ;  but,  in  paganism,  we  find  light  so  mixed 
with  darkness,  religion  and  truth  so  blendfed  iirith 
superstition  and  error,  that  the  minds  of  Chrtet- 
ians  will  be  less  edified  by  examples  of  this  kind; 
than  by  those  which  exhibit  piety  and  virtue^ 
enlightened  by  the  rays  of  the  Gospel,  and  ani<^ 
mated  by  the  assurance  it  gives  of  a  happy 
jnunortalitv.  We  shsdl  therefore  confine  our^ 
selves,  in  the  succeeding  pages  of  this  work,  to 
instances  of  the  power  of  religion  on  the  minds 
of  persons,  who  have  lived  under  the  Christian 
dispensation* 

It  is,  however,  to  the  MidnS  and  benevol^nfe 
mind,  a  source  of  thankfulness,  to  believe'  that 
the  Divine  Goodness  extends  itself  towands  the 
upright  in  heart  of  every  age  and  every  couoitiyi 
All  mankind  are,  indeed,  the  ehildren  of  one 
beneficent  Parent,  who  will  judge  them  i  by  the 
degree  of  light,  and  the  law,  which  it  has  pleased 
him  to  afford  them.    But  whilst  we  indulge  this 
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charitable  sentiment^  it  behooves  us^  who>  as 
Christians,  are  distinguished  by  pre-eminent 
advantages,  to  improve  tbem  faithfully,  to  the 
honour  of  the  Great  Giver,  the  good  of  maloldnd^ 
and  the  e£fic&tioii  of  ottr  own  'souIs» 


I 
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This exc^ent  man  lived  in  the  Appstolic. age; 
.and  was  remarkable  jfor  his  ^  faiUi^  hij,  wisdQiii> 
and  an  eminent  portion  of  the  Holy  $pirit^  which 
it  had  pleased  God  to  bestow  upon  him.  De- 
voted to  the  service  of  his  Divide  Master.. and 
<  anxious  to  promote  the  eternal  happiness  of 
men,  he  laboured  fervently  to  extend  the  belief, 
and  the  ble$si|igs,  of  thcLGospeL.  .  ..These  endea- 
vours were  rexidered  successful,  by  the  support 
i»f  his  Lord ;  who  ^aj^lei^  hjm  to  confirm  his 
Divine  missicm^  by  il^  nuracl^  which  he^  per- 
formed  among  the  people.      ) 

But  the  pious  exertions  of  this  upright  and 
benevolent  man,  for  the  happiness  of  others^ 
could  not  secure  him  frpm  the  malice  and  oppo- 
sition of  his  enemies,  who  were  influenced  by  a 
far  different  spirit.  When  these  adversaries  of 
true  religion,  found  themselves  unable  to  resist 
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^^  the  wisdom  and  the  spirit  by  which  Stephen 
spake^"  they  soboraed  witnesses  to  .dedare  fidse* 
hoods^  and  to  charge  him  ^h  blasphemy^  before 
the  council »  On  this  occasion,  his  innocence* 
and  the  sustaining  pow^r  of  his  Lord  and 
Master,  were  eminently  conspicuous :  for  whi)st 
*^  they  who  sat  in  council  looked  steadfastly  oa 
him,  they  saw  his  face  as  it  had  been  the  face 
of  an  angel." 

'  In  a  speech  of  great  simplicity  and  energy, 
and  which  marked  the  undaunted  firmness  of 
his  mind,  he  defended  the  sacred  cause  which 
he  had  espoused.  He  gave  a  concise,  but  com^ 
prehensive  history  bf  the  dealings  of  God.  with 
the  Jewish  nation ;  and  iset  forth  their  repeated 
provocations,  disobedience,  and  ingratitude,  ,aiid 
the  unmerited  goodness  and,  mercy  of  their 
'Divine  Lawgiver :  and  concluded  with  observing, 
that  they  themselves  had  been  the  betrayers  and 
•murderers  of  the  Just  One,  the  Lord. and  Saviou^ 
of  the  world.  This  faithful  nemonstrance,  instead 
of  affecting  them  with  humiliation  and  sorrow,  for 
their  heinous  transgression,  excited  the  bitterest 
resentment  against  this  firm  and  zealous  Christian* 
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«'  The^  were  cut  to  ihe  hearty  and  gnadhed  om 
hini  with  fchelr  teeth/'  At  this  moinent,  Steplmiir 
was  ahimated  by  an  extraordioary  interpositioa 
of  Divine  power.  ^*  Full  of  the  Holy  Spirit^  h& 
looked  up  steadfaistly  into  hearen^  ftnd  saw  the 
^Oty  of  God,  and  Jesus  staodiiig  on  the  right 

* 

haitid  of  G€d>"  This  miraculous  vision  he  coa^ 
mu^itated  to  the  councit  and  peoples  which 
80  enraged  these  unhappy  creatures,  *<  that  the|r 
stopped  their  ears,  and  ran  upon  him  with  one 
aoooni^  and  cast  him  out  of  the  city,  and  stoned 
him.'^  Whilst  they  wece  empkiyed  m  thia 
AMlfderousdeedY  the  faith  of  St^hea  remaineijL 
unsfaed^en.  ^^He  called  4^on  God>  and  saidt, 
<iLoid  Jesus  receive  my  spirit  I"'  Far  from 
feding  the  least  twentment  towards  these  violenfe 
uod  wkkicd  men;,  ^  he  kneeled  dowo»  and  cried 
vith  a  loud  vokey^  Ldid,  lay  not  thisiua  to  their 
charge  1*  "-^Whal  u  glorious  triiiBiph  was  thiii 
of  idigion>  the  pure  and  benigii  •^religion  of 
Christ,  over  the  pafisions  of  liiimtei  nature^  and 
the  malevcdedoe  of  evii  spirits  3 


I  • 


i  -99  y 


i.  . 


SECTION  VIT# 

THE  APOSTLE  PAUL. 

-  -  ♦  , 

This  emment  ftposlle  »  supposed  to  hav« 
been  bom  about  two  years*  before  wxt  Saviour. 
He  was  a  natire  of  Tarsu9  in  CilFcia,  and  a 
Pharisee  by  profession.  The  sthMi^  poirera  of 
tnind  which  he  possessed,  were  greatljjr  improved 
by  education.  His  parents  seal-  bim .  early  to 
Jerusalem,  where  he  studied  the  law,  at  the 
ftet  of  Gamalid,  a  doctor  of  high  reputation ; 
"Under  wiiose  directions  he  made  a  gpreat  progress 
in  his  stvdies  9  saA  afterwards  b^aoie  very 
«eatous  t&c  u  strict  cbsenrance  of  ,the  kw  of 
Bffoses.  But  bis  nesl  carried  bim  to  great  ex- 
eesses.  He  persecsted  the  ehoi^di  of  Christ 
fn  the  most  violetit  maimer.  He  entered  into 
the  houses  of  the  Christians,  and. drew  out  by 
force  both  men-  and  wcnnen,  loaded  them^  with 
chains,  and  sqnt  tiiani  to^  prispn.  He  s^rclied 
for  them  even  in  the  Synagogues;  ^here.'he 
caused  them  to  be  beaten  with  rods,  and  com^ 
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pelled  them  to  blaspheme  die  name  of  Je«u« 
Christ. 

In  the  mkUt  of  this  mad  knd  destructive  career, 
he  was  arrested  by-  a  mirftcnloos  appearance  of 
that  gracious  Beifag,  w*iose  religioo  he  wished 
to  extirpate  i  and  who  addr«»ed  him  in  dwsse 
farming  exprcsssions :  "  I  am  Jesus  of  Nazareth, 
whom  thou  persecutest."  Struck  to  the  ground* 
and  humbled  under  a  deep  sensse  of  the  etMW* 
nrity  of  his  conduct,  he  cried  out, «  Loid^  whaA 
MOouIdst  thou  have  me  to  do  ?"  .  ^  - -'- ^ 

•  ■ «  ■ 

From  this  period,  he  became  ^tWiferfely  and 
earnestly  devoted  to  the  servj^ce  Of  his  Divine 
Redeemer;  whb,  in  his  unseapchable  wisdorti 
and  mercy,  inade  frim  an  eminefit  iiMtmwei* 
in  establishing  his  church  among  the  Gentilesi 
The  same  zealous  and  ardent  temper,  by  which 
he  had  been  distinguished  when  attached  1& 
Judaism,  being  now  influenced  and  dirceWed-by 
Divine  grace,  was  entirely  converted  to  the  Isily- 
purpbse  <)f  proptigatrng  the  Gospel'^  .peace  and 
satvatiottv 
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in  this  most  benevdent  work^  he  was  indefa-; 
tigable.  No  labour  or  fatigue  discouraged  him : 
no  enemies  or  danger  appalled  him.  Having; 
been  assured  of  the  mercy .  and  forgiveness  of 
his  Lord}  ^id  aainit^ed  b^  th(^{fefu?.of  his  love, 
and  of  the  unmerited  honour  of  beiog  employed 
in  his  service  i  Fsml  devpted  al)  i^is  poiyers,  and 
made  >  every  sacrifioe,  to  prpinpte.  the  blesse^ 
oause  in  whiiph  he  had  engaged*  He  thought 
thi!*  hei  cpifid  nf&ver  suflliciently  s^rye  t^  Master, 
whp  ha4;beea ;,so  gracious,  an^  boimtiful  to 
him.*  *       :.   r.  .. 


*  <  I  !      .' 


V'l 


Thei^vfjiiy  of 5 his  |0gen  and  ^pcvet  opposers, 
ibe  rari^93  distfes^,.  a^d  afilic^tipni?  ^e  encoun- 
J^e4i,BetU0iiO^]yJfi/in(fj^^  t|x^  ardour  of  his 
fj$im.p<ur4suki;...^he.^^  f^ithwith  which  he 

was,  endued^  rausedhim  al>oye^^l  temporal  con- 
sidf^i^tions.    "  We  af^  ^said  ^  he)   troubled  on* 

^y^»yj44?>  y^tJR^t  4i^%^??-®4  >.W^  are  perplexed, 
^ut)»<^rin,4?spai5^^p^r?ecu^e^^^  not  for- 

4Kiken<j^  ^tst^vi$ftobu^  j^pt  de^^royf^d^'—*'  I  am 

.filJted  wkl^  cpiwfi^Jtir  I  ^,  j9J^  in 

all    our    tribulation/'      Supported    by  Divine 
grace  and  future  prospects,  he  seems,  to  hi^ve 
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tonsidoreA  aR  the  labours  i^d  sorrows  of  (his 
fife,  but  as  a  drop  bf  the  ocean,  as  a  grahi  of 
•and  on  the  sea  shore,  compared  with  that  ex* 
alted  state  of  happmess^  which  awaited  him,  and 
which  would  last  for  et er.  ^  Oiir%ht  affliction, 
(sai^  he,)  which  is  but  for  a  moment,  worketh 
ibr  nsr  a  far  more  exceedmg  and  eternal  weight 
ofglory." 

'  The  life  aind  writings  of  thril  distingnishedf 
apoi^tTe,  exhibit  ntinkerons  instances  of  his  himil^ 
lity,  self  denial,  patience,  resignation,  andii»r^ 
titude;,  of  his  love  to  God,  and  love  to  man. 
fiis  epistles  contain  a  dear  display  of  the  doc- 
trines of  Christianity,  and  an  ample  detail  of  itH 
precepts.  They  have  been  fead^  with  eonsfert 
and  edificMion,  by  the  truly  pious^  in  every  Bgt 
^rf'ifae  Christian  etmreb.  ' 

•  The  natun?  and  design  of  this  <m/Ai  will 
not  allow  ns  to  recite  imasiy  of  the  interes^g 
bccttrrences  itt  the  fife  of  this  Apostle-  Wi& 
have,  howiRver,  in  addition  to  those  aheady  men^ 
tioned,  relected  the  ibHowing,  as  strVking  proofs 
of  the  power  of  religion  oo  his  irmd. 
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After  having  long  acted  as  the  Apostle  of  the 
Gentiles,  bis  mission  called  .him  to  go  to  Jem-* 
salem,  where  he  knew  that  he  was  to  encounter 
the  utmost  violence  of  his  enemies.    Just*  before 
beset  sail,  be. called  together  the  elders  of  his 
favourite  charch  at  Ephesus ;  and,  in  a  pathetic 
^eech»  which  does  great  honour  to  his  character, 
gave  them  bis^  last  farewell.    Deeply  affected  by 
their  knowtedge  of  the  certain  dangers  to  which 
he  was  exposing  hiihddf,  the  whole  assembly 
was  filled  with  disljress^  and  melted  into  tears. 
The  circumstances  were  such  as  might   have 
C(>nveyed*^d£^ecti6n,  even  into  a  resolute  mind  ; 
and  would  have  totally  overwhelmed  the  feeble, 
f*  They  all  wept  sor^i  and  fell  oh  PauVs  heck^ 
and  kissed  him;  sorrowing  most  oi  all  for  the 
words  which  he  spoke,  that,  they  should  see  his 
face  no  more."-f-What  were  then  the  sentiments^ 
what  was  the  reply,  of  this  faithful  servant  of 
God  ?  His  firm  and  undautit^  xkiiod  expressed 
itself  in  these  words:  "Behold,;!  go  bound  in 
the  spirit,  to  Jerusalem,  not  knowing,  the  things 
that  shallbefall  me  there ;  save  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  witnesseth  in  every  city,  saying,  that  bonds 
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aoid  ftfflibtioBj  abide  mt.  But  MM  of  thtse 
things  move  me ;  neither  count  I  my  Hfe  (tear 
to  mj'setf,  M  that  I  might  fiiriih  my  conrsc  with 
joy,  and  the  ministry  which  I  have  received  of 

the  Lord  Jes^s,  to  testify  the  Gospel  of  the 
grace  of  God/*— Here  we  perceive  the  langnage, 
and  the  spirit,  of  a  truly  great  and  feligrouis  man. 
Such  a  man  knows  not  what  it  is  to  ishrink  fhmt 
dangery  when  conscience  points  out  bi^  path.  In 
that  path  he  will  resolutely  walk,  let  the  coin 
aeqnences  be  what  thejr  may. 

This  W9is  the  magnanimous  befaaTfoiir  of  the 
Apostle,  when  he  had  persecution  and  dintresi 
fitU  in  view.  Let  os  attend  to  hh  s^entimentd, 
when  the  time  of  his  )ast  suJBferitigs  approached} 
and  e^blerve  the  ma^ty,  and  tlie  eas^,  with 
which  he  looked  on  death.  *'  I  am  now  tesAf 
to  be  offered,  and  the  time  of  my  dq[iart<* 
mre  is  at  band.    I  have  fought  the  good  ftght. 

,  •  1 

I  have  finished  my  course.  I  have  kept  the 
feith.  Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  tot  me  a 
crown  of  righteonsness.*^— How  many  years  cf 
fife  does  rach  a  dying  moment  over-balance  1 


THE  AfOStLE  PAUL.  35 

Who  wodd  not  choose,  in  this  manner,  to  go 
off  the  stage,  with  such  a  song  of  triumph  in 
his  mouthy  rather  than  prolong  his  existence 
amidst  cares  and  aA^ettes,  and  even  amidst  the 
honours  and  enjoyments  of  the  world  ? 


DS 
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IGNATIUS. 


Ignatius,  one  of  the  ancient  fathers  of  the 
churchy  was  born  in  Syria,  and  brought  up  under 
the  care  of  the  apostle  John.  About  the  year 
67,  he  became  bishop  of  Antioch.  In  this  im* 
portant  station,  he  continued  above  forty  years, 
both  an  honour  and  a  safeguard  to  the  Christian 
religion;  undaunted  in  the  mids^  of  very  tem- 
pestuous times,  and  unmoved  with  the  prospect 
of  suffering  a  cruel  death.  He  taught  men  to 
think  little  of  the  present  life ;  to  value  and  love 
the  good  things  to  come;  and  never  to  be  deterred 
from  a  course  of  piety  and  virtue,  by  the  fear 
of  any  temporal  evils  whatever ;  to  oppose  only 
meekness  to  anger,  humility  to  boasting,  and 
prayers  to  curses  and  reproaches. 

This  excellent  man  was  selected  by  the  em- 
peror  Trajan,  as  a  subject  whose  sufferings  might 
be  proper  to  inspire  terror  and  discouragement 
in  the  hearts  of  the  Christians  at  Rome.    He  was 
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condemned  to  die  for  his  faith  in  Christ;  and 
ordered  to  be  thrown  amongst  wild  beasts,  to  be 
devoured  by  them.  This  cruel  sentence,  far  from 
weakening  his  attachment  to  the  great  cause  he 
had  espoused,  excited  thankfulness  of  heart,  that 
he  had  been  counted  worthy  to  suffer  for  the  sake 
of  religion^  '^  I  thank  thee,  O  Lord,*'  said  he, 
"  that  thou  hast  condescended  thus  to  honour 
me  with  thy  love ;  and  hast  thought  me  worthy, 
with  thy  apostle  Paul^  to  be  bound  in  chains.*' 

On  his  passage  to  Rome,  he  wrote  a  letter  to 
his  fellow  Christians  there,  to  prepare  them  to  acr 
quiesce  in  his  sufferings,  and  to  assist  him  with 
their  prayers.  "  Pray  for  me,'*  said  he,  "  that 
God  will  give  me  both  inward,  and  outward 
strength,  that  I  may  not  only  say,  but  do  well  j. 
that  I  may  not  only  be  called  a  Christian,  but  be 
foiind  one."  Animated  by  the  cheering  prospect 
of  the  reward  of  his  sufferings,  he  said  :  **  Now^. 
indeed,  I  begin  to  be  a  disciple ;  I  weigh  neither 
visible  nor  invisible  things,  in  comparison  of  aa 

ft 

interest  in  Jesus  Christ."  With  the  utmost  Christ- 
ian fortitude,  he  met  the  wild  beasts  assigned  for 
bis  destruction;  and  triumphed  in  death, 
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attTlOH  i|SU 


FOtYCARP. 


PoLYCARP,  an  eminent  Christian  Father,  was 
born  in  the  reign  of  Nero.  Ignatius  recom- 
mended the  church  at  Antioch  to  the  care  ancl 
superintendence  of  this  aealous  father  i  who  ap- 
piears  to  have  been  unwearied  in  his  endeavours 
to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  church,  and  to  pro* 
mote  piet^  and  virtue  amongst  men« 

During  the  persecution  which  raged  at  Smyrna^ 
in  the  year  167%  the  distingui^ed  character  of 
Pdlycarp  attracted  the  attention  of  the  enemies 
of  Christianity,  The  general  outcry  was,  "  Let 
Poly  carp  be  sought  for/*  When  he  was  taken 
before  the  proconsul,  he  was  solicited  to  reproach 
Christ,  and  save  his  life ;  but  he  nobly  replied  j 
"  Eighty  and  six  years  have  I  served  Christ,  who 
has  never  deserted  or  injured  me :  how  then  can 
I  blaspheme  my  King  and  Saviour  V\ 
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When  he  was  brought  to  the  stake^  the  execu- 
tioner offered^  as  usual,  to  nail  htm  to  it ;  but  he 
said :  *'  Let  me  alono  w  I  am :  He  who  has  given 
me  strength  to  come  to  the  fire,  will  also  enable 
me  to  stsmd  unmoved  in  the  pilej  without  being 
fisistened  with  naik.** 

Part  of  his  last  prayer,  at  bis  death,  was  as 
follows :  «'  O  Lord  God  Alaiighty,  the  father 
of  Jems  Chrmts  by  whom  wb  have  received  th* 
luiQwledge  of  thyself  I  O  God  of  angels  and  imop 
oipaliti^j  and  of  every  creature^  aud  especially 
of  all  the  jttsi  who  live  m  thy  presence  i  I  thank 
tbeet,  that  thou  hast  gracioosly  voooh»fed,  this 
day  and  this  hour,  to  allot  me  the  glorious  privi<* 
lege  of  suffienring  for  thee.  I  praise  9nd  adore 
thee,  through  thy  beloved  Son  -,  to  whom  with 
thee,  aad  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  glo(y,  both  now 
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^KCTIOK  X. 


THE  VENERABLE  BEDE. 


BedE,  surnamed  the  Venerable^  was  bom  about 
the  year  673,  in  the  neighbodrHood  of  Wear-* 
mouth,  in  the  iMshopric  of  Durbaoi.  :  Losing 
both  his  parents,  at  the  age  of  seven  years,  he 
was,  by  his  relations^  plaoecj  in  the  monastery  of 
Wearmouth.  He  was  educated  there,  with 
much  strictness ;  and  it  appears  that,,  from  his 
youth,  he  was  devoted  to  the  service  of  religion; 
He  was  ordained  deacon,  in  the  ninetemth,  ajic^ 
presbyter,  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age. 

He  applied  himself  entirely  to  the  study  of  th<5 
Holy  Scriptures,  the  instruction  of  di^cipfes,  the 
offices  of  public  worship,  and  the  composition  of 
religious  and  literary  works,  He  wrote  on  all 
the  branches  of  knowledge  then  cultivated  in 
Europe.  In  Greek  and  Hebrew  he  attained  a 
pkill,  which  was  very  uncommon  in  that  barba-t 
TQus  age ;  and  by  his  instructions  and  e^ample^i 
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he  formed  many  scholars.  He  made  all  his  at- 
tainmebts  subservient  to  devotion*  Sensible  that 
it  is  by  Divine  grace,  rather  than  by  our  natural 
powers,  or  by  learning,  that  the  most  profitable 
knowled^  of  the  Scriptures  is  to  be  acquired,  he 
united  with  his  studies  regular  prayer  to  God 
that  he  would  bless  and  sanctify  them. 

Perhaps  no  person  of  his  time  acquired  so  disi. 
tinguished  and  widely-extended  a  reputation,  zk 
Bade ;  a  reputation  too,  entirely  founded  on  the 
worth  of  his  character,  and  the  extent  of  his 
jeaming.  The  Roman  pontiff  respected  him  so 
highly,  that  he  gave  him  a  cordial  invitation  to 
the  metropolis  bf  the  church ;  but  this  he  thought 
proper  to  dedine.  In  the  eyes  of  Bede,  the 
^r^  world  had  no  charms* 

« 

Of  his  numerous  aod  important  writings,  the 
greatest  ahd  most  popular  was,  his  ^^  Engiish 
Ecclesiastical  History.**  All  the  knowledge^ 
which  we  have  of  the  early  age  of  Christiaaity  in 
this  country,  is  derived  from  this  production. 
King*  Ai&ed  so  higliljr  ei^teepied  the  work>  that 
he  translated  it  from  the  original  Latin,  into  the 


>t5  9ekbri(y. — Th^  vwou»  wwiitf  of  V^^  ^oquire 
Dddition^l  ln^lr^^  ^«A  tlia  sm^  i^i^mb  dud 
XTpnrup^ioq^  i)if  th?  tiiM  in  which  he  li  wdL  Noti^ 
WFthi^tAnding  thia  disadrantaga,  he  appean  tn 
liavQ  iMefi  a  m|tn  of  (ominent  virtue ;  and  to  have 
possessed  ih»  happy  a«K>oiatimi  of  leaniiag  wiAh 
modesty,  of  devotion  with  liberality,  and  high 
reputation  in  th$  ^buroh  with  hamifity  and  mo« 
deration^ 

If)  )th«  la«4  sickn^M  pf  tbiii  piouaand  leamdl 
mm»  ^Q  wa^  ^\c^  With  a  diAoulty  of  breatbi* 
l9gi  which  continued  abont  two  weeks.  Hia 
mind  wa^,  however,  seraie  and  cheerM;  hia 
j^Eectiona  w^o  heavenly}  and  amidst  aH  his  in^ 
firmities,  he  continued  daily  to  instrnct  his  dis^ 
ciples.  At  this  period,  a  great  part  of  the  night 
was  is^ent  in  prayer  and  thanksgiving ;  and  the 
Arst  employment  of  the  morning  was,  to  rumi- 

«ateon  the  Scriptures,  and  make  supplication 
to  ^od.  ' 

» 

Amidst  his  bodily  weakness,  Iii5  ifeind  wa# 
alUl  s6  active,    tliat  h^  employed  himself  in 
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writing  on  religious  subjects.  His  translaticm  of 
the  Gospel  of  St.  JohUy  was  not  completed  till 
the  day  of  his  death.  When^  at  last»  he  per« 
c^ved  that  his  end  was  drawing  near*  he  met 
the  sckmu  ^ment^  with  great  campwure  and 
satisfiatction.  *^  If  my  Maker  please^  (said  he^) 
who  formed  me  out  ^f  nothing.  I  «m  wJHIng 
te  leave  fhe  world,  and  go  to  hkn.-^^y  so«d 
desires  «o  ^see  Christ,  my  kmg»  m  h»  beauty.^ 
He  then,  with  pious  elevation  of  mind,  rnvg. 
<*  glory  to  the  Father,  to  the  Son,  and  to  the 
Holy  Spirit  f^  and  expired  with  such  tranqufllity 
'and  devotioin,  as  greatly  affected  aK'Wtiio  saw 
9nd  heard  him. 


(    4^    ) 


SECTION  XI. 

^       •        ......  •    ■■     ■'-  '  .      .    '         •    . 

LOUIS  IX.  KING  OF  FRANCE, 

'        . ' . . .  •  •  .  ■     • 

Loyis  ipc:  styled  St.  Louis,  suco^eded  to  tha 
crown  of  Fraucey  ia  the  year'lS[26.  This  prince 
possessed  great  wisdojcn>  piety,  and  virtue.  His 
reputation  for  capdpiir  aod  justice  was  so  great, 
that  th^  l^arqn^  of  ]^glai}d«  ^  well  as  king 
Henry  III.  consented  to  make  him  umpire  of 
the  diff^reoves  whic]i  subsisted,  betwieen  them.. 
Fenelon  says  of  this  prince,  **  He  iwas  disti% 
guished  by  the  nobleness  of  his  sentiments  :  he 
was  without  haughtiness^  presumption,  or  seve^^ 
rity.  In  every  respect,  he  attended  to  the  real 
interests  of  his  country,  of  which  he  was  as  truly 
the  father  as  the  king.'' 

An  abhorrence  of  sin  was  so  deeply  impressed 
upon  his  mind,  by  a  religious  education,  that  he 
not  only  preserved  it  througli  the  course  of  his 
life,  but  was  zealous  to  inculcate  it  upon  others. 
He  was  very  solicitous  that  his  children  should 
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lie  trained  up  in  the  fear  aud  admoaittoB  .of  th« 
Lord ;  and  used  to  devote  a  considerable  part  of 
his  time  to  their, religioas  instruction.  .  He  ofteft 
related  to  them  ti&e  pDDishment$  which  the  pride; 
the  araricey  land  the  debauchery  of  pritices;; 
brought  upon  themselves  and  their  people. 


«      • 


:■  la  hiisr  lasit  sickness^  ih^^eamestly  tehbrted 

Philip,,  hisi  son  hhicI  ;&nccq$^Qr;  firmljr  to^  adhere  to 
religion^  in  his  QW|i  pxivat.^.life,  and  oondiict,  an4 
zealously  to  prpinote  it  amongst  his  subjects..  He 

^ho  str9ng1y  recommended  to  .him  justiqe,  mo- 
deratipUj,  and  all  the  virtues  becoming  a  sovereign 

7  .  * '      .  ......  J 

and  a  Christian.     He  strictly  enjoiped  him  never 

•  •  •  ■  I 

to  suffer  any  one,  in  his  presence,  to  speak  dis- 

'  •       •  *       ■•         .' '      '  .        '■•.'•■» 

respectfully  of  the  Almighty,  or  of  those  devoted 

to  his  service ;  or  to  utter  a  word,  tending,  in 

:  ..."         ••      •     i    :         ! 

the  smallest  degree,  to  countenance  a  crime.' 

**  God,"  said  he,  "  grant  you  grace,  my  son,  to 
do  his  wiir  continually ;  so  that  he  may  be  glori- 
fied  by  your  meaiis,  and  that  we  may  be  with 
him  after  this  life,  and  praise  him  eternally.'*       ' 

His  dying  advice  to  his  daughter  Isabella; 
queen  of  Navarre,  was  also  very  expressive  of  his 


«Ml  for  Ae  ettUBt  ^i  t dr^mnv  ani  his 
Air  mste  welford  of  his  cbiUreti.  He  wtote  Id  het 
iirfidlawiB:  '*  My  d^or  dangbf ev^  I  ccntjove  ycm 
to  fove  ottr  luord  with  dl  your  atti^ ;  far  tbb  is 
the  Ibmdatioii  of  ril  goodtesfi  No  boe  is  » 
worthy  to^  b^  kWdd.  Well  laay  we  Mvy,  '  Lord^ 
thou  art  our  God^  and  our  goods  are  nothing  to 

Ih^/  It  wftg  th«  I^d  wh6  i^ent  hi^  Son  ej^n 
cArth)  And  ddktt€A  f^^  ofer  t&  d€^^  tM  out 
telvation.    If  you  Ioy^  hinH  my  dairghtei*,  th* 

advantaged  wilf  be  yoiirs;  land  t>e  assured  that 
you  Can  h&vtt  tovt  and  si^rvd  hitn  too  much, 
tie  has  weU  deserved  that  Vee  i^bduM  IdTe  him  i 
for  he  first  loved  us.  I  wish  you  could  com- 
prehend what  the  Son  of  Cod  has  done  for  our 
redemption.    My  daughter,  be  very  desirous  to 

w 

•know  how  you  may  best  please  the  Lord;  and 
bestow  all  your  care  to  avoid  every  thing  that 
may  displease  him.  But  particularly,  never  be 
guilty  of  any  deliberate  sin,  though  it  were  tq^ 
save  yovir  life.  Take  pleasure  in  hearing  God 
reverently  spoken  of,  both  in  sermons  and  in 
private  conversation^  Shun  too  familiar  dis- 
course, except  with  very  virtuous  persons* 
Obey,  my  daughter,  your  husband,  your  father. 
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and  yoHr  mother^  in  the  Lord :  you  are  bound 
to  do  so,  both  for  their  sakes,  and  for  the  sake 
of  him  who  has  commanded  it«  In  what  is 
contrary  to  the  glory  of  God,  you  owe  obe- 
dience to  none.  Endeavour,  my  daughter,  to  be 
an  example  of  goodness  to  all  who  may  see  you, 
and  to  all  who  m&y  hear  of  yon.— Be  not  too 
nice  aboot'dress :  if  yon  have  too  many  clothes^, 
gtve  them  awdy  in  charity.  Bewsire  ftlso  of 
bavht^  an  excessive  care  of  your  fufiiiture.— 
Aspire  aft;<!r  a  disposition  to  do  the  will  of  Cod, 
purely  for  his  sake,  independently  of  the  hope 
of  reward,  or  the  fear  of  punishment.'* 

Thus  did  this  prince  teach  his  children  -,  and 
thus  <Kd  he  live  himself.  He  died  in  great  tran- 
quillity, in  the  year  1470. 


(    4«    ) 


SECTION  XII. 


POPE  EUGENIUS, 


Gabriel  Cqndelmerius  was  raised  ta  .the 

i 

]^pal  throne  in  the  year  1431 ;  anjj.  took  the 
name  of  Eugenius  IV.  From  a  low  conditipa 
of  life,  an4  through  various  gradations,  of  office^ 
he  ascended^  to  this  dignity.  Beiiig  much  averse 
to  a  reformation  of  doctrine  and  manners,  he 
met  with  great  opposition  from  some  of  the 
clergy ;  but  being  of  a  determined  spirit,  he  en- 
countered every  danger,  rather  than  yield  to/ his 
opponents.  He  wa^  often  reduced  to.  painfuji 
and  mortifying  situations ; ,  and  experienced  so 
many  vicissitudes  of  life,  that  he  had  ample 
proof  of  the  vanity  and  instability  of  human 
greatness. 

The  reflection  he  is  said  to  have  made  on  his 
death-bed,  is  remarkable;  and  shows  that,  in 
his  greatest  elevation,  he  did  not  find  that  peace 
and  true  enjoyment  of  mind,  which  he  had  pos- 
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sessed  in  a  humble  and  retired  situation.  Being 
attended  by  a  company  of  monks,  he  turned 
his  face  towards  them,  and  said,  with  a  voice» 
interrupted  by  sighs :  ''  Qb  Gabriel !  how  much 
better  would  it  have  been  for  thee,  and  how 
much  more  would  k  have  promoted  thy  soul's 
welfiu^  if  Ihott  hadst  never  beeii  raised  to  the 
pontificate;  but  been  content  to  lead  a  qjoiei 
vsd  fidigicMis  life  in  thy  aonastery  T" 


E 
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SECTION  XIH^ 

r 

CARDINAL  BEAUFORT. 

Cardinal  Beaufort  was  of  royal  extraction,' 

the  son  of  John  of  Gaunt,  duke  of  Lancaster; 
and  was  commonly  called,  the  rich  canlinal  of 
Winchester,  It  is  generally  believed  that  her 
concerted  the  death  of  Humphrey ^  duke  of 
Gloucester,  which  was  attributed  to  poison.. 
History  informs  .us,  that  he  prevailed  with  the 
king,  to  grant  him  letters  of  pardon,  for  aU 
offences  contrary  to  the  statutes  then  enacted 
in  England, 

s 

The  wise  son  of  Sirach  exclaims,  "  O  deaths 
how  bitter  is  the  remembrance  of  thee,  to  a 
man  who  is  at  ease  in  his  possessions  ! ''     Of  the 

« 

truth  of  this  sentiment,  we  have  a  remarkable 
proof,  in  the  last  moments  of  this  ambitious 
<;ardinaL  When  he  was  arrested  in  the  midst 
of  his  career,  and  the  terrors  of  death  were 
9iarshaUed  in  horrid  array  before  him^  he  thua 
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Gomplsdned,  and  vented  his  afflicted  soul  to  hb 
weeping  friends  around  him:  *'And  must  I 
then  die  ?  Will  not  all  m j  riches  save  me  ?  I 
could  purchase  the  kingdom,  if  that  would  pro- 
long my  life.  Alas  !  there  is  no  bribing  death* 
When  my  nephew,  the  duke  of  Bedford,,  died, 
I  thought  my  happiness,  and  my  authoiHty, 
greatly  increased :  but  the  duke  of  Gloucester's 
death  raised  me  m  fancy  to  a  level  with  kings; 
and  I  thought  of  nothing  but  accumuliUiing  still 
greater  wealth,  to>  enable  me,  at  length,  to 
purchase  the  triple  crown.  Alas  I  how  are  my 
£opes  disappointed !'  Wherefore,  eh  my  friends ! 
let  me  earnestly  beseech  you  to  pray  for  me, 
and  [recommend  my  departing  soul  to  God/* 
'Thus  died  this  unhappy  cardinal  in' the  year 
1447- 


E2 
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CiESAR  BOROIA, 

CitiSAR  BoRGlA^  a  natOral  st>»  «f  i^dpe  A}et* 
iadet  VL  Wiia  a  ioAJa  of  suoh  6oiidtte4  aoA  ehft^ 
ractef',  tbat  MabhiaTel  hoa  thought  fit  to  pr6^ 
j^tise  hixhf  in  his  Almoiii  boQik  Called,  ^'  The 
Priabe»"  as  an  origifial  and  i^attero  to  all 
pnnces,  ivfoA  ti^^ld  aiot  the  part  Of  wis^  aod 
pblitic  lyrantf^.  He  w^  inside  4  'cardinal  s  but 
as  this  office  imposed  fome  ne^trainta  upon  htst^ 
bb  i^n  -deteraiiaed  to  resign  it^  that  h^  ^Mght 
have  tlie  g;rtoier  ficope  Ibr  prsM^tising  the  ex- 
cesses, to  which  his  natural  ambition  and 
cruelty  prompted  him;  for  crubl,  as  well  as 
ambitious,  he  was  in  the  highest  degree.  After 
this  he  was  made  duke  of  Valentinois  by  Louis 
XII-  of  France.  He  experienced  a  variety  of 
fortune  ^  but  displayed,  on  every  occasion,  the 
most  consummate  dexterity  and  finesse,  and 
seemed  prepared  for  all  events.  The  reflections 
he  made  a  short  time  before  his  death;,  (which 
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*  « 

happened  in  the  year  1507^)  show,  however, 
that  his  policy  wsis  confined  to  the  concerns  of 
this  life ;  and  that  he  had  not  acted  upon  that 
wise  and  enlarged  view  of  things,  which  becomes 

a  being  destined  for  immortality.  *'  I  had  pro- 
vided,*' said  he,  "  in  the  course  of  my  life,  for 
every  thing  except  death  5  and  now,  alas  I  I  am 
to  die,  although  entirely  unprepared.'* 


E  3 
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tHAPTER  n. 

X^'AU^lVM.  WOLSET SIR  JOHN   MASON SMPCROll   CHARLES   V. 

—SIR    TBOBfAS     SMITH-^BERNARD    GILPIN JANE,     aVEB!* 

t 

OF  MATARR^^— SIR  FRANCIS  WALSINGHAM LADY   JANE   GBEV 

—SIR  WALTER   RALEIGH RICHARD   HOOKER. 


SECTION    L 

CARDINAL  WOLSEV. 

X  no  MAS  WoLSEY,  a  distinguished  person  hi 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  was  born  in  the  yeajr 

V 

1471 ;  and  it  is  said  he  was  the  son  of  a  butcher 
at  Ipswich.  Being  made  chaplain  to  the  king> 
he  had  great  opportunities  of  gaining  his  favour; 
to  obtain  which  he  practised  all  the  arts  of 
obsequiousness.  Having  gradually  acquired  an 
entire  ascendency  over  the  mind  of  Henry,  he 

successively  obtained  several  bishoprics;  and, 
at  length,  was  made  archbishop  of  York,  lord 
high  chancellor  of  England,  and  prime  minister ; 

E4 
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and  was,  for  several  years,  the  arbiter  of  Europe. 
The  emperor  Charles  the  fifths  and  the  French 
king>  Fi'ancis  the  first,  courted  his  interest,  and 
loaded  him  with  favours.  As  his  revenue  was 
immense,  and  his  influence  unbounded,  his  pride 
and  ostentation  were  carried  to  the  greatest 
heights  He  had  eight  hundred  servants ; 
amongst  whom  were  nine  or  ten  lords,  fifteen 
knights,  and  forty  esquires. 

From  this  great  height  of  power  and  splen- 
dour, he  was  suddenly  precipitated  into  ruin. 
His  ambition  to  be  pope,  his  pride,  his  exac- 
tions, and  his  opposition  to  Henry's  divopce» 
occasioned  his  disgrace.  This  sad  reverse  so 
Ejected  his  mind,  as  to  bring  on  a  ^sen^re  ill- 
ness, which  soon  put  a  period  to  his  ^ys.  A 
short  time  before  he  left  the  worid,  the  revieir 
of  his  life,  and  a  consciousness  of  the  mtsapipU* 
cation  of  his  time  and  talents,  drew  from  him 
this  sorrowful  declaration  :  "  Had  I  but  served 
God  as  diligently  as  I  have  served  the  king,  he 
would  not  have  given  me  over  in  my.  gray  hairs. 
But  this  is  the  just  reward  that  I  must  receive 
for  my  indulgent  pains  and  study,  not  regard- 
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iDg   my  service    to   God,  but   only   to    my 


prince 


fi 


With  these  painful  reflections  this  famous 
cardinal  finished  his  course.  He  affords  a 
memorable  instance  of  the  variety  and  incon* 
stancy  of  human  things^  both  in  his  rise  and 
fidl;  and  a  irtriking  admonition  to  those  who 
fire  abusing  the  talents  and  opportunities,  which 
Cpod  has  given  them  to  promote  his  honour,  and 
the  fakppiniMB  of  men. 
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SECTION  II. 


SIR  JOHN  MASON. 


A  STRONG  testimony  to  the  importance  of  re^ 
ligion^  is  given  by  sir  John  Mason,  who,  though 
but  63  years  old  at  his  death,'  had  flourished  in 
the  reigns  of  four  sovereigns,  (Henry  VIII. 
Edward  VI.  Mary,  and  Dizabeth,)  had  been 
privy-counsellor  to  them  all,  and  an  attentive 
observer  of  the  various  revolutions  and  vicissi- 
tudes of  those  times.  Towards  his  latter  end, 
being  on  his  death-bed,  he  spoke  thus  to  those 
about  him :  **  I  have  lived  to  see  five  sovereigns, 
and  have  been  privy-counsellor  to  four  of  them : 
I  have  seen  the  most  remarkable  things  in 
foreign  parts,  and  have  been  present  at  most 
state  transactions  for  the  last  thirty  years  :  and 
I  have  learned,  from  the  experience  of  so  many 
yeans,  that  seriousness  is  the  greatest  wisdom^ 
temperance  the  best  physic,  and  a  good  con- 
^science  the  best  estate.  And  were  I  to  live  again, 
I  would  change  the  court  for  a  cloister,  my  privy- 
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counsellor's  bustle  for  a  hermit's  retirement^  and 
the  wlhole  life  I  have  lived  in  the  palace^  for  an 

hour's  enjoyment  of  God  in  the  chapeL  All 
things  now  forsake  me,  except  my  God,  my 
duty,  and  my  prayers." 

The  chief  field,  both  of  tlie  duty  and  of  the 
improvement  of  man,  lies  in  active  life.  By  the 
graces  and  virtues  which  he  exercises  amidst  his 
feUow-creatures,  he  is  trained  up  for  heaven. 
And  since  Divine  Providence  has  established 
government  and  subordination  amongst  men,  it 
follows,  that  high  offices  and  stations  of  dignity, 
are  compatible  with  true  religion'.  It  is,  how- 
ever, possible,  that  the  minds  of  persons  in 
authority,  may  be  so  much  engaged  with  tem- 
poral concerns,  as  to  leave  little  or  no  place  for 
the  higher  duties  of  piety  and  devotion ;  duties 
which  purify  and  exalt  our  nature,  and  give  a 
proper  direction  and  limitation  to  all  our  labours 
for  the  good  of  others. 

From  the  regret  expressed  by  sir  John  Mason, 
it  appears    that    his  error   consisted,    not   in 
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occupied  with  biimiw^*  M  tg  ppi^f  ^im  luff  leef , 

in  some  de^gree,  the  proper  Miwpiis  pf  r#lif  iQW 
retirement,  and  the  prime  duties  which  he  owed 
i0  hi»  Cmatrar* 
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CHARLES  V.  EMPEROB  OF  GERMANY, 


Charles  V.  emperor  of  Oermanj^i  king  of 
SpAlDi  Md  lord  of  the  Netherlimdft,  wm  bom  it 
Oheiiti  iA  the  yetif  1500. 

He  is  said  to  have  ibught  sixty  battlei^  itt 
most  of  which  be  was  victorious ;  to  have  ob- 
tained si^t  tfiUmphB^  conquered. foor  kingdoms. 
Hud  to  hate  added  eight  ptineipalitlei  to  hk 
dofninidnd :  in  almost  ttttparalleted  ioManc^e  ol" 
Worldly  prodperity^  and  ^i6  grenOieM-of  httHMO. 

But  all  thete  frutte  of  his  ambition^  aiul  all 
tim  honours  that  attended  him^  could  aat  yidd 
true  and  solid  satisfaction.  Reflecting  on  th^ 
evils  and  miseries  which  he  had  occasidned»  and 
convinced  of  the  emptiness  of  earthly  magniii* 
f^ence^  he  became  disgunted  witb  ail  the  Bplen* 
dew  that  surrounded  him  j  and  thought  it  hii 
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duty  to  withdraw  from  it,  and  spend  the  rest  of 
his  days  in  religious  retirement.  Accordingly,, 
he  voluntarily  resigned  all  his  dominions  to  hi» 
brother  and  son;  and  after  taking  an  affec- 
tionate and  last  farewell  of  the  latter,  and  of  a 
numerous  retinue  of  princes  and  nobility  that 
lespectfuUy  attended  ^  him,  he  repaired  to  his 
chofien  retreat.    It  wa&  situated  in  Spain,  in  a 

» 

vale  of  no  great  extent*  watered  by  a  small 
brook,  and  surrounded  with  rising  grounds 
covered  with  lofty  treesw 

« 

•  •  •  t       s 

A  deep  sense  of  his  frail  eonditiom  and  greal 
imperfections,,  appears  to  have  impressed  his 
|nind>  in  this  extraordinary  resolution,  and 
through  the  remainder  of  his.  life*  As  soon  bb 
he  landed  in  Spain,  be  fell  prostirate  on  the 
ground,  and  considering  himself  now  as  dead  ta 
the  w<M*ld,  he  kissed  the  earth>  and  said  i  ^  Naked 

r 

came  I  out  of  my  mother's  womb,,  and  Baked 
I  now  return  to  thee^  thou  common  motheo  of 
manl^ind !  '*       ' 

.    In  thi$  humble  retreat,  he  spent  his. time  ia 
religious  exercises^  and  innocent  employments^ 
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and  buried  here,  in  solitude  and  silence,  his  gran- 
dear»  his  ambition,  together  with  all  these  vast 
projects,  which,  for  near  half  a  century,  had 
alarmed  and  agitated  Europe,  and  filled  every 
kingdom  in  it,  by  turns,  with  the  terror  of  his 
arms,  and  the  dread  of  being  subjected  to  his 
power.  Far  from  taking  any  part  in  the  poli- 
tical transactions  of  the  world,  he  restrained 
bis  curiosity  even  from  any  inquiry  concerning 
them;  and  seemed  to  view  the  busy  scene  he 
had  abandoned,  with  an  eltvation  and  indiffe- 
rence of  mind,  wh\ch  arose  from  his  thorough 
experience  of  its  vanity,  as  well  as  from  the 
pleasing  reflection  of  having  disengaged  himself 
from  its  cares  and  temptations. 

.  Here  he  enjoyed  more  solid  happiness,  than 
all  his  grandeur  had  ever  yielded  him  :  as  a 
full  proof  of  which  he  has  left  this  short,  but 
comprehensive  testimony  :  "  I  have  tasted  more 
satisfaction  in  my  solitude,  in  one  day,  than  in  all 
the  triumphs  of  my  former  reign.  The  sinceire 
study,  profession,  and  practice,  of  the  Christian 
religion,  have  in  them  such  joys  and  sweetness  a« 
are  seldoiP  found  in  courts  and  grai^deur.'* 


(  w  ) 


iBCTlOX  IV. 

9IR  TtiOltfAS  SMITH. 

Sm  Thomas  Smith  was  bom  in  the  jrear 

I6H9  and  received  a  liberal  and  polished  edac»* 
tioii«  lo  15iA,  he  was  made  king's  profesaot 
of  civil  .law»  in  the  tmiversity  of  Cambridge^ 
and  chancellor  of  tile  diocede  of  Ely.  He  Ivaa 
several  times  employed  by  queen  Eiiaabetb^  aa 
her  ambassador  to  the  court  of  France  i  and 
executed  the  high  office  o£  secretary  of  state 
to  that  princess.  His  alnlities  were  excellent^ 
and  his  attainments  micommonly  great.  He 
was  a  pliilbsopher»  a  physician^  a  cbymist^  a 
mathematician^  a  hngoist,  an  historian^  and  an 
architects 

This  distitignished  person,  a  short  time  before 
his  decease,  was  much  afiieeted  with  the  proa* 
pect  of  his  dissolution,  and  of  a  fiitiiie  stiate.; 
He  sent  to  his  friends,  the  bishops  of  Wmchea* 
ter  and  Worcester,  and  entreated  them  to  state 
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> 

to  him,  from  the  Holy  Scriptures^  the  plainest 
and  sur^t  way  of  making  his  peace  with  God : 
adding^  <<  It  is  lamentable/  that  men  consider 
not  for  what  end  they  are  born  into  the  worlds 
tiU  they  are  ready  to  go  out  of  it." 

«  •  •     • 

It  is  truly  a  sorrowful  reflection,  that  the  piir^ 
suits  of  this  life,  and  the  love  of  the  world,  ai*e 
often  so  much  indulged,  as  to  captivate  the 
mind,  and  charm  it  into  a  state  of  insensibility 
to  the  great  end  of  its  existence.  How  much 
wiser  and  happier  should  we  be,  if  we  engaged 
in  temporal  concerns  With  moderation  and  re« 
straint,  th^  true  way  to  extract  all  their  good ; 
'  and  considered  ourselves  as  strangers  and  pil- 
grims travelling  towards  a  better  country:  in- 
stead of  being  occupied^  under  continual  anxiety 

r 

and  frequent  disappointments,  in  the  delusive 
chase  of  interest  and  pleasure,  till  the  scene  is 
nearly  closed,  and  the  mind  left  to  the  anguish 
of  a  melancholy  retrospect! 

The  flood  of  time  is  fast  approaching :  it 
will  soon  pass  over  us ;  and  bury,  in  silence  and 
oblivion^  all  our  busy,  fascinating  schemes  and 

F 
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eng^g^ents  ^  and  teave  nothing  to  survive  the 
wrecks  but  virtue  au4  goodness,  and  tkie>  consci^ 
oume^  of  Divine  Favour. .  What  urgent  mo^ 
tives  fw  QCNprectiiiig  our  terrestfial  aiin»  and 
labours ;  and  fo^  striving  t^  beeouke  beirs.  of  thiit 
kingdom^  whose  honours  and  er^oymeuta  arQ 
perfect^  and  will  last  fer  evert 


X 
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BECmON  V. 


BERNARD  GILPINv 


Bernabq  Gll^lN^  a  man  of  exalted  virt^r 
wd  distioguisbied  among  his  ccmtemporaries  by 
the  title  oi  The  Apostle  qf  tiie  Norths  waa  de- 
scended from  a  respectable  family,  iii  Westmore* 
land,  ami  bom  in  the  year  1417^ 

As  he  eady  discovm^  muck  yeri^nsnesa  of 
diftposltip»>  and  an  indinatioa  to  a  oQiitempla" 
tive  life^  his  parents  determined  to  educate  him 
to  the  church ;  aj[id  accordingly  placed  him  m 
a  grammar  schooj,  where  he  passed  throvgh  thq 
different  classes  with  great  approbation.  When 
be  was  sisM^en  years  of  age>,be  was  sent  ta  the 
univeri^y  of  Oxford^  and  entered  a  aeholar  on 
the  foundation  of  Queen's  college.  In  this 
^QatiOfi>  be  sooa  became  distinguisked  fov  the 
diligence  with  which  be  applied  to  his  acade^^ 
mical  studies  ^  and  lor  his  proftcieikcy  ii^  that 
knowledge^  which    the    d^fectiir^    systems   id 
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education  then  existing  afforded.  Of  his  great 
progress  in  the  study  of  divinity ^^  and  of  the 
Greek  and  Hebrew  languages,  his  exercises 
and  disputations  in  the  public  schools  gave  very 
satisfactory  evidence,  and  recommended  him  to 
much  notice  in  the  university ;  where  he  was,  at 
the  same  time,  admired  and  loved  for  the  sweet*^ 
nesa  of  his  disposition,  and  the  sioiplicity  and 

gentleness  of  his  manoers^ 

-  •     •  •  '  ■    '   ■ 

•  »  ' 

His  attachment  to  the  Roman  Catholic  reK-^ 
gion,  in  which  he  had  been  educated,  was,  for 
some  time,  strong  and  decided.  But  an  honest 
and  ardent  desire  to  discover  truth ;  an  unpre- 

^       '  •  • 

judiced  study  of  the  Holy  Scriptures;  and  fre-' 
quent  conferences  with  pious  and  learned  men; 
produced,  at  length,  a  thorough  persuasion  of 
the  truth  of  the  protestant  reformed  religion. 
This  cause  he  steadily  and  zealously  supported, 
through  the  whole  remaining  course  of  his  life,   ' 

0  -      ■     •  • 

The  chief  place  of  GilpinVactive  and  virtuous 
exertions,  was  in  the  county  of  Durham.  After 
hlskving  resigned    several  benefices,  which   the 

■      ■  .  ■  ' 

opposition  of  his  enemies,  and  other  circum- 


Mantes^  would  not  permit  him  to  occupy  with 
sattsfactiou^  he  accepted  the  rectory  of  Hough* 
ton-Ie-spring.  This  living  was  of  considerable 
value;  but  the  duty  of  it  was  proportionally 
laborious.  It  was  so  extensive,  that  it  cou'^ 
taiaed  not  fewer  than  jfburteen  villages.  It  had 
been  much  neglected ;  and  in  it  there  scarcely 
remained  any  traces  of  true  Christianity.  Gilpin 
was  grieved  to  see  the  ignorance  and  vice,  which 
so  greatly  prevailed  in  the  places  under  his  care. 
But  he  did  not  despair  of  bringing  into  order 
a  waste  so  miserably  uncultivated :  and,  by 
resolution,  diligence,  prudence^  and  perseve«> 
Fance>  he  finally  succeeded  in  producing  an  asto^ 
fiiahtng  cha|ige>  not  only  in  the  character  and 
manners  of  his  own  parishioners,  but  of  the 
savage  inhabitants  in  other  northern  districts. 
On  his  arrived  among  them,  the  people  crowded 
about  him>  and  listened  to  his  discourses  with 
great  attention,  perceiving  him  to  be  a  teacher 
of  a  very  different  kind  from  those,  to  whom 
they  had  hitherto  been  accustomed ;  and  by 
his  truly  pastoral  and  affectionate  treatment  of 
them,  1:3  quickly  gained  their  confidence,  re- 
spect,  and  attachment. 

F3 
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Gilpia  had  not  beea  iong  stAtled  at  HoiKghtoft^ 
before  bi&hap  Tpnstal  was  rfesiroiis  of  stitt 
iartlier  im^proviug  his  fofiane^  by  presenting  biai 
to  a  vnM^ant  prebend  ia  the  cathedral  of  Dmioncu 
Bak,  resoking  not  to  accept  it,  he  iiM.  thd 
bisbof^^  *^  that,  by  his  bounty,  he  had  airaady 
more  wealth 'thaii>  he  waa  afraid^  he  ccf^dgtM 
a  good  acconai;  of.  He  begged,  tfaerefisre^  that 
^he  might  nbt '  have  aa  additiofial  duu^ ;  hat 
rather  that  his  lordship  would  bestow  this  pre* 
ferment  on  ^e  by  wliom  it  was  «iore  wantedi^ 
In  these  perilous  times^  (Ibe  reign  <of  die  «an^ 
guinary  qiieen  Mary,)  his  steady,  though  mild 
and  temp^rdite,  adherence  to  therdbrmed  reli- 
gion, involved  bim  m  many  dangeis  feind  difficaiU 
ties;  from  which  lie  was  often  tiappily  extt^^ 
qated,  tinder  Divine  Providence,  by  the  fkvour 
6f  bishop  Tonstal,  and  by  h^  own  judicions  con- 

•r  • 

dnct.  The  malice  of  bis  enemies  was  probably 
increased  by  his  onafTected  piety, .  and  e^em-^ 
plaiy  lifb;  which  formed  a  striking  satire  on 
their  negligence  and  irregularities.  They  de- 
termined therefore  to  remove,  if  possible,  so  dis- 
agreeable a  contrast,  and  so  aWe  a  reformer. 
After  many  unsuccessful  attempts  to  disgrace 


■       *       '  *  * 

Uttd  destroy  liiiii>  iSieir  hatred  so  far  prevailed^ 

Iha*  tfiey  probnred  an  order  from  the  mercitesii 

Bonnet,  bishop  of  London,  to  have  him  arrested 

luid  brought  to  that  city}  where,  the  bishop 

declared,  he  should  be  at  the  stake  in  a  fortnight. 

Gilpin  was  speedily  apprised  by  his  friends  of 

the    measures    determined    against   him;    and 

I" 
earnestly  entreated  to  provide  for  his  safety^ 

by  withdrawing  from  the  kingdom.  But  their 
persuasions  were  inej(fectual ;  for  having  been 
long  preparing  himself  to  suffer  for  the  truths  he 
now  determined  not  to  decline  it.  He  there- 
fore,  with  great  composure,  waited  for  the  arrival 
of  the  bishop^s  messengers,  after  having  ordered 
his  servant  to  provide  a  long  garment  for  him,  in 
which  he  might  go  decently  to  the  stake.  In  a 
few  days  he  was  apprehended :  but  before  he 
reached  London,  an  account  of  queen  Mary ^s 
death  was  received ;  by  which  event  he  was  de* 
livered  from  any  farther  prosecution.  Thus 
providentially  rescued  from  his  enemies,  he  re- 

* 

turned  to  Houghton  through  crowds  of  people, 
who  expressed  the  utmost  joy,  and  rendered 
thanks  to  God  for  his  deliverance. 

F4 
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On  the  accession  of  Elizabeth,  he  was  offered 
the  bishopric  of  Carlisle :  but  this  he  modestly 
and  firmly  declined  to  accept.  Not  long  after- 
wards,  the  provostship  of  Queen's  college,  Oxford, 
was  tendered  to  him.  This  honour  and  emolu—  r^ 
ment  he  likewise  declined.  He  believed  that  he 
could  be  more  Useful,  in  his  present  charge  at 
Houghton,  than  elsewhere :  and  this  was  a  con- 
sideration superior  to  every  other,  in  the  mind 
of  the  pious  and  benevolent  Gilpin. 

Eminent  as  his  labours  and  generosity  were, 
he  was  still  unsatisfied  with  the  services  he  had 
rendered  to  hb  fellow  creatures :  and  therefore, 
to  the  surprise  of  his  friends,  he  undertook  to 
build  and  endow  a  grammar  school ;  a  de^ga 
which  his  great  management  and  frugality 
enabled  him  to  accomplish.    The  school  began 

«  - 

to  idourish  as'  soon  as  it  was  opened ;  and  there 
was  so  great  a  resort  of  young  people  to  it,  that 
in  sllittle  time  the  town  was  not  able  to  accom- 
modate them.  Gilpin  therefore  fitted  up  a  part 
of  his  own  house  for  that  purpose;  where  he 
boarded  twenty  or  thirty  children;  and  bestowed 
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clothing  and  maintenance  on  the  greater  part 
of  them^  whose  parents  were  in  poor  oircum* 
6tances. 

■ 

Gilpin's  hospitable  manner  of  living  was  the 
iidmiration  of  the  whole  country.      Strangers 
and  travellers  found    a  cheerful   reception  at 
his  board.    He  was  also  pleased  with  the  c6m«> 
pany  of  men  of  worth  ia^iyl  letters,  who  used 
much  to  frequent  his  house.    When  lord  Bur« 
leigh,  then  lord-treasurer,  was  sent  by  queen 
Elizabeth  to  transact  some  affairs  in  Scotland, 
he  could  not  resist  the  desire  wliich  he  felt,  on 
his  return,  to  see  a  man  whose  name  he  found 
every  where  mentioned  with  the  highest  respect. 
He  had  not  time  to  give  any  notice  of  his  in- 
tended visit:  but  the  economy  of  so  plentiful  a 
house  was*  not  easily  disconcerted.    Gilpin  re* 
ceived  his  noble  guest  with  so  much  true  polite- 
ness ;  and  treated  him  and  his  whole  retinue  in 
so  affluent  and  generous  a  manner,  that  the 
treasurer  often  afterwards  saidj  *^  he  could  hahily 
have  expected  more  at  Lambeth."    Whil^  lord 
Burleigh  staid  at  Houghton,  he  took  great  pains 
to  acquaint  himself  with  the  order  atid  regula- 
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l:i(^,  with  which  ev^ry  th«Ag  in  tjiat  lipttse  WtUSi 
matiag^ ;  and  ^e  WM  not  a  tittle  pleaded  with 
the  result  of  his  inquiries.  There  too  he  saw  trud 
simplicity  of  manners ;  and  every  social  virtue 
regulated  by  exact  pmdence.  The  statesmaii 
began  to  unbend ;  and  he  could  l^arc^y  avoid 
oomparingy  with  a  kiiid  of  envious  eye,  Ahe  nn^ 
quiet  scenes  of  viee  and  vanity  in  which  he  Was 
ei^aged,  with  die  jecimnesB  of  this  intefrestitig 
retreat.  At  length,  with  reluctattce,  hfe  toolt 
his  Itove,  embracing  the  worthy  rector  with  art 
the  warmth  of  affectioii,  and  the  sti-ongest  a^sm 
r^mces  of  his  readings  to  render  htm  ^tiy  service* 
at  eourt,  or  cAsewhene.  Wtien  he  hlui  tnouhted 
a  hfil  about  a  mile  firom  HoughtM,  ^nd  wh?c1i 
otnnmands  the  vale^  he  tarned  his  horse  to  take 
one  mote  view  of  the  place;  and  having Icept  hi* 
ej;^  fixed  :apou  it  for  sotne  titne,  he  broke  out  into 
tiaese  excUmations :  ''*  There  is  Itbe  efijoyment 
of  life  indeed !  Who  can  Mame  that  toan  for  not 
adcep^ittg  a  bi^opric  ?  What  does  he  want  to 
mate  him  greatfer,  or  happier,  or  Aiore  useful  to 
mankind?*' 

After  the  lapse  of  many  yeaxfe  spent  in  the 
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eheerful)  but  laborious  discharge  of  duty,  this 
piDus  man  perceived,  fW>m  his  many  infirmities, 
than  his  end  wm  drawing  neat*.  He  told  his 
fiveods  his  apprebtnsiem  $  and  spoke  of  his 
deadh  wkh  tkit  happy  eomposute  which  usvaHy 
liltenid  the  condusion  ^f  a  good  Kfe.  He  was 
soon  after  confined  to  hb  chambifer.  His  under «^ 
standing  continued  perfect  to  the  last.  Of  the 
mattMr  of  his  tflduagieaife  of  tbe  world,  we  hare 
the  iUlowiiig  mcoount. 

R 

A  few  days  before  bis  death.  Wing  otdered 
himself  to  be  raised  in  his  bed,  he  sent  for  the 
poor  ;  Mid  beckoning  them  to  his  bed-side,  he 
totd  tbem,  he  perceived  that  he  was  goiirg  out  of 
the  wotidl.  tte  trusted  they  WouM  be  his  wit- 
nesses at  the  great  day,  that  he  had  endeavoured 
to  do  his  doty  among  them ;  and  he  praye$ 
God  to  teinetnber  tliem  after  he  was  gone.  He 
would  not  have  them  weep  for  him.  If  ever  he 
had  told  them  auy  thing  good,  he  #ould  have 
them  remember  that  in  his  stead.  Above  all 
things,  he  exhorted  them  to  lear  God,  ^nd  teep 
fats  eomwaadments ;  teilifig  them,  if  they  w<yu!d 
do  this,  they  coold  never  be  left  cotofbrtlesj^. 
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He  next  ordered  his  scholars  to  be  called  ifi» 
To  these  likewise  he  made  a  short  speech^  re« 
minding  them,  that  this  was  their  time,  if  they 
had  any  desire  to  qualify  themselves  for  being 
of  use  in  the  world:  that  learning  was  well 
worth  their  attention/  but  that  virtue  was  of 
much  greater  impoxtance  to  thefn« 

'  • , .  .  ..'■''"  •  • 
>  He  next  ;»horted  his  servants  t  atld  then  sent 
for  several  persons,  who  had  not  profited  by  his 
advice,  according  to  his  wishes;  and  Upon 
whom  he  imagined  his  dying  words  toiight  have 
a  better  effect,  {lis  speech  began  to  falter 
l)efore  he  had  finisi^d.  his  exhbrtations.  The 
•remainiag  hours  of  his  life,  he  spf^nt  in  prayer, 

and  in  broken  conversations  with  some  select 
friends.  He  often  mentioned  the  consolations  of 
Christianity;  declared  that  they  were  thq  only 
true  ones ;  a,nd  that  nothing  else  cpuld  bring  a 
man  peace  at  the  last — He  died  in  1583,  and 
in  the  sixty  sixth  year  of  his  age. 

;        •  --'>         ,    ■         .        I  '    ■   •  > 

,  In  the  preceding  sketch  of  the  life  of  this 
.eminent  Christian>  and  in  the  account  of  his 
deatl)j^   we  perceive,  the    aaimating  power  of 
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religion  on  his  mind.    The  following  fiuthfiil 

» 

summary  of  his  character,  marks  yeiy  con- 
spicuously the  happy  influence  of  the  same 
Divine  principle;  and  exhibits  to  etery  reader 
a  most  instructive  lesson. 

'  The  natural  disposition  of  this  worthy  man,  was 
of  a  serious  cast :  yet  among  his  particular  friends 
he  was  uncommonly  cheerful,  sometimes  iaceti« 
ous.  His  general  behaviour  was  very  affable.  His 
severity  had  no  object  but  himself :  to  others, 
lie  was  gentle,  candid,  and  indulgent.  Never 
did  virtue  sit  with  greater  ease  on  any  one ;  had 
less  moroseness ;  or  pould  mix  more  agreeably 
with  whatever  was  innocent  in  common  life. 

He  had  a  most  extraordinary  skill  in  the  art 
of  managing  a  fortune.  He  considered  himself 
barely  as  a  steward  for  other  people;  and  took 
care,  therefore,  that  his  own  desires  never  ex- 
ceeded what  calm  reason  dould  justify.  Extra- 
vagance was,  with  him,  another  word  for  injus- 
tice. Amidst  all  his  business,  he  found  leisure 
to  lo6k  into  his  affairs;  well  knowing  that  fVu- 
gaKty  is  the  support  of  charity. 


£k  wa»  the  qao$l;  can4i4  intarpr^ter  of  th9  ^ 
words  aod  actions  gf  ^heiSt:  when^  h^  plw% 
fi^iW  fEiiliDgs,  be  wottld  make  evory  possibU  aflowif 
«qice  for  tbem,  Hq  used  to  exprois  a  partH^lar 
indignation  at  slander;  often  sayinj^,  'VSI^ndeK^ 
more  than  theft,  deserves  the  gallows/*  He  was 
reipaj^kably  guarded  whw^  be  spoke:  of  others;  lie , 
<2oasider^  common  fame  as  a  &lsa  m^iumi  mA  a 
loaa's  rc^putatioi^  as  his  vc^wi  taluable  property. 

m 

His  sinceiftty  was  such  as  became  his  othsi 
virtues.  He  had  the  strictest,  regard  to  truth,  of 
which  his  whole  life  was  one  cossisteitf  eacanipLe;. 
4/UL  \k%\e  arts  mad  sinister  practicesy  those  ingre* 
dient«  of  worldly  prvd^Bce,.  be  disdained.  His 
perseverance  in  so  commendable  a  practice,  in 
whatever  difficulties  it  might  at  first  involve  him^ 
raised  hisxharacter,  in  tlie  issue^  above  malfoe 
and  e&vy ;  and  gave  him  that  nveigbt  aotd  in^ 
flnence  in  every  thing  he  undertook,  which 
nothing  but  an  ap{iroved  sincerity  ca^  gii^e, 

■  .  / 

Whatever  bis  other  virtues  vere^  their  Iqatre 

was  greatly  increased  by  bis  humility.    To  con-r 

quer  religious  pride  is  ons  of  the  best  effecta  of 
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rriigion;    an  effect  wbich  his  refigioa  in  the 
most  striking  manner  produced. 

With  regard  to  bis  clerical  office^  no  man 
could  be  more  strongly  influenced  by^  a  det^re  of 
discharging  bis  duties.  As  soon  as  he  rnidertook 
the  care  of  a  parish,  it  engrossed  his  attention. 
The  pleasures  of  life  he  totally  relinqubhed>  and 
even  restrained  his  favourite  pursuita  of  litera- 
ture. .  This  was  the  more  commendable  in  hin|^ 
as  he  always  had  a  strong  inclination  for  ratice- 
ment ;  and  was  often  violently  tempted-  to  shut 
himself  up  in  some  university  at  home  or  abroad^, 
and  live  there  sequestered  from  the  would..  But 
his  conscience  connected  his  inclination  ^  as.  ))e 
th<>ttght  the  life  of  a  mere  recluse,  by  no  means 
agreeable  to  the  active  principles  of  Christiamty. 
The  veiy  repose  to  which  his  age  laid  claim,  he 
would  not  indulge:  but,  as  long  as  be  hail. 
strength  suflicient,  he  persevered  in  the  laborious 
discharge  of  the  various  duties  of  his  station,  and 
in  the  exercise  of  a  most  extensive  charity. 

In  respect  to  his  benevolence,  it  may  jiistly  be 
said;,  that  no  man  had  more  disinterested  views* 
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or  madf^  the  common  good  more  the  study  of 
his  life;  which  was  iudeed,  the  best  comment 
on  the  great  Christian  principle  of  universal 
charity.  He  called  nothing  bis  own;  there  was 
nothing  he  could  not  readily  part  with  for  the 

« 

service  of  others.  In  his  charitable  distributions^ 
he  bad  no  measure  but  the  bounds  of  his  in- 
come, a  small  portion  of  which  was  always  laid 
out  on  himself.  Nor  did  he  give  as  if  he  were 
granting  a  favour,  but  as  if  he  were  paying  a 
debt :  all  obsequious  service  or  acknowledgment 
the  genero^ty  of  his  heart  disdained* 

No  part  of  his  character  was  more  coii^ 
spicuous  than  his  piety.  He  thought  religion 
was  his  principal  concern ;  and,  of  course,  made 
the  attainment  of  just  notions  respecting  it,  his 
chief  study.      To  what  was  matter  of   mere 

.speculation,  he  paid  little  or  no  regard?  such 
opinions  only  as  influenced  practice,  he  thought 

•concerned  him.  He  knew  no  other  end  of 
religion  than  a  holy  life:  and  therefore  in  all 
his  inquiries  about  it,  he  considered  himself 
as  looking  after  truths,  which  were  to  influence 

<his  cbnduct,  and  make  him  a  better  man.    All 
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^is  ihoml  Virttted  beieame  Christian  dnes;  they 
Wei^  formed  upoa  Eiicfa  nidtives,  and  they  re- 
spected such  eods^  M  Christianity  approves  and 
dirtets.  tt  was  his  dsuly  car<e  Vb  conform  him* 
self  to  the  will  of  God ;  upon  whose  providence 
he  absdutely  depended>  in  all  conditions  of  life. 
He  was  resigned^  easy>  and  cheerful  under 
whatever  commonly  reputed  misfortiines  he 
met  with.  Believing  in  a  particular  providence^ 
he  was  grateful  to  Heaven  for .  every  benefit ; 
iand'  studied  to  improve  rdigiously  eveiy  af- 
flictive event. 

•.  • 

Such  were  the  life  and  character  of  this  distiii- 

jgdished  person.  A  conduct  so  agreeable  tit)  the 
strictest  rules  of  religion  dnd  morality^  g:ained 
him,  among  his  contempoi*aries,  as  wfeus  before 
observed,  the  title  df  the  'Northern  Apostle/ 
The  parallel  was  indeed  striking.  His  quitting 
the  ancient  doctrines,  iti  the  utmost  reverence 
of  which  he  had  been  educated;  the  persecu- 
tions he  met  with  for  tlie  sake  of  his  integrity; 
tiie  danger  he  often  ran  of  martyrdom ;.  his  con- 
tempt of  the  world;  his  unweari^  application 
to  the  business  of  his  calling;  and  the  boldness 

G 
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an4  fieedbm  irHh  ^i^viueb  he  r^piroved  tbe  giiiltj, 
whatever  their  foitttoes  or  stations  "were ;  might 
justly  cbumcUtut  bim  a  truly  afKiAtoiic  {»eF« 


Viewed  with  9tKh  «  life,  liow  mean  imd  cod^ 
tewptible  do  the  idle  amvsemeiitB  of  the  world 
appear !  how  trifliog  that  aniotemipted  succes- 
aion  of  serious  folly,  which  engagte  a  .great  part 
of  nahkind,  who  crowd  into  a  small  eompaas 
every  important  concern  of  life!  How  much 
more  nobly  does  that  person  act,  who,  unmov^ 
by  all  that  the  world  calls  great  and  happy, 
can  separate  appearances  from  realities,  and 
attecKl  only  to  what  is  just  and  right;  wlio,  not 
content  witli  the  closet  attainment  of  speculative 
vtrtuej  maintains  each  worthy  resolution  that 
he  forms;  jmd  perseveres  steadily,  like  this 
excellent  man^  in  the  conscientious  discliarge 
of  the  duties  of  that  station,  whatever  it  be,  in 
which  Providence  has  placed  him  !  ^ 


*  These  memoirs  are  prisctpal}/  taken  from  a  woik  tntkMi, 
«*The  Life  of  Bernard  Gilpin.'  by  WiWam  Gilpin,  M.Af^ 
1l  is  a  yaloable  and  interesting  pieoe  of  biography* 


(  ««  ) 
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JANE,  QUEEN  OF  NAYARRE. 

This  excdtent  queen  was  the  daughter  of 
Henry  II.  king  of  Navarre,  and  of  Margaret  of 
Orieans^  sister  to  Francis  I.  king  of  France,. 

She  was  bora  in  the  year  1528. 

f 

From  her  childhood  she  was  carefully  edu* 
cated  in  the  protestant  religion^  to  which  isihe 
stea4fiE|6tly  adhered  all  her  days.  Bi$hop  Burnet 
says  of  her;  *'  that  she  both  received  the 
reformation,  and  brought  her  subjects  to  it: 
that  she  not  only  reformed  her  court,  but  her 
whole  principality,  to  such  a  degree,  that  the 
Golden  Age  seemed  t^  have  returned  undcp 
her;  or  rather,  Christianity  appeared  ag^in  with 
its  primitive  purity  and  lustre." 

Tliis  illustrious  queen,  being  invited  lo  jit- 
tend  the  nuptials  of  her  son  and  the  king  of 
France^s  sister,  foil  a  sacrifice  to  the  mftchina* 
tious  of  the  Fr^ncb  cojurt    a^^^ist  the   pji'o- 
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testant  religion.  The  religious  fortitude  atlct 
genuine  piety,  with  which  she  was  endued,  did 
not,  however,  desert  her  in  this  great  conflict, 
and  at  the  approach  of  deaths 

To  some  tiiat  were  about  her,  near  the  con- 
clusion of  her  time,  she  said :  ^^  I  receive  alt 
this  as  from  the  hand  of  God,  my  most  merciful 
father :  nor  have  I,  during  my  extremity,  feared 
to  die,  much  less  murmured  against  God  for 
inflicting  this  chastisement  upon  me^  knowing 
that  whatsoever  he  does  with  me,  he  so  orders 
it,  that,  in  the  end,  it  shall  turn  to  my  everiast^^ 
inggood/' 

When  she  saw  her  ladies  and  women  weep* 
ing  about  her  bed,  she  blamed  them,  saying: 
"Weep  not  for  me,  I  pray  you,  God^  by  this 
^sickness,  calls  me  hence  to  enjoy  a  better  life : 
and  now  I  shall  enter  into  the  desired  haven, 
towards  which  this  frail  vessel  of  mine  has 
been  a  long  time  steering/' 

She  expressed  some  concern  for  her  children^ 
9s  they  would  be  dejprived  of  her  in  their  tender 
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ye^rs ;  but  added ;  ^'  I  doubt  not  that  God  him- 
self will  be  their  father  and  protector,  as  he  has 
ever  been  mine  in  my  greatest  afflictions:  I» 
therefore,  commit  them  wholly  to  his  govern- 
ment  and  fatherly  care. — I  believe  that  Christ  is 
my  only  Mediator  and  Saviour ;  and  I  look  for^ 
salvation  from  no  other.  O  my  God  \  in  thy 
good  time,  deliver  me  from  the  troubles  of  this 
present  life,  that  I  may  attain  to  the  felicity 
which    thou    bast    promised  to  bestow  upoa 


me. 


G3 
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SiB  FRANCIS  WAt^SINGHAM, 

Sir  Francis  Wa'lsinghaM,  >n  eminent  p^N 

'$on  in  the  reign  of  qiieen  Elizabeth,  \^as  born  a^ 
Chisleliurst  in  Kent,  of  an  ancient  atid  honour*, 
able  family.  He  made  great  progress  In  hia 
studies  at  Cambridge;  and,  to  complete  hi& 
education,  travelled  into  foreign  countries,  where 
he  acquired  various  languages,  ^.nd  great  accomr 
plishmenta.  He  was  three  times  seat  ambas- 
sador to  France,  Queen  Elizabeth  made  him. 
secretary  of  state,  and  employed  him  in  the 
most  important  affairs.  He  had,  indeed,,  a  great 
share  in  promoting  and  acgoinpUshing  the  ex- 
traordinary measures  which  distinguished  tha^ 
illustrious  reign.  Jt  may  justly  be  said,  that  he 
was  one  of  the  most  refined  politicians,  and  most 
penetrating  statesmen,  that  are  known  in  history. 
He  had  an  adniirs^ble  talent,  both  in  discovering 
ftnd  managing  the  secret  recesses  of  the  heart. 
Ta  his  sagacity  and  diligence,   under  DiviuQ 
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PiroTideoce,  vMjy  be  attributed  the  defeat  of  the 
king  of  Spain*!  iprand  Armada^ 

This  great  man  furnished  a  remarkable  proof 
of  his  disinterestedness,  and  his  preference  of  the 
pabh'c  to  his  private  interest;  for  after  all  his 
eminent  services  to  his  country,  he  was  so  poor, 
that,  excepting  his  library,  which  was  a  very 
fine  one,  he  had  scarcely  effects  enough  to 
defray  the  expense  of  his  funeraK 

Some  time  before  his  deaths  which  happened 
in  1590,  he  became  deeply  impressed  with  a^ 
sense  of  the  superior  importance  of  religion  to 
all  other  considerations*  In  a  letter  to  his  fellow- 
secretary  Burleigh,  lord  treasurer  of  England,  he 
writes  thus :  "  We  have  lived  enough  to  our 
country,  our  fortunes,  our  sovereign:  it  is  high 
time  to  begin  to  live  to  ourselves,  and  to  our 
God.*'  This  giving  occasion  for  some  facetious 
person  to  visit,  and  to  try  to  divert  him;  "Ah!** 
said  he,  '^  while  we  laugh,  all  things  are  serious 
around  us.     God  is  serious,  who  preserves  us, 

and  has  patience  towards  us;  Christ  is  serious, 
who  shed  his  blood  for  us;  the  H8ly  Spirit  is 

G4 
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serious  when  he  strives  with  us;  the  whole 
creation  is  serious  in  serving  God  and  us;  aU 
^re  serious  ip  another  wo^Id :  how  suitable,  tUen^^ 
is  it  for  man  to  be  serious  I  and  ^loiy  cai^  he  ^ 
gay  and  \x\^\^  ^"^ 


<  w  ) 


SECTION  VIII. 


XADY  JANE  GREn^. 


This  excellent  personage  was  descended  from 
the  royal  line  of  England,  by  both  her  parents. 
She  was  carefully  educated  in  the  principles  of 
the  Reformation.  Besides  the  solid  endowments 
of  piety  and  virtue,  she  possessed  the  most 
engaging  disposition,  and  the  most  accom* 
plished  parts.  Being  of  an  equal  age  with  king 
]^ward  VI,  she  received  her  education  with 
him,  and  seemed  even  to  possess  a  jester 
fecility  in  acquiring  every  part  of  manly  and 
classical  literature.  She  attained  a  knowledge 
of  the  Roman  and  Greek  languages,  as  well  as 
of  several  modern  tongues ;  passed  most  of  het 
time  in  application  to  learning;  and  expressed 
a  great  indiiBTerence  for  the  occupations  and 
amusements  usual  with  persons  of  her  seK  and 
station.  Roger  Ascham,  tutor  to  the  princess 
Elizabeth,  having  at  one  time  paid  her  a  visits 
found  her  employed  in  reading  Plato,  while  the 
jest  of  the  family  were  engaged  in  a  party  of 
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hunting  in  the  park;  and  upon  his  admiring  the 
singularity  of  her  choice,  she  told  him,  that 
^'she  received  more  pleasure  from  that  author, 
than  others  could  reap  from  all  their  sports  and 
gaiety/V 

Tbts^  amiable  lady  leD  an  innocent  yictim 
to  the  wild  amhifion  of  the  duke  of  North* 
vmbcriattd^  who  haYing  effected  a  marriage 
between  *  h«r  and  hh  son  lord  Guildfoird  Dud** 
ley,  raised  her  t<^  tlie  throne  of  {In^land^  ia 
4efianoe  of  the  rights  ^of  the  princesses:  Mary 
And  £lij|abeth«  At  the  time  of  her  marriage^ 
«he  was  but  eighteen  years  of  age}  and  hef 
hMsband  was  also  very  young* 

4 

Her  hf  art,  replete  with  the  love  of  Ht^atiir^ 
«nd  serious  studiest  and  with  toidemess  towanb 
her  husband^  who  was  des^^ing  of  her  action, 
had  never  opened  itself  to  the  flatter^g  allure^ 
ments  of  ambition  i  and  the  inforination  of  her 
advancement  to  the  throne  was  by  no  means 
agreeable  to  her.  She  even  refused  to  accept 
the  crown;  pleaded  the  superior  right  of  the  two 
princesses;  .expressed  hex  dread  cf  the  conse^ 
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qaencte  attending  an  enterprise  b6  dangerons^ 
not  to  saj  80  oriminal;  and  desired  to  remain 
in  that  private  station  in  which  the  was  bom. 
Overcome  at  last  by  the  entreaties,  rather  than 
hy  the  reasons,  of  her  fattier  tmd  father-in-law^ 
]and,  above  all»  of  lier  busbandt  she  submitted  to 
their  wiJI,  and  was  prevailed  ott  to  refinquish  her 
own  jttdgm^nU  But  her  elevation  was  of  verj 
short  continuance*.  The  nation  deckred  for 
^een  Mary :  and  lady  Jane  Grey,  after  wearing 
the  vain  pageantry  of  a  croWn  daring  ten  days» 
returned  to  a  private  life^  with  much  more 
satisfaction  than  she  couM  have  felt  when 
royalty  was  tendered  to  her, 

Queen  Mary,  who  appears  to  have  been  in«- 
capable  of  generosity  or  clemency,  determined 
to  remove  every  person  from  whom  the  leiist 
danger  coald  be  apprehended.  Warning  was, 
tlierefiore,  given  to  lady  Jane  to  prepaid  for 
death;  a  doom  which  she  had  expected,  and 
which  ttMLinnooence  of  her  life,  as  wdl  pus  the 
misfortunes  to  which  she  had  been  exposed, 
tendered  no  unwelcome  news  to  her.^  The 
Queen's  bieoted  zezL  under  colour  of  tender 
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mercy  to  the  prisoner's  soul^  induced  her  to  semt 
prietts^  who  molested  her  with  perpetual  disr 
putatimi;  and  even  a  reprieve  of  three  days  was 
granted  her»  in  hopes  that  she  would  be  per> 
waded,  during  that  time,  to  pay,  by  a  timdy 
conversion  to  popery,  some  regard  to  her  eternal 
welfare^  Lady  Jane  had  presence  of  mind,  in 
^ose  melancholy  circumstances,  not  only  to 
defend  her  religion  hy  solid  arguments^  but  also 
io  write  a  letter  to  her  sister,  in  the  Greek  laur 
{[uage ;  in  which  she  exhorted  her  to  maintain, 
in  every  fortune,  a  like  steady  perseverance^ 
On  the  day  of  her  execution,  her  husbandy  lord 
Guildford,  desired  permission  to  see  her;  but 
she  refused  her  consent,  and  sent  him  word, 
Ihat  the  tenderness  of  their  parting  would  c^er- 
come  the  fortitude  of  both,,  and  would  too  muck 
4inbend  their  minds  from  that  constancy,  which 
their  approaching  end  required.  Their  sepa* 
ration,,  she  said,  would  be  only  for  a  moment; 
and  they  would  soon  rejoin  each  other  in  a 
scene,  where  their  affectimis  would  be  for  ever 
united,  and  where  death,  disappointments,  and 
misfortunes,  could  no  longer  have  access  to 
them,  or  disturb  their  eternal  felicity. 
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it  had  been  intended  to  execute  thie  lady  Jatie 
her  husband  on  the  same  scaffi^,  at  Towei^ 
hilt;  bAt  the  council  dreading  the  Compassion  of 
the  people  for  Iheir  youth,  beauty^  innocence^ 
and  noble  birth,  changed  theii'  orders,  and  gave 
dilutions  that  they  should  be  beheaded  within 
the  vei^e  of  the  Tower.  She  saW  her  husband 
fed  to  iexe6ntion;  and,  h^Etving  given  him  icon 
the  window  some  token  of  her  remembrance^ 
waited  with  tranquillity  till  her  own  appointed 
hour  should  bring  her  ts^  a  like  fate.  She  even 
saw  his  headless  body  canried  back  in  a  cart; 
and  found  herself  more  confirmed  by  the  reports 
which  she  heard  of  the  constancy  of  his  end* 
than  shaken,  by  so  tender  and  melancholy  a 
spectacle,  ^r  John.  Gage,  conptable  of  ih6 
Tower,  when  he  led  her  tOr  execution,  desired 
her  to  bestow  on  him  some  small  present,  which 
he  might  keep  as  a  perpetual  memorial  of  her.. 
She  gave  him  her  table-book,  where,  she.  had 
just  written  three  sentences,  on  seeing  her  husr 
band'js  dead  body;  one  in  Greek,  another  in 
Latin,  a  third  in  English.  The  purport  of  them 
was,  that  human  justice  was  against  his  body^ 
but  that  Divine  Mercy  would  be  favourable  t^ 
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his  soul ;  that  if  her  &alt  desenred  pnnUhtnent^ 

her  youth,  at  least,  and  her  impradeiiGe,  if ^fg 

worthy  of  excuse  i  and  that  God  and  ppsterity^ 

she  trusted,  would  show  her  favour*    On  the 

scaffold,  she  made  a  speech  to  the  by-standers, 

in  which  the  mildness  of  her  disposition  led  her 

to  take  the  Uame  entirely  on  hersdf,  without 

uttering  one  complaint  against  the  severity  with 

which  she  had  been  treated.    She  said,  that  her 

offence  was,  not  that  she  had  laid  her  hand 

upon  the  crown,  but  diat  sh^  had  not  rejected 

it  with  sufficient  constancy :  that  she  had  erred 

less  through  ambition,  than  through  reverence 

to  her  parents,  whom  she  had  been  tang^it  te^ 

respect  and  obey:  thsit  she  willingly  receitedl 

death,  as  the  only  satisfaction  which  she  could 

now  make  to  the  injured  state ;  and  thoyigh  her 

iirfringement  pf  the  laws  had  been  qonstrain^, 

^e  would  show,  by  her  vduutafy  submissiofi  tff 

their  sentence,  that  she  was  d^irpps  to  atpn^ 

for  that  disobedience,  into  which  too  muqh  filiiai 

{>iety  bad  betrayed  her:    that  she  hf^l  justly 

deserved  this  punishniient,  for  being  maile  th^ 

instrument,    though  the  unwilling  iiKtriin;ien.t, 

!0f  the  ambition  of  others ;  and  that  the  story 
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nf  her  Ufe,  she  hoped»  might  at  kast  be  uaeftil, 
by  proviDg  that,  umoceiice  of  mieDtion  excuses, 
not  aetkms.  that  any  way  tend  to  tbe  destruction 
of  tlie  commonweiUh.r*After  utteriis^  these 
words^  she  claused  herself  to  be  disrobed  by  her. 
woni^»  and  with  a.  steady,  serine  countenance 
submitted  herself  to  the  executioner. 

We  shall  conclude  the  account  of  this  virtuous 
and  excellent  young  person,  with  a  few  i^emarliLd 
respectinj^  her^  made  by  bishop  Burnet. 

"She  read,"  says  he,  "  the  Scriptures  much; 
and  had  attained  great  knowledge  of  religious 
subjects.  But  with  all  her  advantages  of  birth 
and  parts,  she  was  so  humble^  so  gentle,  and 
pious,  that  all  people  both  admired  and  loved 
her.  She  had  a  mind  wonderfully  raised  above 
the  world;  and  at  the  age,  when  others  are 
but  imbibing  the  notions  of  philosophy,  she 
had  attained  to  the  practice  of  the  highest 
precepts  of  it.  She  was  neither  lifted  up  with 
the  hope  of  a  crown,  nor  cast  down,  when  she 
saw  her  palace  made  afterwards  her  prison ; 
but  maintained  an   equal  temper  of  mind  in 
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those  great  inequalities  bf  fortune^  ihslt  iO' 
fluddeiily  exalted  and  depressed  her.  All  thi^ 
passion  which  she  expressed,  v^as  that  ivhicb 
is^  of  the  noMest  sort,  and  tirhich  is  the  indi-^ 
cation  of  tender  and  genei^ous  natures,  being^ 
unch  affected  with  the  troubles  liirhich  heff 
husband  and  father  suffered  on  her  accocint^ 
She  rejoiced  at  her  approaching  end;  since 
nothing  could  be  to  her  more  welcome,  than 
to  pass  from  this  valley  of  misery,  io  that 
heavenly  threne  to  which  she  was  to  be  ad* 
vanced/' 
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SIR  WALTER  RALEIGH. 

Sir  Watjter  Raleigh,  an  illustrious  English. 
mm^  of  an  ancient  family  in  Devonshire,  was 
bom  in  J552.  He  was  a  man  of  admirable 
parts,  extensive  kn^owledge,  undaunted  resolu- 
tion, and  strict  honour  and  honesty. .  Ai  a  sol- 
dier,  a  statesman,  and  a  scholar^  he  was  greatly 
distinguished;  and  was  aninently  useful  to 
queen  Elizabeth^  whp  protected  and  encourag;ed 
liim  in  the  various  enterprisfes  which  he  pror 
jected.  He  was  the  di^cpverer  of  Virginia; 
and  tooV  effectual  measures  for  the  settlement 
of  the  couijLtry^  and  for  promoting  its  pros- 
perity. 

His  active  enterprises  against  the  Spaniards, 
both  in  Europe  and  South  Auxerica,  excited  the 
particular  enmity  of  the  court  of  Spain,  which 
used  every  means  to  effect  his  destruction. 
During  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  these  machina- 

H 


08  SIR  WAtT^ai  iUleigh, 

tions  were  fruitless^  but  on  the  ^cession  pf 
James  I.  sir  Walter  lost  his  interest  at  courts 
was  sffipped  of  his  ^ei^pl^ynentSi  and  unjustly 
ficcused  and  condemned  for  a  plot  against  the 
king.  He  was  afterwards  trusted  hy  James 
ivith  a  commission  of  considerable  importance ; 
attd  thus  vittudliy  ^rtioned  fer  «M  suppose^ 
offences.  The  tn^lice  of  his  cnextiies,  however, 
at  length  pfetailed  agarftst  him ;  and  he  w«s 
pusilfctntmously  sacrificed  tt)  appteiase  the  Spani<^ 
ards,  who,  whilst  Raleigh  iltjed,  though  erery 
part  rf  their  dominions  fai  ifttoger. 

•  •  • 

He  was  exe<?irte<l  in  OW  'Palace  Iftird,  In  tttti 
sixty  sixth  year  cf  Ws  ftge.  Mis  bfchfcvietir  <m 
the  scaffold  i^as  manly,  unaffected,  and  even 
cheerful.  Being  asked  by  the  executioner  whrdh 
way  he  would  lay  his  head,  be  answered :  "So 
the  heart  be  right,  it  is  po  matter  which  way 
the  head  Jies." 

r 

During  his  imprisonuMit,  ttnd  witfi  ike  ppoi- 
pect  of  death  before  him,  he  wrote  the  fMMv'mg 
letters  to  bis  son,  and  to  his  wife^  Theycon- 
iaipi  many  solettin  and  affecting  admopitiorts ; 


SfB  Vfi^hTSBi  RALEIGH.  99 

and   teiti^  tt^^  iaAwatfi  af  religioti   on   his 

mod* 

la^he  letter  to  his  soi^  he  s»ys :  <'  My  soo. 
Jet  mj  esq^ierieuced  advioe>  ftod  Aitherly  tiistnic- 
tlonB^  sink  deep  into  thy  bjmft^    Sedt  not  riches 
l>3sely5  nor  attaipi  thun  by  evU  meaqs.    destroy 
po  miuDL  for  his  wealthy  nor  take  any  thing  from 
the  poor;  for  the  cry  thereof  will  pierce  the 
heavens :  and  it  is  most  detestable  before  God, 
and  most  dishonourable  before  worthy  men,  to 
wrest  any  thing  from  the  needy  and  labouring 
soul.      God  will  never  prosper  thee,  if  tliou 
^endest  therein.     Use  thy  poor  neighbours  send 
t^nante  weU*     Have  coiii|ia«sH>n  on  the  poor 
and  af^iot^,  and  Qod  will  bless  thee  for  it. 
i^al^e  pot  the  hungry  soul  sorrowful :  for  if  he 
owse  thee  in  ithe  bitterness  of  bis  spirit^  his 
pii^yfer  shall  be  h^usA  of  Him  that  made  hiqi. 

"  Nomr,  ifor  the  world,  dear  obild,  I  know  it 
too  well  to^persupule  thee  to  dive  into  the  prac- 
tiQes  af  it ;  rather  stand  upon  thy  guard  against 
all  those  thi9t  Ibempt  tliee  to  it,  or  lEkay  practise 
upon  thee,  whether  in  thy  conscience,  thy  repm 

H2 
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tation,  or  tby  estate.  Be  assured,  that  no  man 
is  wise  or  safe,  but  he  that  is  honest.  Serve 
God.  Commend  all  thy  endeavours  to  him, 
who  will  either  wither  or  prosper  them.  Please 
him  with  prayer;  lest  if  he  frown,  he  confound 
all  thy  fortune  and  labour,  like  the  drops  of  rain 
upon  the  sandy  ground.     May  God  direct  thee 

in   all  thy  ways,    and   fill  thy  heart  with  bis 

'    ...     Ik     .111'    ^ .  I      • 

grace !  ** 


tHE   FOLLOl^ING  IS    A   COPY  OF  THE  LJETTER  TO 

:  * . .       '  '        r-. . '  t      ..     '    t  •  ■       •  5    ■    t      •       ":     t    •  •  • 


HIS    WIFE. 

»  •  ••       '  •  - 


**  You  will  receive,  my  dear  wife,  piy  last 
words,  in  these  my  last  lines.  My  love  I  sep^ 
you,  which  you  may  keep  when  I  am  dead; 
and  my  counsel,  that  you  may  remember  it 
when  r  am  no  more.  I  would  not,  with  my 
will,  present  you  sorrows,  dear  wife  j  let  them 
go  to  the  grave  with  me,  and  be  burie^  in  the 
dust :  and  seeing  that  it  is  not  the  will  of  God 
that  I  shall  see  you  any  more,  bear  my  destrucr 
tion  patiently,  and  with  a  heart  like  yoursejll 
First,  I  send  you  a]l  the  thanks  which  my  heart 
can  conceive,  or  my  words  express,  for  your 
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many  travails  and  cares  for  me:  for  though  they 
have  not  taken  effect,  as  you  wished,  yet  my 
debt  to  you  is  not  the.  less ;  but  pay  it  I  never 
shall  in  this  world.  Secondly,  I  beseech  you, 
for  the  love  you  bear  me  living,  that  you  do 
not  hide  yourself  many  days ;  lyrit  by  your 
travails  seek  to  help  my  miserable  fortunes,  and 
the  right  of  your  poor  child :  your  mourning 
cannot  avail  me,  who  am  but  dust*  Thirdly, 
you  shall  understand,  that  my  lands  were  con- 
veyed, bona  fidey  to  my  child :  the  writihgs 
were  drawn  at  midsummer  was  a  twelvemonth, 
as  divers  can  witness.  I  trust  my  blood  will 
quench  their  malice  who  desired  my  slaughter; 

and  that  they  will  not  seek  to  kill  you  and 
yours  with  extreme  poverty. 


"  To  what  friend  to  direct  you,  I  know  not ; 
for  all  mine  have  left  me  in  the  truer  time  of 
trial.  Most  sorry  I  am^.that  being  surprised  by 
death,  i  can  ieave  you  no  better  estate :  God 
hath  prevented  all  my  determinations;  that  great 
God,  who  worketh  all  in  all.  If  you  can  live 
free  from  wiant,  care  for  no  more ;  for  the  rest 
is$  but  vanity.     Love  God,  and  begin  by  times ; 

H3 
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in  hiiki  yoti  will  find  tme  and  etidkHisr  eonffort  t 
when  you  have  travailed  and  wearied  yourself 
with  at)  sorts  of  wbridly  cogitatioMi  you  will  sit 
down  with  sorrow  iti  the  end.  Teach  yont 
son  also  to  fear  and  i^rve  God  Whilst  he  in 
youngs  that  the  fear  of  God  may  grow  up  ii^ 
him :  then  God  will  be  a  hosband  to  yotij  and 
a  father  to  him:;   a  husfeiand  and  father  tlutt 

can  Qiesrer  be  taken  frem  jrou* 

"  Dear  wife,  t  beseech  you,  fof  riiy  sonFiSf 
sake)  pay  all  poor  mea.    Whent  I  am  dead,  no 
doubt  you  will  be  Aiiich  sought  unto  i  f«r  thiei 
world  thinks  I  was  fery  rich^    Have  a  cam  j^ 
the  £air  pretences  of  naen ;  for  no  greater  misery 
can  befall  you  in  this  liifev  than  to  become  A 
prey  to  the  world,  and  afterwards  to  be  despised^ 
As  for  me,  1  am  no  more  yours,  ner  y^u  mine : 
death  has  cut  us  asunder,  and  God  has  divided 
me  from  the  world  j  srfrf  you  from  me.    Re- 
itnember  your*  poor  child^  Ibr  bis  father's  satse, 
:  who  loved  you  in  his  happieM;  state.    I  sued  fdr 
my  life ;  but,  God  knows^  it  was  for  you  and 
yours  that  1  destced  it:  for  know  it,  my  dear 
wife,  your  di^d  is  the  ehild  of  a  true  mm^  Wb9 
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in  his  own  respecit  despises  death,  and  bis  mis* 
shapen  and  ugly  forms. — ^I  cannot  write  much  i 
God  knows  how  hanlljr  1  steal  this  time,  when 
all  are  adeep  2  and  it  is  also  ttmd  for  me  to 
separate  my  thoo^ts  from  the  world.  Beg  my 
body^  which  lifing  was  denied  you ;  and  eithei* 
lay  it  in  Sherborne,  or  in  Exeter  church,  by  my 
£Mthap«Mlj«0tben 

*^l  CM  sty  t99  w^»i  Um$  9tid  4^th  call 
memM^.  The  dveriaatiDg  G^  po^vrarAfU  hw 
fimte^  mai  isisentabfe  i  G6d  Almi^y»  who  i^ 
gpoAMtnitielfc.tli^  ttrngtJBgitf  wdiMfef  Ifi^pyod 
md  jifinrs,  trndlme  rtiemy npoa  m9^  aid  fw^ 

give  my  persecutors  and  false  MQH^Qi^f  8t|d  sand 
us  to  meet  in  his  glorious  kingdom  \  My  dear 
ivtfe,.  faieweU !  bksi  my  ho(yi  pr^y  J^r  nej 
mtAmtfij  God  hold  yam  bcfth  in  tol  arin^, 

V 

•«  Yours  that  was,  but  not  now  mine  own. 


Hi 
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fefeCtiON  X. 


RICHARD   HOOKER. 


Richard  (Looker  vt^s  bom  near  Exeter^  in 
the  year  1553.  He  possessed  great  learning 
and  sound  judgment ;  and  distinguisted  himself 
by  a  celebrated  wwk^  entitled>  '^  The  Laws  of 
Ecclesiastical  Polity/'  He  Was  a  meek  and 
pious  man,  and  spent .  his  days  in  labouring  to 
promote  th6  glory  :of  his  Creator,  and.  the 
happiness  of  men. 

His  exemplary  life  did  not,  however,  secure 
him  from  enemies,  by  whom  he  was  groBsly 
calumniated^  and  charged  with  conduct  which 
he  abhorred.  Over  these  attacks,  the  good  pro- 
vidence of  God  enabled  him>  at  length,  to 
triumph ;  and  his  slanderers  were  convicted,  and 
duly  punished.  His  grateful  acknowledgments 
to  Heaven,  for  this  deliverance,  were  expressed 
in  these  terms ;  •*  O  my  God,  neither  my  life. 
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nor  my  rq>utatioii,  is  safe  ill  my  own  keep* 
ing',  but  in  tkine,  who  didst  care  for  me^ 
when  I  yet  hung  on  my  mother^s  breast. 
Blessed  are  they  who  put  their  trust  in  thee : 
for  when  false  witnesses  were  risen  up  against 
me;  when  shame  Was  readjr  to  Cover  my 
face  i  when  I  wai^  bowed  down  with  a  horrible 

dread,  and   went  mourning  all  the  day  long; 

.  •      •    •     • 

thbu>  O  Lord,  didst  hear  my  complaint,  pity 
my  condition,  and  art  now  become  my  de* 
liveren  As  long  as  I  live,  I  will  magnify 
thy  mercy,   who  didst  not  give  me   over   t* 

my  enemies." 

•    '        •    •       ^         •  »• 

When  his  slanderers  Were  &bont  to  be 
punished,  he  endeavoured  to  procure  their 
pardon:  but  finding  his  labours  for  this  pur- 
pose fruitless,  he  observed,  "that  he,  would, 
however,  pfay,  that  God  would  give  them 
repentance,  and  patience  to  undergo  their 
punishment."*— After  this  deliverance,  he  was 
often  heard  to  say :  "  O,  with  what  quiet- 
ness did  I  enjoy  tny  soul,  after  I  was  free 
from   the    fears    of    this    slander!    And    how 
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Hooker  was  not  happy  \u  Iw  marri^g^ :  but 
he  eiJide^Youred  to  profit  by  thitr  trials  aod  to  be 
cbeerftlUy  imigned  to  the  isriU  of  Qod^  To  a 
friendi  wt^o  e^i^sed  bib.  sorrow  for  the  troublw 
in  which  he  8a^w  him  Uwolved^  be  humbly  re« 
fi^itd  in  this  maaner :  **  My  dear  friends  if  3aijpdt9 
htnre  u$a^ll^  a  double  share  in  the  miseries  of 
this  lile»  I  that  am  nope  ou^t  not  to  repine  at 
what  my  wise  Creator  hath  allotted  for  me  i  hut 
I  ought  to  labour,  as  indeed  I  do  daily,  to  sub^ 
ttiit  to  his  wilU  and  to  possess  ipy  so^i-  in 
palienee  and  peaee/^ 

A  short  time  be£9re  his  deoth,  this  humble 
and  truly  good  maai  ^pressed  himself  as  fol«^ 
jbws:  '^Ibave  lived  to  see  that  this  world  ii 
&11  of  perturbations ;  and  1  have  been  long  pre- 
paring to  AaavQit, .  and  gathering,  cooiforti  for  the 
«wful  hour  of  making  up  my  aceount  with 
God>  which  I  now  apiu^ehend  to  be  near.    And 


tboiigb  I  hav«,  b]^  bis  gt»ce,  loved  hini  in  mf 
youth>  and  feared  him  in  my  age,  aii4  U^bourai 
to  have  a  conscience  yoML  of  offence  towards 
bim>  and  towards  bU  men  (  yet»  if  thw.  Lord, 
sfaould&t  be  ^Ktremf  to  mark  what,I  bafe  doBff' 
amis^  how  Aall  I  abide  it  ?  Where  I  ha?e  failed^ 
Lord,  show  mercy  to  me ;  for  I  plead  ii^t  vvy 
righteousneite,  but  the  forgiveness  of  my  un- 
righteousness, through  his  merits  who  died  to 
^purchase  pardoft   for  penitent    sinners.      And 
since  I  owe  thee  a  death.  Lord,  let  it  not  be 
terrible,  and  th^n  choose  thy  own  time ;  I  sub* 
mit  to  it.    Let  not  mine»  O  Lord,  but  thy  will 
be  done ! " 

At  another  time,  he  said :  ^<  God  hath  heard 
my  daily  petition :  for  I  am  at  peace  with  all 
tnen,  and  he  is  at  peace  with  me.  From 
this  blessed  assurance,  I  feel  that  inward  joy, 
which  the  world  can  neither  give,  nor  take 
from  me.  My  conscience  beareth  m'e  this 
witness  ^  and  this  witness  makes  the  thoughts 
of  death  joyful.  I  could  wish  to  live,  to  do 
the  church  more  service  j  but  I  cannot  hope 
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it;  for  my  days  are  passed,  as  a  shadow  that 

•     *•      #  .  • 

letnrns  not. 


Soon  after  he  had  littered  these  expressions, 
his  spirits  failed  him ;  knd  a  short  conflict 
put  a  period  to  his  life,  id  the  forty  seventh 

*  *  *  *  .  <  ■  • 

year  ^f  his  age. 
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9ECTI9N   J. 

SIR  PHILIP  SIDNEY, 

Sir  Philip  Sidney  iw^as  born  in  Kent,  in 
the  year  1S54.  He  possessed  shining  talents; 
was  well  educated;  and  at  the  early  age 
of  twenty-one,  was  sent  by  queen  Eliza- 
beth,  as-  her  ambassador  to  the  emperor  of 
Germany.  He  is  described  by  the  writers  6i 
that  age,  as  the  finest  model  of  an  ac- 
complished gentleman  that  could  be  formed, 
even  in  imagination.     An  amiable  disposition. 
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elegant  ertidition^  and  polite  conversation^  ren- 
dered him  the  ornament  and  delight  of  the 
English  court.  Lord  Brooke  so  highly  valued 
his  friendship,  that  he  directed  to  be  inserted 
m  park  of  bis  ^{Htaph,  ^^  Here  Iks  sir  PliiUp 
Sidaey's  iirieAd."  His  lane  ifvas  so  widely 
spimd,  libat,  if  lie  had  chosen  it^  be  fl^iglit 
have  obtained  4he  cvown  of  i^oland* 

But  the  glory  of  this  Maicettiis  oi  tber 
English  nation,  was  of  short  duration.  lie 
was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Zutphen,  and 
carried  to  Arnheim,  where,  ^fter  languishing 
about  three  weeks,  lie  died,  in  the  thirty 
second  year  of  bis  age. 

This^  accomplished  |>ersan,  Bf  the  isoleiM 
period  of  approaching  death,  when  a  ju£|t 
estimate  of  things  is  formed^  aqd^  wben  tlv^ 
mittd  looks  round  fpr  support  and  CA9soJlatiQn> 
perceived  that  the  greatest  wprldly  booouis 
are  only  splendid  vanities,  -and  have  but  >a 
momentary  duration*  At  this  periods  be  w^as 
eo  dissatisfied  with  his  '^  Arcttdia^''  ^^  frocn  antic 
work,   ill    agreeii^    with    bis    present    serious 
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mm$  4f  things,  that)  it  Is  saicl>  he  4eMnA  H 
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After  he  had  received  the  fatal  wound,  and 
was  bfMght  into  «  tent^  he  ptousl^  raised  hU 
eyes  towards  TIeaten,  and  acknowledged  Hbt 

hand  of  Cod  in  this  event,  lie  confessed 
himself  to  be  a  sinner;  and  returned  thanks 
to  <God  '^thait  he  had  not  struck  him  With 
death  at  once,  but  gave  him  space  to  ^ek 
repentance  and  reconciliation/' 

0 

Cotnipdx^  with  his  present  views  of  rdtv. 
gion,  his  former  virtues  seemed  to  be  nothing. 
^When  it  wa3  observed  to  him,  that  good  men, 
io  the  time  ctf  great  affliction,  found  comfort 
^nd  support  in  the  r^coHection  of  those  parts 
of  their  lives,  in  which  they  httd  glorified  God ; 
he  humbly  replied:  «*It  is  not  so  in  me.  i 
have  no  comfort  that  way.  AH  things  in  my 
former  life  have  been  vain.'* 

On  being  asked  whether  he  did  not  desire 
life,  merely  to  have  it  in  his  power  to  glorify 
God,  he  answered :    "  I  have  vowed  my  life 
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unto  God;  apd  if  he  cut  me  off,  apct  suffer 
me  to  liye  no  longer;  I  ^all  glQXify  him,  and 
^ve  up  myself  to  ^i$  service.'' 

The  nearer  death  appi:oached  him,  the  more 
his  qonsolation  and  hopes  increasi^dr  A  short 
time  befot^e  his  dissolution,  he  lifted  up  his 
eyes  and  hands,  a^d  uttered  these  words; 
"  I  w.ould  not  change  my  joy  for  the  i^n^pire 
of  the  world/' 

His  advice  and  observations,  on  jtaking  the 
liast  leave  of  his  deeply  afflicted  i>rother,  are 
worthy  of  remembrance.  They  appear  to 
have  been  expressed  with  great  seriousness  and 
ccHnposure.  ^'Love  my  memory;  cherish  my 
friends.  Their  fidelity  to  me  may  assure  you 
that  they  are  hQpest.  But,  above  all,  govern 
your  wil|ls  and  affectipns,  by  the  will  and  word 
of  your  Creator.  In  me,  l^hdd  the  end  of 
this  world,  and  all  its  vanities/' 


(  iiJ<  ) 
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Sir  CHRtstot>^ft  HAttQN  pmtsseA  grealk 

alMKties,  htgMj  ctiltivatdd  by  studjr  atid  bil8t-> 
nessi  He  was  remarlutUe  for  his  doqaenee 
and  poWefs  of  persuasion.  Qdeen  £li2al)eth^ 
hf  whom  he  was  gready  estewied  and  iavoured, 
made  faitn  lord  high  chancellor  df  ^ngland^ 
And  it  was  remarkable,  that  thoilgh  he  had 
never  followed  Hhe  profisssion  of  the  Uw/  hiii 
knowledge  of  it  Was  so  profound,*  that  none  of 
hfs  decisions,  as  cfaanceltor,  were  eVef  found 
deficient,  either  in  equity  or  judgiilelit. 

This  learned  man  had  a  high  veneration^  for 
the  Holy  Scriptures  ^  and,  a  short  time  before 
his  death,  particularly  recommended  to  his  re- 
lations, to  search  them  seriously  and  diligently^ 
in  order  to  discover  the  will  of  God.  **  It  is, 
ssud  he,  ^'justly  accounted  a  piece  of  excel- 
lent knowledge,  to  understand  the  law  of  the 
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land,  and  the  castoms  of  our  country;  but 
how  much  more  excellent  is  it,  to  know  the 
statutes  of  Heaven,  and  the  laws  of  eternity, 
the  immutable  and  perpetual  laws  of  justice 
and  righteousness  I  to  know  the  will  and  plea* 
sure  of  the  great  Monarch  and  universal  King 
of  the  world!  'I  have  seen  asi  end  of  all 
perfection;  but  thy  commandment^^  Q  Gkid- 
are  exceeding  broad/  *' 

The  knowledge  of  the  Divine  will,  is>  in- 
deed, the  most  important  of  all  knowledge. 
Were  we  possessed  of  the  most  comprehensive 
understanding,  the  finest  imagination,  and  the 
most  capacious  memory;  were  we  able  to 
penetrate  into  all  the  secrets  of  nature,  and 
sound  the  depths  of  every  art  and  science ; 
and  yet  remain  ignorant  of,  or  disregard.  Him 
who  is  the  Author  of  our  being  and  the  Pre- 
server of  our  lives,  our  Sovereign  and  our  Judge; 
we  should,  with  a  great  deal  of  knowledge, 
mistake  our  highest  interests,  and  be  miserable 
for  even 
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Section  nh 
LORD  BACOf^. 

I^RANCis  Bacon^  Tiscoutlt  St.  Albahs^  ah^ 
]6rd  high  ohanceUdr  of  Englatid,  was  b(n*n 
in  the  yes^r  J56K  ;  The  following,  account 
of  this  celebrated  philosopher^  is  taken  fr6nl 
Addisen; 

« 

^^  Sir  Francis  Bacon  was  a  man  who.  fdi' 
greatness  of  geiiius,  and  compass  of  kqowledgei 
did  honour  to  his  age  and  coudtrjr;  I  cottld 
almost  say>  to  human  natpre  itself;    He  pos* 

sessed  at  once  all  thofse  extraordinary  talenti^ 
which  were  divided  amongst  the  greatest  au- 
thors of  antiquity.      He  had   the  sound,  dis- 

« 

tinct,  C0mpi[ehensi?e  knowledge  of  Aristotle^ 
ii^ith  all  the  beautiful  lights,  graces,  apd  em- 
bellishments of  Cicero;  One  does  not  know 
^hich  to  admire  most  in  his  writings,  the 
strength  of  reason,  the  force  of  style,  or  the? 
brightness  of  imagination. 

m 
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^^  I  was  infinitely  pleased  to  find^  among  the 
works  of  this  extraordinary  mtai^  a  prayeir  of 
hii;  own  composing,  which,  for  the  elevation 
of  thought,  and  greatoesg  of  expr^ission,  seems 
rather  the  devotion  of  an  angel  than  of  a  man. 
His  principal  fkidt  appears  to  have  been,'  the 
excess  oiF  that  virtue  whieh  (Hovers  a  multiiude 
of  faults. '  This  betrayed  him  to  so  great  aii 
indulgence  towards  his  servants,  who  made  A 
corrupt  use  of  it,  that  it  stripped  him  of  those 
riches  and  honours.  Which  a  long  series  of 
ifneril^'had  heaped  upon  him.  But  in  this 
prayer,  at  the  Same  time  that  ive  find  hiiA 
prostrating  himself  befori^  the  great  mercy* 
seat,  and  huniMed  under  afflictions,  Which  a( 
that  thne  lay  heavy  ttpon  him'^  we  see  hioi 
supported  by  the  sense  of  bis  integrity,  hii 
zeal,  his  devotion,  and  his  love  of  mankind; 
which  gave  him  a  much  higher  figure,  ia  the 
i^inds  of  thinking  men,  than  that  greatness 
had  done  from  which  Ke  was  fallen.  I  shall 
write  down  the  prrfyer  itself,  as  it  was  found 
among  his  lordship*s  papers,  written  with  hii!i 
own  hand* 
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<^  Most  gracious  Lord  God,  my  merciftii 
Father ;  my  Creator,  my  Redeemer,  my  Com- 
forter !  Aon  somidert  nod  searchest  the  depths 
and  secrets  ef  all  hearts;  thoa  acknowfedgest 
the  upright;  thou  judgest  the  hypocrite; 
▼anity  and  crooked  ways  camot  be  hid  from 
thee. 

^'  Rraiember,  O  Lord,  how  thy  servant  has 
walked  before  thee;  remember  iriiat  I  have 
first  sought,  and  what  has  been  principal  in 
my  intei^ons.  I  have  loved  thy  assemblies; 
I  have  mourned  for  the  divisions  of  thy  church ; 
I  have  delighted  in  the  brightness  of  thy  sanc- 
tuary; I  have  ever  prayed  unto  thee,  that  the 
vme  which  thy  right  hand  hath  planted  in 
this  nation,  might  have  the  fcHtner  ai>d  the 
latter  ram;  and  that  it  might  stretch  its 
branches  to  the  s^ts,  and  to  the  flqods.  The 
state  and  bread  of  the  poor  and  oppressed  havie 
been  precious  in  my  ^es ;  I  have  hated  all 
cruelty  and  hardness  of  heart ;  I  have^  though 
a  despised  weed,  endeavoured  to  procure  the 
good  of  ^  men.  If  any  have  b^een  my 
mi^mies^  I  thought  not  of  them,  neither  has 

13 
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the  sun  gone ^ dawn  upon  iny  displeasure: 
but  I  have  been  as  a  dove,  free  fjxmi  supers 
fluitjr  of  ti^iciottsnete*  Thy  creatures  have 
been  my  b6oks$  but  thy  Scriptures  much  more 
so.  I.  hive 'Sought  thjse  rii^  the  CQUvti^,  tb^ 
fields^  and  the  gardens;  but  I  have  found  thee 
in  thy  teiTjples. 

f' Thousands  have  been  my  siiis>  and  ten 
thousands  my  transgressions :  but  thy  sanoti*- 
ficatiqns  have  remained  with  me;  and  my 
heart,  through  thy  grace,  hath  been  an  ttn» 

quenched  coal  upon  thine  al|ar^ 

t  .  .  .    .         .  , 

f^  O  Lord,  my  strength !  I  have,  from  my 
youth,  met  with  thee  in  all  my  ways ;  in  thy 
fatherly  compassions,  in  thy  merci&il  chastise- 
ments,  and  in  thy  most  visible  providences. 
As  thy .  favours .  have  increased  upon  me,  so 
have  thy  corrections;  as  my  wofidly  blessings 
were  exalted,  so  secret  darts'  from  thee  have 
pierced  me;  and  when  I  have  ascended  before 
men,  I  hare  descended  in  humiliation  before 
thee.  And  now,  when  I  have  been  thinking 
most  of  peace  and  honourj  thy  hand  is  heavy 
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upon  me,  and  has  humbled  me  according  to 
thy  former  loving  kindness,  keeping  me  still 
in  thy  fatherly  school^  not  as  a  bastard,  but 
as  a  child.    Just  are  thy  judgments  upon  me 
for  my  sins,  which  are  more  in  number  than 
the  sands  of  the  sea,  but  which  have  no  pro- 
portion to  thy  mercies.     JBesides  my  innume- 
rable sins,  I  confess  before  tbee,  thaf;  I  am 
a  debtor  to  thee  for  the  gracious  talent  of  thy 
gifts  and  graces;   which  I  have  neither  put 
jnto  a  napkip,  nor  placed,  as  X  ought,  with 
Qschangeirs,   where   it  n)igh|:  have  made  best 
profit;   b]|it  I  have   mispent  it   in  tilings  for 

which  I  was  least  fit;  so  J  may  truly  say, 
my  soul  has  be^n  a  stranger  in  the  course 
of  my  pilgrimage.  Be  merciful  unto  me,  O 
Lord,  for  my  Saviour's  sake;  and  receive  me 
into  thy  bosom,  or  gi^ide  me  in  thy  ways.** 
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\  • 


8IR  HENR?  WOTTON. 


Sir  Henry  Wotton,  an  Eoglishman,  emi- 

nent  for  lep^ming,  and  for  knowledge  in  state 
af&irs^  was  bom  in  the  year  1^68.  He  was 
ofteq  eniployed  by  James  the  firsts  as  am* 
bassador  to  several  of  the  Europes^n  states; 
and  discharged  the  tnist  reposed  in  him>  with 
isibility^  and  tp  the  satisfaction  of  the  king. 
He  enjoyed  the  favour  of  this  prince,  and 
was  much  esteeiped  f^d  itdmired  by  his  co- 
temporaries,  l^ut  these  honours  did  not  af- 
ford him  that  satisfaction  which  a  wise  man 
wishes  to  obtain.  Athidst  them  all,  he  could 
say :  <^  It  is  the  greatest  happiness  of  my 
]i(e,    to    be    ^t   leisure    to  be,    and    to    do 

good." 

Though  he  was  much  esteemed  for  his  wis- 
dom and  regular  deportment,    yet,  near  the 
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end  ot  his  days,  when  he  reflected  seriously 
on  his  past  life,  he  felt  great  concern;  an4 
often  repeated  these  solemn  expressions :  ^'  How 
much  have  I  to  repeiU  ofy  and  how  little  tima 
to  do  it  in ! '' 


{     122    ) 
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PETER  DU  MOULIN. 


Peter  du  Moulin,  an  eminent  protestant 
minister  in  France^  was  born  in  the  year  1568. 
Bayle  calls  him  <<  one  of  the  most  celebrated 
ministers,  that  the  reformed  church  in  France 
ever  had  to  boast  of/'  He  was  a  man  of 
such  eminence,  that  James  the  first  of  Eng« 
land,  employed  him  to  attempt  the  accom- 
plishment of  a  union,  between  the  reformed 
and  Lutheran  churches.  This  pious  and  ex* 
cellent  man  was  remarkable,  through  life,  for 
a  low  opinion  of  himself,  and  an  unwearied 
diligence  in  doing  good«  In  his  last  sickness, 
his  meekness  and  humility  were  particularly 
prevalent.  On  hearing  himself  praised  by  one 
who  thought  he  undervalued  himself,  he  said, 
with  indignation :  "  Away  with  this  flattery, 
and  pray  to  God  to  have  mercy  on  me." 
"  Lord,'*    said  he,    *^  I  have  deserved  nothing 
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but  punishment.  Thou  bast  heaped  bleftsings 
upon  me.  Thou  hast  honoured  me  ^vitfa  a 
holy  calling;  but  I  have  not  laboured  accord- 
iog  to  the  worth  of  it:  I  have  mingled  my 
own  glory  with  thine.  I  have  often  neglected 
tby  service^  to  seek  my  particular  interest. 
0«  how  much  self-love!  what  perverseness  has 
opposed  the  kingdom  of  thy  son  within  me ! 
How  often  have  \  grieved  thy  Holy  Spirit^  by 
idle  thoughts  and  carnal  affections !  and  yet 
thou  hast  always  shown  thyself  a  gracious  and 
merciful  Father  to  me.  Thou  hast^  indeed, 
sometin^es  chastened  me  with  thy  rod.  Thou 
bast  hid  tby  fac€i  ffom  me,  for  a  moment: 
but  thou  hast  remembered  me  iii  tby  great 
compassion. .  Lord,  thpu  art  faitbfbl  in  thy 
promises.  I  am  thy  creature.  Thou  bast  led 
me,  and  taught  me,  fn>m  my  youth :  O  for* 
sake  me  not  in  this  last  period  of  my  life.'' 

To  a  person  who  commended  bis  service, 
in  the  cause  of  religion,  he  replied:  <' Ah,  my 
finend,  you  know  not  bow  much  you  grieve 
me  by  such  language.  I  have  iM>t  done  all 
the  good  I  ought  to  have  done:  and  that  little 
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benefil;  whiclp  the  ehiirch  has  reaped  by  my 
labours,  is  not  from  me^  but  fprom  the  grace 
of  God  which  ^9  in  me;  as  be  freciueBtly 
produces  a  good  effect  i^ith  a  wea^  instra-* 
ment.  I  am  conscious  th^t  |  hare  negl^ted 
my  duty  in  many  things^  and  Qfii^ed  my 
God;  but  I  b^ve  foved  \m  holy  taruth,  and 
I  hope  in  his  n^ercy.'* 

His  sickness  w/is  an  infl^mmatjpn  df  the 
luBgs^  with  an  ague^  which  rdtumed  -mih 
double  violence  every  day  a(  the  same  hour. 
BecoFering  from  o^e  of  tljiese  fits^  he  said: 
^*  My  Gody  whcQ  sb^l  I  rest  in  thy  bosom? 
When  shall  I  drink  of  the  river  of  thy  plea- 
sures? I  am  unworthy  of  it,  O  my  God! 
but  thou  art;  glorified  by  doing  good  to  Ap 
imworthy.  It  is  pot  for  tiwm  who  are  whofey 
but  for  those  who  are  sick,  that  diy  son,  the 
great  physician,  was  sent/' 

A  fittle  before  his  death,  awaking  about 
midnight,  he  said  to  a  person  who  attended 
him :  ''  I  shall  now  soon  be  relieved.  I  am 
going  to  my  Fath^  and  my  God.     He  has 
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h^vA  ni«  indeed.  1  go  to  him  with  confi« 
deuce;  £oi  he  has  aifrajed  me  lirith  the  robe 
of  his  righteousness/*  Soon  after  this,  he 
gently  expirefd;  and  his  coantamncie  retained 
the  expression  of  joj. 
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DR.  DONNE. 


JotiN  t)0NN£>  an  excellent  English  pdet^ 
ivas  bom  in  the  year  1573.  He  was  educated 
in  his  father*s  house  till  the  eleventh  year  of  his 
age,  when  he  was  sent  to  the  nnirersity  of" 
Oxford;  where  it  was  observed  of  him,  that 
*^  he  was  rather  born  wise,  than  made  so  by 
study."  He  travelled  through  Italy  and  Spain  5 
where  he  made  many  useful  observations,  and 
became  well  acquainted  with  the  languages  of 
those  countries.  After  his  return  to  England, 
he  was  solicited  to  go  into  orders^  and  M  ate- 
cept  of  a  benefice.  But,  at  first,  he  prudently 
declined  this  offer  for  several  reasons:  chiefly, 
^*  because  some  former  irregularities  of  his  life, 
had  been  too  notorious  not  to  ei^ose  him  to 
the  censure  of  the  world ;  and  would,  perhaps, 
bring  dishonour  upon  the  sacred,  function/'' 
He  was,  however,  strenuously  urged  by  king 
James  the  first,  with  whom  he  vtras  a  great 
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favouriter^  to  ebter  into  the  clericid  ofl^e:  and 
after  having  matarely  weighed  the  subject,  and 
emplojed- a  considerable  time  in  improving 
himself  by  close  stody^  he  complied  with  the 
king's  desire.  He  was  ordained  deacon  and 
priest  by  the  bishop  ^  of  London  ;^  and  soon 
after  was.  appointed  one  of  the  king's  chap^- 
lains.     On  the  royal  recommendation,  he  was 

presented  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divi- 

« 

nity,  by  thie  university  of  Gambrldge^ 

% 

4 

. '  Dr.  Donne  mov$d  in  a  large  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintance.  He  was  much  visited  and 
caressed  by  the  nobilityy  foreign  ministers,  and 
other  persons  of  distinction.  So  generally  was 
he  beloved  and  esteemed,  that,  within  the  first 
year  of  entering,  into  orders,  he  received  ojBTers 
of  fourteen  different  benefices,  from  persons  of 
rank.  He  preferred,  however,  settling  in  Lon- 
don ^  and  was  made  preachei*  of  Lincoln's 
Inn.  About  this  time,  his  domestic  happiness 
suffered  a  severe  shock,  by  the  death  of  a 
beloved  wife,  who  -left  him  with  a  young 
family  of  seven  children.  Some  years  after 
this  event,  he  had  a  dangerovis  illness  j  which 
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gavci  oeciEtsioti  to  4  work  Mttitledi  ^^  I)erotiotiif 
updn  efkiergetit  oecasiq^tts  ;'*  in  which  the  feN 
voQF  of  his  Bool  Is  strongly  oJrprtsscd.  He  re^ 
eorered  from  this  itidisponttibil;  a(nd  lived  in 
goad  healthy  till  hd  was  seized  with  a  fever 
in  1630/  after  which  he  begaft  to  dedline. 
Foreseeiiig  his  end^  he  prepared,  for  it  with 
great  resignation^  H#  was>  boweterj  much 
alTeeted  with  the  r^rosp^t  df  Iif<f:  and  on 
his  death*bed^  upon  taking  n  e<^mii  leave  of 
his  friends^  he  made  this  striking  declaration 

to  th^n  i   ^  I  repent  of  all  my  life>  eilcept 

> 

tiMkt  part  of  %  which  I  dpent  in  eOiumttmMi 
Q^i  and  in  doiag  good." 
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SECTION  VII. 

PHILIP  m.  KING  OF"  SPAIN. 

PfljLiP  THE  THIRD  was  bom  ia  the  year 

1577,  and  succeeded  to  the  orown  of  Spain,  in 

*         #  • 

the  twenty  first  year  of  his  age.  Of  an  inactive 

disposition^  and  averse ;  to^  the  trpuble  of  go- 

teraing  a  great  kingdom,  he  committed  th^ 

whc^e  administration  of  a£Qstirs  to. his  qiinister 

and  fitvomrite:  and  this  was  the  source  of 
mapy  calamities  to  his  subjects,  and  of  per-* 
plesity  and  distress  to  himself. 

.  » *  , .  i 
When  this  king  drew  p^ar  the  end  p|f  Iiis 
days,  he  desired,  as  the  last  lacticm  of  his  life» 
to  see,  and  to  bless  his  children.  He  told 
the  prince,  his  successor,  he  Imd  sent  for  him, 
"that  he  might  behold  the  vanity  of  croww 
and  tiaras,  ax^  learn  to  prepare,  for  eternity." 
He  kindly  addressed>ll  his  children  j  gave  t^heni 
his  blessing;  and  dismissed  them  with  fervent 
prayers  for  their  happiness,  both  here  and  here- 
after. 

K 
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During  the  progress  of  his  disorder,  he  ap« 
peared  to  be  greatly  disturbed  in  mind.  He 
made  repeated  confessions  of  his  sins,  and  im- 
plored Divine  mercy*  He  said  to  those  :around 
him,  that  he  had  often  been  guilty  of  dissimu- 
lation in  matters  of  government.  He  deeply 
regretted  his  indolence,  and  i>lamed  himself 
milch  for  having  devdved  the  cares  of  the 
state  on  his  ministers.'  When  he  rdlected', 
that  he  had  nof,t^in  all  things,  made  the  vtrill 
of  God  the  rule  of  his  government,  he  trembled, 
crying  out,  at  different  times:  "  Oh!*  if  it 
should  please  Heaven  to  prolong  my  life,  how 
different  from  the  past  Should  be  tny  future 
conduct!"  Though  the  retrospect  of  his  life 
filled  his  mind  with  bitter  regret,  and  painful 
apprehensioifris,*  he  expressed  a  hope  thkt, 
througli  the  merits  of  tbe  Redeemer,  he  should 
M  last  be  received  into  the  mansions  of  the 
blessed^  The  affecting  expressions  of  his  re- 
pentance  and  devotion,    dre^  tears  from  thb 

•       1  T 

eyes  of  those  who  surrounded  him.  The'  priest 
who  attended  him,  unwilling  to  brbide  a  brokea 
reed,  endeavoured  to  cheer  jEind  compose/his 
troubled  mind,   by  condolatory  views  of  thfe 
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Divine  mercy,  and  the  assurances  which  the 

V 

Gospel  affords,  of  assistance  to  the  weak,  and 
of  pardon  to  the  penitent.  At  length,  the 
alternate  tumult  of  hope  and  fear,  which  had 
so  greatly  agitated  his  mind,  subsided  into 
a  gentle  calm^  and  he  died  peacefully  in  the 
forty  third  year  of  his  life, .  and  the  twenty 
third  of  his  reign. 


JUi 
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SECTioir  vur.    j 
CATHARINE  BEETTERG;. 

Catharine  Bretterg  vra^  bom  in  Cheshire^ 
about  the  year  1580^  and  was  the  daughter  of 
John  Bruen,  esq.  of  Bruen  Stapleford.  From 
a  child,  she  was  much  employed  in .  reading 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  which  she  found  of  great 
use  and  comfort  to  her.  She  was  moderate 
and  sober  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  good  things 
of  this  life;  and  carefully  avoided  the  vain 
pleasures  and  fashions  in  which  many  greatly 
delight  themselves.  The  society  of  religious 
people  was  very  comfortable  and  pleasant  to 
her;  and  jt  appears  that,  from  her  childhood 
to  the  end  of  her  days,  she  was  concerned 
to  live  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  to  walk  before 
him  with  a  perfect  heart. 

This  excellent  woman,  in  the  beginning  of 
her  last  sickness,  was  permitted  to  labour 
under  great  exercise  and   conflict    of   spirit: 
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but  she  was  mercifiilly  supported  under  this 
tridl;  and  the  victolry  was»  in  due  time>  gfra^ 
cidusly  given  to  her.  i 

Her  dependence  on  the  Fountain  of  Wisdom 
and  Strengtii,  for  relief  from  this  trying  state 
of  mind,  is  -evidenced  by  the  following  pious 
and  fervent  prayer:  ^*  O  Lord  Gpd  of  myr 
salvation,  help  my  weakness;  plead  thou  my/ 
causey  O  God  of  Truthi  for; in  thee  do  I  trust! 
Oblesssed  Saviour,  perfect  the  work,  I  humbly 
beseech  tibee,  which  thou  hast  begun  in  me." 

At  another  time,  after  she  had  experienced 
^liverance'4[rom  this  conflict^  she  expressed 
herself  in  the  following  manner:  /^  Oh,  my 
God,  blessed  be  thy  name  for  evermore,  who 
hast  shown  me  the  path  of  life.  Thou  didst, 
O  Lord,  hide  thy  face  from  me  for  a  little 
season,  but  with  everlasting  mercy  thou  hast^ 
had  compassion  on  me.  And  now,  blessed 
Lord,  thy  comforting  presence  is  come;  yea. 
Lord,  thou  hast  had  respect  to  thy  handmaid, 

and  art  come  with  fulness  of  joy  and  abundance 
of  consolation.'' 

K3 
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When  she  was  near  her  end,  her  strength 
and  voice  being  very  feeble,  she  lifted  up  her 
eyes,  and  with  a  sweet  countenance,  and  still 
TM>ice,  said :  "  My  warfare  is  accomplished, 
and  my  iniquities  are  pardoned.  Lord,  whom 
have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  i  And  I  have  none 
on  earth  besides  thee.  My  flesh  failethi  and 
my  heart  also;  but  God  is  the  strength  of 
my  heart,  and  my  portion  for  ever..  He  that 
preserveth  Jacob,  and  defendeth  Israel,  is  my 
God,  and  will  guide  me  unto  death.     Direct 

me,  O  Lord,  my  God,  and  keep  my  soul  in 
safety." 

Soon  after  she  had  expressed  these  words,  she 
yielded  up  h^er  soul  in  peace  to  her  Creator. 


4 

0 
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SECTION  DL 


OXENSTIERN. 


OXENSTlERNs  chancellor  of  Sweden,  was  a 
man  of  great  abilities,  and  uncornipted  inte- 
grity. On  the  accession  of  Christina  to  the 
crown  of  Sweden,  the  regency,  during  her  mi- 
nority, devolved  upon  him  and  four  others; 
Ij^ut  so.  great  was  their  confidence  in  Oxenstiem, 
that  he  was  invested  with  the  chief  manage* 
ment  of  afiiurs;  and  he  conducted  himself  with 
singular  wisdom  and  uprightness.  In  the  great 
schemes  which  he  formed  for  the  interest  of 
his  country,  he  was  very  successful;  and  was 

highly  esteemed,  not  only  by  Jiis  countrymen, 
but  by  the  most  eminent  persons  in  Europe, 

This  great  statesman  spent  a  part  of  his  time 
in  retirement,  from  which  he  derived  the  highest 
advantage.  In  his  retreat,  he  was  visited  by 
Whitelocke,  ambassador  from  England  to  queen 
Christina;  and  in  the  conclusion  of  their  dis- 

K4 
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course,  he  made  the  following  very  interesting 
observations :  <^  I  have  seen  and  enjoyed  much 
of  this  world;  but  I  never  knew  how  to  live 
till  now.  I  thank  my  gracious  God,  who  has 
given  me  time  to  know  him,  and  to  know 
myself.      All  the  comfort  I  have^  and  which 

is  more  than  the  whole  world  can  give,  is, 
feeling  the  good  Spirit  of  God  in  my  heart, 

r  •  •  • 

and  reading  in  this  excellent  book,  (holding  up 
the  Bible,)  that  came  from  it." 

This  enlightened  and  experienced  man  then 
addressed  the  ambassador,  as  follows :    •*  You 

»        r 

are  now  in  the  prime  of  your  age  and  vigour, 
and  in  great  favour  and  business;  but  all  this 
will  leave  you,  and  you  will  one  day  better 
understand  and  relish  what  I  say.  You  will 
then  find,  that  there  is  more  true  enjoy nient  in 
turning  your  heart  from  the  world,  to  the  good 
Spirit  of  God,  and  in  reading  the  Bible,  than 
in  all  the  honours  of  courts  and  favours  of 
princes," 

f  " 

The  preceding  account  is  given  by  William 
Penn,  who  says  he  had  it,  more  than  once. 
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from  the  ambassador  himself.  The  sentiments 
expressed  by  Oxenstiem  are  particularly  inte- 
resting, if  we  reflect,  that  they  came  from  one 
of  the  greatest  and  wisest  men  of  the  age, 
wh^^his  mind  and  body  were  sound  and 
▼igorons,  and  when  he  was  best  able  to  judge 
of  human  life; 
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HUGO  GROTIUS. 


Hugo  Grotius  was  bom  in  HQlland^  in  the 
year  1583.  He  ^possessed  the  most  happy  dis- 
position, a  profound  genius,  a  solid  judgment, 
and  a  wonderful  memory.  These  extraordinary 
natural  endowments  had  all  the  advantages  that 
education  could  give  them;  and  be  was  so 
happy  as  to  find,  in  his  own  father,  a  pious 
and  an  able  instructer,  who  formed  bis  mind 
and  his  morals.  Before  he  was  fifteen^  he  main- 
tained public  theses  in  mathematics;  philosophy, 

and  law,  with  the  highest  applause:  and  he 
ventured  to  form  plans  that  required  very  great 
learning,  but  which  he  executed  in  so  finished 
a  manner,  that  the  republic  of  letters  were 
struck  with  astonishment. 

He  strenuously  engaged  in  the  controversies 
respecting  religions  opinions,  which,  at  that 
time,  occupied  the  learned  men  of  the  United 
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States;  wA  the  par^  which  he  took,  in  these 
disputes,  involved  him  in  great  troable  and 
perplexity.  He  afterwards  became  the  queen 
of  Sweden^s  ambassador  at  Paris.  Hiis  dignity, 
however,  was  not  agreeable  to  a  man  of  his 
turn  of  mind.  His  sentiments .  respecting  it, 
are  contained  in  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  hb 
father  from  Paris.  "  I  am,"  says  he,  "  really 
quite  tired  out  with  honours.  A  ^priyate  and 
a  quiet  life  alone  has  charms  for  me;  and  I 
should  be  very  happy,  if  I  were  in  a  situation, 
in  which  I  could  employ  myself  upon  works 
of  piety,  and  works  that  might  be  useful .  to 
posterity.'* 

•  »  4, 

He  had  the  higt^est  respect  for  religion  and 
virtue,  in  whatever  condition  of  life  they  were 
found;  and  hov  mi^ch  he  preferred  them  to 
all  that  l^e  world  could  bestow,  appears  from 
the  following  declaration :  ^*  I  would  give  all 
my  learning  apd  honour,  for  4he  plain  inte- 
grity of  John  Urick,  a  poor  ma^  of  great 
piety,  who  spent  eight  hours  of  his  time  in 
prayer,  eight  in  labour,  and,  but  eight  in  meals, 
sleep,  and  other  necessaries/' 
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.  To  one  who  admired  his  great  industry,  he 
returned  an  answer,  to -this  effeet:  "Ah!  I. 
have  consumed  much  of  my  life,  in  laboriously 
doing  nothing."  And  to  another,  who  in-* 
quired  of.  him:  what  course  of  life  he  would- 
advise   him   to  take,    he    solemnly  answered: 

«*Be  serious." 

•    .  ...         ,  • ,    .         . , 

In  his  last  sickness,  which  was  of  short 
duration,  he  appears  to 'have  been  tranquil, 
and  resigned  to  the  wiH- of  God.'  He  ex* 
pressed  his  faith  in  Jesus  Christ/  and  declared 
that  his  hope  rested  upon  himv  To  one  who 
mentioned  to  him  the  publican  spoken  ^  in 
the  Gospel,  he  humbly  replied :   ^*  I  am  that 

publican;"  and  soon  after  expired. 

•  ■  •  .'        -        •      .        ,    • 

Grotius,  notwithstanding  the  embassies  and 
other  public  business  in  which  he  ^was  em- 
ployed,  composed  a  great  number  of  excellent 
and  much  admired  Works:  the  principal  of 
which  are,  "  A  Treatise  on  the  Rights  of  Peace 
and  Warj"  "A  Treatise  on  the  Truth  of  the 
Christian  Religion ;"  "  Commentaries  on  the 
Holy  Scriptures;"  and    *' The    History    and 
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Annals  of  Holland/'  .  He  appears  to  have 
laboured  much. for  the  benefit,  of  his  fellow- 
creatures;  and  we  trust  that  his  expre$8ioiis 
of  regret,  respecting  the  employment  of  his 
time,  proceeded  from  the  humble  state  of 
his  mind,  and  not  from  the  consciousness  of 
having  n^lected  any  important  duties  of  life. 

When  g4?eat  talents  and  learning  are,  from 
pure  motives^  and  in  true  humility,  consecrated 
to  (he  service  of  truth  and  religion,  they  \^ 
come  acceptably  offerings  in  th^  Divine  sight, 
and  often  emineqtly  promote  the  good  of  man- 
kind. But  when  we  ^li$appIy  these  qualifier- 
tions,  suffer  them  to  nourish  pride  and  vanity, 
or  attribute,  to  theip  aa  eflScacy  in  producing 
virtue  and  happine^$,  that  does  not  tieoessarily 
belong  to^  them;  they  occasion  an  mihappy 
waste  of  oar  time,  and  lay  \  the  foundation  fiof 
bittei;  regret  in  the  winding  up  of  life. 


r 


, '  The  wqrt^  and  ijaaport;anqe  of  those  advan- 
;tag^  afe  lamentably  overrated,  if  our  estiniatioa 
of  them;  is  'So.higb>  arid  tiur  jmrsuit  so  ardent, 
as  to  dbpose  us .  to  undervalue,   or  disregard. 
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that  most  solemn  injunction  of  our  Lord: 
"Seek  ye,  first,'*  (early,  and  in  preference  to 
all  other  thingjs,)  "  the  kingdom  of  God,  and 
his  fighteousness  i"  remembering  that  this  is 
«•  the  one  thing  needful.*' 

« 

Whilst  the  mind  is  occttxMed  with  the  variety 
and  intricacy  of  speculation  and  literary  en- 
gagements,  and  the  heart  elated  with  the  flat- 
tering distinctions  which  they  produce,  we 
may, not  sufficiently  perceive  the  importance 
of  this  Divine  injunction:  but  when  the  close 
of  our  day  approaches,  and  the  retrospect  of 
life- is  made;  when  the  ardour  of  pursuit  has 
abated,  and  the  delusions  of  vanity  and  pas- 
sion are  at  an  end ;  we  shall  form  a  true  esti- 
mate of  the  worth  of  all  sublunary  attainments 
and  possessions.  We  shall  then,  if  not  before, 
perceive  that,  to  have  our  conversation  in  the 
world  with  simplicity  and  uprightness;  to  re- 
ceive the  truths  of  the  Gospel  with  meekness 
and  cordiality;  to  be  pure  and  humble  in 
heart;  to  love  our  neighbours  as  ourselves, 
and  God  above  all  things;  and,  by  these 
means,  to  secure  an  incorruptible  and  immor^ 


ttUOO  GRbTltS. 


149 


tal   inheritance;   are  attainments  or  infinitely 

•  * 

greater  moment^  than  all  the  accomplishmentt 
of  mind  and  body,  and  all  the  possessions  and 
honours,  that  this  world  can  bestow. 


As  it  is,  therefore,  Our  highest  wisdom,  may 
it  also  be  oiir  grJeiLtest  concetn,  seasonably  to 
anticipate  these  reflections ;  and  so  to  temper 
and  regulate  all  our  studies,  and  all  the  en« 
gagemeiits  of  this  life,  that  they  may  coincide 
with,  and  promote,  the  great  end  of  out 
being ! 


i  : ! 
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SECTION  XI. 


JOHN  SELDEN. 


John  Selden,  a  native  of  Sussex,  was  bora 
in  the  year  1584.  He  was  profoundly  learned^ 
and  skilled  in  the  Hebrew  and  Oriental  Ian- 
iguages,  beyond  any  man  of  his  time  :  Grotius 

styles  him  the  glory  of  the  English  nation. 
His  mind  also  was  as  great  as  his  learning. 
He  was  hospitable,  generous,  and  charitable ; 
he  took  great  deUght  in  doing  good,  and  in 
communicating  his  knowledge:  above  all,  he 
was  a  sincere  and  eminent  Christian. 

This  celebrated  man,  when  he  was  near  the 
end  of  his  days,  declared,  in  a  conference  with 

archbishop  Usher,  that,  **  though  he  had  been 
very  laborious  in  his  literary  inquiries,  and  had 
possessed  himself  of  a  great  number  of  valu- 
able books  and  manuscripts,  upon  ail  ancient 
subjects;  yet  he  could  rest  the  happiness  of 
bi$  soul  on  none  of  them,  except  the  Holy 
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Scriptures.      He  said  that  the  following  pas- 
sage,  in  a  verjr  particular  manner,  affected  his 
mind:    ^*The  grace  qf  God,  which  bringeth 
salvation,  hath  appeared  onto  all  men;  teach- 
ing us,  that  denying  ungodliness  and  worldly 
lusts,  we  should  lire  soberly,  righteously,  and 
godly,  in  this  present  world;  looking  for  that 
blessed   hope  and  gloriow  sq^pearing  of   the 
gi^at  God,  and  our  Saiciaur  Jiesus  Christ;  wbp 
gave  himself  for  us»  that  he  mightr  r9dee&»  os 
from  all  iniquity,  a^d  purify  uato  kim^  a 
peculiar  people  zealous  of  good  works/'    This 
is,,  indeed,  a  moAt  interestiag  declara4»on.  I^t  sets 
fprth  the  univefsal  love  of  God ;  die  duties  of 
me%  with  th^  meaqs  of  performing  thetti ;  tlt<e 
redemftioo. from  ^in  thTough*  Jesus  Christ;  aad 
^  glorious  rewardv  to  the  faithful'  hereafter* 


(  1*6  ) 


SECTIOjf  XII. 


CARDINAL  RICHELIEU. 


RiCH£LIKU,  an  eminent  cardinal  and  mini- 
ster of  state  in  France,  was  born  of  a  noble 
family  at  the  castle  of  Richelieu,  in  the  year 
1585.  Being  a  man  of  prodigious  capacity, 
and  of  a  restless  and  insatiable  ambition,  he 
formed  vast  designs,  which  made  his  life  a 
series  of  agitations  and  perplexities.  He  found 
himself  frequently  under  the  necessity  of  op- 
posing the  grandees  of  the  kingdom,  the  royal 
family,  the  whole  house  of  Austria,  and  even 
Louis  XIII.  himself,  ^midst  his  greatest 
and  most  arduous  concerns,  he  did  not  neglect 
to  cultivate  literature,  and  to  show  himself  a 
patron  of  men  of  letters.  He  manifested  a 
particular  regard  for  persons  of  the  religious 
orders;  and  advanced  those  who  were  most 
remarkable  for  their  abilities  and  virtues.  He 
made  many  friends,  and  many  enemies;   but 
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his  consummate  policy  enabled  him  to  triumph 
over  all  the  machinations  of  his  opponents. 


When  this  great  statesman  approached  the 
conclusion  of  his  time,  he  became  very  serious ; 
and  acknowledged  to  Peter  du  Moulin,  the 
famous  French  protestant,  that  he  had  often 
been  hurried  into  measures  which  his  con- 
science disapproved.  "I  have  been  urged," 
said  hej  ^'  into  many  irregularities,  by  what 
is  called  state  policy;  and  as  I  could  not  tell 
how  to  satisfy  my  conscience  for  these  devi- 
ations from  rectitude,  I  endeavoured  to  per- 
suade myself,  that  there  is  no  God,  nor 
a  future  state,  that  I  might  quiet  the  up* 
braidings  of  my  mind :  but  my  endeavours 
were  in  vain.  So  strong  was  the  idea  of  God 
in  my  soul ;  so  clear  the  impression  of  him 
upon  the  frame  of  the  world ;  so  unanimous 
the  consent  of  mankind ;  and  so  powerful  the 
convictions  of  my  own  conscience;  that  I 
could  not  avoid  feeling  the  necessity  of  ad- 
mitting a  Supreme  Being,  and  a  future  state : 
and  I  wished  to  live  as  one  that  must  die,  and 
to  die  as  one  that  must  live  for  ever/' 
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The  serjous  state  of  his  mind  increased,  as 
he  drew  near  his  last  hour.  A  iperson  who 
Came  to  see  him,  inquired  ^'why  he  was  so 
sad:"  the  cardinal  replied;  *<The  soul  is  a 
serious  thing:  it  tnust  either  he  sad  here  for 
a  moment,  or  be  sad  for  ever/* 

^e  died  in  1642^  amidst  storms  an4  perils^ 
before  he  had  comjdeted  j[iis  designs;  li^yvsg 
behind  him  a  name,  ;splen4id  in4eed3  \^n%  by 
no  means  dear  and  venerable. 


I  '-> 
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SECTION  xm. 


LORD  liARRiNGTON. 

John,  Lokb '  ttAtiRiKGTONi  was  the  son  of 
that*  lord*  Harrington,    t6'  whom   king   James' 
the  firsd  coYAmitled  th^  edacation  of'  his  eldest' 
datf|Ht6r;  the  princess  Elfeabtefh. 

Hkpb^^ei^  exc^ll^At  nktnral  endowments^ 
alAi  a^  considerable  stock"  of  usefni  learning; 
bto^  fh^  greaf  coricim'  of '  his  mind  was;  to' 
b^fcbme"  leai-necl  in  the  sch  Jol  of  Christ^  and 
to  pfbvide  for  an  immorfar  iriheritahce.  He 
manifested  a"  prihcfpfe  of  real  chanty  in  his 
hieart,  bjr '  his'  love  to  all  who  w6r6  truly  reli- 
gions. And  so  great  was  his  compitssion  for 
his  fellow  creatures  in  necessity,  that  he  gave 
the  tenth  part  of  his  yearly  income  to  chari- 
table uses. 

At  the  beginning  of  his   last    sickness,   he 

strongly  apprehended  that  he  should  not  re- 
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cover;  and  therefore  calmly  prepared  for 
death.  He  declared  his  faith  in  Christ,  and 
his  undoubted  hope  of  salvation  by  him  i   and 

said,  with  much  cheerfulness;  <*  I  fear  not  deaths 
in  what  shape  soever  it  may  assail  me^** 

Many  excellent  things    were  expressed  by 
him,   during  his  illness.      He  greatly  desired 

* 

to  depart  this  life,  that  he  might  be  at  home 
with  his  Lord  and  Saviour.  About  two  hours 
before  his  death,  he  decla^  that,  "he  still 
felt  the  comfort  and  joys  of  assured  salvation, 
by  Christ  Jesus/*  And  when  the  time  of 
his  departure  was  come,  he  said:  "O,  what 
joy!  O;  my  God!  when  shall  1  be  with 
thee  ? "  And  with  the  like  words,  expres- 
sive of  a  tender,  heavenly  frame  of  mind,  he 
peacefully  expired,  in  the  twenty  third  jrear' 
of  his  age. 


(     151     ) 


SECTION  XIV. 


SALMASIUS. 


Salmasius,  of  an  ancient  and  noble  family 
in  Frtooe^  was  borii  in  the  year  1596.    He* 
was    a   man    of  very    extraodiinaiy    abilities, 
and  profound  erudition.     He  was  knowing  in 
almost  every  thing ;  in  school  divinity,  in  law, 
in  philosophy,    in  criticism;    and  he  was  so 
consummate  a  linguist,  that  there  was  scarcely 
a  language  in  which  he  had  *  not   attained  a 
considerate  proficiency.     He  was  perfect  in 
Greek  and  Latin:  he  understood  the  Hebrew^ 
Arabic,  Persic,  Egyptian,  Chinese,    &c.    and 
he  was  well  acquainted  with  all  the  European 
languages.  ^  ; 

•        •      •  •        •     .  ,      . 

His  work$  are  very  numerous,  and  on  various, 
subjects.  They  gained. him  as  much  fame  as, 
strong  powers  and  vast  eruditiqn  can  procure. 
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His  name  was  soundiad  throughout  Europe; 
and  he  had  great  offers  from  foreign  princes^ 
and  universities.  The  Venetians  thought  his 
residence  among  them  would  be  such  an 
honour,  that  they  offered  him  a  prodigious 
stipend :  the  University  of  Oxford  made  some 
attempts  to  get  him  into  England;  and  the 
pope  invitftd).  hiini  to  seUle>  at  Bbme^  Cardinal 
RichelieiL  ilsed>  alb  possible  means  tio/  ddtkid^ 
him  iui  Frs^oe^  ev^n  desiring^  him  t^uftahe  hb< 
ojiim;  tertM ;.  anci  Oiristlna^  (^ueen  of  Swod^ 
slKiwiedi  Y^ytSii  ead;raordiBar3r  msrks  ofv  esteem^ 
and  regank 

r 

^hen^  tkis^  cel^bratedi  mtm  ari^iir^  at.  the' 
4pVening  oC  IKfe',  and  found '  leisure  to  reflect 
seriiftusl^  on  the  great  •  end  of  Im  being,  he 
acfcriowTedged-  that'  hfe^  hlEwl  too  nmclr,  and' 
t6o  eartwstfy,'  engaged  in  literary  pursuits; 
and  had  greatly  overlooked  those  objects  in 
which  true  and  solid  happiness  consists. 
<^Oh  r*  said  he;  ^^1  Wave  lost*  an  immense 
portion  of  time;  time,  thiat  most  precious 
thing   ill  the   worid !    Had   I  bat  one  year 
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more,  it  should  be  spent  in  studying  David's 
psalms,  and  Paul's  epistles."  <*  Oh  I  sirs/' 
said  he  to  those  about  him,  "  mind  the  world 
less,  and  God  more:  *The  fear  of  the  Lord, 
that  is  wisdom;  and  to  depart  from  evil, 
that  is  understanding."' 


(    155    ) 


CHAPt^R  tr. 


GARIUNAL  HAZAftlNE-p-^BVLSTBODB  WBITBM>CKB— -ANHA  MAMA 
8CHVRMAN-^Sn  MATTHIW  HAIA-— DU  BINTI— FRINCIM 
EUZAVETH— ^WUJLIAM  MOIIPXSSON ADMIRAI.  FINN. 


SECtlON  i. 

\ 

I 

CAltt>INAL  MAZARINE. 

jULJtts  Mas^arIne,  a  famous  cardinal  and 
prime  minister  of  France,  was  bom  in  the 
kingdom  o(  Naples,  in  tlie  year  1602.  The 
greatness  of  his  abilities  was  conspicuous,  even 
In  his  early  years ;  and  he  had  the  advantage 
of  being  instructed  by  a  very  able  tutor.  -He 
studied  the  interests  of  the  various  states  in 
Italy,  and  of  the  kingdoms  of  France  and 
Spain;  and  became  profoundly  skilled  in  pdi- 
tics.  It  •was  through  the.  interest  of  cardinal 
Richelieu,  that  he  WJ^s    introduced    into  the 
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French  cabinet.  That  cardinal  made  him  one 
of  the  executors  of  hid  will ;  and  during  the 
minority  of  Louis  %W.  he'  had  the  charge 
of  public  affairs.  His  high  station  and  great 
^liti^i  excited*  thfe*  inVy  of  the  riobilily  oT 
ranee;  and  this  occasioned  a  civil  war  that 
continii^cf'  seVfeTfS"  yefarsl  MazarinT  was^  at 
last,  forced  to  retire;  a  price  was  set  on  his 
head ;  and  even  his  fine  library  was  sold.  But 
this  disgrace  did  not  long  continue.  Mazarine 
returned  to  the  court  with  more  honour  than 
he  had  ever  enjpyed;  and  conducted  the 
affairs  of  the  kingdom  with  so  much  ability 
and  success,  that  he  obtained  the  French  king's 
xMbst  trtii^6se?v6df^  cofcffifienJie:  *  HS  ptess6s^edi  iA- 
ah  erfHneiit  de^*,  tfife  pbWeir  c#' discbvfeff«^ 
tlfe^dispfe^ttfori^affd'vife\*i-  of  ifiiSrf;  ahd^oJP  aS^ 

tie  i>t^  %^ti^'' bPgfleSf  sJgtMbHy  aM^  i^^ 
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his  dissolution,  and  the  uncertainty  of  his 
future  condition.  This  made  him  cry  out, 
<<  Oh,  my  poor  soul !  what  will  become  of 
thee  ?  Whither  wilt  thou  go  ? " 


To  the  queen  dowager  of  France,  who  came 
to  visit  ^im  in  his  illness,  ai^d  ^ho.  ha^  l^n 

^W  ^®'    ^^W  I  ^  Ij^e  ^aw»  I  wojiIjJ.  be 
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SECTION  II. 


BULSTRODE  WJIITELOCKE. 

BULSTRODE  Whitelocke  was  descended 
from  a  good  family  in  Berkshire,  and  bom 
in  the  year  1685.  He  possessed  strong  mental 
powers,  which  were  highly  improved  by  edu- 
cation, study,  and  business.  He  was  advanced 
to  several  stations  of  the  greatest  trust  and 
importance,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and 
acquitted  himself  in  them  all  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  his  employers.  Whilst  l^e  was  am- 
bassador at  the  court  of  Sweden,  he  was  par- 
ticularly honoured  by  queen  Christina. 

In  the  Utter  part  of  his  life,  he  withdrew 
from  public  affairs,  and  resided  in  the  country 
till  his  death.  In  his  retirement  he  was  visited 
by  a  friend,  to  whom,  after  making  many 
serious  observations,  he  expressed  himself  in  the 
following  manner :  *^  I  have  ever  thought  there 
has  been  but  one  true  religion  in  the  world; 
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and  that  is>  the  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in 
the  hearts  and  souls  of  men.  There  have  been, 
indeed,  many  dispensations  of  God,  suited  to 
his  own  wis)&  ends,  and  adapted  to  the  low 
and  uncertain  state  of  man  in  the  world.  The 
old  world  had  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  the  new 
world  has  the  same  Spirit.  It  strives  with  all; 
and  they  who  have  been  led  by  it,  have  been 
the  good  people  in  every  dispensation  of  God 
to  mankind.  I  myself  must  say,  that  I  have 
felt  it  from  a  child  convincing  me  of  my  evil 
and  vanity.      It  has  often   given  me    a  true 

measure  of  this  poor  world,  and  some  taste  of 

♦ 

Divine  things ;  and  it  is  my  grief,  that  I  did 
not  earlier  apply  xsxy  soul  to  it.  I  can  truly 
say,  that,  since  my  retirement  from  the  great- 
ness, and  hurries  of  the  world,  I  have  felt  some- 
thing  of  the  work  and  comfort  of  it ;  and  I 
am  persuaded  that  it  is  both  ready  and  able 
to  instruct,  and  lead,  and  preserve,  those  who 
will  humbly  and  sincerely  regard  it.  So  that 
my  religion  is,  the  good  Spirit  of  God  in  my 
heart ;  I  mean,  what  that  has  wrought  in  me, 
and  for  me." 
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SECTION  III, 


ANNA  MARIA  SCHURMAN. 


/^NNA  Maria  Schurman,  of  ^  noble  pro- 
testant  fs^mily  in  Gfermany^  was  \>onik  at  Cologne^ 
k|  the  year  1607^  The  powers  of  her  mind 
were^  very  great,  and  she  employed  them  in 
the  acquisition  of  a  large  stock  of  literature* 
Sh^e  was  skilled  in  many  ]jEinj|puages  ^  and  the 
Latjin^  Greek,  and  Hebrew,  w:ere  so  familiar 
to  her,  that  she  not  only  wrote,    but  spo^e 

■  •  • 

tbepi  flueptly,.  to  the  surprise  of  the  most 
learned  men.  She  had  also  a  competent  know- 
ledge of  th^  liberal  arts^  ^nd  scieppes;  and 
v(as  held  in  high  reputation,  by  seyeral  ppr- 
spnSf  of  the  greatest  learnipg,  ia  l^er  time. 

In. the  latter  part^  of  her  life,  tl^e  religious 
tenipec  of  her  mia^ .  increai^ng^  she  spt  little 
value  on  all  the  hQnppr  sl^e  had  acquir^  by 
her  extraordinary  accomplishments;  ai^d^  l^e- 
came  zealously  concerned  to  obtain  the  favour 
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of  God,  as  the  richest  treasure,  and  the  highest 
of  all  enjoyments.  After  this  change  of  views 
and  sentiments,  she  wrote  an  account  of  her 
life  in  Latin;  in  which  she  mentions  some  re* 
markable  circumstances  concerning  herself,  and 
several  devout  persons  with  whom  she  was 
connected. 

r 

During  hef  last  illniess,  she  declared  her  fiilt 
Batisfaction  in  the  religious  choice  she  had 
made*  'After  suffering  much  from  the  dis* 
order,  she  expressed  herself  in  the  following 
manner:  ^^I  have  proceeded  one  step  further 
towards  eternity ;  and  if  the  Lord  shall  please 
to  increase  my  pains,  it  will  be  no  cause  of  sor* 
row.  The  will  of  my  God  is  all  to  me :  I  foU 
low  him.  How  good  is  it  to  be  in  the  hands  of 
God !  But  it  will  be  still  better  for  me,  when 
i  shall  enjoy  more  full  communion  with  him, 
among  the  children  of  God,  in  the  abodes  of 
the  blessed.  I  have  nothing  more  to  desire  in 
thi*  wprld.*' 

In  the  lilst  night  of  her  life,  she  said  to  one 
who  watched  with  her :  ^^  I  am  almost  con^ 

M 


]6!i 


i^NA   MABIA-  SCmyRMAif. 


tmuallj  impressed  t^ith  a  sentiment  of  tbisr 
nature;,  <  A  Christian  must  suffer/  This  sea- 
tiroent  comforts  me  in  my  j)ains;  and  sup- 
ports me  that  I  faint  not. — O  how  gopd  it  is 
to  remain  in  silence  and  patience  before  God  I 
My  most  beneficent  Father  has  not  dealt  with 

*  • 

me  85  with  hts  serrant  Job^  whose  friends  were 
with  him  seren  days  m  silence,  and  then  ad- 
dressed  him  with  bitter  words.  But  how* 
sweet  and  comfortable  are  the  iinpi'ession» 
which  I  feel ! " 
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SECTION  nr. 

•  f 

:     SIR  MATTHEW  HALE. 

Sir  Matthew  Hale,  lord  chief  justice  of 
England,  was  born  in  Gloucestershire,  in  the 
year  1609.  Before  he  was  six  years  old,  he 
lost  both  his  parents:  but  by  the  care  of  a 
judicious  guardian,  great  attention  was  paid  to 
his  education.  When  he  had  completed  his 
studies  at  Oxford,  he  quitted  the  university^ 
with  an  intention  of  going  into  the  army:  but^ 
on  the  persuasion  of  serjeant  Glanviil,  he  en- 
tered at  Lincoln's  Inn;  and,  with  great  vigour^ 
and  almost  unexampled  application,  bent  his 
mind  to  the  studies  of  his  profession. 

In  early.  Ijfe,  he  was  fond  of  company,  tod 
fell  into  many  levities  and  extravi^ances.  But 
this  propensity  and  conduct  were  corrected  by 
a  circumstance,  that  made  a  considerable  im- 
ppession  on  his  mind  during  the  rest  of  his  life. 
Being  om  day  in  company  with  other  young 
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men,  ene  <rf  the  party,  through  excess  of  wme, 
fell  dowir,  apparently  dead  at  their  feet.   Young 
Hale  was  sa  affected  on  this  occasion,    that 
he  immediately  retired  to  another  roomj  an* 
shutting  the  door,  M  otk  his  knees,  and  prayed 
earnestly  to-  God,  tfiat  1ms  friead  m^ht  be  re- 
stored t»  life,  and  that  be  himself  might  be 
pardoned  ibr  havkvg  given '  countenance  ta  s^ 
much  excess.     At  the  saane  time>  he  made  a 
solemn  vow^  that  he  would  never  again  keep^ 
company  in  that  manner,  n«  **  driiA  a  health"^ 
white  he  Hvedv    His  friend  recovered;  and  Hale 
feligiously  observed  hb  v©w. — ^After  this  events 
ihere  was  att  entire  change^  in  his  disposition; 
he  forsook  all  dis^pated  company,    and  was^ 
caf^ul  to  divide  his  time  betweeti  the  duties- 
bf  religion,  and  the  studies  of  his^  profession. 
He  became  remarkable  for  a  grave  and  exem^ 
plary  deportment,  great  moderation  of  temper^ 
and  a  religious  tenderness  of  spirit;  and  these 
virtues  appear  to  have  accompanied  him  through 
the  whole  of  his  life.  - 

The  following  extract  from  a  diary  which  he 
>  regularly  kept,  shows  the  piety  of  his  itiind> 
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and  liow  solicitous  be  was  to  make  the  best 
4ise  of  ^18  time. 


HORNING. 

1.  ''  To  lift  «p  the  heart  to  God  in  tfaankfal- 
ness  Ibr  renewing  my  Ufe. 

2.  To  renew  my  covenant  with  God  in  Chritrt. 
Virst,  by  renewed  acts  of  faith  receiving  Christ, 
and  rejeicing  in  the  height  of  that  relation: 
-secondly,  by  resolving  to  be  one  of  his  people, 
and  doing  him  allegiance. 

d.  Adoration  and  prayer. 

-DAY  EMPLOYMENT. 

There  must  be  an  emplojrment  of  two  kinds. 

1.  Our  ordinary  calling  to  serve  God  in  it. 
It  is  a  service  to  Christ,  though  ever  so  inean. 
Here  observe  faithfulness,  diligence,  cheerful- 
ness. Not  to  overcharge  mysdf  with  more 
busijiess  than  I  can  bean 

« 

2.  Oar  spiritual  employments.  Mingle  some ; 
what  of  God's  imn^ediate  service  in  the  day. 

Ms 
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IF  ALONE. 

1 .  Beware  of  wandering,  vain,  sensual  thoughts : 
fljr  from  thyself  rather  than  entertain  these. 

8.  Let  thy  solitary  thoughts  be  profitable. 
View  the  evidences  of  thy  salvation,  the  state 
of  thy  soul,  the  coming  of  Christ,  and  thy  own 
mortality:  this  will  make  thee  humble  and 
watchful. 

COMPANY. 

Do  good  to  them.  Use  God's  name  reve» 
rently.  Beware  of  leaving  an  ill  impression^ 
or  ill  example.  Receive  good  from  them^t  if 
they  are  more  knowing. 


EVENING. 

i 


Cast  up  the  accounts  of  the  day.     If  there 

was  aught  amiss,  beg  pardon;  resolve  to  be 
more  vigilant.  If  thou  hast  done  well,  bless 
the  mercy  and  grace  of  God,  which  have  sup- 
ported thee," 

* 

Thus  did  this  excellent  map  occupy  himself 
in  the  service  of  God*  at  the  same  time  that 
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lie  was  making  great  progress  in  the  study  of 
the  sciences^  and  particularly  in  that  of  the  law, 

in  which  be  became  a  greater  proficient  than 
any  of  his  cotemporaries. 

In  the  duties  of  his  office  as  a  judge^  he 

•  •    •  *  , 

conducted  himself  with  the  greatest  integrity. 
The  motives  which  influenced  him  to  the  faith- 

■'  .  *       • 

r 

fal  discharge  of  these  duties^  were  founded  on 
the  only  firm  basis, — that  of  religion.  This 
win  appear  by  an  extract  from  one  of  his 
papers,  entitled,  "  Things  to  be  had  in  con- 
tinual  remembrance."  Among  a  nunoerous 
list  of  these,  are  the  following^  **  That,  in 
the  administration  of  justice,  I  ani  intrusted 
for  God,  the  king,  and  the  country :  and  there- 
fore, that  it  be  done  uprightly,  deliberately, 
resolutely. — ^That  I  rest  not  upon  my  own 
direction  and  strength;  but  implore  and  rest 
upon  the  direction  and  strength  of  God. — That^i 
in  the  je^ecution  of  justice,  I  carefully  lay  aside 
my  a wn  ^  passloQs,  and  give  not  way  to  them^ 
however  provoked. — That  I  be  not  biassed  with 
compassion  to  the  poor,  or  favour  to  tl^e  rich, 

•      * 

f»  point  of  justice.-!-That  popular  or   covirt 

M4 
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applause,  or  dislike,  have  no  influence  in  anjr 
thing  I  do  in  the  distribution  of  justice.  That 
I  be  not  solicitous  about  what  men  think  or 
say,  so  long  as  I  keep  myself  exactly  accord- 
|ng  to  the  rules  of  ju3tice.'' 

The  writings  of  sir  Matthew  Hale,  on  reli- 
gious subjects,  particulariy  his  ^^  Contemplations 
Moral  and  Divine/'  manifest  a  truly  humble 
£rame  of  mind;  and  contain  a  seriousness  and 
fervency,  well  adapted  to  excite  kindred  emo- 
tions  in  the  breast  of  the  reader.  We  shall 
select  a  few  of  these,  as  testimonies  which  this 
great  and  good  man  bore  to  the  power  and 
efficacy  of  religion,  as  the  guide,  support,  and 
comfort  of  our  live^. 

% 

"  True  religion,"  says  he,  *'  teaches  the  soul 
a  high  veneration  for  Almighty  God ;  a  sincere 
and  upright  walking,  as  in  the  presence  of  the 
invisible^,  all-seeing  God,  It  makes  ^  man 
truly  love,  honour,  and  obey  him ;  and,  there- 
fore, careful  to  know  what  his  will  is.  It  renders 
the  heart  highly  thankful  to  him,  as  his  Creator, 
Redeeqaer,  and  Benefactor.     It  makes  a  inan 
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entlrdy  depend  on  faim;  seek  him  for  guidance^ 
direction,  and  protection;   and  submit  to  his 
will  with  patience,  and  resignation  of  soul.    It 
gives  the  law>  not  only  to  his  words  and  actions^ 
but  to  his  very  thoughts  and  purposes ;  so  that 
he  dares  not  entertain  any  which  are  unbe- 
coming the .  presence  of  that  God,  by  whom 
all  our  thoughts  are  legible.      It  crushes  all 
pride  and  haughtiness,  both  in  a  man^s  heart 
and  carriage^  and  gives  him  a  humble  state 
of  mind  befpre  God  and  men.     It  regulates 
the  passions,  and  brings  them  into  due  mo« 
deration.     It  gives  a  man  a  right  estimate  of 
this  present  worlds  and  sets  his  heart  and  hopes 
above  it^  so  that  he  never  loves  it  more  than 
it  deserves.    It  makes  the  wealthy  and  the  glory 
of  this  world,  high  places,  and  great  prefisr« 
ments,  but  of  little  consequence  to  him;    so 
that  he  is  neither  covetous,  nc^r  ambitious,  nor 
over-soUciftous,    concerning  the  advantages  of 
them.     It  makes  him  value  the  love  of  God 
^nd  the  peace  of  his  own  conscience,  above  all 
the  wealth  and  honour  in  the  world,  and  to 
be  very  (ijligent  in  preserving  them.    He  per- 
fotut»  all  l^is  duties  to  God  with  sincerity  and 


170  SIR  MATTHEW  HALE. 

biABilHy:    and«  ivhilirt.he  lives  on  earth,  his 
conversation,    his  hope,  his  treasures^   are   iii      ^ 
heaven;  and  he  endi^rours  to   walk  suitafoljr 
to  such  a  hope/' 

Of  the  inward  direction  and  assistance  of 
the  Spirit  of  God  to  the  soul,  he  writes  as 
follows. 


♦'They  who  truly  fear  God,  have  a  secret 
guidance  from  a  higher  wisdom  than  what  is 
barely  human,  namely,  the  Spirit  of  truth  and 
goodness;  which  does  really,  though  secretly, 
prevent  and  direct  them.  Any  man  that  sin- 
cer^y  and  truly  fears  Almighty  God,  and  calls 
and  ,reli^s  upon  him  for  his  direction,  has  it 
as  really  as  a  son  has  liie  counsel  and  direc- 
tion: ^f  his  father:  and  though  the  voice  be 
wnt  iiudible,  nor  disoenrible  by  sense,  yet  it 
i^  equally  as  reaLas  if  a  man  heard  ^a  voice, 
W/ii^g»  *  This  is  the  way,'  walk  in  it/ 

.  "  Though  this  secret  direction  of  Almighty 
<3od  is  principally  seen,  in  matters  relating  to 
4ie  good  of  the. soul;  yet  even  in  the  con- 
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ceras  of  this  life,  a  good  man  fearing  God, 
and  begging  his  direction,  will  very  often »  if 
not  at  all  times,  find  it.  I  can  call  my  own 
experience  to  witness,  that,  even  in  the  tem- 
poral affairs  of  my  whole  life,  I  have  never 
been  disappointed  of  the  best  direction,  when 
I  have,  in  humility  and  sincerity,  implored 
it 

"  The  observance  of  the  secret  admonition 
of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  the  heart,  is  an  effec- 
tual means  to  cleanse  and  sanctify  us ;  and 
the  more  it  is  attended  to, .  the  more  it  will 
be  conversant  with  our  souls,  for  our  instruc- 
tion. In  the  midst  of  difficulties,  it  wilt  be 
our  counsellor;  in  the  midst  of  temptations, 
it  will  be  our  strength,  and  grace  sufficient 
for  us;  in  the  midst  of  troubles,  it  will  be  our 
light  and  our  comforter. 

«  It  is  impossible  for  us  to  enjoy  the  in- 
fluence of  this  good  Spirit,  till  we  are  deeply 
sensible  of  our  own  emptiness  and  nothingness, 
and  our  minds  are  thereby  brought  down  and 
laid  in  the  dust.    The  Spirit  of  Christ  is  indeed 
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a  humbling  spirit;  the  more  we  have  (^  it,  Uie 
more  we  shall  be  humbled:  and  it  is  a  sign, 
that  either  we  have  it  not,  or  that  it  is  yet 
overpowered  by  our  corruptions,  if  our  heart 
l>e  still  haughty* 

**  Attend,  therefore,  to  the  secret  persua^ 
sions  and  dissuasions,  of  the  Spirit  of  God, 
and  beware  of  quenching  or  grieving  it.  This 
wind,  that  blows  where  it  lists,  if  shut  out  or 
resisted,  may  never  breathe  upon  us  s^gain> 
but  leave  us  to  be  hardened ,  in  ^ur  sins.  If 
observed  and  obeyed,  it  will,  on  all  occasions, 
be  our  monitor  and  director.  When  we  go 
put,  it  will  lead  us;  when  we  sleep,  it  will 
keep  US;  and  when  we  awake,  it  wili  talk 
with  us." 

The  following  reflections  on  the  vicissitudes 
of  human  affairs,  and  on  the  benefits  to  be 

derived  from  duly  considering  them,  are  highly 
interesting  and  instructive. 

"  In  the  course  of  my  life,  I  have  been  in 
as  mapy  stations  and  places  as  most  men.     I 
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Ytaye  experienced  almost  continual  motion  ;  and 
although,  of  all  earthlj  things,  I  have  most 
desired  rest,  and  a  fixed  private  station,  yet 
the  various  changes  that  I  have  seen  and  founds  ^ 
the  public  employments  that,  without  my  seek* 
kig,  and  against  my  inclination>  have  been  put 
upon  me,    and   many  other  interventions,   as 

well  private  a»  public,  have  made  it  literally 

» 

my  experience,  that  I  have  here  no  continuing 
city.  When  I  had  designed  for  myself  a  settled 
mansioi\  in  one  place,  and  had  fitted  it  to 
my  convenience  and  repose,  I  have  been  pre* 
sently  constrained,  by  my  necessary  employ-i^ 
ments,  to  leave  it,  and  repair  to  another:  and 

_  • 

when  again  I  thought  to  find  repose  there, 
and  had  suited  it  to  my  convenience,  some 
other  necessary  occurrences  have  diverted  me 
from  it»  And  thus,  my  dwellings  have  been 
like  so  many  inns  to  a  traveller,   of   longer 

continuance,  indeed,  but  of  almost  equal  in- 
stability. 

**  This  unsettledness  of  station,  though  trouble- 
$ome,  has  given  me  a  good  and  practical  mora! : 
namely,  that  I  must  not  expect  my  rest  ia 
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this  lower  world;  but  must  consider  it  as  the 
place  of  my  journey  and  pilgrimage^  and  look 
further  for  complete  happiness.  And  truly, 
when  I  reflect,  that  it  has  been  the  wisdom 
of  Almighty  God,  to  exercise,  with  this  kind 
of  discipline,  those  worthies  whom  he  has  ex- 

r 

hibited  as  patterns  to.  the  rest  of  mankind,  I 
have  no  reason  to  complain  of  it  as  a  diffi- 
culty or  an  inconvenience:  but  to  be  thankful 
to  him  for  it,  as  an  instruction  and  document, 
to  put  me  in  remembrance  of  a  better  home, 
and  to  incite  me  to  make  a  due  provision  for 

it;    even  that  everlasting    rest  which  he  has 

«• 

provided  for  them  that  love  him.  It  is  his 
gracious  design,  by  pouring  me  thus  from 
vessel  to  vessel,  to  keep  me.  from  fixing  my- 
self too  much  upon  this  world  below. 

''  But  the  truth  is,  did  we  consider  this  life 
as  becomes  us,  even  as  wise  men,  we  might 
easily  find,  without  the  help  of  such  discipline, 
that  the  world  below  neither  was  intended  for, 
nor  indeed  can  be,  a  place  c^  rest :  but  that 
it  is  only  a  laboratory  to  fit  and  prepare  the 
souls  of  the  children  of  men,  for  a  better  and 
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more  abiding  state  -,  a  school,  to  exercise  ai^i 
train  us  up  in  habits  of  patience  and  obedience, 
till  we  are  fitted  for  another  station;  a  little 
narrow  nurserj,  wherein  we  may  be  dressed 
and  pruned,  till  we  are  fit  to  be  transplanted 
into  paradise. 

« 

*'  The  shortness  of  our  lives,  and  the  con- 
tinual troubles,  sicknesses,  and  calamities,  that 
attend  them;  and  the  instances  of  mortality 
of  all  ages,  sexe»>  and  conditions  of  mankind; 
are  sufficient  to  ccmvince  reasonable  men,  who 
have  the  seriousness  and  patience  to  consider 
and  observe,  that  we  have  no  abiding  city 
here.  And  on  the  other  side,  if  we  will  but 
give  ourselves  leisure  to  consider  the  great 
wisdom  of  Almighty  God,  who  adapts  every 
thing  in  the  world  to  suitable  ends ;.  the  excel- 
lence of  the  soul  and  mind  of  man;  the  great ^ 
advances  and  improvements  his  nature  is  ca^ 
pable  of;  the  admirable  means  which  the  merci- 
ful  and  wise  God  has  afTorded  mankind,  by  his 
works  of  nature  and  providence,  by  his  word 
and  instruments,  to  qualify  them  for  a  nobler 
life  than  this  world  can  yield ;  we  shall  readily 
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confess,  that  there  is  another  state,  another 
city  to  come,  which  it  becomes  ereiy  good, 
and  wise,  and  considerate  man,  to  look  after 
and  fit  himself  for.  And  yet,  if  we  regard 
the  generality  of  mankind  with  due  consider- 
ation, they  will  appear  to  be  a  company  of 
distempered  people.  The  greater  part  of  them 
make  it  their  whole  business  to  provide  for 
rest  and  happiness  in  this  world;  they  make 

the  acquisition  of  wealth  and  honour,  and  the 

•  • 

preferments  and  pleasures  of  life,  their  greats 
if  not  their  only  business  and  happiness ;  and, 
which  is  yet  a  higher  degree  of  frenzy,  they 
esteem  this  the  only  wisdom;  and  think  that 

the  careful  provision  for  eternity,  is  the  folly 
of  a  few  weak,  melancholy,  fanciful  men: 
whereas  it  is  a  truth,  and  in  due  time  it  wiU 
evidently  appear,  that  those  men  only,  who 
are  solicitous  for  the  attaining  of  their  ever- 
lasting rest,  are  the  truly  wise  men;  and  shall 
be  acknowledged  to  be  so,  by  those  who  now 
despise  them.      *  We  fools  accounted  his  life 

madness,  and  his  end  to  be  without  honour: 

,^  ■  •  •    • 

now  is  he  numbered   among  the   children   of 
God^  and  his  lot  is  among  the  saints !''' 
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This  .  eminent   and  virtuous   man  possessed 
unintetTupted  healthy  till  near  the  sixty  sixth 
year  of  his  age.    At  this  period  he  was  affected 
with  an  indisposition  which,  in  a  short  time, 
greatly  impaired   his  strength:    and  he  found 
himself  so  un6t  to  discharge  the  duty  of  Jus- 
tice of  the  King's  Bench,  that  he  was  obliged 
to  resign  the  office.      '^  He  continued,  how* 
ever^  (says  bishop  Burnet,)  to  tetire  frequently 
for  his  devotions  and  studies.    As  long  as  he 
could  go  himsdf,  he  went  regularly  to  his  re* 
tirement:    and  when  his  infirmitieer  increased 
so  that  he  was  not  able  to  walk  to  the  place^ 
he  made  his  servants  carry  him  thither  in  4 
chair.      At  last,  as  the  winter  came  on^  he 
saw  with  great  joy  his  deliverance  approach- 
ing :  for  besides  his  being  weary  of  the  world, 
and  his  longings  for  the  blessedness  of  another 
state,   his  pains  increased  so  much,    that  no 
patience  inferior  to  his  could  have  borne  them, 
without  great  uneasiness  of  mind.     Yet  he  ex- 
pressed to   the   last,    such   submission   to  the 
will  of  God,  and  so  equal  a  temper,  that  the 
powerful  effects  of  Christianity  were  evident, 

N 
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in  the  support  which  he  derived  {tool  tt^  undef 
so  heavy  a  load. 


'^He  contmued  to  enjoy  the  free  use  of  his^ 
reason  and  senses  to  the  latest  moment  of  life. 
This  he  had  often  and  earnestly  prayed  for^ 
during  his  last  sickness.  When  his  voice  was 
so  sunk  that  he  could  not  oe  heard,  his  friends 
perceived,  by  the .  almost  constant  lifting  up 
of  his  eyes  aifid  hands,  that  he  was  still  aspi- 
ring towards  that  blessed  state,  of  which  he 
was  now  to  be  speedily  possessed.  He  had 
no  struggles,  nor  seemed  to  be  in  any  panga 
in  his  last  moments.  He  breathedr  out  his 
righteous  and  pious  soul  in  peace/' 


<  m  ) 


SECTION  V. 


DU  RENTL 


Du  Renti  was  a  ydung  noblemdn  of  France, 
toot  more  distinguished  by  his  high  birth,  thafi 
\>y  the  excelleht  talents  and  qualifications* of 
his  mind.  This  accomplished  youth,  influ- 
enced by  ^  strong  sense  of  the  vanity  o^ 
Worldly  gratadeur,  and  by  aii  ardent  desire  to 
enjoy  the  comfbft  of  a  retired  and  religious 
life,  believed  it  incUmbetot  Upon  him  to  relin* 
quish*  aH  his  honours,  and  to  withdraw  from 
scenes,  ivhich  he  feared  would  insnare  and 
corrupt  his  heart. 

The  following  sentiments  demonstrate,  that 
his  mind  was  much  redeemed  from  the  spirit 
and  enjoyments  of  this  world;  and  that  he 
endeavoured,  above  all  things,  to  obtain  a  holy 
and  devout  temper  of  heart,  and  to  conduct 
himself  acceptably  in  the  Divine  Sights 

N2 
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"  When  I  gave  up  my  liberty  to  God,  I 
perceived  •  to  what  a  state  of  deep  humiliation 
the  soul  must  be  brought,  to  render  it  ca- 
pable of  union  with  him.  I  beheld  myself  as 
if  encompassed  with  whatever  the  world  loves 
and  possesses;  and,  as  it  were,,  a  hand  re* 
moving  all  this  far  from  me.  The  splendour 
and  vain  enjoyments  of  this  transitory  scene^ 
are  great  encumbrances  to  me,  in  my  endea* 
vours  to  obtain  Uie  favour  of  Gpd ;  of  which» 
therefore,  his  pleasure  is  that  I  should  be 
stripped,  in  order  to  attain  that  state  of  hu- 
n^iUty  and  poorness  of  spirit,  which  will  bring 
me  into  possession  of  real  honour  and.  solid 
riches.     , 

**  I  find  no  security  in  any  state,  but  in 
that  of  dying  to  the  world,  and  in  true  self* 
abasement ;  this  is  to  be  baptized  into  Christ's 
death,  zxA  to  live  the  life  of  Christian  self** 
denial.  All  that  can  be  imagined  to  befall 
us  in  this,  lower  world,  is  comparatively  of 
9|naU  consequence,  though  it  were  the  losing 
of  all  our  possessions.  Had  w^s  but  a  little 
faitii,  and  a  little  love,  how'  happy  should  we 
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fiad  ourselves,  ia  being  willing  to  resign  up 
every  thing;  and  in  saying.  My  God^  and 
my  AU  r 

How  conformable  are  these  sentiments  to  the 
Divine  injunctions,  ^'  Love  not  the  world,  nor 
the  things  that  are  in  the  world/' — *<  But  be 
ye  transformed  by  the  renewing  of  your  mind/* 
It  is,  indeed,  a  holy  and  happy  state,  to  be 
living  above  the  world,  and  pressing  after  per- 
fection, at  the  same  time  that  we  gratefully 
acknowledge  Divine^ Goodness,  in  providing  for 
our  necessities  during  our  passage  through  life. 
This  supreme  love  of  God,  and  desire  to 
be '  united  to  him,  though,  often  cherished 
by  retirement,  is  not  a  solitary  and  inactive 
principle.  It  not  only  purifies  and  exalts  our 
minds;  but  it  expands  them  towards  our  fellow*^ 
creatures,  and  leads  us  into  acts  of  universal 
charity. 
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SECTION  VL 


PRINCESS  ELIZABETH. 


Princess  Elizabeth   of  the  Rhine,    waa 

born  in  the  jrear  1620.  She  was  the  eMest 
daughter  of  Frederic  V.  electqr  palatine  and 
king  of  Bohemia,  by  Anne,  daughter  of  James 
the  first,  king  of  England.  This^  excellent 
princess  possessed  only  a  small  territory ;  but 
$he  governed  it  mth  great  judgment,  and.  s^t? 
tentiqn  to  the  happiness  of  her  subjects*  She 
made  it  a  rule  to  h^r,  one  day  in  the  week, 
all  such  causes  as  war^  brought  before  her.  Oa 
thei^  occasions,  her  wisdom,  justice,  smd  mode- 
ration^  werf  very  conspicuous.  She  frequently 
remitted  forfeitures,  in  cases  where  the  parties 
were  poor,  or  in  any  respect  worthy  of  favour. 
It  was  remarkable,  that  she  often  introduced 
religious  co^isiderations,  as  motives  to  persuade 
the  contending  parties  to  hs^rmony  and  peace, 
^l^e  w»s  greatly  beloved  and  respected  by  her 
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subjects ;  and  also  by  many  persons  of  l^uiji^ 
ing  and  virtue  not  resident  in  her  domiQiqpsf 
for  she  patronised  men  of  this  character, .  whatr 
ever  might  be  their  country,  or  their  religious 
profession. 

In  the  year  1677,  the  famous  William  Penn 
paid  her  a  visit  5  and  was  treated  by  her  with 
great  respect.  The  following  account  of  her 
is  taken  from  his  works. 

^  The  meekness  and  humility  of  the  princess 
appeared  to  me  extraordinary.  She  did  not 
consider  the  quality,  but  the  merit,  of  the 
people  she  entertained.  Did  she  hear  of  a 
retired  man,  seeking  afker  the  knowledge  of  a 
better  world,  she  was  sure  to  set  him  down 
in  the  catalogue  of  her  charity,  if  he  wanted 

m 

it.  I  havie  casually  seen,  I  believe,  fifty  tokens 
of  her  benevolence,  sealed  and  directed  to  the 
several  poor  subjects  of  her  bounty,  whose 
distance  prevented  them  from  being  :  person- 
ally known  to  her.  Thus,  thou^  she  kept 
^Q  sumptuous  table    in    her  owb  court,'    she 

N4 
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spread  the  tables  of  the  poor  in  their  soU* 
tary  celb^  breaking  bread  to  virtuous  pil* 
grisDs^  according  to  their  want^  and  her  abi<^ 
lity. 

*'  She  was  abstentious  in  her  living  -,  and  m 
apparel  void  of  all  vain  ornaments*  I  must 
needs  say,  that  her  mind  had  a  noble  jpros-^ 
pect:  her  fcye  was  to  a  better  and  more  last* 
ing  inheritance^  than  can  be  found  below. 
Thid  made  her  not  over-rate  the  honours  of 
her  station,  or  the  learning  of  the  scho<^ls,  of 
which  she  was  an  excellent  ju%e.  Being 
once  at  Hamburgh,  a  religious  person,  whom 
she  went  to  see  for  rdigion's  sake,  remarked 
to  her,  that  *  it  was  too  great  an  honour 
for  him,  that  a  visitant  of  her  quality^  who 
Was  jdlied  to  so  many  great  kings  and  princes 
of  this  world,  should  come  nnder  bis  roof;* 
to  whom  she  hupibly  reified  5  *  If  liiey 
were  religious,  as  well  as  great,  it  would 
be  an  honour  indeed  5  but  if  you  knew  what 
thai  greatness  is,  as  well  as  I  do,  y^u  Fpul^ 
vsdue  it  less.' 
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^  After  a  rdigious.  meeting  which  we  had 
in  her  chamber^  she  was  much  affected^  and 
said :  ^  It  is  a  hard  thing  to  be  faithful  to 
what  one  knows.  O,  the  way  is  strait !  I 
am  afraid  I  am  not  weighty  enough  in  my 
spirit  to  walk  in  it/ 

^*  She  once  withdrew^  on  purpose  to  give 
her  servants  who  were  religiously  disposed^ 
the  liberty  of  discoursing  with  us,  that  they  ' 
might  the  more  freely  pnt  what  questions  of 
conscience  they  desired  to  be  satisfied  in. 
Sometimes  she  suffered  both  them  and  the 
poorest  persons  of  her  town,  to  sit  by  her 
in  her  own  chamber,  where  we  had  two 
meetings.  I  cannot  forget  her  last  words» 
when  I  took  my  leave  of  her :  *  Let  me 
desire  youi  to  remember  me>  though  I  live 
at  so  great  a  distance,  and  you  should  never 
see  me  more.  I  thank  you  for  this  good 
time.  Be  assured,  that  though  my  Condi- 
tion  subjects  me  to  divers  temptations,  yet 
my  soul    has    strong  desires    after    the  best 

■ 

things.' 
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**  She  lived  till  the  age  of  sixty,  years ;  and 
then  d^Mtrted  at  her  house  in  Herwerden,  in 
the  year  1680,  as  inuch  lamented,,  as  she  had 
been  beloved,  by  her  people,  To  het  real 
worth  I  do,  with  a  religidua  gratitude,  dedi* 
cate  this  memorial." 
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SECTION  VII. 


WILLIAM  MOMPESSON. 


WiLUAM  MoMPESSON  was  rector  of  Eyam 
in  Derbyshire,  during  the  time  of  the  plague 
that  nearly  depopulated  the  town  in  the  year 
1666,  the  year  after  that  distemper  prevailed 
in  London.  This  benevolent  man  thought  it 
his  duty  to  continue  in  the  place,  notwith* 
standing  the  plague  was  making  its  ravages 
around  him.  He  never  caught  the  disorder; 
and  was  enabled,  during  the  whole  time  of 
the  calamity,  to  perform  the  functions  of  the 
physician,  the  legislator,  and  the  priest,  of  his 
{afflicted  parish,  Assisting  the  sick  with  his 
medicines,  his  advice,  and  his  prayers.  Du- ' 
ring  these  pious  labours,  his  wife  was  taken 
ill,  and  died.  The  following  letter,  written 
by  him  to  sir  George  Saville,  patron  of  the 
living  of  >  Eyatn,  '  breathes  such  a  spirit  of 
pure  religion  and   iresignation  of  mind,   that 
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we   doubt  not   it  will  be    acceptable  to   iht 
reader. 

m 

''  Eyam,  Sept  1,  1666. 
**  Honoured  and  dear  sir,  . 

*'  This  is  the  saddest  news  that  ever  my 
pen  eould  write !  The  destroying  angel  having 
taken  up  his  quarters  within  my  habi^attion, 
ttiy  dearest  wife  is  gone  to  her  eteraial  restj 
and  is  invested  with  a  crown  of  righteousness^ 
having  made  a  happy  end. 

»  ,  * 

r 

^'Indeed,  had  she  loved  herself  as  wdl  ^ 
me^  die  ^ad  fled  from  the  pit  of  destruction 
iwith  her  sweet  babes,  and  might  have  pro* 
longed  her  days;-  but  slie  was  resolved  to 
die  ti  martyr  to  my  interest.  My  drooping 
spirits  are  much  refreshed  with  her  joys,  which 
I  think  are  unutterable. 


**  Sir,  this  paper  is  to  bid  you  a  hearty 
ferewell  for  ever,  and  to  bring  you  my  humble 
thanks  for  all  your  noble  favours ;  and  I  hope 
you  wiU  believe:  a  dying  man.  I  have  as 
much  lov^  as  honour  for   you :   and  I   will 
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bend  my  feeble  knees  to  tlie  Grod .  of  heayeoy 
that  yon,  my  dear  lady,  and  your  children^ 
and  their  children,  may  be  blessed  with  es>» 
temal  and  eternal  happiness;  and  that  tho 
same  blessing  may  fdl  upon  lady  Suaderland 
and  her  relations. 

<^  Dear  sir,  let  your  dying  chaplain  recoai« 
mend  this  truth  to  you  and  your  family,  that 
|io  happiness  or  solid  comfort  can  be  found 
in  this  vale  of  tears,  like  living  a  pious  life ; 
and  pray  ever  retain  this  fule ;  ^  Never  do 
iny  thing  upon  which  you  dare  not  firs|;  ask 
the  blessing  of  God/ 

"Sir,  I  have  made  bold  in  my  will  with 
your  name  for  an  executor ;  and  I  hope  that 
you  will  not  take  it  ill.  I  have  joined  two 
others  with  you,  who  .lyill  take  from  you  the 
tmuble,  Your  fs^vourable  aspect  will,  I  know, 
1>e  a  gr^at  ,p9mfoFt  to  my  distressed  orphans^^ 
I  am  not  desirous  that  they  may  he  ^reat,  Ih^Ut 
good;  and. n^yjiei^t  request  is_,  that  they  may 
be!  brcught  up  in  the  fe^r  acid  admonition  g( 
the  Lor4.. 
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^^  Sir^  I  thauk  God  I  am  contented  to  shaken 
bands  with  all  the  world  ;^  and^  have  many 
comfortable  assurances  that  God  will  accept 
me  upon  the  account  of  his  Son.  I.  find  the 
goodness  of  God  greater  than  ever  I  thought 
or  imagined;  and  I  wish,  from  my  soul^ 
that  it  were  not  so  much  abused  and  con^ 
temned. 

r 

**  I  desire,  sir,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to 
make  choice  of  a  humble,  pious  man,  to 
succeed  me  in  my  parsonage :  and  could  I 
see  your  face  before  my  departure  hence,  I 
would  inform  you  in  what  manner  I  think '  he 
may  live  comfortably  amongst  his  people; 
which  would  be  some  satisfaction  to  me  before 
I  die. 

#  I 

*^  Dear  sir,  I  beg  your  prayers,  and  desire 
you  to  procure  the  prayers  of  all  about  you, 
that  I  may  not  be  daunted  by  the  powers  of 
hell,  and  that  J  may  have  dying  graces.  With 
tears  I  beg,  that  when  you  are  praying  for 
fatherless  infants,    you  would    remember  my 

two  pretty  babes.'* 
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^^  Pardon  the  rade  style  of  this  paper ;  and 
be  pleased  to  believe  that  I  am,  dear  sir, 

your  most  obliged,  most  affectioiiate, 
and  grateful  servant, 

William  Mompesson/* 


^  *   • 
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ADMIRAL  PENN^ 

WiLUAM  Penn,  afterwards  sir  William  Penn, 
Inight  and  admiral  of  England^  was  bom  in 
the  year  16S1 ;  and  descended  from  an  ancient 
fiunily.  At  twent j  three  years  of  age,  he  was 
made  rear-admiral  of  Ireland;  at  thirty  one, 
vice-admiral  of  England;  and  at  thirty  two, 
general  in  the  first  Dutch  war.  He  was  a 
member  of  parliament  in  1655;  and  in  1660 
was  made  a  commissioner  of  the  admiralty 
Itnd  navy,  and  governor  of  the  fort  and  town 
of  Kinsale*  In  1664  he  was  appointed  chief 
xommauder  under  the  duke  of  York ;  and  was* 
in  the  remarkable  engagement  which^  in  that 
year,  happened  with  the  Dutch  fleet.  He 
then  took  leave  of  the  sea;  and  soon  after, 
finding  his  bodily  infirmities  increase,  he  with« 
drew  to  Wa^stead  in  Essex^.  were  he  died 
in  167Q, 


ADMIRAL  TENN.  199 

A  short  time  before  his  death,  looking  oyer 
the  busy  scenes  in  which  he  had  been  engaged, 
he  became  solemnly  impressed  with  the  view; 
and  filled  with  regret  for  his  want  of  sufficient 
attention  to  the  mercies  he  had  received.  The 
following  excellent  advice  which,  at  that  time, 
he  gave  to  one  of  his  sons,  strongly  expresses 
the  religious  state  of  his  mind« 

^^  Son  William,  I  am  weary  of  the  world.    I 

would  not  live  over  my  days  again,  if  I  could 
command  them  with  a  wish:   for  the  snares 

of  life  are  greater  than  the  fears  of  death. 
This  troubles  me,  that  I  have  offended  a  gra- 
cious God,  who  has  followed  me  to  this  day, 
O,  have  a  care  of  sin  ;  that  is  the  sting  both 
of  life  and  death.  Three  things  I  commend  to 
you.  First,  let  nothing  in  this  world  tempt 
you  to  wrong  your  conscience ;  I  charge  you, 
do  nothing  against  your  conscience:  you  will 
then  keep  peace  at  home,  which  will  be  a 
feast  to  you  in  the  day  of  trouble.  Secondly, 
whatever  you  design  to  do,  plan  it  justly,  and 
time  it  seasonably ;  for  these  give  security  and 
despatch.      Lastly,    be    not  troubled  at  dis- 
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appoinimehts :  f(ri  if  thejr  iaiy  be  tefcof ^eA,  do 
Jt ;  if  the  J  d^tioti  tr6iibte  is  Taia.  If  you  boold 
not  hare  avoided  them^  be  coptient :  peae^  and 
profit  dftfen  attend  submission  t6  Pf^cyvid^lics ; 
and  afflictions  maike  wise*  If  yoa  conid  have 
avoMed  theln^  let  tact  your  trouble  eatdc^  in* 
stmction  for  another  timfe.  These  rales  will 
cany  you  with  firmnesis  and  Comfort;  tlH*o^;h 
this  inconstant  world/' 


(  w  ) 
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SECTION  I. 


PASCAL. 


Slaise  t^ASCAL  was  bom  at  Clermont  in 
France,  in  the  year  1623.  Nature  endowed 
bim  with  extraordinary  powers  of  mind,  which 
were  highly  cultivated.    He  was  an  eminent 

philosopher,  a  profound  reasoner,  and  a  sub^ 
lime  and  elegant  writer.  We  raise  his  cha- 
racter stilt  higher,  when  we  say,  he  was  a 
man  of  most  exemplary  piety  and  virtue.  The 
celebrated  Bayle,  speaking  of  this  distinguished 
person,  s^ys :  ^^  A  hundred  volumes  of  religious 
discourses,  are  not  of  so  much  avail  to  con- 
found the  impious,  as  a  simple  account  of 
the  life  of  Pascal.    His  humility  and  his  devo* 
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tion  mortify  the  libertines  more  than  if  thejr 
were  attacked  by  a  dozen  missionaries.  They 
can  no  longer  assert^  that  piety  is  confined  to 
men  of  little  minds^  when  they  behold  the 
highe^st  degree  of  it,  in  a  geometrician  of 
Hat  first  riank,  the  most  acute  metaphysician^ 
and  one  of  the  most  penetrating  minds  that 
ever  existed." 

From  his  infancy,  Pas^cal  gave  proofs  of  a 
very  uncommon  .capacity.  He  desired  to  know 
the  reason  of  every  thing;  and  when  sufficient 
reasons  were  not  offered,  he  sought  for  better : 
lior  would  he  ever  yield  his  assent,  but  to  such 
as  appeared  to  him  well-grounded.  It  is  a 
comfortable  reflection,  that  a  man  of  this  turn, 
with  a  mind  so  comprehensive  and  sagacious, 
entertained  the  most  exalted  sentiments  of  the 
Christian  religion;  and  never  had  the  least 
doubt  of  its  Divine  authority.  This  informa- 
tion wc  have  from  his  biographer,  who  knew 

him  well,   and  who   says,    **  that  by  the   in- 

•  - 

structions  and  example  of  his  father,  great 
reverence  for  religion  was  early  impressed  upon 
his  mind,    and   continued  with    him  through 
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life  ;  and  that  he  was  always,  in  a  high  degree^ 
opposed  to  the  principles  of  infidelity/' 

When  he  was  in  the  twenty  fourth  year  of 
his  age,  he   declined  mathematical  and  philo- 
sophical studies,  in  which  he  had  so  eminently 
distinguished  himself,    resolving  to  spend  the 
remainder    of    his    days    in    retirement;    and 
to  devote  his  time  and  talents  wholly  to  the 
cause  of  piety  and  virtue.     His  work,  entitled, 
'^  Thoughts    upon  Religion   and   other    Sub- 
jects,'' has  been  much  read  and  admired.     He 
employed  a  great  part  of  his  time  in  prayer,  and 
in  reading  the  Holy  Scriptures ;  and  he  found 
the  greatest  comfort  and  delight,  in  these  de- 
vout exercises.      He  used   to  say,   ^  that  the 
Sacred  Scriptures  are  not  so  much  adapted  to 
the  head,  as  to  the  heart  of  man ;    that  they 
are  intelligible  only  to  those  who  have  their 
hearts  right;  and  that  to  others  they  are  ob- 
scure  and  uninteresting."     In   his   retirement, 
he  was  visited  by  many  persons  of  distinction, 
who,    on  account  of    his  great    wisdom    and 
piety,   wished  to  consult  him  respecting  reli- 
gious   subjects.      His  conversation  abundantly 
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answered  tl^eir  expectations:  but  he  felt  a 
fear  to  possess  his  mind,  lest,  on  such  occa- 
sioDS,  he  should  speak  rather  to  gratify  his  own 
Vanity    than  simply  to  afford  information. 

In  the  following  lines,  which  were  written 
by  himself,  and  found  among  his  papers  after 
his  decease,  we  see  a  striking  picture  of  the 
mind  of  this  good  man, 

*^  I  respect  poverty,  because  Jesus  Christ 
respected  it:  I  respect  riches,  because  they 
furnish  th^  means  of  relieving  the  distresfied,-^ 
J  4o  not  return  eyil  to  those  who  h^ve  done 
me  m  injury.  I  en^eaVQur  to  be  i^iuoere  and 
faithful  to  all  men;  bi|t  %  have  a  pecubar 
tepdemess  towards  those  with  whom  God  has 
caused  piie  to  be  intiips^t^y  connected*  Whether 
I  BXfi  alone,  or  in  cpinp^ny,  I  consider  myself 
as  in  the  sight  of  God,  wli0  will  judge  my 
actions,  and  to  whom  I  consecrate  them  dlL-~ 
These  are  ^ly  septiments :  and  I  daily  bless 
my  Re4eeqier,  who  has  impressed  them  upon 
Hies,  and  who,  by  the  operation  of  his  grace, 
l^as  taken  away  the  concupiscence,  pride,  am« 
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bUipn,  ap4  wi^ry*  t9  which  H  was  p^tw^Jly 
iH^^^t-     I  owp*  my  #Uyeranpe  to  l^is  pov^r 

Pascal,  from  his  youth,  was  much  afflicted 
)vith  sickae$i.s^  ;^p4.  he  pftes  m^  tljaj:,  frpi^  the 
l^iAet^qth  yew  of  tus  a^e,  l;ie  had  neyef  pja$se4 
f^  flay  fri^e  frpn)  pain.     He  submitt(e4  tp  hi3 
sui^Pjgs  withoi^t  a  mijirmur,  anjd  even  at  time$ 
fejoicod  19  them;   ^elievij;ig   tl^t   they  jcaqif 
froni  tl^  hs^nd  of  Us  |];i.ost  merciful  F^t^r^ 
att4   Wpre  ^es^i^^    fox    the    purifioatipn  a^ 
iippjpwewieot  9f  hiis  wjij.    Paring  }f\8  la^t  illr 
ij^5,  Jiis  d?port,m^t  >va«  :trijly  edifying;  sof^ 
his  expressions    of   pliarily  and   pious    re^j^ 
nation,  though  deeply  affecting,  were  highly 
ucpnsolatoiry,  to  his  fr^en^^s.      He  sai(l  ^  his 
;$)stjer  who  jEktt^.dpd  bim :  ^^  How  has  it  hap* 
^)^ied  J:hat  J  ji^ye  nevfr  done  «ny  thing  % 
4Ke  poor,  jthpugb  I  have  always  had  a  great 
love  for  them?"     She  .observed  to  bim  thftt^ 
be  had    not    possessed    property  sufficient  tp 
afford  th€a9  much  assistance.     '*  Then,"   said 
be^    ^*  I  ought  to  have  jgiven  them  my  tin[\e 
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and  labour.  In  this  respect  I  am  to  blame: 
and  if  my  physicians  speak  truly,  and  God 
should  permit  me  to  recover,  I  am  resolved 
that  the  service  of  the  poor  shall  be  the  sole 
emplo3anent  of  my  remaining  days." 

To  some  of  his  friends, .  who  expressed  the 
concern  they  felt  on  account  of  his  great  and 
continued  afflictions,  he  said :  "  I  know  the 
dangers  of  health,  and  the .  advantages  of  sick- 
ness.— ^When  we  are  ill,  we  are  exempt  from 
many  of  the  passions  which  disturb  us  in 
health;  we  are  without  ambition,  without 
avarice ;  w^  We  in  continual  expectation  of 
death.  We  have  nothing  to  do,  but  to  sub- 
mit hutobly  and  peacefully.** 

•   y  .' 
TTie  humility   and  simplicity  of   heart,   for 

which  he  was  always  remarkable,  seemed  to 

increase  as,  he  approached  his  end.     A  person 

who  frequently  visited    him  in   his  last  sick-» 

ness,   said   of  him:    ''  He  is  a  child;    he   is 

humble;  he  submits  like  a  little  child."— One 

of   his    particular  friends,   who  had  spent   an 

bpur  .with  him,   and  had  been  much  edified 
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by  his  meek  and  pious  example,  thus  expressed 
himself  to  his  sister:    ^'  You  may,  indeed,  be 

comforted.  If  God  should  call  him  hence, 
you  have  abundant  cause  to  praise  that  gra- 
cious Being  for  the  favours  which  he  has  con- 
ferred upon  him.  I  always  very  much  admired 
his  great  qualities :  but  I  never  before  observed 
that  extraordinary  simplicity  which  I  have  just 
now  witnessed :  it  is  wonderful  in  such  a  mind 
as  he  possesses.  I  most  cordially  wish  that  I 
were  in  his  situation/* 

His  last  words  were  5  "  May  God  never  for- 
sake me!"  and  he  died  full  of  peace  and 
hope. 

With  every  deduction  that  can  be  made, 
for  a  few  errors  arising  from  peculiar  circum- 
stances, Pascal  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the 
greatest  ornaments  of  human  nature.  Few 
have  rivalled  him  in  talents ;  and  few  have  led 
a  life  of  equal  innocence  and  piety. 


(  mi  ) 


VltWEBiS,  J>UKE  Of  BUCKINGHAM. 

&^0aPi  VltliSm^  duke  of  Bu0KlWi^AM, 
mnA  •  wrjr  dwtingiiulial  persm  in  the  i^n  of 
Chafflei  the  sftcond,  was  born  at  WaUingford-* 
hosm^  lA  the  jricar  i6tT.  He  possessed  g«*eak 
abilities^  which  were  macb  improved  by  edS'- 
cation:  but  they  were  shamefully  misapplied. 
*f  H^  wW  ^afft  Ibe  earl  of  Oareadon/  *^  a 
liWi  of  n^blp  pren^ncf ;  h#  had  great  lis^liness 
of  wit^  and  a  peculiar  faculty  of  turning  s^iwp 
things  into  ridicule.  He  had  no  principles  of 
f^ii^n^  wivX}^,  w  ^i^ship.  P^e^^^reii  frolic, 
jiw)  ^pj^^^^gwt  ^i^er^j),  vfem  aH  tii^t  h? 
fUgafded.  Hfi  h«d  W  fjteadiift/^??  m^  coQ4wte 
^  could  n^er  fi^  ))is  thoiigbitss  »pr  gov^^fii 
tiif  «pt«te,  tboHgh  i;!;  -^y^s,  ^  one  lime,  tte 
greatest  in  £^glap4-  lie  was  ^red  ^baut  tt|^ 
king ;  and,  for  many  years,  had  a  great  ascen- 
dant over  him :  but,  at  length,  he  drew  a 
lasting  disgrace  upon  himself;  aiid  ruined  both 


VIIUERS,  DUKE  OF  BUCfUiWHAI*,      9f» 

body  and  xnipd.  fortune  and  reputation.  Th# 
roadness'  of  vice  appeared  in  Wm*  in  very  «wi» 
nent  instances:  and,  at  last,  he  became  cgii» 
temptible  and  poor,  sickly,  and  sunk  in  all 
respegts}  so  tbat  his  conversation  was  «s  inuck 
avoided,  as  ever  it  hailJ>een  courted." 

It  appears  to  have  been  in  this  deserted  aad 
degraded  state,  mournfully  looking  over  a  lifii 
spent  in  vice  find  folly,  that  he  wrote  Ihe  fo^ 
lowing  letter  to  a  particular  friendt  Dr.  Barrow, 
a  short  time  before  his  decease. 

«  DEAR  DOCTOR, 

**  I  always  looked  upon  yon  to  bo  a  pofsoR 
of  true  virtue,  and  know  you  to  h«ve.  a  SQWi4 
^^lderstandiI% :  for  however  J  may  hav?  acte4 
in  oppoution  to  the  principles  of  religiop,  op 
tb^  d^ctat€«^  of  reason,  I  qsuh  bon^tly  assuro 
you,  I  have  always  had  th^  highest  yen^aMon 
for  both.  The  world  and  I  shake  hands;  for 
J  dare  aflBroi  we  are  heartily  weary  of  each 
pther.  O,  what  a  prodigal  have  I  been  of 
that  most  valuable  of  all  possessions,  time  1  I 
bave  squandered  it  away  with  a  profosioa  uat 
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paralleled;  and  now,  when  the  enjoyment  of 
a  few.  days  would  be  worth  the  world/I  cannot 
flatter  myself  with  the  prospect  of  half  a  dozen 
hours.  How  despicable,  my  dear  friend,  is 
that  man  who  never  prays  to  his  God,  but 
m  the  time  of  distress !  'In  what  manner  can 
he  supplicate  that  Omnipotent  Being,  in  his 
afBiclions>  wh(»n,  in  the  time  of  his  prosperity, 
lie  never  remembered  with  reverence  ?  Do  not 
brand  me  with  infidelity,  when  I  tell  you  that 
I  am  almost  ashamed  to  offer  up  my  petitions 
at  the  throne  of  Grace>  or  to  implore  that 
Divine  mercy  in  the  next  world,  which  I  have 
scandalously  abused  in  this.  Shall  ingratitude 
to  man  be  looked  upon  as  the  blackest  of 
crimes,  and  not   ingratitude  to   God  ?      Shall 

an  insidt  offered  to  the  king  be  looked  upon 

......  >  •  • 

in  the  most  offensive  light,  and  yet  no  notice 
taken  when  the  Kihg  of  kings  is  treated  with 

■ 

indignity  and  disrespect  ? 

<«  The  companions  of  my  former  libertinism 
would  scarcely  believe  their  eyes,  were  you  to 
show  them  this  epistle.  They  would  laugh  at 
ne  as  a  dreaming  enthusiast,   or  pity  me  as 
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a  timorous  wretch,  who  was  shocked  at  the 
appearance  of  futurity:  but  whoever  laughs  at 
me  for  being  right,  or  pities  me  for  being 
sensible  of  my  errors,  is  more  entitled  to  my 
compassion,  than  resentment.  A  future  state 
may  well  enough  strike  terror  into  any  mao» 
who  has  njot  acted  well  in  this  life;  and  he 
must  have  an  uncommon  share  of  courage 
indeed,  who  does  not  shrink  at  the  presence 
of  God.    The  apprehensions  of  death  will  soon 

ft 

bring  the  most  profligate  to. a  proper  use  of 
his  understanding.  To  what  a  situation  am 
I  now  reduced!  Is  this  odious  little. hut  a 
suitable  lodging  for  a  prince?  Is  this  anxiety 
of  mind  becoming  the  chv^ter  of  a  Christian? 
From  my  rank,  I  might  have  expected  af&u^ 
ence  to  wait  upon  my  life;  from  religion  and 
understanding,  peace  to  smile  upon  my  end: 
instead  of  which  I  am  afflicted  with  poverty, 
and  haunted  with  remorse ;  despised  by  my 
country,  and,  I  fear,  forsaken  by  my  God  !'* 

"  There  is  nothing  so  dangerous  as  extraor- 
dinary abilities.  I  cannot  be  accused  of  vanity 
now,  by  being  sensible  that  I  was  once  pos- 
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seised  df  Uncommon  qnalificatioiis^  cspeciftlly 
te  I  atncerely  regfet  that  I  ever  htA  thettk. 
My  nmk  m  life  made  thdie  tccdttiplii^teetite 
itill  ihore  donsprcuoii»$  ditd  fhsciiiated  by  thfe 
Kenerai  applause  which  they  prociu'^,  I  lievefr 
coaaidered  the  proper  meams  by  which  they 
lAioald  be  dii^layed.  Hekiee,  to  pro<iu^s  h 
^amUe  from  a  blockhead  whom  I  despis^d^  I 
have  frequently  treated  the  virtuous  with  dti^« 
figs^ect;  mid  sported  with  the  holy  name  tif 
}Ieaven>  to  obtain  a  laugh  from  a  parcel  of 
iool^  who  were  entitled  to  iiothiug  but  couw 
tempt.  Your  men  of  wit  geiierally  look  upoh 
themselves  as  discharged  from  the  duties  of 
ydigiot}^  aud  cottfine  the  doctrines  df  the  Gospd 
to  people  of  meMer  understandings.  It  is  a 
idrt  of  derogation,  in  their  opinion,  to  comply 
with  the  rules  of  Christianity ;  and  they  reckon 
Ihat  man  possessed  of  a  narrow  genius,  who 
studies  to  be  good.  What  a  pity  that  the 
holy  writings  are  not  made  the  criterion  of 
true  judgment!  or  that  any  person  should 
pass  for  a  gentleman  in  this  world,  but  he 
that  appears  soUcitOtts  about  his  happiness  m 
the  nextl 
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^^  I  am  forsaken  by  all  my  acquaintance ; 
utterly  neglected  by  the  friends  of  my  bosom^ 
and  the  dependents  on  my  bounty:  but  no 
matter!  I  am  not  fit  to  converse  with  the 
former^  and  bare  no  ability  to  serve  the  tatter. 
Let  me  not>  however,  be  wholly  cast  off  by 
the  good.  Favour  me  with  a  visit  em  tooq 
as  possible.  Writing  to  you  gives  me  some 
ease,  especially  on  a  subject  I  coidd  talk  of 
for  ever.  I  am  of  opinion  this  is  the  last  visit 
I  shall  ever  solicit  from  you:  my  distemper 
is  powerful.  Come  and  pray  for  the  depart- 
ing  spirit  of  the  poor  unhappy 

Buckingham  !'* 
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ROBERT  BOYLE, 


The  honourable  Robert  Boyle,  an  eminent 
philosopher,  and  a  truly  good  man,  was  the 
son  of  Richard,  earl  of  G>rk,  and  was  bom 
at  Lismore,  in  Ireland,  in  the  year  1627.  At 
Eton  schod,  where  he  was  educated,  he  soon 
discovered  a  force  of  understanding,  which  pro- 
mised great  things;  and  a  disposition  to  im- 
prove it  to  the  utmost.  Daring  his  education,  ' 
and  before  he  was  ten  years  old,  he  was  much 
afflicted  with  an  ague,  which  considerably  de» 
pressed  his  spirits :  and,  to  divert  his  attention, 
he  was  persuaded  to  read  Amadis  de  Gaul, 
and  other  romantid  books.  But  this  kind  of 
reading,  he  says  in  his  memoirs,  produced 
such  restlessness  in  him,  that  he  was  obliged 
to  apply  himself  to  mathematical  studies,  in 
order  to  fix  and  settle  the  volatility  of  his 
fancy. 
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He  wds  iL  man  of  great  learning;  and  his 
stock  of  knowledge  was  iihmense.  The  cde? 
brated  Dr.  Boerhaave  has  passed  the  following 
eulogium  upon  him.  <'  Boyle  was  the  ornament 
of  his  age  and  country.  Which  of  his  writings 
shall  I  commend?  All  of  then).  To  him  we 
owe  the  secrets  of  fire,  air,  water,  animals^ 
vegetables,  fessils:  so  that  from  his  worky 
may  be  deduced  the  whole  system  of  natural 
itaowledge/* 

He  was  treated  with  particular  kindness 
and  respeok  by  king  Charles  the  second,  a# 
well  as  by  the  two  great  ministers.  Souths 
ampton  and  .Clarendon.  By  the  latter^  h^ 
was  solicited  to  enter  into  orders :  for  hii?  di^ 
tinguished  learnings  and  unblemished  reputa- 
tion>  induced  lord  Clarendon  tp  thinks  that 
fo  very  respectable  a  pjerson^e  >yould  dp 
great  honour  to  the  clergy.  Boyle  qgnsidieried 
the  proposal  with  due  atteation.  He  jreflect« 
ed,  that,  in  bis  presei^t  situiUtioji  of  life,  what- 
ever he  wrote,  with  respect  to  religion,  would 
have  greater  weight,  as  coming  from  a  lay- 
man:  &r  lie  well  knew,   that  the  irreligious 
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fortified  themselves  against  all  that  the  clergjr 
could  offer,  by  supposing  and  saying,  thai 
it  was  their  trade,  and  that  thej  weire  paid 
for  it.  He  considered  likewise,  that,  in  point 
of  fortune  and  character,  he  needed  no  ac- 
cessions: and,  indeed,  his  desire  for  these 
was  always  very  limited.  But  )>ishop  Bur- 
net, to  whom'  Boyle  had  communicated  me- 
li^orandums  concerning  his  life,  tells  us,  that 
what  had  the  greatest  weight,  in  determining 
his  judgment,  was,  <'  the  not  feeling  within 
himself  afry  motion  or  tendency  of  mthd, 
which  he  could  safely  esteem  ^  call  from 
the  Holy  Spirit:  smd  therefore  he  did  not 
venture  to  take  holy  orders,  lest  he  should 
be  found  to  have  tied  unto  it/' 

Bishop  Bilmet,  who  v^ras  Boyle's  pdrticutar 
friend,  s(nd  who,  during  an  intimacy  of  twenty 
nine  yeari^,  had  spent  many  happy  hours 
in  conversation  with  hiiEn,  gives  a  full  ac- 
count  of  his  genuitie  piety  and  virtue,  and 
of  his  2eal  for  the  Christian  religion.  <^This 
zeal,''  he  says,  **-  was  unmixed  with  nar- 
row notions^    or    a    bigoted    heat    in    favour 
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of  a  particular  sect:  it  was  that  spirit 
which  is  the  ornament  of  a  true  Christian/^ 
Burnet  mentions^  as  a  proof  of  this,  his 
noble  foundation  for  lectures  in  defence  of 
the  Gospel,  against  infidels  of  all  sorts  3  the 
effects  of  which  have  been  very  conspicuous^ 
ia  the  many  volumes  of  excellent  discourses, 
which  have  been  published  in  consequence 
tof  that  laudable  and  pious  design* 

He  was  at  the  charge  of  the  translation  and 
impression  of  the  New  Testament  into  the 
Malayan  tongue:  and  he  had  it  dispersed 
in  the  East  Indies,  He  gave  a  great  re^ 
ward  to  the  person  who  translated  into  Ara- 
bic,  Grotius's  incomparable  ,  book^  on  ^  the 
trath  of  the  Christian  religion;  and  had  a 
whole  edition  printed  at  his  o^yn  expense, 
which  he.  took  care  to  have  spread  in  all 
the  countries  where  that  lai^guage  was  under- 
stood. By  munificent  donations^  and  by  his 
patronage^  he  also  very  materially  promoted 
the  plans  of  other  persons^  for  propagating 
the  Christiaii  religion,  in  remote  parts  of 
the  world.     In  other  respects,    his   charities 
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were  so  extensive,  that  they  amounled  to 
more  thaa  a  thousand  pounds  sterling  every 
year. ' 

The  great  object  of  his  philosophical  pur* 
saitSy  was,  to  promote  the  cause  of  religion, 
and  to  discountenance  atheism  ai|d  infidelity. 
His  intimate  ifriend,  bicdiop  Burnet,  makes 
the  following  observations  on  this  point:  <^Ife 
appeared  to  those  who  conversed  with  him 
on  his  inquiries  into  nature,  that  his  maia 
^^S^y  (on  which  as  he  had  his  own  eye 
constantly  fixed,  so  be  took  care  to  put 
6thers  dken  m  mind  of  it,)  was  to  raise  m 
himself  and  others,  more  exalted  sentiments 
of  the  greatness  and  glory,  the  wisdom  and 
goodness  of  God.  This  desigf^  was  so  deeply 
hnpressed  on  his  mind,  that  he  concludes 
the  article  of  his  will,  which  relates  to  the 
Royal  Society,  in  these  words :  ^  I  wish  them 
a  happy  success,  in  their  attempts  to  discover 
the  true  nature  of  the  works  of  God;  and 
I  pray  that  they,  and  all  other  searchers 
into  physical  truths,  may  cordialty  refer  their 
attainments,  to  the  glory  of  the  great  Atith^it 
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oF   nature^    and    to    the    comfort    of    man« 
kind: '' 

On  another  occa^on^  the  same  person 
speaks  of  hifU  thus :  '^  He  had  the  most 
profound  veneration  for  the  great  God  of 
heav^  and  eaith^  that  I  erer  observed .  in 
anj-  itaan.  The.  very  name  of  God  was 
hever  mentioned  by  him,  without  i^  pause 
tand  observable  stop  in  his  discourse/'  So 
brightly  did  the  example  of  this  great  and 
jgood  man  shine,  through  his  whole  courset^ 
that  bishop  Bumet,  on  reviewing  it,  in  a 
moment  of  pious  exuHtation,  thw  expressed 
liimself :  <'-!  might  challenge  the  whole  tribe 
t)f  libertines,  to  come  and  view  the  us^Ail- 
ness,  as'  w^  its  the  excellence,  of  the 
Oiristian  tdiglon,  in  tt  Ufe  that  was  ^e^ltirely 
dedicated    to  it.*^ 


PS 
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John  Locke  a  very  celebrated  pjiiloso- 
pher,  aad  one  of  the  greatest  men  that 
England  ever  produced,  w£(s  bom  in  the 
year  1632*  He  was  well  educated  s  an4^ 
applying  himself,  with  vigour  to  his  studies^ 
his  mind  became  enlarged^  and  stored  with 
much  useful '  knowledge.  He  went  abroad  as 
secretary  to  the  English  ambassador  at  se« 
veral  of  the  Qerman  courts  3  and  afterwards 
had  th^.  o£G^r  of  being  made  envoy  at  the 
court  of  the  emperorj  or  of  ^y  other  that 
he  ch^se ;  but  he  de9lined  ^he  proposal,  on 
account  of  the  infirm  state  of  his  health. 
He  was  a  commissioner  of ,  trade  and  planta* 
tions,  in  which  station  he  very  honourably 
distinguished  himself.  Notwithstanding  hi$ 
public  employments,  he  found  leisure  to 
write  much  for  the  benefit  of  mankind. 
His  "Essay  oa  Humao  Understanding,"   hi^ 
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*^  Discourses  on  Government/'  and  his  "LeU 
lers  on  Toleration/'  ajre  ji^tiy  l^eld  in  t^« 
kigfoestestie^m. 

This  enlighteaed  man  and  profound  rea* 
soner^  was  most  firmly  attached  to  the 
Chmtiah  religion.  His  ^eal  to  promote  it 
appeared,  first,  in  his  middle  age,  by  publish- 
iog  a  discourse  to  demonstrate  the  reasonabler 
Hess  of  believing  Jesus  to  be  the  promise4  Mes- 
siah ;  and,  afterwards,  in  the  latter  part  of  his 
Kfe^  by  a  very  judicious  Commept^j-y  pp  several 
of  the  Epistles  of  the  Apostle  Paul,  The  sa-» 
cred  Scriptures  are  every  wherp  mentioned 
by  .him  with,  the  greatest  reverence;  find  he 
exhorts  Christians,  ^'  to  betsi^e  themselves  in 
earnest  to  the  study  of  the  way  to  salva-^ 
tion,  in  those  holy  writings,  wherein  God 
has  revealed  it  from  heaven,  and  proposed 
it  to  the  world;  seeking  our  religion  where 
we  are  sure  it  is  in  truth  to  be  founds 
comparing  ftpiiitual  things  with  spirituaL'' 

In  a  letter,  written  the  year  before  his 
4eath,    to  ^  pejrson  who  asked  this  questioi), 
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^*  What  is  the  shortest  ittid  sorest  way  tot 
a  yobbg  man  to  attain  the  true  knowledge 
of  the  Christian  Religion?''  heutf»^  ^^  Lei 
him  stqdy  the  Holy  Scriptures,  especially  the 
New  Testament.  Therein  are  contained  the 
words  of  eternal  life.  It  l^as  6od  for  ita 
author^  salvation  for  its  end;  and  trntbi 
without  any  mixture  of  error,  for  its  mat- 
ter.'' This  advice  was  conformable  to  his 
own  practice.  <*  For  fourteen  or  fifteen  years^ 
he  applied  himself  in  an  especial  maimer  to 
ihe  study  of  the  Scriptures;  and  employe^ 
the  last  years  of  his  life  hardly  in  any  tbiiig 
^se.  He  was  never  weary  of  admiring  the 
£:reat  views  of  that  sacred  book,  and  the  jus^ 
relation  of  all  its  parts:  he  every  day  made 
discoveries  in  it,  that  gave  him  fresh  cause 
bf  admiration." 

The  consolation  which  he  derived  from  Di- 
Vine  i^yelation,  is  forcibly  eJcpressed  in  the^e 
wordis:  "  I  gratefully  receive  and  rejoice  in  th« 
light  of  revelation,  which  has  set  me  at  rest 
in  many  things,  the  manner  whereof  nty  poor 
reason  can  by  no  means'make  out  to  uie."' 
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After  he  had  diKgenfly  employed  a  great 
part  of  his  life  in  a  variety  cf  occupatioml, 
he  chose  a  {)leasing  retiretneiit  £of  the  re* 
mainder  of  his  days.  This  leisure  appears  to 
hare  been  prodnctive  of  solid  improvem^ity 
by  enabling  him  to  look  calmly  or^r  th(^ 
scenes  of  past  life;  to  form  a  proper  esti^ 
mate  of  its  enjoyments;  and  to  dedicate 
himself  more  fully  to  th^  ba«se  of  piety  aad 
virtue. 

The  isummer  before  li^s  deaths  he  ^  began 
to  be  rery  sejisible  ,Qf  ^hi^  approaching  disso- 
lution. He  ofjten  spoke  of  it^  and  always 
with  great  composure. .  A  short  time  before 
his  decease,  he  declared  to  a  friend,  that 
^*  he  was  in ;>  the  sentiments  of  perfect  charity 
towards  all  men;  and  of  a  sincere  union 
with  the  church  of    Christ,    under    whatever 

name  distinguished.^ 

'  .  •     '      '    '  '  *' .  *' 

The  day  before  his  deaths,  lady  Masham 
being  alone  with  him,  and  sitting  by  his 
bed-side,    he    exhorted     her    to    regard    this 
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world  only  a&  a  siate  of  preparation  for  a 
better :  adding)  that  <^  he  had  .  lived  long 
aiough,  and  thanked  God  for  having  passed 
his  days  so  comfortably;  but.  that  this  life 
appeared  to  him  mere  vanity/'  His  mean- 
ing,  in  this  last  expression,  doubtless  was, 
^hat  the  duration  and  .enjoyments  of  this 
life,  are  as  nothing,  compared  with  the 
endless  ages,  and  the  supreme  felicity,  of 
the  life  which  is  to  come^ 

The  same  day,  he  particularly  advised  all 
about  him  to  read  the  Scriptures;  and  desired 
to  be  remembered  by  them  at  evening  pray- 
ers. Being  told  that,*  if  he  chose  it,  the 
whole  family  should  be  with  him  in  his  cham- 
ber,  he  said  he  should  be  very  glad  to  have 
it  so,  if  it  would  not  give  too  much  irouble: 
and  an  qccasion  oflRsring  to  speak  of  the 
goodness  of  God,  he  especially  exalted  the 
care  which  God  showed  to  man  in  justifying 
him  by  faith  in  Jesus  Christ;  and,  in  par- 
ticular, returned  God  thanks,  for  having 
blessed  him  with  the  knowledge  of  that 
Divine  Saviour, 
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About  two  months  before  his  deaths  he 
wrote  a  letter  to  his  friend,  Anthony  Coliin^^ 
and  left  this  direction  upon  it:  ^<to  be  de* 
livered  to  him  after  my  decease."  It  con- 
dudes  with  the  following  remarkable  words. 

"  May  you  live  long  and  happy,  in  the 
enjoyment  of  health,  freedom,  content,  and. 
all  those  blessings  which  Providence  has  be- 
stowed on  jrou,  and  to  which  your  virtue  en-> 
titl^  you.  You  loved  me  living,  and  will 
preserve  my  memory  when  I  am  dead.  All 
the  use  to  be  made  of  it,  is,  that  this  life  is 
a  scene  of  vanity,  which  soon  passes  away, 
and  a£fords  no  solid  satisfaction,  but  in  the 
consciousness  of  doing  well,  and  in  the  hoper 
of  another  life.  This  is  what  I  can  say 
upon  experience;  and  what  you  will  find  to 
be  true,  when  you  come  to  make  up  tho 
account.    Adieu!'' 

The  following  extract  from  a  letter  writ- 
ten by  lady  Masham,  deserves  a  place 
iMXiong  the  testimonies  respecting  this  dis« 
tjnguished    and  excellent   man«^ 
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^^  You  ^11  not)  pertiapd,  dislike  to  kn^vr, 
that  the  last  scene  of  Mr.  Lookers  life,  wa» 
not  less  admirable  than  any  thing  else  con* 
ceming  him*  All  the  fiiculties  of  his  mind 
were  perfecit  to  the  last.  His  weakness,  of 
which  oply  he  died,  made  such  gradual 
iUid  visible  advances^  that  few  people,  I  think, 
do  so  sensibly  see  death  approach  them,  as 
he  did.  During  all  this  time,  no  one  could 
observe  'the  least  iteration  in  his  humour: 
always  cheeTfttl>  conversable,  civil ;  to  the  laist 
day,  thoughtful  x>f  all  the  concerns  of  his 
friends,  lUid  omitting  no.  fit  occasion  of  giving 
Christian  advice  to  all  about  him.  In  short, 
his  death  was,  like  his.  life,  truly  pious;  yet 
tiatural,  easy,  and  unaffiected.  Hme^  I  thinks 
can  never  .produce  a  more  eminent  ^example 

of  reason    and-  region  ^than   kt   WB6>  iMk 

J' 

living  and  dying."  >         ' 


(    9AI    \ 
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JOHN  JANEWAY. 


John  Janeway  was  bora  in  Hertfqrdthir^ 
m  the  year  1^3.  Hd  was  remarkable  for  hU 
piety  and  love  of  mankind,  for  an  exemplary 
conduct  through  life,  and  a  happy  triomphant 
death. 

Before  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age,  he  had 
made  a  considerable  proficiency  in  the  mathe- 
matics, in  the  science  of  astronomy,  and  in 
other  branches  of  useful  literature.  At  the 
age  of  seventeen,  he  was  chosen  to  King'# 
College  in  Cambridge ;  and  whai  he  was  about 
eighteen,  it  pleased  Divine  Goodness  to  open 
his  understanding,  and  discover  to  him,  that 
the  knowledge  of  his  Creator,  and  the  con- 
sciousness of  an  interest  in  his  love,  through 
Jesus  Christ,  was  infinitely  superior  to  every 
attainment  and  possession  of  this  world*    At 
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this  time,  he  became  sensible  that  astronomy 
surveys  but  a  molehill,  in  comparison  of  the 
great  objects  which  the  religion  of  Jesus  con^ 
templates.  The  complacency  and  delight  which 
he  found  in  a  religious  life,  were  discernible 
in  his  very  countenance.  Though  he  had  a 
just  sense  of  the  value  of  learning  and  know- 
ledge, yet  he  now  "  counted  every  thing  but 
as  dross  and  dung,  in  comparison  of  the  know* 
ledge  of  Christ,  and  him  crucified."  From 
this  period  of  his  life  to  the  conclusion  of  it, 
he  continued  to  rise  above  the  world,  and  to 
labour  for  purity  of  heart,  and  acceptance  in 
the  Divine  Sight. 

As  his  own  comforts  came  from  the  source 
of  all  consolation,  so  he  was  desirous  of  lead- 
ing others  to  partake  of  that  fountain,  and  to 
depend  upon  it  for  support:  <<  We  poDr  foolish 
creatures,''  said  be,  on  a  particular  occasion, 
**  scarcely  know  what  is  good  for  ourselves: 
but  it  is  no  small  encouragement  to  the  people 
of  God>  that  wisdom  itself  is  their  guard  s  and 
that  one  who  loves  them  better  than  they  love 
themselves,  cares  for  them/* 


JOHN  JANEWAY.  933 

When  he  fell  into  a  decline^  and  had  but 
little  prospect  of  life,  he  was  far  from  being 
alarmed  with  the  view  of  his  dissolution.  "  I 
am  ashamed/*  he  said,  '^  to  desire  and  pray 
for  life.  Is  there  any  thing  here  more  desirable 
than  the  enjoyment  of  Jesus  Christ?  Can  I 
desire  any  thing  below  comparable  to  that 
blessed  vision?  O  that  crown!  that  rest  which 
remains  for  the  people  of  God  I  and,  blessed 
be  God,  I  can  say,  I  know  it  is  mine/' 

It  was  his  custom  to  set  apart  an  hour  every 
day,  for  secret  retirement  and  solemn  medita- 
tion. On  one  of  these  occasions,  a  friend  of 
his,  unknown  to  Jbim,  happened  to  be  in  a 
situation,  where  he.  observed  all  that  passed; 
and  his  remarks  on  the  scene  before  him,  are 
worthy  of  insertion.  ^'  What  a  spectacle  did 
I  behold!  Surely,  a  man  walking  with  God, 
conversing  intimately  with  him,  and  maintain-^ 
ing  a  holy  freedom  with  the  great  Jehovah. 
Methought  I  saw  a  spiritual  merchant  in  a. 
heavenly  exchange,  pursuing  a  rich  trade  for 
the  treasures  of  the  other  world.  O  what  an 
animating  sight  it  was!    methinks  I  see  him 
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Still.  How  lovely  was  his  countenance!  rfiii 
looks^  and  smiles,  and  every' motion,  spoke 
him  to  be  upon  the  confines  of  glory.*' 

He  was  full  of  love  and  compassion  to  the 
souls  of  men^  and  often  greatly  lamented  the 
barrenness  of  Christians,  in  their  converse  with 
each  other!  "  O,'*  said  he,  "  what  indifference, 
to  spend  an  hour  or  two  together,  and  to  hear 
scarcely  a  word  that  speaks  people's  hearts  ia 
love  with  holiness !  Where  is  our  love  to  God, 
and  our  fellow-creatures,  all  this  while?  Where 
is  our  sense  of  the  preciousldess  of  time  i  of  the 
greatness  of  our  acGountI  Shoidd  we  talk  thiid. 
If  we  believed  we  should  hear  of  it  again  at  the 
day  of  judgment?  Does  not  this  speak  aloud 
that  our  hearts  are  devoid  of  grace  3  and  that 
we  have  little  sense  of  spiritual  and  eternal 
concerns?" 

To  a  friend  who  visited  him,  and  who  spoke 
of  ]the  excellency  of  Christ,  and  o(  the  glory  of 
the  invisible  world,  he  replied :  *^h  f  I  feel 
something  of  it.  My  heart  is  as  full  as  it  can 
hold  in  this  lower  state/' 
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^hoilgh  he  was^  generally;  as  he  appi^oachedl 
his  end^  in  a  triumphant  frame  of  spirit,  yet  h^ 
fekperienced,  at  times^  some  Variations:  and  in 
these  seasons^  he  ufted  td  say;  '^  Hold  out,  faith 
s^ttd  patience^  yet  a  MtAb  while>  and  your  trial 
Will  he  over." 

Near  thd  close  of  life,  mddt  of  his  Work  wa^ 
praise.  Admiring  the  boundless  love  of  God  td 
him,  he  said :  *•  O^  why  these  favoiini  to  me, 
LfOrd?  why  to  me? — Praise  is  now  my  work, 
and  I  shall  be  engaged  in  that  sweet  Employ* 
Inent  for  ever.  ()>  help  me  to  praise  himr  I 
have  nothing  else  to  do:  I  have  done  with 
phiyer;  I  have  almost  done  with  conversing 
ivith  mortals.  I  shall  soon  behold  Christ  himself^ 
who  died  for  me,  and  loved  me^  and  washed 
ihe  in  his  blood.  1  shall  shortly  be  in  eternity,^ 
singing  the  song  of  Moses,  and  the  song  of  the 
Lamb.  I  shall  presently  stand  upon  mount 
i^ion,  with  an  innumerable  company  of  angels, 
iLud  the  spirits  of  the  just  made  perfect.  I 
shall  hear  the  voice  of  multitudes,  and  be  oli6 
amongst  thetii  who  say-    *  Hallelujah !    gloiyy 

Q 


228 


JOHN  JANEWAT, 


and  honour,  and  power,  unto  the  Lord  our 
God!'" 


/■• 


Thu9  did  thiiB  favoured  and  happy  spirit  takt 
his  leave  of  the  world>  and  rise  trtut^phant  to 
the  regions  of  bliss  and  immortality*  He  died 
m  the  twenty  fifth  year  of  his  age« 


(  d^l  ) 


SECTION  Vt. 

teARL  OF  MARLBOROUGH 

t  -  . 

James^  Earl  of  Marlborough,  was  killekl 

i\i  a  battle  at  sea^  on  the  coast  of  Holland,  iii 
the  year  1665.  Not  long  before  his  death,  he 
had  a  presentiment;  and  wrote  to  his  friendi 
isir  Hugh  Pollard,  a  letter,  of  which  the  follow-^ 
ing  is  an  extract; 

*^  i  believe  the  goddness  of  your  liature,  arid 
the  friendship  you  have  idways  borne  me,  will 
receive  with  kindnesi^  the  last  office  of  you^ 
friend.  I  am  in  health  enough  of  body^  and^ 
through  the  iriercjy  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ,  well 
disposed  iti  mind.  This  1  premisei  that  yoii 
ihay  be  satisfied  that  what  I  write  proceeds  not 
from  any  fantastic  terror  of  mind,  but  from  a 
ftober  resolution  of  what  concerns  myself,  and 
Hn  earnest  desire  to  do  you  more  gc>od  after  my 

4eathj  tkan  my  example  (God  of  his  mere/ 

■  ■       •      ■  •,  .      , 
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pardon  the  badness  of  it!)  in  my  lifetime^  may 
do  you  harm. 

'*  I  will  not  speak  aught  of  the  vanity  of  this 
world:  your  own  age  and  experience  will  save  ' 
that  labour.     But  there  is  a  certain  thing  called 
Beligion,  which  is  often,  dressed  fantastically, 

« 

and  to  purposes  bad  enough^  which  yet,  by 
such  evil  dealings  loses  not  its  being.  The 
great,  good  God  hath  not  left  it  without  a 
witness,.  mor.e  or  less,  sooner  or  later,  in  eveiy 
man's  bosom,   to  direct  us  in  the  pursuit  of 

« 

it^  and  for  the  avoiding  of  those  inextricable 
di^uisitions  and  entanglements,  with  which 
our  own  frail  reason  would  perplex  us.  God,, 
in  his  inj&nite  mercy,  hath  given  us  his  holy 
Word,  in  which,  as  there  are  many  things 
hard  to  be  understood,  so  there  is  enougji 
plain  and  easy,  to  quiet  our  minds,  and  to 
direct  us  concerning  our.  future  being*  I 
confess  to.  God  and  you,  I.  have  been  a  great 
neglecter,  and>  I  fear,  despiser  of  it  ^  God,  of 
hisr  infinite  mercy,  pardon  me  the  dreadful 
faulti  But  when  I  retired  myself  from  thfr 
noise   and    deceitful    vanity  of  the    world,    I 
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found  no  true  comfort  in  any  other  resolution 
than  what  I  had  from  thence.  I  commend^ 
from  the  bottom  of  my  hearty   the^same  to 

0 

your,  I  hope^  h^ppy  ^se. 

*•  Dear  Hugh,  Jet  us  be  more  generous, 
than  to  believe  we  die  as  the  beasts  that 
perish;  but  with  a  Christian,  manly,  brave 
resolution,  look  to  what  is  eternal.  The  only 
great  and  holy  God,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghost,  direct  you  to  a  happy  end  of  your 
life,  and  send  us  a  joyful  resurrection !  So 
prays  your  true  friend, 

Marlborough." 

This  letter  marks  the  writer's  strong  sense 
of  the  importance  of  the  sacred  writings  ^  and 
his  deep  regret  for  having,  at  any  period, 
treated  them  with  indifference;  When  our 
pursuits  in  life,  our  companions,  or  our  taste 
for  a  particular  species  of  reading,  occasion 
us  to  contemn  or  neglect  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
and  the  simplicity  of  the  Gospel,  it  is  a  sad 
proof  that  the  mind  has  begun  to  be  per- 
verted, and  that  the  way  is  prepared  for  great 

Q3 
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depravity  of  heart.  Whatever,  therefore,  tends 
to  lessen  our  esteem  £3r  those  venerable  and 
highly  interesting  communications  of  the  Divine 
Will;  or  disinclines  us  to  the  perusal  and 
study  of  them ;  should  be  regarded  with  early 
apprehension,  and  avoided  with  the  utme^t 
fKoUcitude, 


^  .1 
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tSECriOM  L 


I.ADY  RACHEL  RUSSEL. 

0 

X-<ADY  Eacsel  Russel,  daughter  of  the 
earl  of  Southampton,  wa^  borp  about  the  year 
1636.  She  appears  tp  hare  possess^  a  truly 
noble  mind,  a  solid  understanding,  an  amiable 
^nd  a  benevolent  temper.  Her  pious  resigna- 
tion, and  religious  deportment,  under  the  pres« 
sure  of  very  deep  distress,  afford  a  highly 
instructive  example,  and  an  eminent  iur 
^tance  of  the'  Power  of  Religion  to  sustain 
|;he  minid^  in  the  greatest  storms  and  dan- 
gers, ^heft  the  wayes  of  affliction  threaten  to 
pverwhelm  it, 

Q4 
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It  18  well  known,  that  the  husband  of  tfaia 
lady,  William,  lord  Russel,  was  beheaded  iQ 
the  reign  of  Charles  the  seoond;  that  he  was 
H  man  of  great  merit;  and  that  he  sustainecl 
the  execution  of  his  severe  sentence,  witl| 
Christian  and  invincible  fortitude.  During  the 
period  of  her  illustrious  husband's  troubles^ 
she  conducted  herself  with  a  mixture  of  the 
most  tender  affection,  and  the  inost  surprising 
magnai^imity.  She  appeared  in  court  at  his 
trial ;  and  when  the  attorney-general  told  hino, 
^*  he  might  employ  the  h^nd  of  one  of  h\^, 
servants  in  waiting,  to  take  notes  of  the  evi-, 
(Jence  for  his  use,"  lord  Russel  answered^  that 
V«  he  asked  none,  but  that  of  the  lady  who 
sat  by  him."  The  spectators,  at  these  words^^ 
turned  their  eyes,  and  beheld  the  daughter  oi 
the  virtuous  Southampton  rising  up  to  assi^ 
\iev  lord  in'  this  his  utmost  distress  :  a  thrill  of 
anguish  ran  through  the  assembly.  After  hki 
'Condetntiation,  she  threw  herself  at  the  king'ij 
feet ;  and  pleaded,  but  alas !  in  vain,  the  merits 
and  loyalty  of  her  father,  in  order  to  save  ^e^ 
husband. 
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When  the  time  of  separation  came,  her  oon** 
duct  appears  to  be  worthy  of  the  highest  admi*^ 
ration:  for  without  a  sigh  or  tear,  she  took 
her  hist  £sireweU  of  her  husband,  though  it 
might  hare  been  expected,  as  they  were  so 
)iappy  in  each  other,  and  no  wife  could  pes* 
sibly  surpass  her  in  affection,  that  the  torfe^t 
of  her  distress  would  have  overflowed  its  banks, 
find  been  too  mighty  for  restraint.  ,  Lofd  Russel 
parted  from  his  lady  with  a  composed  ifilence; 
and  observing  how  greatly  she  was  supported, 
said  after  she  was  gone ;  <<  The  bitterness  of 
death  is  now  passed :"  for  he  loved  and  esteemed 
her  beyond  expression.  He  declared,  that 
^^  i^e  had  been  a  great  blessing  to  him ;  and 
observed,  that  he  should  have  been  miserable, 
if  she  had  not  possessed  so  great  magnanimity 
of  spirit  joined  to  her  tenderness,  as  never  t0 
have  desired  him  to.  do  a  base  thing  to  save 
his  life.''  He  said,  ''  there  was  a  signal  -prON> 
vidence  of  God,  in  giving  him  such  a  wife,  ill 
whom  were  united  noble  birth  and  fortune, 
great  understanding,  great  religion,  and  greit^ 
kindness  to  himself;  but  that  her  behavioa 
in  his  extremity,  exceeded  all/* 
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.  After  the  deafch  of  her  lord  upon  the  scaffbld, 
J&M  excellent  iiKoman,  encompassed  with  the 
jdarkest  clouds  of  affliction,  seemed  tp  be  abr 
jorJI>ed  in  a  religions  concern^  to  b$haye  pror 
<perly  under  the  afflicting  ha^id  of  God;  and 
jto  fulfil  the  duties  now  devolved  upon  herself 
alone,  in  the  care,  education,  disposal,  and 
happiness,  of  her  children ;  those  living  remains 
jof  her  lord,  which  had  been  so  dear  to  him, 
.and  which  were,  for  his  sake,  as  well  as  theifr 
pwDf  so  dear  tp  herself. 

< 

The  following  short  extracts  from,  a  few  of 

.her  letters^  evince  the  humble  and  pious  frame 

of  her  mind;   the  great    benefit   she   derived 

irom    her    afflictions;     and    the    comibrtable 

hope  she  entertainejl  of  ^er  future  rest  and 

.iS^lipity.  .      , 

,  pyp— ,-— f«  You,  my  friend,  who  knew  us  both, 
And  how  we  lived,  must  allow  I  have  just  cau^ 
to  .bewail  my  loss.  I  ki^ow  it  is  common  with 
Others  tq  lo^  a  friepd :  but  few  can  glory  in 
|he  happiness  of  liaving  lived  with  such  a  one ; 
an(|  few,    consequently,    can  lament  tl^e  lils^ 
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loss.  Who  but  must  shrink  at  such  a  blow,  till, 
by  the  mighty  aid  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  they  let 
the  gift  of  God,  which  he  has  put  into  their 
hearts,  interpose?  Ol  if  I  did  steadfastly  be* 
lieve,  I  could  not  be  dejected :  for  I  will  not  in- 
jure myself  to  say,'  I  offer  my  mind  any  inferior 
consolation  to  supply  this  loss.  No ;  I  most 
willingly  forsake  this  worid,  this  vexatious, 
troublesome  world :  in  which  I  have  no  other 
business,  than  to  rid  my  soul  from  sin,  and 
secure  my  eternal  interests ;  to  bear  with  pa* 
tience  and  courage,  my  eminent  misfortunei;, 
and  ever  hereaflter  to  be  above  the  smiles  and 
frowns  of  it ;  and,  having  finished  the  remnant 
pf  the  work  appointed  me  on  earth,  joyfully  to 
wait  for  the  heavenly  perfection  in  God's  godd 
time,  when,  by  his  infinite  mercy,  I  may  be 
counted  worthy  to  enter  into  the  same  place 
of  rest  and  repose,  where  he  is  gone  for 
whom  I  grieve.*- 


•"  The  future  part  of  my  life  will  not. 


J  expect,  pass  as  perhaps  I  would  choose.-^ 
Sense  has  long  enough  been  satisfied  ^  indeed  so 
|png,  that  I  know  ngt  how  to  live  by  faith :  yet 
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tiie  pleasant  stream,  that  fed  it  near  fourteen 
3rears  together,  being  gone,  I  have  no  sort  of 
refreshment,  but  wben  I  can  pepair  to  that 
Jiving  Fountain  whence  all  flows ;  while  I  look 
not  at  the  things  which  are  ^een,  but  at  those 
•firhioh  are  BOt  seen,  expecting  that  day  which 
will  TCttle  and  compose  all  my  tumultuous 
4JUo9ghts»  in  perpetual  peace  and  quiet.'^ 

**  The  consideration  of  the  other  world 

is  not  only  a  very  great,  but,  in  my  smalt 

Judgment,  the  only  support  under  the  greatest 

'-  of  afflictions  that  can  befall  us  here.    The  en* 

'livening  heat  of  those  glories,  is  sufficient  to 

animate  and  refresh^  us,  in  our  dark  passage 

through  this  world :  and  notwithstanding  I  am 

below   the    meanest  of    God's    servants,   and 

have  not,  in  tbe  least  degree,  livod  answerably 

ito  tbese  opportunities   I    have  had ;   yet  my 

Mediator  is  my  judge,  and  he  will  not  despise 

weak  beginnings,  though  there  be  more  smoke 

,HhML  flame.     He  will  help  ^us  in  believing ;  and, 

-tiiov^h  >he  9uffer6  us  to  be  oast  down,  will  not 

cast 'tis  oiF,' if  we  commit  our  cause*  to  him,~ 

I  rtriw  to  reflect  hofw  large  aay  poftio^n  of  good 
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things  has  been:  andtfacmgh  they  are  passed' 
away,  no  more  to  return,  yet  •  I  have  a  pleasant 
work  to  do,  to  dress  up  my  soul'  for  my  desired 
change,  and  fit  it  for  the  converse  of  angels, 
and  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect; 
among  whom,  my  hope  is,  my  loved  lord  is 
one ;  and  my  often  repeated  prayer  to  Godi 
IS,  that  if  I  have  a  reasonable  ground  for  that 
hope,  it  may  give  refreshment  to  my  poor 
soul/* 


.^'  From  the  enticing  delights  of  the 


world,  I  can,  after  this  event,  be  better  weaned^ 
I  was  too  rich  in  possessions,  while  I  possessed 
him.  All  relish  now  is  gone.  I  bless  God 
for  it;  and  pray  that  I  may  more  and  more 
turn  the  stream  of  my  affections  upwards,  and 
set  my  heart  upon  the  ever-satisfying  perfec- 
tions of  God  5  not  starting  at  his  darkest  pro- 
vidences, but  remembering  continually,  that 
either  his  glory,  justice,  or  power,  is  advanced 
by  every  one  of  them,  and  that  mercy  is  over 
all  his  works^  as  we  shall  one  day,  with  ravish- 
ing delight,  behold.    In  the  mean  time,  1  en- 
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tieavour  to  suppress  all  wild  imaginations^  whidti^ 
a  melancholy  mind  is  atpt  to  let  in ;  and  to  say^. 
with  the  man  in  the  Gospel^  '  I  believe ;  helpr 
thou  m^  unbelief/" 

— — * — "  It  is  the  grace  of  God  which  dis-J 
poses  me  to  ask  for,  and  thirst  after^  such  com-* 
forts  as  the  world  cannot  give.  What  com-» 
forts  it  can  give,  I  am  most  sure  I  have  felty 
and  experienced  to  be  uncertain  and  perishing^ 
Such  J  will  never  more,  the  grace  of  God 
iissisting,  look  after:  and  yet  I  expect  a  joy* 
ful  day  after  some  mournful  ones;  and  though 
I  walk  sadly  through  the  valley  of  death,  I  will 
fear  no  evil,  humbling  myself  under  the  mighty 
hand  of  God^  who  will  save  in  the  day  of 
trouble*  He  knows  my  sorrows,  and  the  weak-" 
ness  of  my  person :  I  commit  myself  and  mine 
to  him.— -The  saddest  state  to  a  good  soul,  ^  willl 
one  day  end  in  rest.  This  is  my  best  corn-* 
fort,  and  a  greater  we  cannot  have;  yet  thef 
degree  is  raised,  when  we  consider  that  we 
shall  not  only  rest,  but  live  in  regions  of  niH 
speakable  bliss.     This  should  lead  us  sweetly 
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V 

through  the  dark  passage  of  the  world;  and 
suffer  us  to  start  at  nothing  we  either  meet 
with,   or  our   fears    suggest    may  happen    to 

9i 


To  lady  Esse?y  she  wrote  as  follows :  "  I 
beseech  God  one  day  to  speak  peace  to  our. 
afflicted  minds,  and  not  to  suffer  us  to  be  dis- 
appointed of  our  great  hope.  But  we  must 
wait  for  our  day  of  consolation,  till  this  world 
passes  away :  an  unkind  and  trustless  world 
this  has  been  to  us.  Why  it  has  been  such» 
God  knows  best.  AH  his  dispensations  serve 
the  end  of  his  providence.  They  are  ever, 
beautiful  and  must  be  good,  and  good  to  every 
one  of  us :  and  even  these  dismal  ones  are  sa 
to  us.  if  we  can  bear  evidence  to  our  owa 
80u1s>  that  we  are  better  for  em;  afSictions;. 
which  is  often  the  case  with  those  who  sqffe^ 
wrongfully.  We  may  reasonably  believe  our 
friends  have  found  that  rest  we  yet  but  hope 
for :  and  what  better  comfort  can  you  or  I 
desire,  in  this  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death  we 
are  walkiitg  throo^gh?   The  rougher  our  patb 
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is^  the  more  delightful  and  lavishing  will  be  fke^ 
great  change/' 


She  survived  lord  Russel  above  forty  years  • 
and  continued  hisL  widow  to  the  end  of  her 
life.  She  died  in  the  year  1^23,  in  the  eighty 
seventh  year  of  her  age.  Her  continued  hope 
and  trust  in  HIM,  who  had  been  the  staff  of  her 
life,  and  her  support  in  affliction,  is  evidenced 
by  the  following  declaration,  made  not  long 
before  the  end  of  her  days.  **  Gtod  has  no6 
denied  me  the  support  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  id 
this  my  long  day  of  calamity;  but  he  has 
enabled  me^  in  some  measure,  to, rejoice  ill 
him  as  my  portion  for  ever.  He  has  provided 
a  remedy  for  all  our  griefs,  by  his  sure  promises 
of  another  life;  where  there  is  no  death,  nor  any 
pain  nor  trouble,  but  fulness  of  joy,  in  the 
presence  of  Him  who  made  us,  and  who  wifl 

« 

love  us  for  ever/' 


(    «41    ) 


SECTION  If. 


JANE    RATCLIFFE- 


Jane  RatclifPe  wasi  born  in  the  year  I6d8« 
Her  extraordinary  faith  And  piety  render  her 
a  suitabie  object  for  these  memoirs. 

In  early  life  she  indulged  herself  in  many  of 
^e  follies  and  vanities  of  her  time:  but  being 
awakened  to  a  sense .  of  their  fatal  tendency^ 
she  renounced  them ;  and  placed  her  affections 
on  objects  which  alone  can  confer  solid  and 
durable  enjoyment.  We  shall  pass  over  the 
intermediate  part^  of  her  circumspect  life,  and 
come  to  the  closing  scene  of  it;  when  she. 
appeared  to  be  much  raised  above  the  love  of 
ltfe»  and  the  fears  of  death.  The  following  is 
an  extract  from  lier  own  expressions,  on  that 
solemn  occasion.  At  the  same  time  that  they 
manifest  her  desire  to  be  released  from  the 
sorrows  and  dangers  of  mortality,  there^  can 
be  no  doubt  that  it  was  limited  j^y  a  hun^ble. 

R 
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sabmissicm,  and  pious  resignatioiiy  to  tlie  wi& 
^  FleaveB* 


''  I  desire  to  die/''  said  she,  '*  because  I  want, 
While  I  live  here>  tbe  gloricMis  presence  of  God, 
which  I  love  and  long  for;  and  the  sweet 
iellowsbip  of  angels  and  saints,  who  woidd  be 
s»  glad  to  see  me  with  them,  as  I  should  be 
to  see  them  about  me ;  and  who  would  diter^^ 
tain  me  with  unwearied  delight. 


"  I  desire  to  die-^beeause,  white  I  five,  I 
slialt  want  the  perfection  of  my  nature,  and 
be  as  an  estrai:]^;ed  and  bamshed  child  firom^ 
my  father's  house. 

•*  I  desire  to  die — ^because  I  wonfd  not  K?e 
to  offend  so  good  a  God,  and  grieve  his  Holy 
Spirit.  For  his  loving-kindness  is  better  than 
life,  mid  he  is  abmidant  in  mercy  to  me;  and 

the  fear  of  displeasing  him  often  lies  as  a  heavy 

.... 

load  upon  my  heart. 

..  ^  .    > 

-•I 

**  i  desire  to  die— because  this  world  is  gene^ 
tftlljr  infected  with  the  plague  of  sin,  and  't 


JANE  RATCLtFPe.  243 

ibyself  am  tainted  with  the  same  disease:  so 
that>  while  I  live  here,  t  shall  be  in  danger 
of  being  infected,  or  of  infecting  others.  And 
if  this  world  hates  me>  because  I  endeavour  to 
follow  goodness,  how  Would  it  rejoice,  if  my 
fool  should  slip  !  How  woful  would  my  life 
be  to  jne,  if  I  should  give  occaision  to  the 
world  to  trium|>h  and  blaspheme  1  There  are 
in  my  nature  so  many  defects,  errors,  and  trans- 
gressions,  that  I  may  say  with  David,  *Innu* 
merable  evils  have  compared  me  about ;  my 
iniquities  have  taken  hold  on  me,  so  that  I 
am  not  able  to  look  up/  I  therefore  desire 
heaven  for  holiness,  and  to  the  end  I  may 
siii  no  more. 

"  I  desire  to  die — because  nothing  in  this 
world  can  give  me  solid  and  durable  content- 
ment. 

"With  regard  to  my  children,  I  am  not 
troubled :  for  that  God  who  has  given  them 
life  and  breath,  and  all  they  have,  while  I  am 
living,  can  provide  for  them  wheti  I  am  dead. 
My  God  will  be  their  God,  if  they  be  his: 
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and  if  tbey  be  not^  what  comfort  wqiild  it 
.be  for  me  to  live  to  behold .  it  ?  Life  woul4 
be  .bitter  to  ine>  if  I  should  §ee  them  dishonour 
Gqdy  whom  I  so  great\y  love, 

'  •  •  •  < 

^'  I  iear  not  death— ^beqaose  it  is  hot  %h$^ 
separation  of  the  soul,  frona  the  body }  and 
that  is  but  the  shadow:  of  the  bodjr  of  de^h-: 
Bomans  vii.  24.  Whereas  the  separation  of 
the  iloul  from  God  by  sin»  and  of  soul  and 
body  for  sin>  is  death  indeed :  Isa.  lix*  2» 

**  1  fear  no^  death^^because  it  19  sm  eqemy 
that  ha»  been  often  vanquished ;  and  because 
I  am  armed  for  it  >  and  the  weapons  of  my 
warfare  are  mighty  through  God^  and  I  am 
assured  of  victory^ 

"  I  do  not  fear  death  for  the  pain  of  it  ^ 
for  I  am  persuaded  I  have  endured  as   great: 

paip  in  lifb,  as  I  shall  find  in  death  ;  and  death 
will  cure  me  of  all  sorts  of  pain.     .  Besides, 
Christ  died  a  terrible  death,   to.  the  end  any 
kind  of  death  might  be  blessed  to  noe. .  And^ 
that  Qod  who  has  greatly  loved  me  in  life, 
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will  not  neglect  me  in  deaths  but  will,  by  his 
Spirit,  succour  and  i^rengtben  me  all  the  time 
of  the  combat/*  ', 

4  '  •  » 

0 

For  her  comfort  in  her  last  hours,  she  put 
into  the  following  form  some  memoirs  of  the 
principal  mercies  and  blessings  she  had  re- 
ceived from  God, 

*•  How  shall  I  praise  God  for  my  conversion  ? 
for  his  Word,  both  in  respect  of  my  affection^ 
to  it,  and  the  wonderful  comforts  I  have  had 
from  it?  for  hearing  my  prayers?  for  godly 
fiorrow  ?  for  fellowship  with  the  godly  ?  for  joy 
iq  the  Holy  Spirit?  far  the  desire  of  death? 
for  contempt  of  the  world?  for  private  helps 
and  comforts?  for  giving  me  some  strength 
against  my  sins  ?  for  preserving  me  from  grow 
evils,  both  before  and  after  my  calling  ?'^ 

In  her  last  sickness,  which  was  of  long  con^. 
tiuuance,  she  was  deeply  sensible  of  the  dangers 
and  miseries  that  attend  our  progress  through 
life;  and  often  implored  God  to  remove  her 
into  a  better  world,   saying,   in  the  words  of 
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Pavid ;  <<  Make  haste  to  help  me,  O  Lord, 
my  salvation !  Be  pleased,  O  Lord,  to  deli?eF 
me !  O  Ix>rd,  make  haste  to  help  me !"  ■ 
And  she  was  relieved  in  the  tenderest  manner : 
for  her  spirit  departed  itojn  t\ie  body,  when  it 
w?is  thought  she  had  onl^  fallen  asl^eepw 
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Sir  Isaac  N£WT0N,   a  most  celebrated 

Englisfaf  philosopher  and  mathematician^    and 

•  ' 

one  of  the  greatest  geniuses  that  ever  i^ppeare4 
in  the  world,  was  deccnded  from  an  ancien^ 
family  in  Lincolnshire^  where  he  was  bom  in 
the  year  1643.  His  powers  of  mind  were 
wonderfully  comprdiensive  and  penetrating, 
Fontenelle  says  of  him  5  **  that,  in  learning 
mathematics,  he  did  not  study  Euclid,  who 
seemed  to  him  too  plain  and  simple,  and  uo* 
worthy  of  taking  up  bis  time.  He  understood 
him  almost  before  he  read  him :  a  cast  of  his 
eye  on  the  conteats  of  the  theorems  of  that 
great  mathematician,  seemed  to  be  sufficient 
to  make  him  master  of  them.'*  Several  of  his 
works  m^k  a  profundity  of  thought  and  re- 
flection, that  has  astonished  the  most  learned 
men.  He  was  highly  esteemed  by  th^  univer- 
aity  of  Cainbriclge}  and  was  tvf'ice  chosen  tQ 

R4 


S48  SIR  ISAAC  NEWTON. 

represent  that  place  iu  parliament.  He  was 
also  greatly  favoured  hy  queen  Anne,  and 
by  George  the  first.  The  princess  of  Wales, 
afterwards  <|ueeii-CQnsort  of  ]^nglapd,  who  had 
a  turn  for  philosophicaL  inquiries,  used  fre- 
queqtly  to  propose  questions  tp  hiiq.  This 
princess  had  a  great  regf^rd  for  him ;  and  often 
declaried,  that  she  thought  herself  happy  to 
live  at  the  same  time  as  he  did,  and  to  haye 
the  pleasure  and  advantage  of  his  cpnyersa- 
t^pn. 

This  eminent  philosopher  was  remarkable 
^r  being  of  a  very  'meek  disposition,  and  a 
great  lover  of  pes^ce.  He  \yo\ild  rather  have 
chosen  to  remain  in  obscurity,  than  tp  haye 
the  serenity  of  his  days  disturbed  by  thosie 
storms  and  disputes,  which  genius  and  learn- 
ing often  draw  upon  those  who  are  einineiit 
for  them.  We  find  bim  reflectip^  pn  the  con- 
troversy respecting  his  optic  lectures,  (in  whicl^ 
he  had  beea  aJmost  unavoidably  ei^aged,)  i^ 

•  »  • 

the  following  terms ;  "  I  blamed  my  own  im- 
prudence, for  parting  with  so  real  a  blessing 
^  my  quiet,  tp  run  after  a  shadoinf.*' 
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The  amiable  quality  of  modesty  stands  very 
conspicuous,  in  the  character  of  this  great  man's 
mind  and  manners.  He  never  spoke,  either  of 
himself  or  others,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give 
the  most  maKcious  censui^rs  the  least  occasion 
tven  to  suspect  him  of  vanity*. '  He  was  candicl 
and  affable ;  and  he  did  not  assume  any  aini 
of  superiority  oyer  those  with  whom  he  asso-  • 
ciated.  He  never  thought  either  his  merit, 
or  his  reputation^  sufficient  to  excuse  him 
from  any  of  the  common  offices  of  social 
life.  Though  he  was  firmly  attached  to  the 
church  of  England,  he  was  averse  to  flie  per- 
s^cution  qf  the  non-conformists.  He  judged 
of  men  by  their  conduct :  and  the  true  schis- 
matics,  in  his  opinion,  were  the   vicious  and 

tl^e  wicked.  This  liberality  of  sentiment  dicl 
not  spring  from  the  want  of  religion;  for  he 
wa^s  thoroughly  persuaded  pf  the  truth  of  Re-; 
velation  \  and  amidst  the  great  variety  of  bQol^s« 
which  he  had  constantly  before  him,  that 
which  he  loved  the  best,  and  studied  with 
the  greatest  application,  was  the  Bible.  Ho 
was,  indeed,  a  truly  pious  man:  and  his  dis- 
(joveries  concerning  the  frame  and  system  q( 
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the  untyerse»  were  applied  by  him  to  demon- 
starate  the  being  of  a  God,  and,  to  illustrate 
his  power  and  wisdom.  He  also  wrote  an 
excellent  discourse,  to  prove  thftt.the  remark- 
able prophecy  of  Daniers  weeks,  was  an  ex^ 
press  prediction  of  the  coming  of  the  Messiah, 
and  that  it  was  ful611ed  in  Jesus  Christ. 

The  testimony  of  the  pious  and  learned 
Pr.  I>oddridge  to  the  most  interesting  part  of 
tiiis  great  man*s  character,  cannot  be  omitted  on 
the  present  occasion,  ^'  According  to  the  best 
information,"  says  he,  '<  whether  public  or 
private,  I  could  ever  obtain,  his  firm  faith  in 
the  Divine  Reyelation,  discovered  itself  in  the 

« 

most  genuine  fruits  of  substantial  virtue  and 
piety ;  s^nd  consequently  givei;^  us  the  justest 
reason  to  conclude,  that  he  is  now  rejoicing 
in.  the  happy  effects  of  it,  in^nitely  more  than 
in  all  the  i^pplause  which  his  philosophical 
works  have  procured  hi^ij^  though  they  have 
commanded  ^  fame  lastiiig  as  the  wor^d/' 

The  disorder  of  which  he  died,  was  supposed 
to  be  the  stone  in  the  bladder ;  which  was,  at 
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tioaes,  atteiifled.  yi^ith  pf^ro:3(y$itt0  adi  kevere^  ^at 
tQ  occa6^)fx.Ii^^ge:drop9  of  sj^^rat  to  mpi  40i%q 

wai^  i^ver  heftr4,tQ  i^ter.  thelea^lt 
i^qr  to  expresji  the  left&t  inipMiqjice,  i 


I  > 


•  • ' 
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He.4i^  \x\  tUp  eighty  4ifth  yea;^:of  )m3  i|ge# 
In  his  principles^  aad  conduct  tbropgli  lif^^  he 
\lz&  left  a  i^trong  and  comfortabje  evidences  thai 
the  highest  intellectual  powers  harmonize  with 
religion  and  virti^e;  and  that  there  is  nothing 
in  Christianity  but  wbs^t  will  abide  the  scru- 
tiny of  the  sonndest  and  inpst  ^i^larged  t^nder^ 
standing. 

Ho^w  gr^at  i^nd  satisfactory  a  confirmation 
is  it  to  the  sincere^  humble  Christian,  and  what 
an  insum^ounttable  barrier  does  it  present  to  the 
Infidel,  to  perceive,  in  the  list  of  Christian 
believers,  the  e^^alted  and  venerable  names 
of  Baconj  Boyle,  Locke,  Newton,  Addison„ 
Lyttelton,  and  Jones !  men  who  must}  be  ac- 
knowledged to  b^  ornaments  of  human  nature,j^ 
when  we  copsider  the  wide  compass  of  their  abir 
iitie^^  the  great  extent  of  their  learning  and  know- 


iss 
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ledge/ atid  the  (Mety,  integrity,  and  beneficencej 
of  their  lives.  These  eminent  characters  firmly 
adhered  to  the  belief  of  Christianity,  after  the 
most  diligent  and  exact  researches  into  the  life 
of  its  Fonnder,  the  authenticity  of  its  records, 

the  completion  of  its  prophecies,  the  sublimity 

•  •    •  ■  . 

<tf  its  doctrines,  the  purity  of  its  preceptSj^  a^d 
t|i$  argumehts  of  its  adrersariet, 


y 


(  ^^  ) 


SKCTION  IV. 


BISHOP  BURNET. 


CiLBERt  fil/RNET,  bishop  of  Salisbury,  was 
born  at  Edinburgh,  in  the  year  l6i3.  Me 
was  carefully  educated  by  his  fathers  and 
having  a  strong  constitution  atid  ft  prodigious 

memory,  he  applied  himself  closely  to  study, 

.  '  •      ■  •  ' 

and  acquired  a  great  portion  of  learning  and 
knowledge,  which  he  seemed  to  have. ready 
for  all  occasions.  He  travelled  through  France, 
Italy,  and  Holland;  where  he  formed  con^ 
nexions  with  many  of  the  greatest  peraons  of 
his .  time,  by  whom  he  was  much  respected 
for  his  talepts  and  virtues.  At  Amsterdam, 
he  became  acquainted  with  the  leading  men. 
of  the  different  persuasions  tolerated  in  the, 
United  States ;  Calvinists,  Arminians,  Lutherans,. 
Anabaptists,  Brownists,  Papists,  and  Unitarians; 
amongst  each  of  which,  he  used  frequently  to 
declare  he  met  with  men  of  such  unfeigned, 
piety    and    virtue,    that  he   became    strongly. 
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fixed  in  a  principle  of  universal  charity,  and 
an  invincible  abhorrence  of  all  severities  on 
account  of  religiotts  opinions. 

ft 

He  was  instrumental  in  promoting  the  Re-** 
Tolution ;  and  lived  in  great  favour  with  William 
and  M&ry»  and  queen  Anne.  He  distinguished 
himsdf  in  the  house  of  lords>  by  declaring 
lor  moderate  measures,  with  regard  to  the 
clergy  who  scrupled  to  take  the  oaths;  and 
lor  a  toleration  of  the  protestant  dissenters* 
He  composed  many  works,  which  evince  his 
desire  to  promote  the  cause  of  piety  and  virtue. 
^  The  History  of  his  own  Time/'  and  "  The 
History  of  the  Reformation,*'  have  been  much 
read;  and  for  the  latter,  he  received  the 
thanks  of  botit  houses  of  parliament.  *  His 
account  of  lord  Rochester,  rst  an  elegant  and 

i      ... 

interesting  performimce ;  and  a  striking  dis- 
play of  the  truth  and  excellence  of  the  Christian 
religion. ' 

The  last  five  or  six  years  of  his  life,  he 
became  more  abstracted  from  the  world;  and 
he  seems  to  have  derived  great  advantage  from 
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the  reflections  which  this  leisure  produced^ 
The  following  sentiments,  solemnly  expressed 
by  him  towards  the  conclusion  of  his  dayUf 
are  so  illustrative  of  the  nature  and  power  of 
true  religion,  and  of  its  influence  tipon  bis 
own  mind^  that  fhey  claim  a  place  in  these 
memorials. 

■■„  .#./^  I  sbal}.  ea»clode . ynth  reconuBending 
to  all  sorts^ofmen,  ift  the  mos^  solemn  99A 
serious  mannier>  the  study  and  practice  of  jkUp' 
gion,  as  that  which  is  the :  most  in^portant  of 
all  things,  and  which  is  hoih  the  UghA  of  the 
world,  and  the  salt  of  tlie  earth. 

•       •  • .  I  ,  • 

"Nothing  so  opens  our  faculties,  and  com- 
poses and  directs  the  whole  man,  as  an  inward 
sense  of  God ;  of  his  authority  o?er  us ;  of  the 
laws  he  has  set  us;  of  his  eye  ever  upon  us; 
of  his  hearing  our  prayers ;  assisting  our  endea* 
vours;  watching  over  our  concerns;  of  his 
being  to  judge,  and  reward  or  punish  us  in 
another  state,  according  to  what  we  have  done 
in  this.  Nothing  will  give  us  such  a  detesta* 
tion  of  sin»  and  such  a  sense  of  the  goodness 
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of  Gi)d>  and  of  Our  obligations  to  bdiiiess,  » 
»  right  understanding  and  firm  belief  of  the 
Chrifitiaii  Religion «  *        . 

^  By  living  acoonling  t^  the  rate»  of  retigioti^ 
»  man  becomes  the  wisest]^  the  best^  and  the 
bappiest  .creature  that  he  is  capable  dfbeiog. 
Honest  industry^  the  employing  of  time  well» 
ft  constant  sobriety >  an  undefiled  purity  wA 
d^tttfty^  tdtb  Cdlitimied  serenity,  ar^  the  best 
presenratives  too  of  life  and  hetttth :  so  that 
take  a  maa  as  an  individuali  religion  is  hid 
guard,  his  perlecti<ni^  his  beauty^  and  hts  glory. 
This  will  make  him  a  light  ki  the  world, 
shining  brightly,  and  enlightening  many  roiind 
aboiit  biiB. 

^'  Thus,  religion^  if  truly  receired'  and  sin- 
cerely adhered  to^  would  prore  th^  greatest 
of  aU  blessings  to  a  nation*  But,  by  religion, 
I  understand  something  more  than  receiving 
particular  doctrinf^,  thouglx  ever  so  true,  or 
professing  them,  and  engaging  to  support  them, 
even  with  zeal  and  eagerness.  What  signify 
the  best  doctrines,  if  men  do  not  live .  suitably 
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to  them;  if  they  have  not  a  dae  influence 
upon  their  thoughts  and  their  lives  ?  Men 
of  bad  liv^,  with  sound  opinions^  are  self-* 
condemned,  and  lie  under  a  highly  aggravated 
guilt* 

-  ^^  By  religion^  t  do  nbt  mean  an  outward 
compliance  with  forms  and^  customs,  in  going 
to  church,  to  prayers,  to  sefrmons,  and  to  sacra- 
ments^^  with  an  external  show"  of  devotion ;  or, 
which  is  morCi  with  some  inward  forced  good 
thoughts,  in  which  many  satisfy  themselves, 
while  these  have  no  visible  effect  on  their 
lives,  nor  any  inward  force  '  to  control  and 
rectify  their  appetites,  passions,  and  secret  de- 
signs. These  customary  performances,  how 
good  and  useful  soever  when  understood  and 
rightly  directed,  are  of  little  value  when  men 
rest  on  them ;  and  think,  because  they  do  them, 
they  have  •  acquitted  themselves  of  their  duty, 
though  they  still  continue  proud,  covetous,  full 
of  deceit,  envy,  and  malice.  EVen  secret  pray^ 
ers^  the  most  effectual  means,  are  designed  fot 
a  higher  end;  which  i^j  to  possess  our  minds 
with  such   a   constant   and    present    sense  of 
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divine  truths^  as  may  make  these  live  in'  vts^ 
and  govern  ils^  and  draw  down  such  assistances^ 
as  to  exalt  and  sanctify  our  natures. 

^  So  that,  by  religion,  I  mean!  such  a  sense^ 
of  divine  truth  as  enters  into  a  man,  and  be- 
comes^ the  spring  of  a  new  nature  within  him ; 
reforming  hi»  thouglits  and  designs  ^<  purifying 
his  hearty  sMi^tifying  and  governing  his  whole 
deportment,  his  words  as  well  as  his  actions  ^ 
convincing  him  that  i«  is^  not  enough  not  to 
be  Scandalously  vicious,  or*  to  be  innocent  kt 
his  conversation,  but  that  he  must  be  entirely^ 
nniformly,>  and  constantly,  pure  and  virtuousy 
animated  with  zeal  to  be  still  better  and  better,i 
more  eminently  good  and  exemplary. 

"  This  is  trute  retigiori,  which  is  the  perfec-f 
lion  of  human  nature',  and  the  joy  and  delight 
of  every  one  that.«leels  it  active  a«id  strong 
within  him.  It  is  true,  this  is  not  aprived  al 
all  at  once,  and  it  will  have  an  unhappy  alloy, 
hanging  long  even  about  a  good  man;  but,  as 
Ihose  ill  mixtures  are  the  perpetual  grief  of 
bis  soul,  so  that  it  is  his  chief  care  to  watch 
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over  and  to  mortify  them,  he  will  he  in  a  oon- 
tinual  progress,  still  gaining  ground  upon  him* 
self;  and  as  he  attains  to  a  degree  of  purity, 
he  wilt  find  a  noble  flame  of  ^life  and.  joy  grow- 
ing up  in  him.  Of  this  I  write  with  a  greater 
concern  and  emotion,  because  I  have  felt  it 
to  be  the  true,  and,  indeed,  the  only  joy  which 
runs  through  a  man's  heart  and  life.  It  is  this 
which  has  been,  for  many  years,  my  greatest 
support.  J  rejoice  daily  in  it.  I  feel  from  it 
the  earnest  of  that  supreme  joy  which  I  want 
and  long  for ;  and  I  am  sure  there  is  nothing 
else  which  can  afford  any  true  and  complete 
happiness.'* 
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LORD  EOCHESTEH^ 

John  Wilmot,  aflerwards  carl  of  Eochcstav 
was  bora  in  1647>  at  Ditchky  in  Oxfordshire. 
After  his  education  was  completed,  he  travelled 
into  France  and  Italy;  aiid>  at  bis  iretorn,  de- 
Yoted  bimsdf  to  the  court,  and  was^  in  great 
favour  with  Charles  the  second.  He  had  very 
early  an  inclmation  to  intemperance,  which  he 
seemed  to  bare  totally  subdued  in  his  trarels: 
but  afterwards  falling  into  dissolute  and  vicious 
eompsmy^  he  gave  way  to  his  former  propen- 
sity; and  became  corrupt  in  his  principles, 
and  depraved  in  his  manners.  He  lost  all 
sense  of  religious  restraint;  and,  finding  it 
not  convenient  to  admit  the  authority  of  laws 
which  he  was  resolved  not  to  obey,  sheltered 
bis  wickedness  behind  infidelity. 

As  he  excelled  in  that  noisy  and  licentious 
menriment  which  wine  excites>  his  companions 
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eagerly  encouraged  him  in  excess^  and  he 
willingly  indulged  it  -,  tUl,  as :  he  confesaled  to 
Dr.  Burnet^  he  was  for  five  years  together  so 
much  inflamed  by  frequent  ebriety^  m  in  na 
interval  to  be  mastw  of  faimsdf« 

Thns,  in  a  course  of  drunken  gaiety,  and 
gross  sensuality,  with  seasons  of  study  per- 
haps yet  more  criminal,  with  an  avowed  con- 
tempt of  all  decency  and  order,  a  total  disregard 
of  every  moral,  and  a  resolute  denial  of  every 
religious  obligation,  he  lived  worthless  and  use-^ 
less,  and  blaaed  out  his  youth  and  hts  health 
in  lavish  voluptuousness;  till,  at  the  age  of 
one  and  thirty,  he  had  nearly  exhausted  the 
fund  <^  life,  and  had  reduced  himself  to  a 
«tate  of  weakness  and  decay. 

At  this  time  he  was  led  to  an  acquaintance 
With  Dr.  Bujoet,  to  whom  he  laid  open  with 
great  freedom  the  tenour  of  his  opinions,  and 
the  course  of  his  lifej  and  from  whom  he  re- 
ceived such  conviction  of  the  reasonableness 
of  moral  duty,  and  the  truth  of  Christianity; 
as^  by  the  Divine  blessings  produced  a  total 
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change  both  of  his  mannersf  and  epi^ions.  Some 
philosophers  of  the  present  age;  will  probably 
suppose,  that  his  contrition  an|d  convictiou 
were  piureljr  the  effiscts  of  weakness  ?ind  lovr 
spirits,  which  scarcely  suffer  a  man  to  con- 
tinue in  his  senses^  and  certainly  not  to  be 
Qiagter  of  himself :  hut  Dr.  Burnet  affirms, 
ths^t  he  was  *t  uuder,  no.  such  deicay  as  either, 
darlcened  or.  weakened  his  un^derstaiiding ;  nor 
fras  he  troubled  with  the  spleen,  or  vapours,  or 
under  thfe  poiwer  of  melancholy. '>'  In  proof 
of  this  assertion,  the  foUowing  letter  is  pro- 
duced;  i|i  which  nothing  is  omitted  but  some 
personal  conipliments  to  the  doctor. 


€€ 


Woodstock' Park,  Oxfordshire. 

^  .     •.    '        ,••,'■••' 

**  My  most  honoured  Dr.  Burnet, 

My  spirits  and  body  decay  equally  to« 
gether:  but  weak  as  I  am  in  person,  I  shaH 
\irrite  you  a  letter.T-rlf  God  be  y^t  pleased 
to  spare  me  lopger  in  this  world,  I  hope,  by 
your  conversation,  to  be  exalted  to  such  a 
d,egree  of  piely,  that  ^he  world  may  see  how 

m.ch,  I  .>hor  wh^  I  »  W  lored.  ...i  bpw 


UOKD  ROCHESTER*  26S 

much  I  glory  in  repentance,    and-  in  God's 
service.    Seatow  your  prayers  upon  ine,  that 
<drod  would  spare  me,  if  it  be  4iis  good  wiH, 
to  show  a  true   repentance   and   amendment 
of  life  for  the  time  to  corner   or  else,  if  the 
Lord  please  soon  to  put  an  end  to  my  worldly 
bein^  that  he  wQuld  mercifully  accept  of  my 
jdea^hrbed  repentance;  >and  perform  4hat  pro- 
mise he  has  been  pleased  to  make,  that  at 
49^hat    time  soever  a  sinner   dolh   repent,   he 
,wi>^ld  t^ceive  him.     Put   up   these    prayers, 
most  dear  doctor,  to  Almighty  God,  for  your 
onost  obedient,  languishing  servant^ 

June  S85,  168.0.  H.QCHESTER/' 

Soon  lifter  the  Feeeipt  of  this  letter.  Dr. 
:9urnet  visited  him.  Lord  Rochester  expressed 
ito  him,  in  stropg  terms,  the  sense  ^le  had  of 
his  past  life ;  his  sad  apprehension  4or  having 
so  offended  his  Mal^r  and  dishonoured  his 
Jiedeemer;  the  hoiTors  he  had  gone  through; 
jthe  sincerity  of  his  repentance;  and  the  earnest- 
ness with  which  his  mind  was  turned  to  call 
x>n  Qod,  and  on  his  prucified  Saviour,  to  have 
jmercy  upon  him. 

S4 
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Discoursing  one  day  of  the  ipaimep  of  l^i^ 
life  from  his  yQutb^^  an4  t)iUer}y  upbraidin|i  • 
himself  for  his  nianifqld  trai^gr^ssiqiis,  he  e:^ 
plaiiqed,.  ^'  Q  b^esfsed  G^d !  rcaii  oaoh  a.  horrid 
preature  as  I  am^  who  have  deaied  thy  bding^ 
fuid  contemqed  thy   ppwer^^  ,he  accepted  by 

4 

^hee  ?-i— Can  there  he  mbrcy  and  pardon  iot 
pie !  •  Will  Gpd  own  s^ph  a  wretch  as  I  am  ?*'— 
About  t\ke,  iiiiddle  of  his  sickness,  he  said : 
f*  Shall  the  unspeakahle  joys  of  heaven  he 
oon^r^ed  pn  npe?  0  mighty  Ssiviour!  never^^ 
but  throvigh  thy  infii|ite  love  and  satisfae- 
^ion  1  O  ne,ver>  but  by  the  ^urchsis^  of  tbj^ 
Wood  r 

/  From  the  first  of  Im  yielding  assent  to  the 
truthn  of  the  Christian  religion,  his  faith  seemed 
^incerp  a^d  fervent-  .  He  highly  reprobated 
\^  that  fool^h  and  absurd  philosophy,  propar 
gated  ^y  the  ^te,  Hobbes,  and  othen;,  which 
the  world  so  much  adn\ired,  ^nd  whi^h  had 
undone  hiw,  and  many  persons  pf  the  best 
parts  in  the  nation/'  JHHs  hope  of  salvation 
rested  solely  on  the  free  grace  of  God,  thrdugh 
J^sus  Christ.     He  ofteri  nrayed  that  his  faitl^ 
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might  be  stfengtfaened,.  ainl  cried  out:  ^*  Lovd^ 
I  belieFe^  help  thoa  mine  unbelief/' 

He  expressed  great  esceem  for  the  Hoi/ 
jSk^riptures  s  IMid  resolved  that  if  God' should 
spare  biin»  be  would  frequently  read  them,  and 
ineditate  upon  them :  **  for,  having  spoken  to 
bis  be^rtjT  he  acknowledged  that  all  the  seemi^ 
ing  absurdities  aqd  contradictions,  which  men 
of  corrupt  and  reprobate  judgment  suptxised 
to  be  in  them,  were  vanished;  and' now  that 
be  loved  and  received  th^  truth,  their  l)eauty 
iiud  c^^ceUence  appeared." 

He  frequently  implored  God's  Holy  Spirit^ 
to  comfort  and  support  him,  to  preserve  hind 
front  wicked  thoughts  and  suggestions,  and 
from  every  thing  prejudicial  to  that  religious 
temper  of  n^ind  with  which  he  was  now  sa 
happily  endued.  One  night  having  been  much 
disturbed  by  evil  imaginations,  **  I  thank  God," 
said  he,  "  I  abhor  theni  all.  By  the  power 
of  his  grace,  which  I  am  sure  is  sulficient 
for  mcj  I  have  overcome  them,'  It  is  the 
^^lice    of  the   deyil,   because  V  au^  rescued 
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^om  him^  that  thus  troubles  me;  but  the 
goodness  of  God  frees  me  f)x>m  all  my  9pi* 
iritual  eaeipies/' 

He  often  qalled  for  his  ^hildren^  ao4  spoke 
to  thepi  with  a  warmth  of  feelipg  th^t  caa 
iscarcdy  be  described.  <*  See^*'  said  \ie  to 
Pr.  Buroet^  ^^  hovir  good  Qod  has  b^n  tq 
me^  in  giving  me  so  many  blessings  i  and 
yet  I  hi^ve  beea  a  in^t  ungracioqs  and  nn? 
thankful  cr^tureT^  He  e^prescjed  mpch  con- 
perp  ibr  tt^^  pious  edpcatioQ  of  his  ^l^ildren; 
nud  '^  wished  his  son  might  pever  be  a  wit^ 
one  of  those  wretched  creatures^*'  as  he  ex« 
plained  it^  *'  who  pride  themi^v^s  in  defiying 
$he  being  or  the  providencis  pf  Gqd^  and  19 
ridiculimg  religion;  hut  that  hp  might  become 
sm  honest  and  a  pious  maii^  by  which  meaqs 
pnly  he  could  be  the  support  and  blessing  qf 
his  family.** 

He  gave  a  strict  charge  to  the  persons  in 
whose  custody  his  papers  were,  to  buiii  all 
his  obscene  and  filthy  pictures^  which  werp 
so  notoriously  scandalous;  a^nd  all  his  profane 
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^fid  lewd  writings,  by  which  he  had  so  highly 
offended,  and  shamed,  and  blasphemed,  that 
holy  religion  into  which  he  had  been  bap^ 
tized. 


He  was  iteady  to  make  restitution,  to  the 
iitmost  of  his  power,  to  all  persons  whom  he 
had  injured;  and  heartily  forgi^v^  all  the 
wrongs  which  he  had  sustained,  hoping  that 
he  should  meet  with  the  like  free  forgiveness 
from  God. 

He  expressed  a  tender  concern  for  his 
servants,  and  those  who  attended  him;  and 
earnestly  exhorted  them  to  We  and  fear  God. 
To  a  gentleman  of  some  character,  who  came 
to  see  him  on  his  death-bed,  he  said:  ^^O  re- 
member  that  you  contemn  God  no  more.  He 
is  an  avepging  God,  and  will  visit  you  for 
your  sin$;  and  will,  I  hope,  in  mercy,  touch 
your  conscience,  sooner  or  later,  as  he  has 
done  mine.  Yoii  and  I  have  been  friends  and 
sinners  together  a  great  while,  and  therefore 
]|  am  the  "(lore  free  with  you.    We  have  been 
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aB  nwrtakea  in  our  conceits  and  opinions ;  our 
persoasions  have  been  take  and  groundless; 
tlierelbre  God  grant  you  repentance.!'  And 
seeing  the  same  gentleman  the  next  day^  he 
nid :  "  Ferhaps  you  were  disobliged  by  my  ' 
plainness  with  you  yesterday*  I  spoke  the 
words  of  truth  and  soberness : "  and  stri- 
kii^  bi»  hand  upon  hk  br^^t^  he  added^  ''I 
bofe  God  will  touch  your  heart/' 

He  was  very  desirous  to  testify  to  the  world 
Ins  repoitance  for  bis  past  misconduct;  and 
to  make  every  reparatipn  in  his  power  for  the 
mischiefs^  whicb>  by  his  example  and  writings, 
be  had*  occasioned.  He  sent  messages,  which 
wen  became  a  dying  penitent,  to  some  of  his 
fefiw  friends.  He  strictly  enjoined  the  pious 
perscMis^  who  attended  him  during  his  last  aick^ 
ness,  to  publish  any  thing  concerning  him  that 
might  he  a  means  to  reclaim  others;  praying 
to  God,  that^  as  his  life  had  done  much  hurt, 
so  bis  death  might  do  some  good.  He  caused 
the  following  solemn  declaration  to  be  drawn 
up»  which  he  signed  witli  his  own  hand." 
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^^  For  the  benefit  of  all  those  whom  f  maj 
have  drawn  into  siOj  by  my  example  and  en* 
couragement,  I  leave  to  the  world  this  my  last 
declaration^  which  I  deliver  in  the  presence 
of  the  GREAT  GOD,  who  knows  the  secrets  of 
all  hearts^  and  before  whom  I  am  preparing 
to  be  judged  ;*  that,  from  the  bottom  c^  my 
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soul,  I  detest  and  abhor  the  whole  course  of 
ray  fbrmer  wicked  life ;  that  I  think .  I  /om 
never  sufficiently  admire  the  goodness  of  Go^ 
who  has  given  me  a  true  sense  of  aay  per- 
nicious opinions,  and  v^e  practices  ^  by  whidi 
I  have  hitherto  lived,  without  hope,  and  with*- 
out  God  in  the  world;  have  been  an  open 
enemy  to  Je^us  Christ,  d<Hng  the  utmost  despite 
to  the  holy  Spirit  of  Grace;  and  that  the 
greatest  testimony  of  ray  charity  to  such  is^ 
to  warn  them  in  the  name  of  God,  and  as 
they  regard  the  wdfare  of  their  immortal  souls^ 
DO  more  to  deny  his  being  or  his  providence^ 
or  despise  his  goodness ;  no  more  to  make 
a  mock  of  sin,  or  contemn  the  pure  and  ex^ 
cellent  religion  of  my  ever-blessed  Redeemer, 
through    whose    merits  alone,  I,    one  of  the 
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greatest  of  siiuieni»  do  yet  hope  fyr  mercy  and 
forgiTeness,    Ameoi 

J.  Rochester." 

^^  Deelar^  and  sigtted  in  the  presence  of  . 

Ann  RocHESTEft. 
Robert  Parsons." 


His  sufferings  wfer^,  at  times,  very  great  j  tut 
he  did  not  repine  under  them.  In  one  of  his 
sharpest  fits  of  pain,  looking  up  to  hekven,  he 
said :  **  God*s  holy  will  be  done.  I  bless  him 
for  all  he  does  to  me/* 

He  expressed  his  willingness  to  live,  or  t,Qi 
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die,  as  it  should  please  Divine  Providencev 
**  If,"  said  he,  ^*  God  should  spare  me  yet  a 
little  longer  time  here,  I  hope  to  bring  glory 
to  his  name,  proportionable  to  the  dishonour 
I  have  done  him,  in  my  whole  life  past :  and 
particularly,  by  endeavours  to  convince  others 
of  the  danger  of  their  condition,  if  they  con- 
tinue  impenitent;  and  by  telling  them  how 
graciously  God  has  dealt  with  me." 


l^ 
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Near  the  close  of  life,  he  was  often  heard  ta 
^ray  ferveatljr^  He  rejoiced  in  the  comfortable 
persuasion  of  acceptance  with  God.  A  fevir 
days  before  bis  decease^  he  said :  ^'  I  shall 
now  die.«  But  O^  what  iinspeakable  glories?  do 
I  see !  What  joys^  beyond  thought  or  ex^ 
pression,  am  I  seinsible  of  I  I  am  assured  of 
God's  mercy  to  me,  through  Jesus  Christ. 
O!  how  I  long  to  dicf,  and  to  be  with  ray 
Saviour  !'* 

Thus  died,  in  the  thirty  third  year  of  hi^ 
agey  the  celebrated  earl  of  Rochester;  a  mono- 
rable  instance  of  the  goodness  and  mercy  of 
God,  and  of  the  power  of  his  grace^  to  purify 
and  redeem  the  most  corrupt  and  obdiurate 
offender.  From  this  case,  and  from  many 
other  instances,  the  truly  penitent  sinner, 
though  his  sins  hare  been  as  scarlet  or  as 
crimson,  may  derive  hope  that  God  v^ll^  even 
in  his  greatest  extremity,  hear  his  prayers,  and 
accept  his  repentance  :  but  none  should  pre^ 
sume  on  the  Divine  Mercy,  by  deferring  their 
amendment  till  they  are  brought  to  the  bed 
of  sickness  and  death.     They  may  suddenly 
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be  taketi  away;  they  may  not  have  their  ntidet. 
itanding  in  the  time  of  illness ;  they  may.  be. 
deceived  with  false  hopes  of  recovery  $  their 
pains  of  body  may  not  admit  of  that  state  of 
mind  which  is  proper  for  the  gresit  i;^ork  of 
lepentance;  or>  they  may  have  become  sd 
iMirdened  by  the  habits  of  sin»  that  *th^  may 
die,  as  many  have  died,  without  a  prbper  sensef 
of  their  condition.  May  the  goodness  ami 
forbearance  of  God  lead  to'  repentance  and 
amendment  of  life,  in  the  time  of  health  !  We 
^all  then,  at  the  approach  of  death,  have 
BO  gnilty  tumults  of  mind ;  no  dismal  fore^ 
bodings  of  the  future*  We  shall  bear  <mr 
affliction  with  patience  and  resignation;  and^ 
with  joyful  hope,  commit  our  spirits  into  the 
bands  of  a  faithftil  and  merciful  Creator* 

For  a  further  account  of  lord  Rochester,  we 
refer  the  reader  to  a  small  volume  published  by 
Dr.  Burnet,  entitled,  **  Some  passages  of  the  Life 
and  Death  of  John,  earl  of  Rochester;'^  '^  a 
book/^  which,  as  Dr.  Johnson  says,  **  the  critic 
ought  to  read  for  its  elegance,  the  philosopher 
for  its  arguments,  and  the  saint  for  its  piety/' 
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CHAPTER  VIL 


QUEEN  MART— HEBMAN  BOERHAAVE'— ^JOSEPH  ADDISON— —ANN 
BAYNARD— ELIZABETH  RQWE— ^DOCTOR  WATTB. 


SECTION  I. 


QUEEN  MARY. 


JVIary,  queen  of  Great  Britain,  and  consort 
of  king  William  the  third,  was  the  daughter 
of  James  the  second,  and  was  bom  in  the  year 
1661.  She  appeared  to  be  happily  disposed 
from  very  early  life,  being  good  and  gentle 
before  she  was  capable  of  knowing  that  it  was 
her  duty  to  be  so.  This  temper  continued 
with  her  through  the  whole  progress  of  lier 
childhood.  She  might  need  instruction,  but 
she  wanted  no  persuasion.     And  it  is  said,  that 
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she  never  once^  in  the  whole  course  of  her 
education,  gave  occasion  for  reproof.  Besides 
a  most  amiable  sweetness  of  temper,  she  pos- 
sessed great  understanding,  and  a  mind  cul- 
tivated with  useful  learning  and  knowledge.  . 

She.  was  married  in  the  sixteenth  year  of 
her  age,  to  the  prince  of  Orange,  and  went 
to  reside  in  Holland;  where  she  conducted 
herself  with  so  much  wisdom  and  goodness^ 
as  to  gain  universal  esteem  and  affection.  But 
that  which  was,  beyond  all  comparison,  her 
greatest  ornament  and  possession,  was  a  truly 
devout  and  religious  temper,  which  made  her 
look  with  indifference  on  the  honours  and 
splendour  with  which  she  was  surrounded ;  and 
seek  for  her  highest  enjoyment,  in  doing  good, 
in  peace  of  mind,  and  in  the  hope  of  a  better 
Ufe. 

In  proof  of  her  uncommon  merit,  we  shall 
here  insert  a  short  declaration  concerning  her, 
made  by  her  husband,  king  William,  whom 
she  tenderly  loved,  and   who  best  knew  her 
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excellence^  and  his  own  great  loss  in  being 
deprived  of  her*  To.  doctor  Tenison,  who 
endeavoured  to  comfort  him  after  her  death, 
he  observed ;  "  I  cannot  but  grieve,  since  I 
have  lost  a  wife,  who,  in  seventeen  years,  never 
was  guilty  of  an  indiscretion.  During  the 
whole  course  of  our  marriage,  I  never  per- 
ceived the  least  fault  in  her.  She  possess^ 
a  worth  that  nobody  thoroughly  knew  but 
myself/' 

In  the  character  of  lady  Russel,  we  have 
seen  the  power  and  operation  of  religion  on 
the  mind,  under  some  of  the  darkest  clouds  of. 
ai&iction  and  distress :  in  the  present  instance 
oi  queen  Mary,  the  virtue  and  preserving  na- 
ture of  the  same  Divine  principle,  is  evidenced 
amidst  the  magnificence  of  a  court,  and  the 
sunshine  of  worldly  prosperity.  It  is,  indeed, 
a  principle  of  universal  agency;  adapted  to 
all  ranks  of  men,  and  to  every,  allotment  of 
Providence:  a  sure  preservative  when  things 
are  smiling  around  us,  and  a  sovereign  remedy 
for,  or  support  under,  all  the  calamities  of 
life. 
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This  good  queen  spent  a  great  part  of  her 
time,  in  perusing  the  Holy .  Scriptures,  and 
other  religious  books.  By  a  letter  to  her 
£dither,  written  in  early  life,  in  support  of  the 
protestant  faith,  she  appears  to  have  been 
thoroughly  grounded  and  established  in  the 
principles  of  the  Reformation.  Bishop  Burnet 
says,  that  ^'  although  he  had  a  high  opinion 
of  the  princess's  good  understanding,  before 
he  saw  this  letter,  yet  the  letter  surprised  him, 
and  gave  him  an  astonishing  joy,  to  see  so 
young  a  person,  all  on  a  sudden,  without  con* 
suiting  any  one,  able  to  write  in  so  solid  and 
learned  a  manner.'' 

Her  talents  and  abilities  were  very  con- 
spicuous,  in  all  her  concerns,  and,  partiqu* 
larly,  in  the  important  charge  of  government. 
Doctor  Tillotson,  archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
said,  that  *'  he  was  in  great  admiration  at 
the  proofs  he  knew  the  queen  gave  of 
her  knowledge,  in  the  weighty  affairs  of 
state,  in  the  king's  absence,  when  the  ex- 
ecutive part  of  the  government  was  in  her 
hands." 
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Her  compassion  and  bounty  to  the  poor  and 
afflicted,  and  those  who  stood  in  need  -of  her 
liberality,  were  very  eminent,  and  such  as  cor- 
responded with  her  exalted  station,  and  the 
abundant  sources  of  relief  to  which  she  had 
access.  She  took  care  to  have  a  just  account 
both  of  the  worthiness,  and  the  necessities,  of 
those  who  were  candidates  for  her  liberality  ; 
and,  in  the  conducting  of  her  charity,  showed 
as  much  exactness,  attention,  and  diligence, 
as  if  she  had  no  cares  of  a  higher  nature. 
But  what  crowned  all,  was  her  exact  conform- 
ity to  the  rule  of  the  Gospel  in  her  muni- 
ficence: for  none  knew  to  whom,  or  what, 
she  gave,  but  those  whom  she  was  obliged 
to    employ    in    the .  communication    of    her 

The  piety  erf  this  excellent  person,  as  it  was 
a  noble  support  to  her,  under  some  kinds  of 
trouble,  so  it  gave  the  sharper  edge  to  others. 
The  impieties  and  blasphemies,  the  open  con« 
tempt  of  religion,  and  the  scorn  of  virtue,  which 
she  heard  of  from  many  persons,  and  from 
many  different  iparts  of  the  nation,  gave  her 
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a  secret  horror  i;  and  presented  her  with  so 
gloomy  a  prospect,  as  filled  her  mind  witl^ 
melancholy  reflections.  She  was  very  sensibly 
touched,  when  she  heard  that  some,  who  pre« 
tended  to  much  ^eal  for  the  crown  and  the 
Revolution,  seemed  thence  to  think  they  had 
a  sort  of  right  to  be  indulged  in  their  licen* 
tiousness,  and  irregularities.  She  often  said; 
^*  Caii  a  blessing  be  expected  from  sbch 
hands,  or  on  any  thing  that  must  pass  through 
them?'' 

She  had  a  just  esteem  for  all  persons  whom 
she  thought  truly  religious  and  virtuous;  and 
ito  other  considerations  were  much '  regarded 
by  her,  when  these  excellencies  were  not  to 
be  found.  Next  to  open  impiety,  the  want 
of  life  in  those  who  pretended  to  religion,  and 
the  deadnes$  and  disunion  of  the  protestantsi 
in  general,  very  much  affected  her;  and  she 
often  said,  with  poignant  regret ;  ^<  Can  such 
dry  bones  live  ?  *' 

So  far  was  slie  from  entertaining  a  high 
opinion  of  herself,  that  she  had  a  tender  sense 
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of  any  thing  that  looked  like  a  miscar- 
riage under  her  conduct;  and  was  afraid  lest 
some  mistake  of  hers  might  have  occasioned 
it.  When  difficulties  grew  too  great  to,  be 
surmounted,  and  she  felt  uneasy  under  them, 
she  made  God  her  refuge;  and  often  said, 
'^  that  she  found  herself  tranquil,  after  she  had 
poured  forth  her  soul  in  prayer.'*  Wheii 
melancholy  events  came  from  the  hand  of 
Providence,  she  said,  that  "  though  there 
was  no  occasion  for  complaint  of  anger, 
upon  these  cross  occurrences,  yet  there  was 
just  cause  of  grief,  since  God's  hand  was 
to  be  seen  so  particularly  in  them/' 

In  her  brightest  seasons,  she  did  not 
su£fer  herself  to  be  lulled  into  security, 
nor  did  she  withdraw  her  dependence  upon 
God.  In  the  pleasures  of  life,  she  main- 
tained a  true  indifference  as  to  their  con<« 
tinuance ;  and  seemed  to  think  of  parting 
with  them,  in  so  easy  a  manner,  as  plainly 
showed  how  little  possession  they  had  of  her 
heart. 
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At  one  period  of  her  life>  she  felt  sach  in* 
disposition  of  body,  as  induced  her  to  believe 
that  some  great  sickness  was  approaching : 
but,  on  this  occasion,  she  possessed  great 
quietude  and  resignation ;  and  said,  *<  that 
though  she  did  not  pray  for  death,  yet  she 
could  neither  wish  nor  pray' against  it.  She 
left  that  to'  God,  and  referred  herself  to 
the  disposal  of  Providence.  If  she  did 
not  wish  for  deaths  yet  she  did  not  fear 
it.'* 

As  this  was  the  state  of  her  mind,  when  she 
viewed  that  evept  at  some  distance,  so  she 
maintained  the  same  composure,  on  its  near 
approach.  The  end  of  this  extraordinary  queen 
was,  indeed,  such  as  might  have  been  expected, 
from  the  pure  and  exemplary  life  she  had 
lived.  When  she  was  first  informed  of  the 
danger  to  be  apprehended  from  her  disorder, 
(which  was  the  small-pox,)  she  calmjy  said: 
**  I  have  been  instructed  how  very  hazardous  a 
thing  it  is,  to'  rely  upon  a  death-bed  repent- 
ance ;  I  am  not  now  to  begin  the  great  work 
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of  preparing  for  death;  and,  I  praise  Grod,  I 
am  not  afraid  of  it."  Under  the  weight  of 
her  disorder,  which  was  very  trying  to  nature, 
she  appeared  to  feel  no  inward  depression  or 
discouragement  of  mind.  A  willingness  to 
die,  and  an  entire  resignation  to  the  will  of 
God,  accompanied  her  to  the  closing  scene; 
in  the  near  approach  of  which  she  declared^ 
that  "  she  experienced  the  joys  of  a  good  con- 
science, and  the  power  of  religion  giving  her 
supports,  which  even  the  last  agonies  could 
not  shake.''  Thus  died  this  most  excellent 
princess;  and,  no  douht,  passed  from  an 
earthly  to  a  heavenly  crown,  "  a  crown  of 
glory  that  shall  never  fade  away." 

The  contemplation  of  so  peaceful  and  happy 
conclusions  of  life,  is  sufficient,  at  times,  to 
elevate  the  soul,  and  to  make  all  the  glories 
and  enjoyments  of  this  world  sink  into  no- 
thing. Ah !  these  are  favoured,  precious  mo- 
ments, when  the  Divine  Power  of  Religion 
breaks  in  upon  us,  dissolves  t]|e  enchantment 
of  the  world,  dissipates  the  mist  of  vain  doubts 
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and   speculation,   and   raises    a   fervent  aspi* 
ration,  that  whatever  may  be  our    allotment 
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through  life,    we  may  die  the  death  of  the 
righteous,  and  the  love  of  God  be  our  portion 


for  ever. 
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SECTION  n. 


BOERHAAVE, 


Herman  Boerhaave,  one  of  the  greatest 
physicians,  and  best  of  men,  was  born  in 
Holland,  in  the  year  1668.  This  iUustrious 
person,  whose  name  has  spread  throughout 
the  world,  and  who  left  at  his  death  above 
two  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  was, 
athis'first  setting  out  in  life,  obliged  to  teach 
the  mathematics  to  obtain  a  necessary  sup- 
port. His  abilities,  industry,  and  great  merits 
soon  gained  him  friends,  placed  him  in  easy 
circumstances,  and  enabled  him  to  be  boun* 
tiful  to  others. 

The  knowledge  and  learning  of  this  great 
man,  however  uncommon,  hold,  in  his  cha- 
racter,  but  the  second  places  his  virtue  was 
yet  much  more  uncommon  than  his  literary 
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attainments.  He  was  an  admirable  example 
of  temperance,  fortitude,  humility,  and  devo- 
tion. His  piety,  and  profound  sense  of  his 
dependence  on  God,  were  the  basis  of  ali 
his  virtues^  and  the  principle  of  his  whole 
conduct.  He  was  too  sensible  of  his  weak- 
ness to  ascribe  any  thing  to  himself,  or  to  con- 
ceive that  he  could  subdue  passion,  or  with- 
stand temptation,  by  his  own  natural  power: 
he  attributed  every  good  thought  and  every 
laudable  action  to  the  Father  of  Goodness. 
Being  once  asked  by^  a  friend,  who  had  often 
admired  his  patience  under  great  provocations, 
whether  he  had  ever  been  under  the  influence 
of  anger,  and  by  what  means  he  had  so  en- 
tirely suppressed  that  impetuous  and  ungovern- 
able passion;  he  answered,  with  the  utmost 
frankness  and  sincerity,  that  he  was  naturally 
quick  of  resentment,  but  that  he  had,  by  daily 
prayer  and  meditation,  at  length  attained  to 
this  mastery  over  hinoiself* 

,  As  soon  as  he  rose  in  the  morning,  it  was, 
through  life,  his  daily  practice,  to  retire  for 
an   hour    to  private   prayer  and    mecBtation. 
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This,  he  often  told  his  friends,  gave  him  spirit 
and  vigour  in  the  business  of  the  day;  and 
this  he  therefore  commended  as  the  best  rule 
of  life :  for  nothing,  he  knew,  can  support  the 
soul  in  all  its  distresses,  but  confidence  la 
the  Supreme  Being;  nor  can  a  steady  and 
rational  magnanimity  flow  from  any  other 
source  than  a  consciousness  of  the  Divine 
Favour. 

He  asserted,    on  all  occasions,  the   Divine 
Authority  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,      The  ex- 
cellency of  the  Christian  religion  was  the  fi:^- 
quent   subject  of  his  conversation.      A  strict 
obedience  to  the  doctrine,  and  a  diligent  imi- 
tation of  the  example,  of  our  blessed  Saviour^ 
he  often  declared  to  be  the  foundation  of  true 
tranquillity.     He  was  liberal  to  the  distressed, 
but    without    ostentation.      He  often    obliged 
his  friends  in  such  a  manner,  that  they  knew 
not,  unless  by  accident,  to  whom  they  were 
indebted.      I^e  was  condescending  to  all,  and 
particularly  attentive  in    his    profession.      He 
used  to  say,  that  the  life  of  a  patient,  if  trifled^ 
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with  or  neglected^  would  one  day  be  required 
at  the  hand  of  the  physician.  He  called  the 
poor  his  best  patients:  for  God,  said  he,  is 
their  paymaster.  In  conversation^  he  was 
cheerful  and  Instructive;  and  desirous  of  pro«* 
moting  every  valuable  end  of  social  intercourse. 
He  never  regarded  calumny  and  detraction; 
(for  Boerhaave  himself  had  enemies;)  nor  ever 
thought  it  necessary  to  confute  them.  "  They 
are  sparks,"  said  he,  "which,  if  you  do  not 
blow  them,  will  go  out  of  themselves.  The 
surest  remedy  against  scandals  is,  to  live  it 
down  by  perseverance  in  well  doing ;  and 
by  praying  to  God,  that  he  would  cure  the 
distempered  minds  of  those  who  ti^aduce  and 
Injure  us." 

About  the  middle  of  the    year    1737,   he 

r 

felt  the  first  approaches  of  that  fatal  dis« 
order  which  brought  him  to  the  grave.  Du- 
ring this  af&ictive  and  Hngering  illness,  his  con- 
stancy and  firmness  did  not  forsake  him*  He 
neither  intermitted  the  necessary  cares  of  life^ 
nor  forgot  the  proper  preparations  for  death. 
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He  related  to  a  friend^  with  great  concern; 
that  once  his  patience  so  far  gave  way  to  ex.* 
tremity  of  pain,  that,  after  having  Iain  fifteen 
hours  in  exqaisite  tortures,  he  prayed  to  God 
that  he  might  be  set  free  by  death.  His 
friend,  by  way  of  consolation,  answered,  that 
he  thought  such  wishes,  when  forced  by  con« 
tinned  and  excessive  torments,  unavoidable  in 
the  present  state  of  human  nature;  that  the 
best  men,  even  Job  himself,  were  not  able  to 
refrain  from  such  starts  of  impatience.  This 
he  did  not  deny  j  but  said,  "  He  that  loves  God, 
ought  to  think  nothing  desirable  but  what  is 
most  pleasing  to  the  Supreme  Goodness/* 

Such  were  his  sentiments,  and  his  con- 
duct, in  this  state  of  weakness  and  pain.  As 
death  approached  nearer,  he  was  so  far  from 
terror  or  confusion,  that  he  seemed  even  less 
sensible  of  pain,  and  more  cheerful  under  his 
torments^  He  died,  much  honoured  and  la* 
mented,  in  the  seventieth  year  of  his  age. 

In  contemplating  the  character  of  this  ex- 
cellent man,  what  strikes  us  most  is,  that  far 
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from  being  made  impious  by '  philosophy^  or 
vain  by  knowledge  or  by  virtue,  he  ascribed 
all  his  abilities  to  the  bounty,  and  all  his  good^ 
ncss  to  the  grace  of  God,  "  May  his  example," 
says  Dr.  Johnson,  his  biographer,  '*  extend  its 
influence  to  his  admirers  and  followers !  May 
those  who  study  his  writings,  imitate  his  life  ; 
and  those  who  endeavour  after  his  knowledge, 
aspire  likewise  to  his  piety  ! '' 
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SECTION  III. 


JOSEPH  ADDtSON. 


Joseph  Addison^  a  celebrated  English 
writer,  was  born  at  Milston,  in  Wiltshire,  in 
the  year  1673.  About  the  age  of  fifteen,  he 
was  entered  at  Queen'&<-college,, Oxford,  where, 
by  his  fine  parts,  and  gtt^t  application,  ^he 
made  a  surprising  proficiency  in  classical  learnr 
ing.  Before .  he  left  the  university, ,  he  was 
warmly  solicited    to   enter   into  orders; .  and 

he  once  resolved  to  do  so :  but  his  great  mo- 
desty, and  an  uncommonly  delicate  sense  of 

•a  % 

the  importance  of  the  sacred  function,  made 
him  afterwards  alter  bis.  resolution.  .  He  wa^ 
highly  respected  by  many  of  the  greatest,  and 
the  most  learned,  of  his  cotemporaries.  He 
travelled  into  Italy,  where  he  made  many  use- 
ful observations,  and  prepared  materials  for 
some  of  his  literary  works.  On  his  return  t^ 
England,,  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  lords  com«> 
missioners  for  trade.  In  1709,  he  was  appointed 
secretai  y  to  the  lord  lieutenant  of  L  elaud ;  and 
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in  1717,  was  advanced  to  the  high  office  of 
^ecretairy  of  state. 

His  writii^sr  have  been  of  great  use  ta  the 
world ;  and  his  '*  Evidences  of  the  Christian 
feligiott/*  not  the  feast  so.  D^,  Jolmson,  in 
deUneattng  his  character,  as  a  writer,  gives 
fhe  following  amiable  pietnre  of  hinu  ••  He 
employed  wit  on  the  side  ot  yiftue  and  rrfi* 
gion.  He  noi  onljr  made  the  propier  use  of 
i^t  hims^,  .blit  taught  it  to  ot^rs ;  and,  from 
his  time^  it  has  been  geiieralljr  stibsenrient  to 
the  cause  of  reason  and  troth.  He  has  dis*- 
sipatdl  the  prejudice  that  had  ttmg  connected 
cheerfntness  with  vice,  and  easiness  of  mannersi 
with  laxity  of  principles.  He  has  restored 
virtue  to  its  dignity,  and  taught  innocence 
not  to  be  ashamed.  This  is  an  elevation  of 
literary'  chairacter,  above  all  Greek,  above  arM 
Roman,  hxne.  As  a  teacher  of  wisdom,  be 
ittay  be  confidently  followed.  His  religion  lias 
nothing  in  it  enthusiastic  or  superstitioua^^  he 
appears  neither  weakly  credulous,  nor  wan^ 
tonly  j5Ceptical :  his  morality  is  neither  dan^ 
gfefx)usly  lax,  nor  impracticably  rigid.    AH  the 
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€»lcliatitnent  of  fancy,  and  all  th«  cbgeticy  of 
argmnettt,  are  employed  to  rtcommend  io  the 
reader  hts  real  inta*e8t,  the  oare  of  pleasing 
the  Aatbor  of  his  being/' 


Of  his  integrity  in  didcharging  the  duties 
of  bis  office^  there  is  a  striking  proof  recorded. 
When  he  was  seoretary  in  Irdand^  he  had  ma* 
terially  pnooioted  the  interest  of  an  indiridual, 
who  offered  binfl,  in  tetam,'  a  bank  note  of 
three  hundred  pounds^  and  a  diamond  ring  of 
the  same  ralnd.  These  be  strennonsly  refused 
to  accept ;  and  Wrote  to  the  person  as  fol- 
lows :  **  And  now,  sir,  believe  me,  when  I 
assure  you,  I  never  did,  nor  ever  will,  on  any 
pretence  whatsoever,  take  more  than  the  stated 
and  customary  fees  of  my  office.  I  might  keep 
the  contrary  practice  concealed  from  the  world, 
were  I  capable  of  it  3  but  I  could  no*  from 
myisdf:  and  I  hope  I  shall  always  fear  the 
reproaches  of  my  own  heart,  more  than  those 
of  all  mankind." 

A  mind  conscious  df  Its  own  uprightnesiS^, 
and  humbly  trusting  in  the  goodness  of  God, 
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has  the  best  ground  to  look  forward  with  coo^ 
placencj*  towards  another  life;.  The  fottowing 
lines  of  Addison  are  sweetly  esqpressive  of  the 
peace  and  pleasure  Which  he  ei^oyed,  io  con* 
templating  his  future  existence.  **The  pro- 
spect of  a  future  state  is  the  secret  comfort 
and  refreshment  of  my  soul.  It  is  that  which 
makes  nature  look  cheerful  abowt  me;  it  doubles 
all  my  pleasures^  and  supports  me  under  all 
my  afflictions.  ^  I  can  look  at  disappointments 
and  misfortunes,  pain  and  sickness^  death  itself, 
with  indifference,  so  long  as  I  keep  in  view 
the  pleasures  of  eternity,  and  the  state  of  being 
in  which  there  will  be  no  fears  nor  apprebenr 
sions>  pains  nor  sorrows*'* 

The  virtue  of  this  excellent  man  shone 
brightest  at  the  point  of  death.  After  a  long 
and  manly>  but  vain  struggle  with  his  dm- 
tempers,  he  dismissed  his  physicians^  and  with 

thenpT  all  hopes  of  life ;  but  with  his  hopes  of 
life  he  dismissed  not  his  concern  for  the  living. 

He  sent  for  lord  Warwick,  a  youth  nearly 
related  to  him,  and  finely  accomplished,  but 
irregular  in  conduct  and  principle;,  on  whom 
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his  pious  instructions  and  example  had  not 
produced  the  desired  ejBTect.  Lord  Warwick 
came:  but  life  now  gfiiiHQ(9ring  in  the  socket^ 
the  dying  friend  was  silent.  After  a  decent 
and  proper  paUBe,  the  yxmth  said ;  *'  Dear  sir  i 
you  sent  for  me:  I  believe^  and  hope^  you 
bave  some  commands :  I  shall  hdd  them  mpst 
dear.''— *May  the  leader  not  only  fed  the  reply^ 
but  retain  its  impression  1  Forcibly  grasping 
the  youth*s  hand,  Addison  softly  said :  ^  Soft 
in  what  peace  a  Christian  can  die !''  He  spoke 
with  difficulty,  and  soon  expired.-<^Throiig;h 
Divine  grace,  how  great  is  man  ^^  through 
Cdyiae  mercy,  how  stingless  death! 


U3 
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ANN  BAYNARD. 


Ank  BAYNAftD  was  iemmded  from  aa 
macieiit  an!  respeotaUe  AunUy^  aodi  was  bom 
in  tke  year  1672.  She  pcmcoacii  Btiwg  powe^^ 
0f  imnd;  understood  the  leimaed  languages ; 
and  made  considerable  acqinsltioDa  in  the  arts 
and  ^iences.  She  took  great  ddigfat  in  study, 
and  seemed  to  know  no  boonds  in  the  p«r- 
auit  of  learning  and  knowledge,  ^iit  when 
she  formed  a  serious  estimate  of  things,  and 
compared  the  highest  accomphshments  of  this 
life,  with  the  possession  of  Divine  Peace,  and 
the  hope  of  eternal  happiness,  her  extreme 
love  of  learning,  and  of  the  distincl^ion^s  that 
accompany  it,  abated.  She  then  declared, 
**  that  she  counted  all  thmgs  but  loss,  in  com- 
parison of  the  excellence  pf  the  knowledge  of 
Christ  Jesus  her  Lord ;  and  that  human  learn- 
ing is  worth  but  Kttle,  unless  it  serves  as 
a  liandmaid  to  the  knowledge  pf  QJirist  re^ 
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Te^ed  in  the  Go9pela  as  ow  only  Lord  and 
Savioar/*  "^  Whal  avails*''  said  she,  '<  Sofe^ 
jQBon's  akiU  ia  the  wokIcs  «f  natere,  if  by  it 
we  are  not  hropght  to  see  the  God  of  nature  i 
What  advaotage  m  it*  to  be  ao  learned  in 
tttroQoipyt  or  the  knowledge  of  the  heareaa, 
that  we  caQ  fbret^  thin^  to  come,  if  w»  nevdr 
sindy^  by  our  holy  pmctice,  to  arrire  at  the 
bie^sed  reg^s  ?  What  advantage  is  it,  to  be 
so  skilful  in  aritlimetie,  thai;  we  can  divide  and 
€^bdivide  to  the  smallest  fractioii,  if^  as  God 
has  ^  revealed  unto  m  m  his  holy  Woid,  we 
do  not  iearn  to  number  our  dtysi^  and  apply 
our  hearts  to  wisdom?  What  advantage  is 
it  for  a  physician  to  know  how  to  prevent 
or  cure  the  disease  of  the  body,  if  he  knows 
not  where  to  find  the  Balm  of  Gilead,  the 
wine  and  oil  of  the  good  Samaritan,  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  to  pour  into  the  wounds  of  his 
own  soul?'* 

The  mind  of  this  excellent  woman  was  much 
raised  above  the  vanities  of  this  world,  its 
gaieties  and  splendour.  Having  experienced 
the  happiness  of  a  devout  and  pious  life,  she 

U4 
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hud  no  relish  for  pteaaores  of  a  different  nature. 
She  had  a  high  veneration  for  the  Author  of 
'her  being,  and  made  it  her  great  business  to 
promote  his  honour  and  glory.    She  observed, 
•'with  deep  concern,  the  errors,  follies,  and  vicea 
of  the  agei  and  was  not  only  importunate  m 
her  intercessions  for  the  good  of  the  world,  but 
s(dicitous  to  benefit  the  souk  of  those   with 
whom  she  conversed,  by  frientfy  reproof,  good 
*  counsel,  or  pious  discourse.      But  the  period 
of  her  life  and  labours  was  of  short  duration  i 
for  she  was  only  twentr  fire   years   of  a^ 
w^en  she  di^d. 
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SECTION  y. 

•  •  •  • 

ELIZABETH  RQWE. 

EuzABETH  RowE,  the  daughter  of  a  very 
respectable  dissenting  minister^  was  born  at 
Ilchester  in  Somersetshire^  in  the  year  1674. 
Slhe  discovered  early  sypaptoms  of  fine  parts; 
and  as  her  strongest  bent  ivas  to  poetry,  she 
began  to  write  verses  at  twelve  years  of  age. 
^e  possessed  uqcommon  elegance  of  mind» 
.^d  exq^isi^  sensibility.  She  also  iQanifested 
9,  pious  and  deyoi^t  dispositiquji  even  when 
she  was  very  young.  It  was  a  pieculiar  hap- 
piness to  her  thatj  early  in  life,  she  enjoyed 
the  friendship  of  the  pious  bishop  Ken ;  at 
whose  request  she  wrote  a  paraphrase  on  the 
38th  chapter  of  Job, 

t 

Her  shining  merit,  and  vaitous  acdomplisb^ 
xnents,  procured  her. many  admirers:  but  the 
|>ersQm   who   obtained   her   in   marriage^  was 
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Thomas  Rowe,  a  gentleman  of  uncommon 
parts  and  learning^  and  of  great  worth.  The 
cophexion  proved  bappy^  but  was  of  short 
^uratiopt  The  hiisband  of  this  excellent  woman 
died  of  a  consumption  at  twenty  eight  years 
of  age»  having  lived  with  liU  amiable  consort 
scarcely  five  years.  The  elegy  which  she 
composed  upon  hifl  death,  i$  one  of  her  best 
poems. 

Aflker  the  decease  of  her  husband,  the 'world 
appeared  ib  her  view  with  less  attraction  fliaii 
^er.  She  retired  to  her  estate  at  Froiiie>  where 
«he  spent  the  remainder  of  her  days.  In  this 
retreat^  the  religious  temper  of  her  mind  in- 
creased; and  here  she  wrote  the  greater  part 
of  her  works.  Her  book  entitled,,  ^^  Devout 
Exercises  of  the  Heart,  In  Meditatioa  ^nd 
Soliloquy,  Praise  and  Erayer,^'  h^s  been  much 
read  and  commended.  This  work  she  sealed 
up5  and  directed  it  to  be  delivered  to  Dr. 
Watts,  after  her  decease  s  with  a  letter  to  him,, 
in  which  she  gives  some  account  both  of  the 
work  and  of  herself.  The  letter  contains  so 
nMch  of  a  devout  ahd  Christian  %nrit,  that 
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we  shBll  imerl  a  piurt  of  it  in  this  ci)}lec« 

tlQO, 

^'  The  *  Reflections'  were  occasionally  writ* 
ten  J  and  only  for  my  own  improvement; 
|mt  I  am  not  w^tJhout  hppe  Uiat  tbey  may 
liav^b^the  i»me  sali:|tm-y  effect  on  some  pious 
flaG^l^^  as  reading  the  ei^periences  of  otbem 
hM  iuul  on  my  own  ^oul.  The  ej^perimental 
pmrt  of  religion  has  generally  ^  greater  influx 
^fice,  than  the  tlieory  of  itt  and  ifi  when  I 
am  sleepingii^  t^e  dust^-  those  soliloqui^  should 
l^indie  a  flame  of  divide  love«  even  in  th^  heart 
j^  the  Joifest  and  mo«t  despised  Christian^  M 
the  glory  giijen  to  tb?  great  Spiking  of  all  grace 

,  ♦<  I  have  noinr  done  with  mortal  things^  and 
^i  to  come  is  vast  eternity  I — pternity !  How 
transporting  ^  the  sound  1  As  long  as  Ood 
exists,  my  being  and  happiness  ar0,  I  doubt 
not,  secure.  These  unbounded  desires,  wbi^h 
the  wide  creation  cannot  limit,  shall  be  satis- 
fied for  ever.  I  shaJA  drink  at  the  fountain- 
liead  of  pleasu^re,  aind  h^  refreshed  with  the 


300  EUZABETH  ROWE. 

emanations  of  original  life  ai^d  joy.  I  shall 
hear  the  voice  of  uncreated  harmony^  speak- 
ing peace  and  ineffable  consolation  to  my 
souj; 


*'  I  expect  eternal  life,  not  as  a  reward  of 
merit,  but  as  a  pure  act  of  bounty.  Detest* 
ing  myself  in  every  view  I  can  take,  I  fly 
to  the  righteousness  and  atonement  of  my 
great  Redeemer,  for  ^  pardon  and  salvation : 
this  is  my  only  consolation  and  hope.  Enter 
not  into  judgment,  O  Lord,  with  thy  servant ; 
.  for  in  thy  sight  shall  no  flesh  be  justified. 
Through  the  blood  of  (he  Lamb,  X  hope  for 
an  entire  victory  over  the  last  enemy ;  and 
that,  before  this  comes  to  you,  I  shall  have 
reached  the  celestial  heights  ^  and,  while  you 
are  reading  these  linesi  I  shall  be  adoring  be- 
fore the  throne  of  God ;  virhere  faith  shall  be 
turned  into  vision,  and  these  languishing  de- 
sires satisfied  with  the  full  fruition  of  immoctiA 
love.    Amen." 


./■r  •  •    X 
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SECTION  VC. 


DOCTOR  WATTS. 


Isaac  Watts,  a  learned  and  eminent  dis^ 
senting  minister,  was  born  at  Southampton  in 
the  year  1674>  of  parents  who  were  distin- 
guished by  their  piety  and  virtue.  He  pos* 
isessed  uncommon  genius,  and  gave  eariy  pitH>fe 
of  it.  He  received  a  very  liberal  education, 
which  was  rendered  highly  beneficial  to  him, 
by  his  own  unwearied  efforts  to  improve  him- 
self* After  the  most  serious  deliberation,  he 
determined  to  devote  his  life  to  the  ministry ; 
of  the  importance  of 'which  office  he  hisA  a 
deep  and  awful  sense.  He  laboured  very  dili- 
gently to  promote  the  instruction  and  happi- 
ness of*  the  people  under  his  care :  and,  by 
his  Christian  conduct  and  amiable  disposition, 
greatly  endeared  himself  to  thetai. 

Soon  after  he  had  undertaken  the  pastoral 
office,  his  health  sustained  a  severe  shock,  by 
a  painful  and  dangerous  illness^    from  Which 
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he  recovered  very  slowly.  But  in  the  year 
I71S>  be  was  afflicted  with  a  violent  fever, 
that  entirely  broke  his  constitution,  and  left 
rach  weakness  upon  his  nerves  as  continued 
with  him,  in  some  measure,  to  the  day  of 
his  death*  For  four  years,  he  was  wholly 
prevented  from  discliarging  the  public  offices 
of  his  statioa.  Though  this  long  interval  of 
iiQkness   was,    i^  doubt,    very  trying  to  his 

active  miiKl,  yet  it  proved  ultimately  a  bles^ 
ing :  for  it  drew  upon  him  the  particular  no- 
tice of  ar  Thomas  Abney,  a  very  pious  and 
worthy  mau>  who,  from  motives  of  friendship, 
mvijted  him  into  his  family ;  in  whic^  he  con^ 
ttnued  to  the  end  of  his  life ;  .  and>  for  the 
long  space  of  thirty  six  years,  was  treated  with 
umfonook  kindness,  attention,  and  respect. 

Dn  Johnson's  Judiciotts  account  of  Watts, 
«(bibits  him,  both  ts  a  man  and  a  writer,  in 
a  very  pleat^ing  light*  .  We  shall  select  from 
it  a  few  striking  passages. 


^^This  excdknt  man  w^s,   by  his  natural 
teoiper,    quick   of  resentment;    but,    by    his 
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established  and  habitual  practice^  he*  was  gentle^ 
modest,  and  inoffensive.  His  tenderness  ap- 
peared in  his  attention  to  children^  and  jko 
the  poor.  '  To  the  poor,  while  he  lived  in 
the  family  of  his  friend,  he  allowed  the  third 
part  of  his  annual  revenue;  and  for  children^ 
he  condescended  to  lay  aside  the  scholar,  the 
philosopher,  and  the  wit,  to  write  little  poems 
of  devotion,  and  systems  of  instruction,  adapted 
to  their  wants  and  capacities,  from  the  dawn 
of  reason  through  its  gradations  of  advance  in 
the  morning  of  life.— -Few  men  have  left  be- 
hind them  such  purity  of  character,  or  such 
monuments  of  laborious  piety.  He  has  pro« 
vided  instruction  for  all  ages,  from  those  who 
are  lisping  their  first  lessons,  to  the  enlightened 
readers  of  Malbranche  and  Locke. — ^His  <<  Im* 
provement  of  the  Mind"  is  a  work' in  the 
highest  degree  useful  and  pleasing. — What- 
ever be  took  in  hand,  was,  by  his  incessant 
solicitude  for  souls,  converted  to  theology. 
As  piety  predominated  in  his  mind,  it  is 
diffused  over  his  works.  Under  his  divectiim 
it  may  be  truly  said,  that  philosophy  is  sub- 
servient to  evangelical  instruction:  it  kdifflcnlt 
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to  read  a  page  without  learaingi  or  at  Iea»t 
wishing^  to  be  better*'* 

iThe  virtue  of  this  good  man  eminently  hp*, 
peared^  in  the  happy  state  of  his  mind^  under 
great  pains  and  weakness  of  body>  and  in  the 
improvement  vrhich  he  derived  from  them.  Of 
those  seasons. of  affliction^  he  says^  with  a  truly 
elevated  mind  and  thankful  heart :  "  I  am  not 
fifraid  to  let  the  world  know^  that  amidst  the 
sinkings,  of  life  and  nature^  Christianity  and 
IhQ  Gospel  were  my  support.  Amidst  all  the 
violence  of  my  distemper,  and  the  tiresome 
months  of  it^  I  thank  God^  I  never  lost  sight 
oi  reason,  or  religion,  though  sometimes  I  had 
much  difficulty  to  preserve  the  machine  of 
animal  nature  in  such  order,  as  regularly  to 
exercise  either  the  Man  or  the  Christian/' 

The  sweet  peace  of  conscience  he  eojoyed^ 
under  these  trying  circumstances ;  and  the 
rational  and  Christian  foundation  of  his  hope 
and  trust  in  the  Divine  Goodness^  are  beau- 
tifully and  justly  expressed  by  him  in  tht 
(oUo^ing  lines. 


bOC TOk  WAttS. 


so> 


^  Yet^  gracious  God!  amid  these  itorms  of  uahlre> 
iThine  eyes  behold  a  8we€t  and  sacred  calm 
Reign  through  the  trealms  of  conscience:   all  within 
Lies  jp^acefol,  all  coibposM.     ^is  wondVous  Grace 
Keeps  ofiP  thy  terrors  firom  this  humble  botom; 
Though  stain'd  with  sins  and  follies,  yet  serene 
In  penitential  peace  and  cheerful  hope, 

JSprinkled  and  guarded  with  atoning  blood« 

Thy  Tital  smiles*  amidst  this  desolation. 

Like  heav*n)y  sun^beams,  hid^  behind  the  clouds^ 

Break  out  in  happy  rhocnents,  with  ipright  radiance. 

Cleaving  the  gloom;   the  fair  celestial  light 

Softens  and  gilds  the  horrors  of  the  storm. 

And  nche^i  terdials  to  the  heart  conveys. 


^  b  glo^io^s  sdlace  of  iibmeh^  distress, 
A  conscience  aiid  a  God!     This  is  my  rock 
Of  nml  support,  iny  shield  of  sure  defence 
Against  infernal  arrows.      Rise,  my  soul! 
Put  on  thy  courage:   here's  the  living  spring 
Of  jnys  divinely  sweet  and  eter  neit, 
A  peaceful  conscience^   and  a-  sjoulinj;  Heaven. 


» • 


.  / 
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^  My  &o4^  permit  af  creeping  worav  to  liajv 
Thy  Spirit  knows  I  love  thee !— Wortbtcss  wrctcR^ 
.  To  dare  to  love  »'  Go4!-^fi'ut  grace  reqptires^ 
Andt  graioe  accepts.     Thoir  scest  my  laboring  aouJ. 
Weak  as  n^  aseal  is,  yet  my  zeal  iir  true;« 
it  kears  the  trying  ibrnttce.     love  divine 
Constrains  me;  1  am  thine.     Incarnate  Love 
Has  seized,  and  kblds  ftie  m  ahtit^ty  Mai^l 
Here's  my  satftitfoh,  inf  eternal  hope,- 
AmiAft  tto  wrtecl  bt  mrorldft  and  dyihg  tkttxt^, 
I  zia  (te  £<tfd%  dAid  li%*s  to  et^er  ioaiiiMrl'* 


VifU^n  his  si^riixgs  were^  m  some 
aUeviaied,  what  excellent  effects  were  prcK 
dticed  in  his  mind!  Hott  was  his  heart  en^ 
larged  with  love  and*  gratitutcfe  to  God!  and^ 
in  what  patheHic  language  did  he  pour  o«i^ 
Ms  spirit  r 


<«  Almighty  J^bw'is  1  iolve  tiiee !  hiiaifal  nam^' 
Hy  heal'or  <k>d!  and  may  my  inmost  heart 
Love  and  adore  fbr  ever !   O  'lis  good 
To  wait  suteiissive  at  thy  holy  throne^ 


to  feftre  petiUoas  at  tfajr  fb«t#  ajid  bMr 

Xhe  Jwuiil  ,if  alMy  it  iMt  iMct  b  M^, 

ftbr  «  A«  (Bsr  of  hearHiljr  |niy  ifeaf 

1li0  iMiiWI  cEkt.     It  mitiifi  «H  Afy  groitii, 

And  tif|>ks«  ittid  loAg  cottptunU*  iviUi  wise  Majfi 

Though  painAil  to  tJh^  sttff^m;  iMi4  ihf  kaiid 

k  ^ptir  aMDi^ttl  6hHi£^  iei^4  felk^*^ 

And  noWj  how  Amiable  doeft  li6  uppcfat,  wlietl 
the  shadows  x)t  the  eveilirtg  Were  stretching 
over  him  1  Two  of  three  y£lar§  before  his 
decease^  the  active  and  sprightly  powers  of' 
his  nature  gradually  failed ;  yet  his  trust  iii 
God,  through  Jesus  the  Mediator,  remained 
Unshaken  to  the  last.  He  Was  heard  to  say: 
«^  I  bless  God  I  can  lie  down  with  coinfort 
^t  nighty  not  being  solid  tons  whether  T  a^ake 
in  this  world  or  another."  And  again  5  ^*  I 
t/hould  be  glad  to  I'ead  more,  yet  tiot  iii  order 
to  be  fiirtlier  confirmed  in  the  truth  of  the 
Christian  religiotij  or  in  the  truth  of  its  pro- 
mises; for  I  believe  them  enough  to  venture 
an  eternity  upon  them/' 

X9 
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When  he  wats  almost  worn  out,  aiid  brokeo 
down  by  his  infirmities,  he  said,  in  conver* 
sation  with  a  friend  t  ^*  I  remember  an  ctged 
minister  used  to  observe,  '  that  the  most 
learned  and  knowing  Ghristians^ .  when  ^they 
come  to  die,,  have  only  tlie  same ^  plain  pro- 
mises of  the  Gospd  for  their  support^  as  :the 
common  and  unlearned :'  and  .90»  J  .find;  it. 
It  is  the  plain  promises  of  the  Gospel  that 
are  my  support;  and,  I  bless  God,  they,  are 
plain  promises,  that  do  not  require  much  la- 
bour and  pains  to  understand  them/' 

At  times,  w^en  he  found  bis  spirit  tending 
to  impatience,  and  ready  to  complain  that 
he  could  only  lead  a  mere  animal  lifci  he 
would  check  himself  thus :  <<  The .  business  of 
a  Christian  is  to  bear  the  will  of  God.    as 

•  •      • 

well  as  to  do  it.  If  I  were  in  health,  I  ought 
to  be  doing  it;  and  now,  it  is  my  duty  to 
bear  it.  The  best  thing  in  obedience^  .is  <a 
regard  to  the  will  of  God;  and  the  way  to 
that  is,  to  have  our  inclinations  and  aversions 
as  much  mortified  as  we  can/' 
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With  80  calm  and  peaceful  a  mind,  so 
blessed  and  lively  a  bope^  did  this  resigned 
servant  of  Christ  wait  for  his  master's  sum- 
inons.  He  quietly  expired  in  the  seventy 
j|fth  year  of  hjis  ^ge^ 


X8 
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lOOLONBL  G4RDHiEll— 4.ADY  8UZABETB  9A8TING8<^a.  HpUSMAN— 

fiiOCTOB  ftOQOIllDiGE. 


ACTION  I- 

COJ^ONEI^  GARDINEE. 

James  GAftDiNit,  a  naitive  of  ScxatinA^ 
tiras  bem  ia  the  year  1698.  He  receired  great 
part  of  his  edueatioB,  at  ^  school  at  LiaUtfagow» 
where  he  made  ^  wry  tixmsideraUe  progress  m 
the  Ungupges.  Hk  mother,  with  great  ten* 
derpees  and  sdtcitude  for  faU  future  happiness, 
iastructed  him  ia  the  priaciplea  of  Ohristianity. 
The  good  effects  of  lier  prudent  and  exemplary 
emt^  w&f€  not  J  ia  the  younger  part  of  hec  .flon's 
life,  so  evid^it  as'i^  desired  \  b<it  there  is  great 
fe«iQ«  to    believe  |hs(t  her  tiMtnictions  were 

X  4 


9l9f  COLONEL  GARDINER. 

tiot  lost.  They  were  the  occasion  of  many 
convictions^  which,  though  for  a  time  over- 
borne, were  afterwards  happily  remembered 
and  revived.  He  used  to  make  this  obserya^? 
tion  for  th^  encouragement  of  parents  and 
pious  friends,  to  do  their  duty  towards  young 
persons^  and  to  hope  for  the  best  effects,  though 
they  may  not  immediately  appear. 

He  was  a  man  of  sound  understanding)  aiid 
of  a  frank,  obliging,  and  generous  temper^ 
From  the  persuasions  of  a  friend,  and  the  ar^ 
clour  of  his  own  spirit,  he  early  engaged  in 
a  military  life.  He  was  often  in  imminent 
(Im^r  of  death,  and  had  sefveral  escapes,  wliich 
3».ayj.usUy  be  cdnsidenred  as  providential:  but, 
in  hi$  unconverted  statQ,  \k^  nf^yet  viewed  theip 
4n  4hat  U^ht ;  s^nd  they  made  ilo  seriougi  im-* 
4>ressioa  pn.his  mind.  Eotims^ny  years  after 
he  had, attained;  the  age  of  manhood,  .b^  ap- 
.{^ears  to  have  devoted  t^im^If  .to  sensual  pun- 
fuits.  With.  a\  strong  constitution  of  body, 
.great- fljQvv  of  anisial .  spirits,  fine  persotuij  acv 
■pocnpllshjmeptSj  and  a  largis,  circle. of  gay  and 

4!?§ip^t^d   comp.aniQns,  b^  seemed  a»  ^roply 
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ffMiificd  as  BiQst  tndn,  to '  range  in  the  field  of 
aniiDal enjoyments,  and  to  extract  from  it  all 
that  it  is  cBpeAAe  of  yieUiQg,  Yet  this  com- 
fiiete  ^n^ualist,  in  the  xn^ridian  of  his  joys, 
bitterly  experienced,  that  ^f  even  in  laughter 
the  heart  is  sorrowfaU  and  the  end  of  that 
mirth  is  heaviness/'  Being  at  one  timft.oonf^ 
gratulated  by  seme  of  his  dissolute  .tompanbris, 
0n  his  dbtingoishcd  felicity,  and.  a  dog  hap- 
pening to  come  into. the'  r9omy  he  coald  imt 
jbrbear  groaning  inwardly,  aad  saying  to'  him^ 
self,  /^  Oh!  th^t  I  Mere  tha  dogt"  ^  Suck 
vrsLS  then  his  hap^hiess.;  and  isuch,  perhap^^ 
is  that  of  hundreds  more,  M who  express  the 
greatest  contempt  of  religion^  and  glory  in  a 
miserable  servitude,  which  they  affept  to  DaU 
liberty, 
'        '  •.■.«.         '        ' 

Hi?  continual  neglect  of  the  great  Author 
q{  his  being,  q{  whose  perfections  he  could  nqt 
doubt,  and  to  whom  he  knew  himself  to  be 
binder  daily  and  perpetual  obligations,  gave 
him,  in  some  rtioments  of  involuntaiy  reflec- 
tion, inexpressible,  remorse;  and  this,  at  times, 
^yfougUt  Upon  Wm  to  such  a  degree,  that  he 
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wsolved  he  wooid  attempt  k>  fMKjr  bim  sonit 
flcknow)ed^;inont9.  Aooocdiegiy^  for  a  tinie^ 
bftdidit;  repeating  iaretireiii^Bt,  passages  out 
of  the  Psaknay.^nd  periiape  other  Seripttirea; 
which  he  stitt  retained  in  his  memory;  and 
owning,  in  a  £sw  slarong  words,  die  many  mer« 
cies.  aad  d^erances  he  h^d  received,  and  the 
ill  returns  he  had  made  for  them.  But  thes^ 
€|siotiona  were  too  devout  to  cpntifi^  long  in 
a  heart  as  yet  quite  uosanctified  :  for  how 
Madily  sipever  be  could  repeat  acknowledge 
ments  of  the  Divine  Power,  Presence,  and 
Goodness,  and  own  hia  fifties  and  faults,  he 
was  stopped  short  by  thp  remonstrances  of 
his  CQOScieiice,  on  the  flagra^nt  absurdity  of 
^confessing  sins  he  did  not  desire  to  forsake; 
^nd  of  pretendipg  to  praise  God  for  his  voter^ 
cies^  though  he  did  not  efideaypur  to  live  in  his 
service,  and  to  behave  in  such  ^  fnanner  as 
gratitude,  if  sincere,  would  have  dictated. 

■ 

About  the  thirty  first  year  of  his  age,  ^ 
pleased  God  to  make  him  deeply  sensible  of 
th«  great  wickedness  of  bis  life,  ajid  of  the 
dreadful  consequences  of  persisting  in  it.    He 
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became  truly  penitent^  lived  ever  afterwards 
with  great  pircninspeetioii^  and  wa$  a  briglif^ 
and  steady  erample  of.  piety  and  goodness. 

After  this  great  change  in  bis  heart  aii4 
fife,  he  did  not  entirely  withdraw  himself  fraoi 
cheerful  conversation;  but,  on  the  contrary^ 
g^ve  several  hours  evety  day  to  it^  lest  reli-* 
giou  should  be  reproached,  as  having  made 
him  morose.  He,  hoifevcnr,  early  began  a 
practice,  which  to  the  last  day  of  his  life  he 
retained,  of  reproving  vice  and  profanenessf 
and,  under  the  consciousness  of  lits  superiority 
in  the  goodness  of  his  pause,  he  was  iiever 
afraid  to  debate  tlie  matter  with  any  person^ 
A  remarkable  instance  of  this  happened  abont 

*    » 

the  middle  of  the  year  1720.  It  w^s  on  his 
first  return,  tq  'make  any  considerable  abode 
in  England,  after  his  singular  convei-sion.  He 
had  heard,  whilst  he  was  at  Paris,  that  |t  wtis 
currently  reported  among  his  companions  iq 
England,  tl^at  he  was  stark  mad.  He  coq^ 
clqded,  therefore,  that  he  should  have  many 
hattlesf  to  fight,  and  was  willing  to  despatol^ 
|be  Uusiness  j^s  fast  as  I^  could.    And,  there* 
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fore,  intending  to  spend  9(  few  days  at  the 
country- house  of  a  person  of  distinguished  rank» 

with  whom  he  h^id  beep  .very  intimate,  hf^  d^ 

'  •      •  • 

sired  him  to  contrive  that,  a  day  or  two  after 
he  came,  several  of  their  former  gay  CQm« 
panions  shonld  m^t  at  bis  lordship-s  table; 
that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  pf  malting 
his  apology  to  them,  and  of  acquainting  them 
nvith  th^  natiire  and  r^ajsons  of  hjs  change,  Jt 
iva^  accordingly  agreed, to;  sld^  a  pretty  large 
company  met  at  the  day  appointed,  with 
previous  notice  that  m^jOr  Gardiner  would 
be  there*  A  good  deal  of  raillety  passed  at 
dinner,  to  which  the  major  mad^  very  little 
an^wi^r.  But  when  the  ^lotth  wasi  taken,  Jjway^ 
m^l  the  servants  had  retir^d^  be  bagged  the 
paiience  of  the  company  for  ft  fj^w  'minutes : 
and  th^n  plainly  and  seriously  informed  t^ein 
what  were  his  §entimentsi  of  religion  ancii 
virtue;  and  on  what  ground  he  had  deter-r 
min£)d>  that,  by  thr  grace  of  God,  he  would 
make  rdigion  the  great  business  of  his  life, 
whatever  he  might  lose  by  it,  and  whatever 
^ensure  and  contempt  he  might  incur.  He 
then   challenged    them  to  propose  any  thing 


COLOJffiL  GARDINER.  SI? 

ihey  could  urge,  to  prove  that  a  life  of  irre^ 
ligion  atid  debauchery  is  preferable  tb  the 
fear,  love,  and  worshij),  of  the  etehial  God, 
and  a  conduct  agreeable  to  the  precepts  of 
the  €roBpel.  And  he  failed  not  to  bear  tesiir 
mony,  from  his  own  experience,  (to  a  piart  of 
which  many  of  them  had  been  witnesses^) 
that  after  having  run  the  widest  round  of 
sensual  pteasnre,  with  all  the  advantages  which 
th^  best  constitution  and  spirits  could'  give 
him^  be  had  never  tasted  any  thing  that  de- 
served to  be  called  happiness,  till  he  had  made 
religion  his  refuge  and  his  delight.  He  de- 
scribed, calmly  and  boldly,  the  habitusU  sere* 
nity  and  peace  that  he  now  felt  in  his  own 
breast,  (for  the  most  elevated  delights  he  did 
not  think  fit  to  plead,  lest  they  should  be 
esteemed  enthusiasm,)  and  the  composure  atid 
pleasure  with  which  he  looked  forward  to  ob- 
jects, which  the  gayest  sinner  must  acknow- 
ledge to  be  equally  unavoidable  and  dread- 
ful. 

After  this  solemil  and  manly  defence  of  his 
principles   and    conduct,    the    master    of   the 
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4dble»  who  was  a  sensible  and  candid  p^twH^ 
mid  to  the  compiMiy ; ''  CoMe^  let  us  caU  aaather 
caQ^.  We  tbmgia  this  men  fMd»  a^  be  i^ 
in  good  earnest  proviiig  UwKt  Ive  are  «o/' — 
Qa  the  whote^  this  welUjudged  circiiBistasice 
sawd  him  a  great  deal  of  irouble.  When  hi^ 
femier  ^cquaiHtaDoe  obsenred^  tliat  ht  was  still 
conversable  and  iawDceiitly  dieerful,  aivi  tiusi 
he-  was  intttiovi^Ie  m  hitf  lieiscdittMai^  tiMy  de-^ 
sisled  fiiocn  ^rther  impontuoHy*  Andbeafier' 
war^  declared,  that  iiuitead  of  loinng  any  one 
Tdttabte  friend,  bjr  this  change  in  his  character^ 
be  found  himself  much  move  esteemed  ami 
regarded  by  many,  who  could  not  persuade 
themselves  to  knitate  bis  (example. 

The  private  letters  of  this  amiable  ptOih  show 
the  re%ious  state  of  hts  mind,  aad  whaA  great 
enjoyntenkt  be  derived  from  cemrnQnton  with 
the  Fatlier  of  s|)firits.  We  shall  make  a  few 
extracts  from  some  of  them,  which  weie  written 
to  his  wife,  and  to  an  intimate  friend. 

V  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  what  wise  and 
good  people,  araon^  yen,  think  of  the  pxesesA 
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tircutnstetices  of  things.  Por  tny  own  parc^ 
though  1  thatik  Cod  I  fear  tiothing  for  mysdf^ 
my  ap{>rdienston9  for  the  ptMic  iive  ¥ery 
^oomy,  considering  the  deplor&ble  prevalency 
6f  almoKt  all  kinds  off  wick^dtieis  antiongBt  as ; 
the  natttfid  cotisequenee  of  the  conlttnpt  of  tte 
Gospel.  I  am  daily  offei^itig  up  my  prayerf 
to  God  for  this  sinful  land  of  ours^  over  which 
his  judgment  seetni^  to  be  gathering^^  and 
toy  iftrength  is  sometimefit  no  eitfiau^ted  Untth 
those  i^trong  cries  and  tears,  which  I  pour 
out  before  God  oh  thh  XK^casi'on,  that  I 
^m  hardty  aibie  to  stand  when  t  aiise  from 
my  knees. 

0 

^  I  Wess  (5od  I  was  never  better  in  my  life  5 
and  I  wish  I  could  be  so  happy  as  to  hear  the 
tame  of  you;  or  rather,  in  other  word»,  te^ 
hear  that  you  hatd  obtained  an  entire  trust  in 
God.  That  would  infallibly  keep  you  m  per- 
fect peace;  icpT  the  God  of  trurti  has  proiwiscd 
it.  Oh!  bow  ooght  we  to  long  to  be  with 
Chriit;  which  is  infinttefy  better  than  any 
thitag  we  can  propose  here*  to  be  there,  where 
all  comphitits  shall  be  fiwr  ever  banished ;  where 
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]lo.mo^ntaiIl^  shftll  sepai*ate  between  God  and! 
0Qr  souls  I  And  I  hopje  it,  will  be  some  jaddition 
to  our  happiness^  thdt  you  and  X  shall  be.sepa- 
rated'  no  motie  $  but  that  as  we  have  Joined 
in  singing  the.  praises  of  our  ^loirious  Redeemer 
l^te,  we  shall  sing  them  in  a  much  higher 
strain^  through  an  endless  eternity/'   ; 

Speaking  of  one  of  his  children,  whQ>  he 
bad  heard,  made  a  commendable  progress  in 
learning,  he  expressed  his  satisfaction,  in  it, 
mad  added  :  ^^  But  how  muqh  greater  joy 
would  it  give  me,  to  hear  that  he  was 
greatly    advanced    in    the    school    of    Christ  1 

0  !  that  our  child  reii  may  be  wise  to  sal- 
vation ;  and  may  grow  in  grs^ce  as  they  do  in 
stature  r* 

On  another  occasion,  he  writes  thus  3 
"  What  would  I  have  given  this  day,  upon 
the  road,  for  paper,  pen^  £^nd  ink,  when  the 
Spirit   of  the    Most  High    rested  upon    mel 

0 1  for  the  pen  of  a .  ready  writer,  and  the 
tongue  of  an  angel^  to  declare  what  God  has 
done  this  day  for  my  soul !    But^  in  short>  it 
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is  in  vain  to  attempt  it ;  all  that  I  am  able  to 
say/  is  only  this^  that  my  soul  has  been  for 
some  hoars  joining  with  the  blessed  spirits 
abore,  in  giving  glory^  and  honour^  and  praise, 
unto  Him  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne^  and  to 
the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever. 

Such  were  the  elevations  of  his  mind  t  yet 
there  are  many  who  will  be  inclined  to  censure 
them^  as  the  flights  of  enthusiasm.  But  when 
we  consider  the  scriptural  phrases,  ^'  of  walk- 
ing with  God ;  of  having  communion  with 
the  Father  and  his  Son  Jesus  Christ ;  of  Christ^ii 
coming  to  them  that  open  the  door  of  their 
hearts  to  him,  and  supping  with  them;  of 
God's  shedding  abroad  his  love  in  the  heart 
by  his  Spirit ;  of  his  coming  with  Jesus  Christ, 
and  making  his  abode  with  any  one  that  loves 
him ;  of  making  us  glad  by  the  light  of  his 
countenance  ;*^  and  a  variety  of  other  equiva- 
lent expressions,  we  shall  see  reason  to  judge 
very  favourably  of  the  sentiments  contained 
in  these  letters.      If  habitual   love    to  God  ; 

firm  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;    a  steady 

^    Y 
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dependence  on  the  Divine  promises;  a  foil  per^* 
suasion  of  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  all  the 
dispensations   of  Providence;    a   high  esteem 
for  the  blessings  of  the  heavenly  world;  and 
s^,  sincere  contempt  for  the  vanities  of  this; 
can  properly  be  called  enthusiasm,  then  was 
colonel  Gardiner^  indeed,    one  of  the  greatest 
enthusiasts  our  age  has  produced  :  and  in  pro* 
portion  to  the  degree  in  which  he  was  so,  he 
must  be  esteemed  one  of  the  wisest  and  hap- 
piest   of  mankind.^— '^  How  often,''    says   the 
pious  Grove,   "  are  good  thoughts  suggested, 
heavenly  affections  kindled  and  inflamed;  how 
often  is  the  Christian  prompted,  to  holy  actions, 
drawn  to  his  duty,  restored^  quickened,  per- 
suaded;  in  such  a  manner,  that  he  would  be 
unjust  to  the  Spirit  of  God,   to  question  his 
agency  in  the  whole  (   Yes,  O  my  soul !  there 
is  a  Supreme  Being,  who  governs  the .  world, 
and  is  present  with  it ;  who  takes  up  his  more 
special  habitation  in  good  men,  and  is  nigh  to 
all  who  call  upon  him,  to  sanctify  and  assist 
them  !  Hast  thou  not  felt  him,  Q  my  soul  !  like 
another  soul,  actuating  thy  faculties,  exalting 
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thy  views»  purifying  thy  passions,  exciting  thy 
graces^  an4  begettiqg  in  thee  an  abhorrence 
of  sin,  and  a  loye  of  holiness  ?  And  is  not 
all  this  an  argument  of  his  presence,  as  truly 
as  if  thou  didst  see  him?'' 

The  cheerful  and  happy  state  of  m\nd,  for 
wluch  this  excdlent  man  had  been  remark^ 
aUe,  con^ued  with  hhn  to  the  last.  It 
seemi^  indeed,  that  towards  the  dose  of  life, 
his  pious  fenrours^  like  the  flame  of  a,  lamp 
almost  expiring,  sometimes  .rose  to.  an  unusual 
blaze.  <'  O  ! ''  said  he,  on  a  particular  occa* 
sion,  '^  how  gracious  a  Master  do  we  serve ! 
how  pleasant  is  his  service !  how  rich,  are  the 
entertainments  of  his  love !  yet  how  poor  and 
cold  are  our  siervices ! '' 

•  ■  $  ■  - 

When  he  found  his  health  declining,  and  en- 
tertained a  fixed  sentiment  thftt  he  should  con- 
tinue but  a  little  while  longer  in  life,  he  was 
so  far  frcmi  being  depressed  with  the  prospect, 
that  he  was  delighted  with  it,  and  rejoiced 
the  nearer   ht&    ^id   approached.     The   holy 

Y2 
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ScriptuveSy  with  which  he  had  as  intimate  aa 
acquaintance  as  itaost  men,  continued  to  be 
his  daily  study.  They  furnished  him  with 
matter  of  frequent  conyersation>  much  to  the 
edification  and  comfort  of  those  that  were 
about  him.  Among  other  passages  he  spoke 
of  the  following,  as  having  made  a  deep  im- 
presaon  on  his  mind :  '*  My  soul^  wait  thou 
only  upon  GodP'  He  would  repeat  it  again 
and  again,  "  Only,  only,  only ! "  so  plainly  did 
he  see,  and  so  deeply  did  he  feel,  the  vanity  of 
all  earthly  confidences  and  expectations.  He 
often  mentioned  these  words  in  Isaiah,  as  verr- 
fied  to  him  by  long  experience :  '*  Thou  wilt 
keep  him  in  perfect  peace,  whose  mind  is  stayed 
on  thee;  because  he  trusteth  in  thee/'  And 
with  peculiar  satisfaction  he  uttered  these 
heroic  words  in  Habakkuk,  which  he  found 
armour  of  proof  against  every  fear,  and  every 
contingency:  "  Though  the  fig*tree  shall  not 
blossom,  neither  shall  fruit  be  in  the  vines;  the 
labour  of  the  olive  shall  fail,  and  the  fields  shall 
yield  no  meat ;  the  flocks  shall  be  cut  off  from 
the  fold,  and  there  shall  be  no  herd  in  the 
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staOs:  yet  I  will  rejoice  in  the  Lord>  I  will 
joy-  in  tke  God  of  my  sdvittioti. 

In  the  year  1745,  he  was  ordered  to  repair 
to  Stirling,  to  assist  in  subduing  the  rebellion. 
It  was  in  the  castle  of  that  place,  that  his 
wife  and  eldest  daughter  enjoyed  the  4ast  h&ppy 
hours  of  his  coinpany :  about  eight  or  ten  days 
before  his  death,  he  parted  from  them  there.  A 
remarkable  circumstance  attended  the  separa- 
tion. His  wife  was  so  affected  when  she  took 
her  Iset  leave  of  him>  that  she  burst  into  a 
flood  of  tears,,  and  betrayed  other  marks  of 
unusual  emotion.  When  he  asked  her  the 
reason,  she  urged  as  a  sufficient  apology,  the 
apprehension  she  had  of  losing  sei  invaluable 
a  friend^  amidst  the  dangers  to  whieh  he  was 
then  called.  She  took  particular  notice,  that 
though  he  had  generally  comforted  her  on 
such  occasions,  by  reminding  her  of  that  re^ 
markable  hand  of  Providence,  whicb  had  sa 
frequently,  in  former  instances,,  been  exerted 
for  his  preservation,  even  in  tbe  greatest 
extremity,  he    said   nothing  of  it  now ;   but 

Ya 
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only  replied,  in  bis  sententions  maimer:  '^  We 
have  an  eternity  to  spend  together.^  He  wasr 
killed  in  the  batde  of  Preston-PaQSj»  in  the 
fifty  seventh  year  of  his  age  *.      . 


« . 


*  This  scc««($|  ^  Colonel  G^Miftcr  is  txMrwdbtA  fmn 
%  TslaaUf  little  wprk,  written  by  Dr.  IMdridg^e,  and 
«lititled«  '^Some  iwnarkaye  Pasfa^ea  in(  th^  Uf^  of 
Cplonel  Jap^  Gsgrdin^ie^.'^ 
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SECTION  IL 

LADY  ELIZABETH  HASTINGS. 

In  •  the  life,  suflTeringSj^  and  death,,  of  hidy 
Elbsabeth  Hastings,  we  have  a  lively  in-^ 
stance  of  the  power  aad  support  of  re^ 
Itgioni. 

4  ^ 

An  ingenuoiis  teroperi,  a  quickness  of  un- 
derstanding,    a    benevolent    spirit,    a    flexibi- 
lity of  nature,  and  a  solemn  sense  of  divine 
things,   were  observablie  in    her   tendter    age; 
and,    in    the    dangerous    ascent  of   life,    her 
feet  were  guided  and  preserved  in  the   paths 
of'  rectitude  and  goodness;    so  that  she  was. 
not  only  free  from  the  stain  of  vice  in  h^t: 
rising  years,   but  superior  to  the  worlds,  and 
its^  vain   and  trifling    amusements*     XllTOUgh. 
the    whole    course   of    her    time,;   her    lamp 
shone  brightly ;   and  in   mature  ^  age,   di^ffused. 
its  light  and  influence  in  a  wid^  extent  arouadL 
her. 

Y4 


^•*" 


32«  LADY  ELIZABETH  HASTINGS. 

It  appears  that  the  great  aim  of  her  li 
was^  to  promote  the  glory  of  God,  and  the 
welfiure  of  men;  keeping  her  talents^  exten* 
siye  fortune,  and  other  means  of  doing  good, 
continually  employed  for  the  benefit  erf*  her 
fellow-creatures.  Of  all  her  cares,  a  most 
special  one  was  that  of  the  stranger,  '  the 
father]es9,  and  the  widow ;  the :  needy,  anc| 
him  that  had  no  helper;  the  l^me,  the  halt, 
and  the  blinds  Tbe^e  objects  excited  her 
most  tender  compassion.  She  participated  in 
their  sufferings  i  she  often  conversed  with 
them  1  and  inquired  into  their  history,  witl^ 
great  condescepsioq.  She  studied,  tt^eir  pai^ 
ticular  cases,  apd  put  then;^  in  the  way  of 
improving  their  condition.  She  ofien  visited 
theiQ  in  sipkpess;  bore  the  expi^nses  of  it; 
and,  no  doubt,  endeavoured  to  cheer  and  en- 
courage  tbem  under  al^  the  apparent  hs»4^ 
ships  of  their  allotment. 

The  following  character  of  i};us  noble-^mioded 
woman,  was  drawn  by  the:  band  of  an  eminent 
writer.  <<  Her  countenance  was  the  lively 
pictpre  of  her  mind,  which  was  the  seat  of 
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honoar,  truth,  compassion,  koowledge,  and 
iimoceace.  In  the  midst  of  the  most  ampto 
£>rtuney  and  the  veneration  of  all  thai  be* 
held  and  kpew  her,  without  the  least  affec* 
tation,  she  devoted  herself  to  retiranent,  to 
the  conteqcij^atkm  of  her  own;  being,  and  of 
that  Supremfs  Power  which  bestowed  it.  Withr 
out  the  learauig  of  schools,  w  knowledge  of 
a  long  c<Mifse  of  arguments^  ahe  went  on  in 
an  uninterrupted  c^^urse  of  piety  and  virtue  i 
and  ^added  to  the  aeverity  and  privaey  of  th^ 
last  age,  all  the  fteedom  and  ease  of  thns. 
The  language  and  mien  of  a  court  she  waK 
possessed  of  in  a  high  degree;  but  the  ^tim** 
plicity  and  humble  thoughts  of  a  cof^tagey 
were  her  more  welcome  entertainments.  She 
was  a  female  philosopher,  w1k>  did.  not  dily 
live  up  tq  the  resignation  of  the  most  retiieA 
lives  of  the  ancient  states,  but  also  to  the 
sdiemes  and  plans  which  they  thoaght  beanti^ 
ful,  though  ihimitaUe.  This  lady  was  the 
most  exact  ecoaoBcast,  without  appearing  busy; 
the  most  rtrictly  yictaions,  without  tasting-  the 
praise  of  it ;  and  shunned .  appktttse  witli  a& 
much  industry  as  others  do  reproach/' 
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Towards  the  close  of  life,  she  experienced 
great  bodily  affliction,  having  a  cancer  in 
the  breast,  for  which  she  underwent  an  am* 
pntation.  But  in  all  her  sufferings  from 
this  cause,  ^  and  even  under  the  trying  ope- 
ration, her  religious  fortitude  and  serenity 
of  mind  did'  not  forsake  her.  The  resigna- 
tion of  het'  spirit  to  the*  dispensations  of 
IXvme  Providmce,  h  strongly  marked  by 
the  fi>llowing  expressions,  which  dropped 
frotn^  her  during  the  course  of  this  pain- 
ful  distemper;  ^  ^^I  would  not  wish,  to  be 
out  of  my  pcesaat  sitnafion,^  for  all  the 
worid;  nor  exchai^  i%  for  any  othar^  al; 
any  piice.^* 

*  The'  ni^  subsequent  to  the  opeMtKHii^ 
did  not' aflford '  her  mttdx  sleep,  but  it  wa» 
a  night  of  celesiial  peaces  a  time  of  thanks- 
giving to .  her  God,  for  the  visible  demon- 
stration of  his  power  in  and  about  her; 
for  his.  stretched  out  arm  in  her  great  deli^ 
vemnce;  Jbr  the .  bountiful  provisions  he  had 
Blade  for  idl  tl^e  wints  of  her  soul  and  bodyiL 
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and^  in  a  woid,    for    all    lus   blessings    con* 
ferred  iqM>n  her. 

She  ira8»  sooner  than  expected,  lestored 
to  a  omnfortaUe  state  o£  health,  and  to 
that  life  of  charity  and  beneficenoev  which 
was  the  joy  of  her  \ieastt ;  hot  the  disorder^ 
repressed  only  for<  a  time^  appeared  again 
wiUi  new  malignity  i  and,  at  length,  put  a^ 
period  to  all  h^  sorrows,  H^  tamp  and 
her  hfe  were,  however,  to  be  ^ctingi|ished» 
together:  she  was  pious  and  beneficeirt  to 
the  last. 

A  short  time  before  her  departure,  im- 
pressed with  a  strong  sense*  of  Drrine  Grood** 
ness,  she  broke  out,  with  a  raised  accent, 
in  the  Mowing  manner  :•  <^  L^rd !  what 
is  it  that  I  see?  O  the  giieatness  of  the* 
glory  that  is  revealed  in  me  !  that  is  be^- 
fore  me  ! "  So  joyful  appears  to  havQ^ 
been  her  entrance  into  the  kingdom  of  her 
Lord  and  Saviour. — She  died  in  the  year 
1740. 
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The  truly  religious,  whose  evidences  of  a 
blessed  futurity  i^e  clear,  ratiooal^  aad  welt 
founded,  have,  at  times,  in  their  journey 
through  life,  a  tide  of  hope  and  joy  spring- 
ing l^p  in  thar  minds,  beyond  expression;  a 
feUpity  more  moving  ,and  satisfactory  than 
any  can  imdgim^  but  they  who  have^  in  some 
degree,  experienced  it^  .And  when  they  are 
just  entering  npoif.the  promised  iaad,  they 
are  soa^times  fiivoured  to  haine  the  splendour 
of  the  eternal  day  dawn  upon  them>  and  to 
shiue  as  tl^ugh  the  broMhes  of  tiiieir  shattered 
bodies ;  raising  in  their  spirits  such  ain .  eaimest^ 
of  happiness,  such  foretastes  of  joy,  as  enable 
them  to  pass  through:,  the  valley  of  death 
in  peace  and  triumph. .  WhfM^  a  f ioh  reward 
for  aU  the  crosses  and  conflicts  of  this  pco- 
batiaDaryseene^  an4JH>w  awv^ting  a  aonrce 
of  enoourageaftent,  dinring  our  pilgrimage^  to 
rise  above,  aiid  look  beyond^  all  the  trovibl^ 
of  tiine  I '        • 
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H.    HOUSMAN. 


There  are  few  greater  instances  of  the  happy 
power  of  religion  on  the  mind,  than  that  which 
was  exhibited  by  an  excellent  and  pious  woman 
of  the  name  of  Housman,  when  she  drew  near 
the  close  of  life. 

She  was  bom  at  Kidderminster,  of  religious 
parents,  who  early  instructed  her  in  the  duties 
of  religion.  By  her  diary,  it  appears  she  was 
brought  under  lively  impressions  of  divine  things, 
at  thirteen  years  of  age.  Fix)m  1711  >  when  her 
diary  begins,  to  1735,  the  time  of  her  death, 
her  life  seems  to  have  been  a  circumspect  walk- 
ing in  the  fear  of  God.  The  following  account 
of  her  last  illness  and  death,  was  drawn  up  by 

« 

a  person  who  attended  her  throughout. 

From  the  time  of  her  first  seizure,  she  was 
exercised  with  very  violent  pains,  without  any 
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intenniflsion  till  her  death;  such  as»  she  would 
often  say,  she  thought  she  could  not  have 
borne :  <'  But^''  said  she,  '<  Grod  is  good ;  verily 
he  is  good  to  me  f  Through  life  I  have  found 
him  a  good  and  gracious  God/' 

When   recovering   from   extreme   pain   she 
ssud :   '*  God  is  good ;  I  have  found  him  so ; 

and  though  he  slay  me,  yet  I  will  trust  in 
him.  These  pains  make  me  love  my  Lord 
Jesus  the  better.  O  they  put  me  in  mind 
of  what  he  suffered,  to  purchase  salvation  for 
iny  poor  soul !  Why  for  me.  Lord !  why  for 
me,  the  greatest  of  sinners?  Why  for  me, 
who  so  long  refused  the  rich  offers  of  thy 
grace,  and  the  kind  invitations  of  the  Gospd  ? 
How  many  helps  and  means  have  I  enjoyed 
more  than  many  others;  yea,  aboye  most! — 
I  had  a  religious  father  and  mother;  and  I 
had  access  to  a  valuable  minister,  to  whom 
I  could  often  and  freely  open  my  mind.  I 
have  lived  in  a  golden  age.  I  have  lived  in 
peaceable  times,  and  have  enjoyed  great  ad- 
vantages and  helps  for  communion  with  God, 
and  the  peace  of  my   own  mind ;   for  which 
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I  owe  my  graeions  God  and. Father  mord 
praises  than  words  caa  express.  Bless  the 
Lord,  O  my  soul,  and  all  that  is  within  me; 
bless  his  holy  name !  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my 
seal,  and  forget  not  all,  or  any,  of  his  bene* 
fits!*' 

* 

When  any  were  weeping  and  mourning  over 
her,  she  would  say :  '^  Weep  not  for  me :  it 
is  the  will  of  God;  therefore  be  content.  If 
it  may  be  for  his  honour  and  glory,  he  will 
spare  me  a  little  longer;  if  not,  I  am  wholly 
resigned  to  the  will  of  God.  I  am  content 
to  stay  here,  as  long  as  he  has  any  thing 
for  me  to  do,  or  to  suffer;  acul  I  am  willing 
to  go,  if  it  be  my  Father's  good  pleasOre. 
Therefore  be  content,  and  say,  *  It  is  the  Lord» 
let  him  do  what  seemeth  to  him  good^' 
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To  a  person  who  came  to  see  her,  she  said : 
"Cousin,  I  think  I  shall  die:, and  now,  what 
a  comfort  it  is,  that  I  am  not  afraid  of  death  i 
The  blood  of  Christ  cleanses  me  from  all  sin. 
But  mistake  me  not ;  there  must  be  a  life  and 
conversation  agreeable  to  the  Gospel,  or  else 


SS6  a  housMan. 

Mr  falUi  m  Christ  is  a  dead  faith.  Secure 
Christ  for  your  friend;  set  not  your  heart  on 
things  below :  riches  and  honours,  and  what 
the  worid  calls  pleasures,  are  ail  fading,  perish* 
ing  things/'  She  then  threw  out  her  hand, 
and  said ;  *^  O,  if  I  had  thousands  and  ten 
thousands  of  gold  and  silver  lying  by  me, 
what  coald  they  do  for  me,  now  I  am  dying  ? 
Take  the  advice  of  a  departing  friend  who 
wishes  yott  wdL  Do  not  set  your  affections 
on  riches,  or  on  any  thing  here  below.  Re^ 
member,    death    will  come  in  a  little  while, 

whether  you  are  ready  or  unready,  willing 
or  unwilling.  I  commend  you  to  God.  I 
hope,  in  a  short  time,  we  shall  meet  again, 
in  heaven,  that  place  of  perfect  rest,  peace, 
and  happiness.'' 

The  whole  time  of  her  sickness,  she  was  in 
a  cheerful,  thankful  frame  of  mind.  When 
she  was  cold,  and  had  something  warm  given 
to  her,  she  often  said :  "  Blessed  be  God  for 
all  his  mercies;  and  for  this  comfort  in  my 
af&iotion."  On  her  attendant's  warming  a 
piece  of  flannel^  and  putting  it  round  her  cold 
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habdsj  dhe  thanked  her  for  it;  and  said:  ^'O^ 
how  many  mercies  1  have  1  I  want  for  nothing. 
Here  is  every  thiilg  I  can  wish  for.  t  can 
sajy  I  never  wanted  any  good  thing.  I  wish 
only  for  a  tranquil  passage  to  glory.  It  was 
free  grace  that  plucked  me  from  the  very  hrink 
of  .hell  ^  and  it  is  the  power  of  divine  Grace^ 
that  has  supported  me  through  the  whole  of 
my  life.  Hitherto  I  can  say,  the  Lord  is 
gracious.  He  has  been  very  merciful  to  me, 
in  sustaining  me  under  all  my  trials.  The 
Lord  brings  aflliction>  but  it  is  not  because 
he  delights  to  afflict  his  children:  it  is  at  all 
times  for  our  profit.  I  can  say,  it  has  been 
good  for  me  to  be  afflicted;  it  has  enabled 
me  to  discern  things,  which,  when  t  was  in 
health,  I  could  not  perceive.  It  has  made 
me  see  more  of  the  vanity  and  emptiness  of 
this  world,  and  all  its  delusive  pleasures ;  for, 
at  best,  they  are  but  vanity.  I  can  say,  from 
my  own  experience,  I  have  found  them  to 
be  so  many  a  time." 

To  her  husband,  the  day  Wore  she  died, 
she  said :    «  My  dear,  I  think  I  am  going 
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apace;  sind  I  hope  yoa  will  be  satisfied,  be* 
cause  it  is  the  will  of  (rod.  You  have  at 
all  times  been  rery  loving  and  good  to  'me; 
and  I  thank  you  for  it  kindly:  and  now  I 
desire  you  freely  to  resign  me  to  God.  If 
God  sees  it  best  to  prolong  my  stay  here 
upon  earth,  I  am  willing  to  stay;  or  if  be 
sees  it  best  to  take  me  to  himself  I  am  will- 
ing to  go.  I  am  willing  to  be,  and  to  bear, 
what  may  be  most  for  his  glory/' 

The  evening  before  she  died,  she  found  death 
stealing  upon  her ;  and,  feeling  her  own  pulse, 
said:  "  Well,  it  will  be  but  a  little  wliile  before 
my  work  in  this  world  will  be  finished.  Then 
I  shall  have  done  with  prayer.  My  whole 
employment  in  heaven  will  be  praise  and 
love.  Here,  I  love  God  but  faintly,  yet,  I 
hope,  sincerely ;  but  there,  it  will  be  perfectly, 
I  shall  behold  his  face  in  righteousness;  fof 
I  am  thy  servant.  Lord  I  bought  with  blood, 
with  precious  blood.  Christ  died  to  purchase 
the  life  of  my  soul.  A  little  while,  and  then 
I  shall  be  singing  that  sweet  song,  ^  Blessing, 
and  honour,  and  glory,  and .  power,  be  unto 
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HtM  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne^  and  to  the 
LAMB  for  ever  ahd  ever/  ** 

With  smiles  in  her  face>  and  transports  of 
joy,  she  often  said :  ''  Come,  Lord  Jesus,  come 
quickly !  Why  tarry  the  wheels  of  thy  chariot  ? 
O  blessed  convoy  I  come  and  fetch  my  soul^ 
to  dwell  with  God,  and  Christy  and  perfect 
spirite,  for  ever  and  ever.  When  I  join  that 
blessed  society  above,  tbj  pleasures  will  never 
end.  O  the  glory  that  shall  be  set  on  the 
head  of  faith  and  love  I*' 

A  few  minutes  before  her  departure,  find- 
ing hersdf  going,  she  desired  to  be  lifted 
up.  When  this  was  done,  she  cheerfully  said: 
«*  Farewell  sin!  farewell  pains !"— and  so  finish- 
ed her  course  with  joy. 
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S2CTION  IV. 

DOCTOR  DODDRIDGE. 

Philip  Doddridge  was   bom  in  Londoiiy 

itt  the  year  1703.  His  parents,  who  were 
persons  of  great  worthy  brought  him  up  in 
an  early  knowledge  of  religion':  but  he  had 
the  misfortune  to  lose  them  before  he  ^  was 
fourteen  years  old.  This  circumstance  ex« 
cited  in  his  mind  very  serious  reflections^  which, 
however,  were  not  wh<>lly  of  a  gloomy  nature^ 
for  be  expressed  a  devout,  and  even  a  cheerful, 
trust  ia  the  protection  of  the  God  of  Merciei^ 
the  universal  Parent  of  mankind. 

He  diligently  improved  his  time,  and  was 
anxious  to  be  daily  advancing  in  knowledge, 
piety,  virtue,  and  usefulness.  He  possessed 
strong  powers  of  mind,  and,  by  unwearied 
application,  acquired  a  large  fund  of  sound 
and  elegant  learning.  His  publications,  which 
are  chiefly  on  religious    subjects,    have  been 
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emin/^ntly  useful  to  the  world.  By  his  literary 
acquisitions,  his  amiable  disposition,  aud  his 
desire  to  imbue  the  young  mind  with  know- 
ledge and  virtue,  he  was  qualified,  in  a  pecu- 
liar manner,  to  become  the  instructer  of  youth; 
and  for  many  years  he  superintended  a  very 
respectable  academy.  As  the  pastor  of  a  con- 
gregation, he  manifested  a  sincere  and  zealous 
regard  for  the  happiness  of  the  people  under 
his  care,  by  whom  he  was  greatly  honoured 
and  bek>ved« 

He  possessed  many  virtues;  but  the  prime 
and  leading  feature  of  his  soul,  was  devotion. 
He  was  very  solicitous  to  preserve  and  cultivate 
an  habitual  sense  of  the  Supreme  Being;  to 
maintain  and  increase  the  ardour  of  religion 
in  his  heart;  and  to  prepare  himself,  by  d^ 
vout  efercises,  for  the  important  labours  of 
his  station.  Nor  was  it  to  his  secret  retire- 
ments that  his  piety  was  limited :  it  was  mani- 
fested in  every  part  of  the  day,  and  appeared 
in  his  usual  intercourse  with  men.  In  the 
little  vacancies  of  time  which  occur  to  the 
busiest  of  mankind,  he  was  frequently  lifting 
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up  his  soul  to  God*  When  he  lectured  <m 
philosophy^  history,  anatomy,  or  other  subjects 
not  immediately  theological^  he  would  endea* 
v^ur  to  graft  some  religious  instructions  upon 
them,  that*  he  xpight  rais^  the  minds  of  his 
pi^pils  to  deyotion,  as  well  as  to  knowledge: 
and  in  his  visits  to  bis  people,  the  Christian 
friend  and  minister  were  united^ 

The  piety  of  Pr.  Doddridge  wfu;  accon;ipanie4 
with  the  warmest  benevolence  to  his  fellow- 
creatures.  No  one  could  more  strongly  feel, 
that  the  love  of  God  must  t>e  united  with 
loye  to  man.  Nor  was  this  a  principle  that 
rested  in  kind  wishesi,  and  pathetic  feeUugs 
for  the  happiness  of  others ;  but  it  was  mani-^ 
fested  in  th^  most  active  exertions  for  their 
welfare.  No  schema  of  dping  good  was  ever 
suggested  to  him,  into  which  he  did  not  enter 
with  ardour.  But  the  generosity  of  his  mind 
was  the  most  displayed,  when  any  plans  of 
propagating  religion,  and  of  spreading  th^ 
(jrospel,-  an^ong  those  who  wer^  strangers  to, 
it,  were .  proposed.  In  every  thing  of  this 
kifxdj  l\e  wa^s,  always  rpa(J^  to  t^k,^  th^  lead. 
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a$id  was  ardent  in  endeavouring  to  inspire  hii 
friends  witti  the  same  spirit. 

He  was  of  a  weak  and  delicate  bodily  con- 
stitution; and  a  severe  cold'  whrqh  he  caught 
about  the  forty  eighth  year  of  his  age^  brought 
on  a  consumption  of  the  lungs.  The  nearer 
he  approached  to  his  dissolution^  the  more 
plainly  was  observed  his  continual  improve- 
ment in  a  spiritual  and  heavenly  temper. 
Indeed^  he  seemed-  to  have  risen  above  the 
world,  and  to  be  daily  breathing  after  immor* 
tality.  This  disposition  of  his  mind  was  ar- 
dently expressed  in  several  of  his  letters;,  and 
it  is  manifest  from  his  will,  which  .  was .  made 
at  this  time,  and  is  prefaced  in  the  following 
language.  ^'  Whereas  it  is  customary  on  these 
occasions  to  begin  with  commending  the  soul 
into  the  hands  of  God^  through  Christ;  I  do 
it,  not  in  mere  form,  but  with  sincerity  and 
joy:  esteeming  it  ihy  greatest  happiness,  that 
I  am  taught  and  encouraged  to  do  it,  by 
that  glorious  Gospel,  which,  having  most  as- 
suredly believed  it,  I  have  spent  my  life  in 
preaching  to  others;   and. which  I  esteem  an 
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infinitely  greater  treasure  than  all  my  little 
worldly  store,  or  po^ession^  tei^  t^iousand 
times  greater  than  in^i^e/'* 

Having  made  trial  of  the  waters  of  Bristo}» 
and  his  health  still  continuing  more  and  more 
to  decline,  he  was  advised  by  his  physi(»an» 
and  friends,  as  the  last  resort  in  so  threaten^ 
ing  a  disorder,  to  remove  to  a  warmer  clipaate. 
Jle  accordingly  went  to  Lisbon.— His  resign 
nation  to  the  Pivine  disposal  is  strongly  marked 
in  a  letter  which  he  wrQte  soon  after  his  arri* 
val  there.  After  mentioning  his  great  weakness 
and  danger,  he  added ;  **  Nevertbel^s,  I  bless 
God,  the  most  ui\dislurbed  serenity  continues 
in  my  mind,  and  my  strength  hol^s  proportioi^ 
to  my  day.  I  still  hope  and  trust  ^n  Qod,^ 
and  joyfully  acquiesce  in  all  he  m?y  dp  with 
me.  When  you  seie  my  deair  friends  of  the 
congregation,  inform  theni  of  my  circumstances,^ 
and  assure  them,  tl^at  I  cheerfully  submit  my- 
^e]f  \o  Goid.  If  I  desire  life  Viay  b,e  irestoi;edjj 
it  is  chiefly  ^hat  it  may  be  employed  in  serving 
Christ  among  them.  J,  am  enabled,  by  faith, 
tft  look  upon  dea^^ti  ^.  an  enemy  that  s^a^l 
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be  destroyed ;  and  can  eheepfiilly  leave  my 
dear  Mrs.  Doddridge  a  tridow  in  a  strange 
land,  if  snch  be  the  appointment  of  our 
l^eayenly  Father.  I  hope  I  have  done  my 
duty;  and  (he  {.ord  do  as  ^eemeth  good  iQ 
his  sight." 

Change  of  climate  did  not  produce  the  de* 
sired  effect,  and  Dr.  Doddridge  continued  gra« 
dually  to  weakeq,  till  death  put  a  period  to. 
his  afflictions.  In  his  last  hours,  he  preservejf 
the  same  calmness,  vigour,  and  joy  of  mind, 
whiph  he  had  fek  and  e^^pressed  through  th^ 
whole  of  his  illness,  Tl^e'  only  pain  he  bad 
in  the  thought  of  dying,  was  the  fear  Qf  that 
grief  apd  distress  which  his  wife  would  suffeir 
from  his  removal.  To  his  children,  his  con-! 
gregation,  and  his  friends  in  generfJ,  he  de- 
sired to  be  remembered  in  the  most  affec- 
tionate manner;;  nor  d^d  he,  in  the  effusion^ 
of  his  pious  benevolence,  forget  the  family 
where  he  lodged,  or  his  own  servant.  Many 
devout  scntimients  and  aspirations  were  uttered 
by  him:  but  the  heart  of  his  wife  was  toQ 
fliqch   siffected  witl^  \y\%  approaching  cbangCj, 
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to  be  able  to  recollect  them  distinctly.  Though 
he  died  in  a  foreign  land^  and^  in  ^  certain 
seasej  among  strangers^  his  decease  was  em^^ 
balmed  with  manj  tears  ^, 


*  A  jodiciooB  lift  of  this  excellent  man,  written  by 
Br.  Kippi8>  »  prefixed  to  the  first  Tolume  of  Dr.  Dod- 
bidge's  Family  Expositor, 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

lOVff,  DUKB  or  ORLEANS— p^OAME  JBNYNS LOU)  LTTTELTOH 

JONAS     HANWAY ANTHONY     BENEZET— -pJAMES    BEEYBT 

•I — rALTAIfONT^  OR  THE   D^ATH   OF  T^E  LIBERTINE, 


SECTION  I. 

LOUIS,  PUKE  OF  ORLEANS. 

JLouis,  DUKE  OF  Orleans,    first  prince  of 

the  blood  royal  of  France,  and  highly  distin- 
guished for  piety  and  learning,  was  born  at 
Versailles,  in  the  year  1703.  He  was  the  son  of 
Philip,  duke  of  Orleans,  regent  of  France;  and 
of  Mary  Frances  of  Bourbon.  He  discovered. 
In  his  very  childhood,  a  reverence  for  religion, 
^  shining  genius,  and  an  enlarged  undei-stand-e 
ing.  At  an  early  age  he  became  sensible  of 
the  vanity  of  titles,  pre-eminence,  and  all  the 
splendour  of  life*  He  proposed  to  himself  a 
flew   mode  of    conduct,   which    he  afterwards 
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pursued,  dividing  his  time  between  the  duties 
peculiar  to  his  rank,  the  exercises  of  a  Christian, 
frnd  the  studies  which  improve  the  mind.  He 
was,  in  every  respect,  a  pattern  of  self-denial^ 
of  piety,  and  of  virtue* 

His  religion  was  not  merely  contemplative; 
for  he  possessed  a  most  extensive  charity,  and 
an  enlightened  zeal  for  the  public  good.  The 
indigent  of  every  age,  sex,  and  condition, 
excited  his  compassionate  regard.  He  daily 
heard  their  complaints,  in  one  of  the  halls 
of  the  convent  of  St.  Genevieve;  he  sympa- 
thized with  them;  he  allevis^ted  their  distresses. 
When  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  dismiss  them 
entirely  satisfied,  his  heart  seemed  to  grant 
what  necessity  obliged  him  to  refuse.  It  is 
hardly  to  be  imagined  what  sums  this  pious 
prince  expended,  in  placing  children  for  edu- 
cation in  colleges  and  nunneries,  in  portioning 
young  women,  endowing  nuns,  putting  boys 
apprentices,  or  purch^ing  for  them  their  free- 
dom ;  in  setting .  up  unfortunate  tradesmen  in 
business  again,  and  preventing  the  ruin  of 
others;  in  restoring  and  supporting  nQblemen's 


LDUIS,  DUKE  OF  ORLEANS.  349 

;  in  relieving  the  sick,  dnd  payhig  suc^ 
geons  for  their  attendance  on  them.  Very 
often,  accompanied  by  a  single  servant,  he 
sought  after  poor  persons,  in  chambers  and 
garrets  $  and  kindly  administered  to  their  wants. 
He  made  great  improvements  in  phjrsic,  agri« 
cnkore,  arts,  and  manu&ctnres.  He  parchasedj 
and  published,  a  variety  of  nsefiil  remedies* 
His  gardens  were  filled  with  medicinal  jrfants 
of  all  sorts,  brought  fipom  the  most  distant 
climates. 

The  delight  he  found  in  piety  aijd  devotion^ 
he  used  thus  to  express :  ^'  I  know,  by  ex* 
perience,  that  sublunary  grandeur  and  suW 
hmafy  pleasure,  are  delusive  and .  vain ;  <tnd 
are  always  infinitely  below  the  conceptions 
we  form  of  them :  but,  on  the  contrary,  siich 
happiness,  and  such  .complacency,  may  be 
found  in  devotion  and  piety,  as  the  sensual 
mind  has  no  idea  of." 

In  his  last  illness,  perceiving  that  death 
was  approaching,  he  prepared  for  it  with 
the    greatest    fortitude    and    composure;    and 
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spoke  of  it^  as  of  the  demise,  of  another 
person.  .In  his  will^  he  expatiated^  in  the 
most  patht^tic  manner^  on  his  belief  in  th<G| 
resarrection.    . 

At  the  concluding  period  of  life»  Us 
nund  seemed  filled  with  the  love  of  God;, 
imd  he  implored,  with  the. utmost  earnestness, 
the  Divine  blessing  for  his  son^  the  duke  of 
Chartres*  ^*I  have  a  son,''  said  he  to  the 
minister  who  attended  him,  <'  whom  I  amr 
going  to  commend  to  the  all-perfect  Being. 
I  entreat  God  that  his  natural  virtues  may 
become  Christian  graces ;  that  the  qualities 
which  gain  him.  ^teem^  may  .be  serviceable 
to  his  salvation;  that  his  love  for  the  king, 
and  his  love  for  me,  may  be  the  blossoms  of 
that  immortal  charity,  which  the  holy  spirits 
and  blessed  angels  enjoy «!V 

\ 

Thus  died  this  truly  Christian  prince,  in  the 
forty  ninth  year  of  his  age. 
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SoAM£  Jenyns  was  bora  ^a  London^  In  the 
year  1704.  He  was  carefully  educated  in  hia 
father's  house,  till  he  Went  to  the  university 
of  Cambridge,  where  he  studied  very  diligently 
for  several  years.  In  1741  he  represented  Cam^* 
bridge  in  parliament ;  where  he  continued  to 
sit,  chidly  for  that  place,  but  twice  for  others 
till  I780«  In  17^^  he  was  appointed  one  of 
the  lords  of  trade ;  which  ofl&ce  he  held,  during 
every  chmige  of  administration,  till  it  was  abo- 
lished in  1780. 

His  character  appeal^  to  have  been  amiable 
and  respectable.  As  an  author,  he  attained 
no  small  degree  of  reputation,  by  fine  talents 
which  had  every  aid  that  useful  and  polite 
learning    could    bestow.      He   had   a   critical 

a 

judgment,   an  elegant  taste,  and  a  rich  vein 
of  wit  and  humour.    His  *^  View  of  the  in- 
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teraal  evidences  of  the  Christian  religion/' 
abounds  with  just  and  important  observations. 
It  was  written  under  a  full  conviction  of  the 
truth  of  the  Christian  dispensation^  and  from 
a  sincere  zeal  for  its  service. 

On  his  deatii*bed,  it  is  t^aid  that^  ih  looking 
over  his  life,  he  particularly  rejoiced  m  the 
belief,  that  his  *'  View  of .  the  internal  Evi- 
idences,''  had  been  useful.  He  spoke  of  his 
death  in  such  a  manner  as  showed  he  was 
prepared  to  die«  A  very  honouriable  testimony 
to  his  taletits  and  merit,  wite  inscribed  in  the 
register  of  Bottisham^  by  Williatn  Lort  Mansell, 
his  paril^h  tninister.  '^  He  regrets  the  loss  of 
one  of  the  most  aikiiable  of  men,  and  one  of 
the  truest  Christians; — a   man   who  possessed 

the  finest  understanding  united  to  the  best 
heart/' 

The  following  seiitimetlts  of  Soame  Jenyns, 
on  the  excellence  of  the  spirit  aiid  precepts 
of  the  Gospel,  appear  to  have  been  formed 
so  much  under  the  influence  of  true  religion, 
and  contain  so  strong  a  testimony  in  favour 
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o£  its  divine  efficacy^  that  thejr  claim  a  place 
in  this  coUecti(m« 

"Let  us  exmaae,*'  says  he/  "  what  are  the 
new  precepts  in  the  Christian  Rdigion,  which 
peculiarly  correspond  with  its  objeet,  the  pre- 
paring us  for  the  kingdom  of  hearen.  Of 
lliese,  the  chief  are,  poorness  of  spirit^  for-r 
givenara  of  injuries,  and  charity  to  all  men: 
to  these,  we  may  add  repentance,  faith,  s^f-^^ 
idiasement,  and  a  detachment  from  the  wQrld$ 
all  moral  duties  peculiar  to  this  religion,  bvA 
absolutely  necessary  to  the  attainment  of  its 

^*  Blessed  Bge  the  poor  ia  spirit ;  for  theirs 
is  the  ku^dom  of  heaven."  By  which  poor* 
nesB  of  qpirit,  is  to  be  understood,  a  disposition 
of  mind,  meek»  humble,  submissive  to  power, 
V£»d  of  aflibition,  patient  of  injuries,  and  free 
from  all  resentment*  Thi$  was  so  pew,  and 
so  opposite  to  the  ideas  of  all  Pagan  moralists, 
tiurt  they  thought  this  temper  of  mind  a  cri- 
nnml  90A  contemptible  meanness,  which  must 
induce  n^en  to  sacrifice  tbe  glory  of  their  cpun-> 

Aa 
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try,  and  their  own  honcmr  to  a  shameful  pusil^ 
lanimity ;    and  such  it   appears  to  almost  all 
who  are  called  Christians^  even  at  this  day^ 
who  not  only  fejefct  it  in  practice,  but  dis- 
avow it  in  principle,  notwithstanding  this  tx^- 
plicit  declaration    of   their   master.      We. see 
them  revenging  the  smallest  affronts  by  pre- 
meditated murder,  as  individuals^  onprincipleflr 
of  honour;  and,   in  thek  national  capacities, 
destroying    each   other   with  fire  and   sword, 
for  the  low  considerations  of  commeroal  in-, 
terests,  the  balance  of    rival  powers,    or  the. 
ambition  of  princes : '  we  see  them,  with,  tbetf . 
last  breath,  animating  each  other  to  a  savage ' 
revenge;    and,  in  the  agonies  of  death,  plun- 
ging, with  feeble  arins,  their  daggers  intd^  the 
hearts  of  their  opponents:   and,  what  is  stili. 
worse,  we  bear  all  these  barbarisqais  celebrated* 
by  historians;   jQattered  by  poets;   aj^auded' 
in  theatres ;    approved  in  senates ;   and  ev^i 
sanctified  in  pulpits !  But  universal  practice  can- 
not alter  the  nature  qi  things;  nor  universal 
error  change  the  nature  of  truth.    Pride  was 
not  made  for  man;   but  humility,  meeloiess, 
and  resignation,  that  is,  poorness  of  spirit. w^ 
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made  for  mabj  and  properly  belongs  to  his: 
dependent  and  precarious  situation;  and  is 
the  only  disposition  of  mind>  which  can  enable 
him  to  enjoy  ease  and  qniet  here^  and  hap-* 
piness  hereafter.  Yet  was  this  important  pre* 
cept  entirely  unknown^  until  it  was  promuU 
gated  by  him  who  said ;  *  Suffer  little  children 
to  come  unto  me^   and  forbid  them  not  i   for 

« 

of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven:  verily  I 
say  unta  you,  whoever  shall  not  receive  the 
kingdom  of  God  as  a  Kttle  child,  he  shall 
not  enter  therein/ 

Another  precept,  equally  new,  and  no  less 
excdlent,    is,    forgiveness    of    injuries.      "  Ye 
have    heard,"     says    Christ    to    his   disciples, 
**  Thou  shalt  love    thy  neighbour,    and    hate  ^ 
thine  enemy:  but  I  say  unto  you,  love  your 
enemies;  bless  them  that  curse  you;  do  good 
to  them  that  hate  you;   and  pray  for  them 
who  despitefttlly  use  you,  and  persecute  you." 
— ^This  was  a  lesson  so  new,  and  so  utterly - 
unknown,    till  taught  by  his   doctrines,    and  <  ^ 
enforced  by  his  example,  that  the  wisest  moral*  > 
ists  of  the  wisest  nations  and  ages,  represented 
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the  desire  of  revenge  as  a  mark  of  a  ntfUe 
mind,  and  the  accomptisbment  ei  it  as  one 
of  the  chief  felicities  attendant  on  a  fortunate 
man.      But  how    much    more   magnanhnow^. 
how  much  more  beneficial  to  mankind,  is  for- 
giveness!    It  is  more  magnanimoos,  because, 
every  generous  and  exalted  disposiiion  of  the 
human  mind  is  requiute  to  the  practice  of  it  >: 
for  these  alone  can  enable  us  to  bear  the  Wrongs 
and  insults  of  wickedness  and  folly,  with  pft» 
tience,  and  to  loc^  down  on  the  perpetmtors 
of  them,  with  pity,  rather  Uian  itidignatioti  ^ 
these  alone  can  teach  us,  that  such  are  but 
a  part  of  those  offerings  albtted  to  us  in  this 
state  of  probation  j  and  to  know,  that. to  over'^ 
come  evil  with  good,  is  the  most  glorious  aS 
all  victories.    It  is  the  most  bendficial^  because 
this  amiable  conduct  alone  cam  put  an  end 
to  a  continual  succestton  of  injuries  Baai  re- 
tsdiations;  fw  every  retaliation  becomes  a  Hew 
ilijury,  and  requires  another  act  of  revenge  for 
satisfaction.    But  would  we  observe  this  salu- 
tary precept,  «« to  love  e«r  enemies,,  and  to 
do  good  to  those   wha  despitefiilly  nie.nsi,"' 
this  obstinate  benevolence  would  at  last  eod^ 
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qaet  tbe  most  invvierate  hearts^  and  we  should 
hwe  no  enemies  to  forgive.  How  much  mor? 
exalted  a  character^  therefore,  is  a  ChristiaQ 
fnaiiyr,  snffeting  mih  resignation,  and  praying 
"Sot  the  guilty,  than  that  of  a  Pagan  hero, 
breathing  rerenge,  and  destroying  the  innocent  | 
<Yet,  noUe  and  jusefiil  as  this  yirtue  i8>  before 
^the  sqppearanoe  of  this  religion,  it  was  not 
only  unfpraotised,  but  decried  in  prindple,  as 
mean  and  ignominious,  tiiough  so  obvious  a 
femfiij  for  most  c£  the  miseries  of  this  life, 
and  4IO  necessary  a  <|ualificatiQii  for  the  hap* 
piness  of  the  next* 

Repetttance  is  another  new  moral  duty  stre- 
nuously insasted  on  by  this  reiigian.  But  no 
repentance  can  remove  our  depravity,  nnlesR^ 
it  be  such  as  entirely  changes  the  nature  and 
disposition  pf  the  oifend^;  which,  in  th(e  Ian* 
*^gttage  of  Sci^ipture,  is  catted--*^'  Being  bom 
•again/*  Mere  lioptrition  for  past  cnm^  and 
even  the  piidon  of  them,  cannot  dfect  this^ 
unless  it  operate  to  this  entire  conveision,  or 
new  birth,  as  it  is.  properly  and  emphatically 
named;  for  sorrow  can  no  more  purify  a  mind 

Aa  3 


S58  80AME  JENYNS^ 

corrapted  by  a  long  continuance  in  victons 
habits,  than  it  can  restore  health  to  a  body 
distempered  by  a  long  course  of  vice  and 
intemperance.  Hence  also,  eyery  one  .  ivhq  is 
in  the  least  acquainted  with  himsd[f,  may  judge 
of  the  reasonableness  of  the  hope  that  is  in 
him,  and  of  his  situation  in  a  future  statie^ 
by  his  present  condition.  If  he  feels  in  him* 
'self  a  tempier  proud,  turbulent,  vindictive^  and 
malevolent,  and  a  violent  attachment  to  the 
^pleasures  or  business  of  the  world,  he  may  be 
'  assured  that  he  must  be  excluded  from  the 
kingdom  of  heaven ;  not  ouly  because  his  con- 
duct can  attract  no  such  reward;  but  because^ 

-i£  admitted,  he  would  find  there  no  Objects 
satisfactory  to  hi$  pai^oqs^  mcUQ^I^ioWr  ^(1 
pursuit3* 

4 

Faith  is  another  moral  duty  enjoined  by  this 
institution,  and  recommended  in  the  New  Testa^ 
.  ment;  where,  in  general,  it  signifies  an  faumhl?^ 
.teachable,  and  candid  disposition,  a  trust  in 
God,  and  confidence  in  his  declarations  and 
promises;  an4  it  is  always  a  direct  contrfU|t 
to  pride,  obstinacy,  and  self-conceit 
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Self-abaseineot  is  auother  moral  duty  incul- 
cated by  this  religion  only;  which  requires  us 
to  impute  even  our  own  virtues^  to  the  grace 
and  favour  of  our  Creator ;  and  to  aqlpiiowlcdge, 
that  we  can  do  nothing  good  by  our  own 
powers^  unless  assisjteid  by  bis  over-ruling  in- 
Hueuc^.     Tbis  doctrine  seems^  at  first  sights 

to  infringe  on  our  free^will^  and  to  deprive 
us  of  all  nierit;  but^  on  a  closer  examination^ 
the  trutb  of  It  ^may  be  demonstrated  both  by 
reason  and  experience:  it  is  evident  that^  in 
fact,  it  does  not  impair  the  one,  or  depreciate 
the  other;  and  that  it  is  productive  of  so.  much 
humility,  resignation,  and  dependence  on  God, 
that  it  justly  claims  a  place  amongst  th^  ingijit 
iUustrjious  oiors^  virtues^ 

Detachment  from  the  world  is  another  moral 
virtue  constituted  by  this  religion  alone;  90 
new,  that,  even  at  this  day,  few  of  its  pro- 
.fessors  can  be  persuaded  that  it  is  required, 
or  that  it  is  any  virtue  at  all.  By  ibis  detach- 
ment from  the  worlds  is  n<^  to  be  understood 
a  seclusion  from  society,  abstraction  from  all 
business,  ot  retiippaent  to  a  gloomy  cloister. 
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Industry  and  labour,  cheerfulness  and  hospi- 
tality, are  frequently  recommended  j  lior  is  the 
acquisition  of  wealth  and  honours  prohibited^ 
'  if  they  can  be  obtained  by  honest  means,  and 
a  moderate  degree  of  attention  and  care:  but 
roch  an  unremitted  anxiety,  and  perpetual 
application,  as  engross  our  whole  time  and 
thoughts,  are  forbidden;  because  they  are  in-* 
compatible  with  th6  spirit  of  this  religion,  and 
must  utterly  disqualify  us  for  the  attainmetit 
of  its  great  end.  We  toil  on  in  the  vain  pur- 
suits and  frivolous  occupations  of  the  worlds 
die  in  our  harness,  and  then  expect,  if  no 
gigantic  crime  stand  in  the  way,  to  step  im- 
mediately into  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  but 
without  a  previous  detachment  from  the  busi- 
liess  of  this  world,  we  cannot  be  prepared 
for  the  happiness  of  another.— Yet  this  could 
make  no  part  c^  the  morality  of  Pagans,  because 
♦heir  virtues  were  altogether  connected  with 
this  business,  and  consisted  chiefly  in  conduct- 
ing it  with  honour  to  themselves,  and  benefit 

5  -  ■  ■ 

to  the  public.  Christianity  has  a  nobler  object 
in  view,  which,  if  liot  attended  to,  must  be; 
lost  for  even     This   object  is   that  celestii^ 
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maiision>  of  which  we  sbould  never  lose  sight, 
and  ^  whicli  we  should  be  ever  advancing, 
during  our  journey  through  life :  but  this  by 
no  means  precludes  us  from  performing  the 
business,  or  enjoying  the  amusements,  of  tra- 
vellers, provided  they  detain  us  not  too  long^ 
nor  lead  us  out  of  our  way. 

Another  precept,  first  noticed  and  first^  en-* 
joined  by  this  institution,  is,  charity  to  all  men. 
What  this  is,  we  may  best  learn  from  the  ad* 
mirable  description,  contained  in  the  following 
words:  ^<  Charity  sttfFeieth  long,  and  is  kinds 
charity  envieth  not;  charity  vaunteth  not  it* 
self;  is  not  puffed  up;  doth  not  behave  its^f 
unseemly;  seeketh  not  her  own;  is  not  easily 
provoked;  tlunketh  no  evil;  rejoiceth  not  in 
iniquity,  but  rejoiceth  in  the  truth;  beareth 
all  things;  believeth  all  things ;  hopeth  all 
things;  endureth  all  things."  Here  we  have 
an  accurate  delineation  of  this  bright  constel- 
lation of  all  virtues;  which  consist  not,  as 
many  imagine,  in  the  building  of  monasteries, 
endowment  of  hospitals,  or  the  distribution  of 
alms;   but  in  such  an  amiable  disposition  of 
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^mind,  as  exercises  itself  every  haa^^  in  apts  of 
kindness^  patienc^9  complacency,  and  bepie- 
volence  to  all  around  us^  and  which  alone 
is  able  to  promote  happiness  in  the  present 
life,  or  render  us  capable  of  receiving  it  in  * 
^another* — And  yet  this  is  totdly  new,  and  so 
it  is  declared  to  be,  by  the  Author  of  it;  ^VA 
new  commandment  I  give  unto  you,  that  ye 
love  erne  another;  as  I  have  l9ved  you,  that 
ye  love  one  another :  by  this  sjiall  sdl  men 
J^now  that  ye  are  ^  my  disciples,  if  ye  h$gre 
love  one  to  another/'  This  benevolent  di$r 
position  is  made  the  great  characteristic  of  a 
Christian,  the  test  of  his  obedience,  and  thp 
mark  by  which  he  i|;i  to  be  distinguished. 

^^  This  love  for  each  other,  is  that  charity 
Just  now  described,  and  contains  all  those  qua- 
lities which  are  there  attributed  jto  it ;  hjimility, 
patience,  meekness,  and  beneficence:  without 
which  we  must  live  in  perpetual  <iiscord,  and 
consequently  cannot  pay  obedience  to  this 
commandment  of  loving  one  another:  a  cpm- 
mandment  so  sublime,  so  rational,  and  so  bene- 
ficial,  so  wisely  calculated  tp  cprrect  the  de- 
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pravity,   diminish  the  wickedness^    and  abate 
the  miseries  of   human    nature,    that  did  we 
universally  comply  with  it^    we    should  soon 
he  relieved  from  all   the    inquietudes   arising 
from  our  own  unruly  passionsi    anger,  envy, 
revenge,    malice,    and   ambition;    as  well  as 
from  all  those  injuries,  to  which  we  are  per- 
petually exposed,  fropi  the  indulgence  of  the 
same  passions  in  others*.    It  would  also  pre- 
serve our  minds  in  such  a  state  of  tranquillity^ 
and  so  prepare  them  for  the  kingdom  of  heaveu, 
that  we  should  slide  out  of  a  life  of  peace,  love, 
,  and  boGievolence,  into  that  celestial  society^  by 
.  ^  almost  imperceptible  transition/' 


(  ««*  *) 


SECTION  in. 

I 

LORO  LYTTELTON. 

GjK)RG£  Lyttelton,  the  son  of  sir  Thomas 
l^yttdton,  of  Hagley  in  Worcestershire,  was 
'bom  m  1709.  He  was  educated  at  Eton, 
nemd  was  so  much  distinguished  there>  that  his 
'exercises  were  recommended  as  models  to  his 
6chool-feHows. ,  At  the  university  of  Oxford^ 
wher^  his  education  was  completed^  he  pur- 
sued his  classical  studies  with  uncommon  avi? 
dity  and  success;  and  retained  the  same  re- 
putation of  superiority. 

As  a  writer^  both  in  prose  and  verse^  lord 
Lyttelton  attained  considerable  eminence ;  and, 
by  his  great  abilities  and  integrity^  became 
highly  useful  to  his  country. 

In  the  pride  of  juvenile  confidence,  with 
the  help  of  corrupt  conversation,  he  had  en- 
tertained doubts  of  the  truth  of  Christianity; 
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Imt  uhont  the  thirty  eighth  year  of  his  age^ 
he  thought  the  time  come  ivheu  it  was  ik>) 
longer  fit  to  doabt  or  bdieve  by  chance,  aad 
applied  himself  seriously  to  the  great  question. 
His  studies,  being  honest,  ended  in  convic- 
tion. He  found  that  religion  was  true,  and 
what  he  had  learned  he  ettdeavonred  ^  to 
teach*  by  <<  Ohoemtiom  on  the  CoinFertioik 
of  St.  Pad;*'  a  treatise  to  which  infideUty; 
has  never  been  able  to  fabricate  a  specioii^ 
ai»werr  This  bock  his  fiaUher  had  the  hap*- 
piness  of  seeing,  and  .eaqpressed  his  |rfea«. 
sure,  in  a  letter  which  deserves  to  be  in« 
sertedi 


^<  I  hare  read  your  religtous  treatise,  witb 
infinite  pleasure  and  satis£Eu;tion.  The  style 
is  fine  and  clear,  the  argmnents  close,  cogent^ 
and  irrastsdble.  May  the  King  of  kings^: 
wboae  gloriMs  cause  you  have  so  well  defended*; 
reward  your  pious  labours)  and  grant  that  I^ 
may  be  found  worthy,  through  the  merits  of 
Jesus  Christ,  to  be  an  eye-witness  of  that  hap- 
piness, which  I  do  not  doubt  he  will  bounti- 
fully bestow  upon  you«     In  the  mean  tirae« 
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I  shall  never  cease  glorifying  God,  for  having* 
Widowed  yott  with  such  useful  talents,  and 
giv€n  me  so  good  a  son. 

Your  affectionate  &ther,   . 

Thomas  Lyttelton." 

After  a  life  spent  in  honourable  pursuits,  this 
distinguished  person  was  seized  with  a  severe 
illness,  about  the  sixty  fourth  year  of  his  age, 
which  soon  proved  mortal.  Of  his  death  a 
very  affecting  and  instructive  account  has  been 
given  by  his  physician. 

''  On  Sunday  evening  the  symptoms  tff  his 
lordship's  disorder,  which  for  a  week  past  had 
alarmed  us,  put  on  a  fatal  af^pearance ; .  and 
.his  lordship  believed  himself  to  be  a  dying 
man.  From  this  time  he  suffered  by  restless- 
ness, rather  than  pain.  Though  his  nerves  were, 
apparently  much  fluttered,  his  mental  (aculttes 
never  seemed  stronger,  when  he  was  thproughly 
awake." 


**  Though  his  lordship  wijsrhed  his  approach- 
ing dissolution  not  to  be  lingering,  he  waited 
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for  it  with  resignatidiu  He  said^  ^  It  is  a  folly/ 
a  keeping  m6  in  misery^  now  to  attempt  to 
prdong  life ;'  yet  '  he  was  easily  persuaded^ 
for*  the  satisfiiction  of  othefti,  to  do  or  take, 
any  thii^  thought  proper  for  him.  On 
Saturday  he  had  been  remarkably  better^ 
and  we  were  not  without  some  hopes  of  his 
recovery. 

*'  On  Sunday,  libont  eleven  in  the  forenoon^ 
his  lordship  sent  for  me :  he  said  he  felt  a 
great  hurry  of  spirits,  and  wished  to  have  a 
little  conversation  with  me,  in  order  to  divert 
it.  He  then  proceeded  to  open  the  foimtitin 
of  that  heart,  from  whence  goodness  had  so 
long  flowed,  as  from  a  copious  spring.  ,  *  Whea 
I>fii»t  set  out  in  the  world,'  said  he,  ^I  had 
friends  who  endeavoured  to  shake  my  belief 
in  the  Christian  religion.  I  saw  difficulties 
which  Staggered  me ;  but  I  kept  my  mind 
open  to  conviction.'  The  evideoces  tlnd  doc-^ 
trines  of  Christianity,  studied  with  attention, 
jnadie  me  a  most  firm'  and  persuaded  believer 
of  the  Chrisliaa  re^ioui  I  have  made  it  the 
rule  of  my  life^  and  it  is  the  ground  of  my. 


dG8'  LORD  LYTfELTQir« 

future  hopes.  '  X  kave  erred  and  umied ;  Imt 
faaVe  rqpcttted^  and  never  indulgfed  any  vicious 
habit.  In  polities,  and  public  life,  I  have 
mad6  public  good  the  rule  of  my  conduct. 
I  never  gave  counsels  which  I  did  not  at  the 
tone  think  die  best  I  hiave  seen  that  I  was 
scHonetimei  in  the  wnuig^  but  I  did  not  en^ 
designedly.  I  have  endeavoured^  in  private, 
life,  to  do  ail  the  good  in  my  powar;  and 
never  for  a  moment  could  indulge  malicious 
or  unjust  designs  ^piw  any  persOQ  what* 
aooveftf 


V  At  atiolber  ttme^  he  said^  1  must 
leave  my  sotil  in  the  same  state  it  was  in. 
before  my.  illness  $  1  find  this  a  very  incon-> 
convenient  time  for  solicitude  about  any 
thing. 


^<  On  the  evening,  when  the  sjnanptoms  of 
death  came  on,  he  said,  ^  I  shall  die ;  but  it 
will  not  be  yoiir  iault.'  When  lord  and  lady 
Valentia  came  to  spe  his  lordships  he  gave  them 
his  solemn  benediction,  »id  said,  ^  Be  good^ 
be  virtuous,  my  lord;  you  must  come  to  this.! 
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Thus  he  continued  giving  his  dying  benediction 
to  all  around  him.  On  Monday  morning  a 
lucid  interval  gave  some  small  hopes,  but  these 
vanished  in  the  evening  ^  and  he  continued 
dying,  though  with  very  little  uneasiness,  till 
Tuesday  morning,  AugUst  22,  when,  between 
seven  and  eight  o'clock,  he  expired  almost 
without  a  grgfii,"         ^   ^  ,   -    r 
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JONAS   HANWAT. 


A  PERSON  SO  disinterested  in  private  life 
jtod  so  religiously  concerned  for  the  happiness 
of  others^  as  was  the  Astinguished  Jonas 
Hanway,  demands  a  place  in  these  memoirsu 
This  excellent  man  devoted  his  time^  his  for-^ 
tune,  his  powers  of  *body  and  mind^  to  the 
service  of  his  fellow-creatures.  To  improve 
the  morals  of  the  poor,  to  alleviate  their  dis- 
tresses, and  to  provide  for  their  offspring 
sui-tabie  instruction  and  useful  employment^ 
were  objects  he  had  much  at  heart;  and  a 
great  part  of  his  life  was  spent  in  promoting 
these  benevolent  views.  It  may  justly  be  said 
of  him,  that,  next  to  his  reverence  for  the 
Divine  Being,    th^  love  of  human   kind  was 
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the  strongest  feeling  of  his  breast;  and  that 
when  he  had  engaged  in  any  oiSice  of  general 
benevolence^  no  obstacles  but  those  which 
were  insuperable,  could  discourage  his  .ax:tive 
perseverance. 

As  he  well  knew  how  much  the  happiness 
of  the  poorer  class^  of  mankind  depends  on 
frugality  and  habitual  industry,  he  studied  to 
promote  amcHigst  them  virtues  so  necessary  ta 
their  condition.  It  gave  him  a  very  sensible 
pleasure,  when  any  of  the  numerous  objects, 
<^  his  charity,  who  came  to  pay  him  their  re- 
spects, were  cleanly  and  neatly  dressed,  and 
appeared  with  eheerful  and  contented  coun* 
tenances.  He  treated  them  with  respect  and 
attaotion ;  entered  into  their  concerns  widi  a 
paternal  affection ;  and  let  them  know  that, 
on  any  real  emergency,  they  might  with  con- 
fidence apply  to  him.  It  was  this,  rather 
than  the  largeness  of  his  gifts,  that  endeared 
l^m  so  much  to  the  people.  He  never  walked 
out  but  he  was  followed  by  the  good  wishes, 
silent  or  expressed^  of  some  to  whom  he  had 
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afforded  telief.  To  meet  the  grateful  eyes  ^ 
of  persons  whom  he  had  served,  was  to  him- 
a  high  ^enjoyment ;  and  no  one  partook  of  it 
cftener. 

This  benevolent    and  pious    man,    through 
the  whole  coiiri^  of  his  life,  remembered  t&at 
he  was  an  accountable  being.     He  exammed' 
his  own  conduct  with  the  same  degree  of'  seve- 
rity,- which  men  too  often  adopt  in  their  scru«*; 
tiny  into  the  conduct  of  others;    and  consi- 
dered that  the  time  would  come,  and  might: 
not  be  far  off,  when  he  should  reflect  with' 
sorrow  on  every  bad  action.    Th<^e .  are  many  . 
weli^disposed  men,  who,  knolving  .  that  death . 
is  inevitable,  endeavour  to  batiish.  from  their: 
minds  the  awful  thought  >  but  Hanway  seemed^ 
to 'derive  a    soleinn  pleasure    from  indulging^ 
the  idea^      Tp  ea^cite  the  frequezit^  recollection' 
of  bis  condition  and  end,  he  caused  to  be  in-, 

scribed  on  d.  plate  :of  britss  the  following  lines, : 
whi^h  -seem  to  liave  been  designed  as  \i\i^' 
epitaph^  and  whioh  ti^e  o^b^  seriously  re-, 
viewed4..;  V.  -....;.         •,  ■  '.  '  ^  . 
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•  .  ■       '        ■  .         *       ' 

I  belleTe  that  my  Redeemer  livetb. 

And  tiiat  I  shall  also'  rise  from 
The  grave, 
Jonas  Hanway; 
Who^  trusting  in  that  good  IVovidence,  ^ 

Which  so  visibly  governs  .the  world, 
P;aiS9ed  through  9  Tltriety  of  fortane;i  with 

fuUience* 

I^iving  .the  gre;3tter  part  of  iiis  days 

Jn  forei^  lairds,  jrujed  by  arbitrary  power. 

He  recei?/sd  thp  deeper  impression 

.  Of  the  happy  constitution   of  his  pwn  country  i 

Whilst 
The  persuasive  laws  contained  in  the 

r 

New  Testament^ 
And  the  consciousness  of  his  own  depravity, 

*  r 

Softened  hts  h^art  to  a  sense 

Of  the  various  wants  of  his 

Fellow-creiatures* 

Reader,  ^ 

Inquire  no  further:- 
The  Lord  have  mercy  on  his  soul,  and  thine ! 
Apprehensive  of  the  too  partial  regard  of  his  friends;   and 
esteeming  plain  truth  above  the  proudest  trophies  of  monu- 
mental flattery;   at  t^e    ^e  of  fif]^y  one^  he  caused  this 
plate  and  inscriptioii  to  be  i^^ade* 

Bb3 


S74  JONAS  HANWAY.  , 

In  the  summer  of  1786,  his  health  sensibly 
declined  ^  and  he  perceived  that  he  was  vergiiig 
towards  that  state,  which  he  had  often  con- 
templated with  solemn  complacency*  During 
the  progress  of  a  tedious,  and  sometimes  very 
painful  illness,  he  never  expressed  the  least 
impatience.  When  he  grew  so  wesk  as  to 
be  confined  to  his  bed,  he  requested  his 
physicians  to  speak  frankly,  and  without  re- 
serve, of  his  disorder :  and  when  he  was  con* 
vinced  that  he  could  not  recover,  he  sent  and 
paid  all  his  tradesmen;  he  took  leave  of  his 
most  intimate  friends;  dictated  some  letters 
to  absent  acquaintances;  and  discoursed  con- 
cerning his  affairs  with  tranquillity,  and  even 
with  cheerfulness.  To  his  surgeon,  who  at* 
tended  him  with  unceasing  anxiety,  he  said, 
"  If  you  think  it  will  be  of  service  in  your 
practice,  or  to  any  one  who  may  come  after 
me,  I  beg  you  will  have  my  body  opened: 
I  am  willing  to  do  as  much  good  as  pos« 
fiible/* 

He  expressed  his  satisfaction,  that  his  mind 
had   never  wandered   or  been   perplexed,    iu 
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any  part  of  his  iUness*  la  the  tfoming  pre- 
vieus  to  hb  deaths  he  said  to  an  intimate  friend^ 
**  I  have  ne  imoomfortaUe  reflections  con- 
ceming  my  approaching  end;  but  I  find  life 
so  strong,  that  I  think  I  shall  not  leave  the 
world  without  a  sharp  conflict/*  Soon  after 
this,  the  disorder  increased,  add  pot  a  period 
to  a  long  and  valuftble  Ufe,  spent  in  pro- 
moting the  glory  of  God,  ^nd  the  gcod  of 
mankind. 

The  following  stanzas  are  worthy  of  a  place, 
in  the  chajtaipter  of  this  tjruly  pious  and  bene* 
volent  man^ 


JinA  tkoii,  bletft  Hanwayt  long  ihy  p6ur^(ry*s  prtiyV, 
Esnlting  now  in  kindred  worlds  aboTe, 

Co-heir  9t  Howard  f  defgn  the  muse  to  hear. 
Though  angels  greet  thee  with  a  brother's  love. 

Far  thongh  remoT'd  from  this  diminish^  eartl^ 
A  crown  of  glory  beaming  on  thy  brow. 

The  God  who  fiz^dit  there-^to  note  thy  worthy 
Bids  the  rapt  lyre  with  all  thy  spirit  glow* 
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•■    Wann.iii  the  way,  bdiold  what  myriiu]fl  coaiia^ 

^1 '     While  team  of.  e<»tat7  and  inguifih  flkm  t 

'     IVleif' bkaded  iricenie  pomng  00  thy  too[ih>  ^ 

'    '    TV>  mark  aa  en^pive'*  joy,  an  empire't  #e. 

»•        »•..».  .     . .      >  •     ■    ■« 

•CJos^,  i(0  tby  Howa^— O  cpi\genial.  shade!    • 

Qn  ^e  pure^cojumB  shall  tby  bust  haye.plac^; 

Thoygh  de^p  in  ev'ry  bofotn  is  por|ray'4 

\j    [  Tb^se  g^ficcfulreciMrdji^tiiloie  shall  ne'er  eipase. 

t  -  •     '  .. 

The  gen'roos  plan  that  public  yirtue  draws» 
.The  fj^ir  design  that  charity  impartfl^ 

t 

The  genius  kindling  in, Religion's  cause. 
Cherish  their  ehampion  in  oar  faithful  hea^. 

Near  Kanwayls  bust  the  Magdalen  shall  kneeU 
.  A  chasten'd  yQ,ta7y  of  Compassion's  dome*i   '     , 

^  2  ■  - 

With  pious  ai/ire  the  holiest  ardours  feel^ 
Aud  bless  the  founder  of  her  peaceful  home ; 

,.  •        .  ,.i,         .       ...... 

■  .     -.     ■  -.  .:  ..      '  *     - 

And  O,  Philanthrojpy !  thy  heay'ln  rear'd  fanef 
Shall  oft  ayow  the  good  man's  zeal  diyine« 

When  bounty  leads  a  poor  and  orphan  train 
To  clasp  their  littk  arma.  round  Hanway's  shrine : 


»   . 


f    • ' 


I  i 


«  The  MagdalieB  Htmse.         f  the  Foundling  Hospital 
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Tramcendaiit  energies  of  grace  8abliniie» 
Whose  magic  goodness  woik'd  with  double  pow'>V 

Cindled  the  cfutcast  babe  who  knew  no  crime,  . 
^nd  bade  the  sinner  torn  and  blush  no  more;. 


Ah,  full  of  lionours  as  of  years,  farewell !  ^ 

Thus  o'er  thy  ashes  shall  Britannia  sigh; 

f  '    •  •  • 

J  — '     t^     .  '  ^        .  .    •  •  • .      . 

^     Each' age,  each  sex/  thy  excellence  shall  tell, 

"Viliiih  taught  the  young  to  Hte,  the  old  to  die ! 


r 
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ANTHONY  BENEZET^ 

Anthony  Benezet  was  bcnrn  in  France^ 

in  the  year  1713.     The  persecution^  on  ac- 

coant  of  religions  opinions^  which  then  existed 

in  that  country^  induced  his  parents  to  leave 

Prance.     After  a  residence  of  many  years  in 

London,  they  and  their  son^  the  subject  ci  this 

memoir,    went    to  America,    and    settled    in 
Philadelphia. 

He  was  a  man  of  sound  understandings  of 
great  piety,  humility,  and  self-denial,  and  of 
a  very  benevolent  dispositipn.  Being  desirous 
of  spending  his  life  in  a  manner  the  most  use- 
ful to  his  fe]low*creatures,  he  devoted  him- 
self to  the  education  of  youth.  In  this  w- 
duous,  but  truly  honourable  employment,  he 
passed  about  forty  years;  and  acquitted  him- 
self very  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  parents 
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and  children.  His  great  object  was>  to  imbiie 
the  minds  of  his  pupils  with  reverence  for  reli- 
gion, and  to  train  them  up  in  a  course  of 
virtue.  Pecuniary  advantages  were  of  small 
moment  in  his  estimation,  of  which  he  gave 
many  striking  proofs.  A  short  time  brfore 
his  decease,  he  declared,  in  a  letter  to  a 
friend,  that  though  leisure  imd  retirement 
would  be  very  agreeable  to  him,  he  was  wdl 
satisfied  to  remain  in  his  occupation ;  and 
that  he  knew  no  other,  whatever  might  be  its 
advantages,  for  which  he  would  exchange  his 
employment,  unless  it  were  a  commission  to 
preach  and  propagate,  as  a  minister,  the 
Gospel  of  Christ. 

When  the  school  established  in  Philadel- 
phia, *'  for  the  instruction  of  black  people  and 
their  offspring,'^  was  suspended,  on  account 
of  the  indisposition  of  their  teacher,  he  volun- 
tarily surrendered  his  own  school  to  other 
competent  persons,  and  undertook  the  educa- 
tion of  those  people,  though,  in  a  pecuniary 
respect,  he  lost  considerably  by  the  change. 
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His  humility^  and  his  sympatliy  with  ths^  iinr 
happy  race  of  paen,  disposed  him  to  think  np 
condesoensions  degntdiog)  by  which  he  pould 
be  peculiarly  useful  to  them :  and  he  was 
greatly  desirous,  that  they  might  be  so  im-r 
proved  in  their  minds,  9s  to  rcndeF  the 
freedom  which  they  had  latdy  recovered,  a 
real  blessing  ^o  tbiemselves,  ^nd  9,  be^e^t  to 
the  state. 


He  was  9.  friend  to  the  poor  and  the  dis* 
Pressed  of  every  description,  and  laboured  most 
earnestly  for  their  relief  and  welfare.  It  ma/ 
indeed  be  said  of  him,  that  his  whole  life  w^ 
spent  in  going  about  doing  good  to  men*  He 
appeared  to  do  every  thing,  as  if  the  words  of 
his  Saviour  were  continually  soundiqg  in  his 
ears :  '^  Wist  ye  not  that  {  must  be  ^bo]^t 
my  Father's  business?"  He  was,  as  Dr.  Rush 
observed,  a  mai)  of  a  truly  catholic  spirit  s 
one  who  loved  piety  apd  virtue  in  others,  whe^e- 
ever  h&  found  thems  ^pd  ivho  respected  all 
sincere  worshipers  of  God,  in  whatever;  xr^- 
ner  that  worship  w^  pprfftrnjieij. 
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'  i^he  miseries  of  th£^  enslated  Africiuis,  and^ 
the  great  injustice  done  to  them,  very  deeply' 
affected  his  compassionate  heart.  He  pub*' 
lished  manjr  tracts  on  the  i^ubject ;  supported- 
an  extensive  c<!)frresi^ondence  with  persbnis  in: 
Europe  and  America,  Who  were  likdf  to  aid; 
his  benevolent  views ;  and  exerted  hiniself  to/ 
the  utmost,  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the> 
neglfoes/  and  to  procure  the  satire  abolition^ 
of  the  trade.  As  he-  was  one  of  the  eadiesti 
advocates  of  these  injured  men,  and  indefati-f 
gably  pursued  his  olgect,  we  may  fairly  attri-^ 
biite  to  his  labours,  with  the  Divine  blessing 
upon  them,  a  great  part  of  that  spirit  of  in-i 
quiry  into  their  situation,  a^d  sympathy  with 
their  distresses,  which  have  spread  over  the$ 
world;  and  which,  we  trust,  will,  ere  long, 
destroy  this  system  of  inhumanity  and  in- 
justice. : 

About  Ji  year  before  his  decease,  his  health 
became  much  impaired;  but  being  of  a  lively 
disposition^  very  temperate,  and  zealously  con-' 

certied  to  occupy  his  talenti?  to  the   last,   he- 

/•'.'•.'■.  .... 

supported  his  school,    till    he  was  quite  -disw 
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abled  from  performing  the  duties  of  it. .  But 
his  charity  and    beneficence    continued  with 
life.    The  last  time  he  walked  across  his  room, 
was  to  take  from  his  desk  six  dollars,  which  he 
gave  to    a   poor  widow  whom  he  had  long 
assisted  to  maintain.     Three  hours  brf<^  his 
death,  he  delivered  to  his  executors  a  number 
of  tracts,  in  sheets,  on  religious  subjects,  with 
directions  for  their  being  bound  and  dispersed. 
He  devised  nearly  the  whole  of  his  estate,  after 
the  decease  of  his  wife>  to  trustees,   for  the 
support  and  benefit  of  the  Negro  school,  of 
which    he  had  been  the  tutor.     And    thus, 
having  lived  a  most  useful  and  exemplary  life, 
he   was  well   prepared  for    the    approach   of 
death.      H^    endured    his    pains    with    much 
patience;   and,  with  Christian  composure  of 
mind,  resigned  this  mortal  life,  in  the  firm  ex-* 
pectation  of  a  happy  immortahty. 

The  loss  of  this  beneficent  mw  was  deeply 
felt  by  his  fellow-citizens;  and  his  funeral , 
was  attended  by  a  great  number  of  persons  of 
all  ranks),  and  of  all  religious  professions ;  and 
many  hundreds   of   Negroes  joined  the  pro* 
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cession.  It  may  justly  be  said>  that  '^the 
mourners  went  about  the  streets,''  and  that 
his  death  was  embalmed  with  tears.  An 
officer,  who  had  served  in  the  American  army 
during  the  late  war,  in  returning  from  the 
funeral,  pronounced  a  striking  eulogium  upon  * 
him«  It  contained  but  a  few  words :  ^^  I 
would  rather,"  said  he,  **  be  Anilipny  Bme^U 
in  that  coffin,  than  the  great  WajihiQgtoa 
with  all  his^  hooirars,'' 


(    »B4*  ) 


? 


1  ■• 


T' 


'-     •  •  ... 


-^ 


.•     •    ^ 


SECTION  VI. 


f  •\ 


/. 


> 


.      JAMES  HERYeV.  \ 


'  ■    /      ;  I       •      • 


•  'J^AMl^d  H£ifiv^5  ih  ingenious  and  pioiiaF 
dergyman^ '  arid  i»  veiy  popuUir  wi^ter^  Vas" 
bom  at  Hardingstone^  kl  Noffhamptonshire/ 
in  the  year  1714.  He  had  his  education  at 
the  free  grammar  school  at  Northampton  s 
and  at  Lincoln  college  in  Oxford.  After  a 
i^sidence  of  seven  jrears,  he  left  the  University  j 
and  became  in  1736,  curate  to  his  father,  then 
possessed  of  the  living  of  Weston-Favell.  He 
was  an  excellent  scholar,  being  master  of  the 
three  learned  languages,  and  well  read  in  the 
classics. 

In  1750,  at  his  father's  death,  he  succeeded 
to  the  livings  of  Weston  and  Collingtreei 
which  being  within  five  miles  of  each  other, 
he  attended  alternately  with  his  curate,  till 
the  ill  state   of  his  health  confined  him   to 
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Weston.  Here  he  afterwards  constantly  re- 
»ded>  and  diligently  pursued  his  labours,  both 
in  his  ministerial  office,  and  in  his  study,  as 
long  as  possible,  under  the  disadvantage  of  a 
weak  constitution.  He  did  not  satisfy  him- 
self with  preaching  only  on  the  Lord^s  day; 
but,  whilst  his  strength  permitted  him,  held 
a  regular  lecture  in  the  middle  of  the  week, 
which  was  very  well  attended.  He  also 
diligently  catechised  the  children  of  his 
parislupners,  and  was  regular  iii  his  pastoral 
visits  at  their  houses,  till  he  was  confined  to 
his  own,  when  he  encouraged  them  to  come 
to  him,  for  his  friendly  and  religious  advice. 
By  these  exertions,  as  well  as  the  labours  of 
his  study,  he  fell  into  a  decline,  attended  with 
an  almost  incessant  hectic  cough,  and  much 
acute  pain,  which  he  supported  with  most 
exemplary  patience. 

In  1746,  he  published  his  *'  Meditations 
ampng  the  Tombs,  and  Reflections  on  a 
Flower-Gardens*'  and  the  following  year  ap- 
peared  the  "  Contemplations  on  the  Night 
aad  Starry  Heavens  s   and   a  Winter  Piece." 

Cc 
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The  sublime  sentiments  in  these  piec^^  art 
eonveyed  in  it  flowing  and  elegant  style,  'thcf 
have  been  much  read  i  ahd  are  eminent^  cal- 
culated to  ch^sh  pious  and  grateftd  eiftbtlote 
towards  the  God  of  nature^  and  Che  Sourer 
of  every  Messing.  In  1755  he  published  hb 
**  Tlieron  and  Aspasio  5  or,  a  Series  of  Letters 
and  Dialogues  on  the  inost  important  sub* 
jects,"  He  was  the  author  of  seveWJ  oth^ 
works,  which  betir  the  marks  of  ^entt»>  toA 
(X  a  truly  benevolent  imd  reli^fMis  iniiid. 

tfii^  tftorrf  diaraclefr  Wa§  higMy  eKoiiiphrfi 
his  temper  placid,  disinterested,  unafiectedty 
humble ;  and  in  his  tratisactioto  with  ^thei's, 
he  was  ever  cheerful,  ^mtacttfal,  just,  attd 
candid  to  persotos  of  every  denomrhatiiiSft.  Ife 
sometimes  met  with  vcty  croiss  occuiteitees  $^ 
but  he  ever  rose  above  them :  he-  was  neter 
known  to  be  in  a  passion.  His  humility  ren- 
dered him  invulnerable.  When  be  was  mis^ 
represented  and  clklutnt][iated,  he  used  to  i^y? 
"  Our  enemies  are  soinetitneft  out-  best  firrefldsi 
and  tell  us  useful  truths :  and  then  wts  sfaottM 
amend  ottr  faults,  and 'be  fhatikfol  forwchin*' 
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0>raiatioiu  If  what  tliey  say  he  Hot  truej  an4 
spoken  from  malice  only,  then  such  t>erson9 
are  to  be  considered  as  diseased  tn  their  minds^ 
and  Qtight  to  be  prayed  for.  They  are  to  be 
pitied ;  and  I  nxight  as  justly  be  angry  witl^ 
men  who  ar^  diseased  in  their  bodies/*  All 
this  he  spoke  with  humility^  seriousness^  and 
great  sweetness  of  spirit:  for  it  was  the 
langaa^  of  hib  be?wrt,    and   not   of  aflfecta- 

tion* 

In  actions  of  benevolence  and  charity,  though 
b9  bad  imw  ^quals^  it  is  certain  that  he  had 
110  superiors,  aa  far  as  hia  means  exteudedw 
He  piieferred  clothiqg  the  poor>  and  supplying 
ftk^sxpL  with  n^oeQsary  articles,  on  the  bes^ 
tierm^,  Iq  giving  tbwi  money,  ^f  I  am  (»vd  h«) 
God's  steward  for  the  poor ;  an^  I  ^tt$( 
husband  the  little  pittance  I  have  to  bestow 
Vipw^  1iie^»  ^f^  x^a^e  it  go  as  far  as  possible/' 
Spti  pn  spe^al  bcca^ions^  when  mon^  would 
b|i  partipularly  iMi^ful,  be  would  gi?e  to  a 
pn^eojt;  bo^sel^eefieri  distressed  by  sickness  or 
misfortunes^  4ve  or  more  gwiineais  at  a  time ; 
W4  ^  wfff,  ^|i  aU  proper  pcca^ ioKPisi,  cfttefql 
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that  it  should  not  be  known  from  whom  'the 
'money  came. 

By  his  last  will,  he  bequeaifhed  the  futufe 
profits  of  all  his  works,  to  benevolent  uses  ;  ex- 
cepting  his  "  Meditations,"  the  copy  of  which 
he  sold  during  his  life-time,  and  applied  the 
sums  arising  fbom  its  s^e  4nd  former  impres- 
sions,  amounting  to  about  seven  hundred 
pounds,  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  and  distressed. 
He  said  that  this  money  was  devoted  to  God ; 
and  that  he  would,  on  no  account,  apply  it  to 
worldly  uses ;  that  he .  wrote,  tiot  for  profit  ot 
fame,  biit  to  iServe  the  cause  of  religion:  ahd 
as  Providence  had  blei^sed  his  attempts,  he 
thought  himself  bound  to  relieve  the  distresses 
of  his  fellow-cfeatures,  with  the  product  of 
his  labourts^  !    •  •        . 

The  cultivation  of  ^  real  religion  and  holi-^ 
ness,  in  heart  and  life,  which  this  good  niian 
strenuously  recommended;  induced  some  per- 
sons to  charge  him  with  holding  tenets  injurious 
to  society,  and  calculated  to*  make  men  mdan-^ 

choly^  and  regafdless  cff  the  lawful   concerttt 

L  •»  ./ 
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«f  this  world.  But  every  charge  of  this  nature, 
is  abundantly  refuted  by  his  writings,  and  the 
whole  tenour  of  his  life;  and  particularly  by 
an  excellent  and  striking  passage,  in  his  '<  Con- 
templations on  the  Starry  Heavens;"  from 
4vhich  the  following  lines  a^e  extractec}.  . 

"  Somfs,  I  believe,  are  apt  to  imagine,  that 
they  must  abandon  all  the  sfitisfactions  of  tliis 
iwoild,  if  they  become  zealous  candidates  for 
the  felicity  of  another.'— Bat  this  is. a  very  mis- 
taken notion.  Religion  was  never  intended  to 
strike  off  the  wheels  of  bu^inesi^  or  tp  cut 
asijfn^e^r  the  sinews  of  industry;  but  rather, 
3to  make  ipen  industrious  from  a  principle  of 
conspience,  iiot  from  the  instigations  of  ava- 
rice;  that  so  they  may  promote  their  immortal 
happiness,  even  while  they  provide  fof  their 
temporal  maintenance.  It  has  no  design  to 
extirpate  our  passions,  but  only  to  restrain 
their  irregularities:  neither  would  it  extinguish 
the  delights  of  sense,  but  prevent  them  from 
evaporating  into  vanity,  and  subsiding  into  gali.  ' 
A  person  may  be  cheerful  among  his  friends, 
and  yet  joyful  in  God.      He  may  taste  the 
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sweets  of  his  earthly  estate  i  Iftid,  at  the  i^im 
time,  cherish  his  l^Qpes  pf  z  mhlBt  inheiitaiice 
ia  Heaven.** 

'  Thqugh  this  sincere  Christian  was  ardent  and 
laborious^  in  serving  his  Great  Master^  an4  ^ 
pron^oting  the  religious  welfare  of  his  fellow 
cres^t^re9 ;  yet  he  had  a  yery  hamble  sense  of 
his  own  services;  squd  expressed  to  his  friendtj 
dnripg  his  indisposition^  great  regret  that  he 
had  not  embraced  eveiy  opportunity  albrded 
him^  to  advance  the  cause  ^f  bis  H^edecwer. 

These  expressions  wer^  made  with  niucli  ten- 
derness of  spirit,  atid  were  accompanied  wifli 
tears.  But  lest  his  sentiments  and -views  should 
be  misinterpreted,  he  added;  •*  Do  not  ihink, 
that  I  am  afraid  to  die.  I  assuire  you,  I  am 
^not,  I  know  what  my  Saviour  hath  ddne  for 
me,  and  I  long  to  foe  dismissed.  But  I  wonder 
at  the  love  of  Christy  in  doing  so  much  for 
me ;  and  lament  to  thiirk  how  IHfle  I  have 
done  for  hini.'* 

4    . 

On  a  particular  occasion,  when  his  physician 
Was  taking  his  leave,  he  observed  to  him,  with 
great  affection  and  sensibility,  that  as  he  had^^ 
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iv>t  long  before^  ^  daqgerous  fall  from  his  hprs9» 
bjr  which  he  wasi  xDii;Ch  hruji^ed  -,  and  as  he  had 
beeo  lately  ilU  and  then  looked  very  pale ;  he 
hoped  he  would  reflect  on  those  narrow  escapes, 
W  Q^ea  fatal  to  others^  as  a  kind  of  warning 
irom  God  to  bim>  and  renxeqiber  them  as  such ; 
ftddipg,  ^^  How  careful  aught  we  to  be,  to  im- 
|>)rove  those  years  which  remain,  at  a  time  of 
l}^,  when  but  few  c^  remain  FOR  US !'' 

The  last  illness  of  this  truly  excdlent  man 
.commenced  in  the  autunm  of  the  y^ar  17^8; 
ftudi  in  a  few  months,  made.  ^  great  and 
effecting  progress.  Hip  strength  became  ea;- 
Jhaust^,  Ws  body  extremely  emaciated^  apfl 
his  whole  frame  so  spr^,  that  he  could  iic^ri;ely 
bear  tq  be  touched,  when  it  was  n^essary  to 
move  him.  Yet,  undef  all  this  calamity,  he 
was  ever  praising  God  fpr  his  mercij^s,  aij4 
for  enduing  him  with  patience.  About  three 
hours  befqre  his  death,  1^  strongly  and  affec* 
4|pnatd[y  urg^  a  friend  of  his  who  wq.s  present, 
to  pay  all  due  attention  to  the  qare  pf  j^^s 
^everlasting  concerns,  as  here  there  is  no  abiding 
place,  no  continuing  city.  He  entreated  hini 
not  to  be  ^overcharged  with  the  cares  of  this 

C  c  4 


392  JAMES  HERVEY: 

life;  but  to  attend,  amidst  the  multiplicity 
of  his  business^  to  the  "  one  thing  needful." 
The  physician  observing  the  great  dijQ5culty 
and  pain  with  which  he  spoke,  (for  he  was 
almost  suffocated  with  phlegm  and ,  frequent 
vomitings,)  and  perceiving,  by  his  pulse,  that 
the  pangs  of  death  were  coming  on^  desired 
that  he  would  spar^  hipiself.  "  No,  (said  he,) 
doctor,  no.  You  tell  me  I  have  but  a  few 
moments  to  live:  Oh!  let  me  spend  them  in 
adoring  our  gres^t  Redeemer."  He  then  re- 
peated   the    26th    verse    of   the   73d    p^alm: 

■  • 

"  Though  my  flekh  and  my  *  heart  fail  me', 
yet  God  is  the    strength    of  my  heart,  and 

7 

my  portion  for  ever:"  and  he  expatiated,  ill 
a  most  striking  manner,  op  these  words  of  the 
Apostle :  "  All  things  are  yours,  life  and  death; 
for  ye  are  Christ's."     *'  Here,  (said  he,)  is  the 

'  4 

•  i  -  •  .  . 

treasure  of   a  Christian.      Death  is   reckoned 

in  this  inventory;  and  a  noble  treasure  it  is. 

How   thankful   am   I   for   death,   as  it  is   the 

passage  through  which  I  go  to  the  Lord  and 

Giver  of  eternal  life ;  and  as  it  frees  me  from 

»      •     •  •        . « 

all   the  misery  you  now  see  me  endure,   and 

which  I  am  willing  to  endure,  as  long  as  Grocl 

thinks  fit:    for  I  know  he  will,  W  apd  by^ 
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in  his  own  good  time^  dismiss  me  from  the 
body.  These  light  afflictions  are  but  for  i^ 
moment,  and  then  comes  an  eternal  weight 
of  glory.  O !  welcome,  welcome  death !  Thou 
mayst  well  be  reckoned  among  the  treasures 
of  the  Christian.  To  live  is  Christ,  but  to 
die  is  gain." 

After  these  iexpressions,:  as  the  doctor  was 
taking  his  final  leave  of  hifti,  the  dying  saint 
expressed  great  gratitude  for  his  visits  and  at- 
tentions, though  it  had  been  long  out  of  the 
power  of  medicines  to  cure  him.  He  then 
paused  a  little  ^  and  being  raised  in  his  chsur, 
he,  with  great  sereqity  and  §w?€itness  of  coun- 
tentope,  though  the  paqgs  of  death  vf ere  upon 
him,  repeated  these  words ;  "  Ix>rd,  now  lettest 
thou  thy  servant  depart  in  peace,  according 
to  thy  most  holy  and  comfortable  word,  for 
min^  eyes  have  ^en  thy  salvation.'* 

In  about  an  hour  after  he  had  uttered  thes^ 
expressions,  he  yielded  up  his  pious  soul  to 
God,  without  a  sigh  or  struggle,  in  the  forty 
fifth  year  of  his  age. 
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SECnOK  VII. 

ALTAMONTj 

Om  THE  DEfra  QF  THE  JiBBBTUIE. 

The  following  accomit  of  an  effecting,  mourn- 
"liil  eorit,  and  tbp  ri^iectkMM  that  accompany 
ity  are  sdenni  and  impressive.  We  shall  pre^ 
'Mnt  them  to  the  reader^  in  the  words  of  Doctor 
Youngs  -vrho  wat  prefect  at  the  ipebmehcdy 
iKcene. 


<^  Is  not  the  death-bed  of  a  prefligpate  a  prime 
school  of  wisdom  ?  Are  we  not  obliged,  when 
we  are  invited  to  it?  for  what  else  i^ould  re- 
claim us?  The  pulpit f  We  are  prejudiced 
against  it.  Besides,  an  agonizing  pro^igate, 
though  silent,  out-preaches  the  most  celebrated 
the  pulpit  ever  knew.  But,  if  he  speaks,  his 
words  might  instruct  the  best  instmcters  of 
mankind.  Mixed  in  -  the  warm  converse  of 
life,  we  think  with  men;  on  a  death^bed^ 
with  God. 
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*^  There  are  two  lessons  of  this  nchool  written, 
"as  it  were^  in  capitalsj  which  they  who  raq. 
may  read.  Firsts  he  that,  in  this  his  minority, 
this  field  of  discipline  and  conflict,  instead  of 
grasping  the  weapons  of  his  warfare,  is  for  ever 
gatlieriqg  flowers,  and  catching  at  butterflies, 
with  his  tmarmed  hand,  ever  making  idle  plea- 
sure his  pursuits  must  pay  for  it  his  vast  re- 
version :  and  on  openang  his  final  account,  (of 
which  a  death-bed  bresdcs  the  seal,)  shall  find 
bimself  a  beggar,  a  beggar  past  beggary  s  and 
shall  passionately  wish  that  his  very  ^being 
were  added  to  the  rest  of  his  loss.  Secondly, 
he  shall  fiiid>  that  truth,  divine  truth,  however, 
through  life,  injured,  wounded,  suppressed,  is 
victorious,  immortal :  that,  though  with  moun- 
tains  overwhelmed,  it  will,  one  day,  burst  out 
like  the  fires  of  Etna  j  visible,  bright,  and  tor* 
menting,  as  the  most  raging  flame.  This  now 
(O,  my  friend!)  I  shall  too  plainly  prove. 

"  The  sad  evening  before  the  death  of  the 

noble  youth,  whose  last  hours  suggested  these 

thoughts,  I  was  with  him.    No  one  was  pre- 

•  sent  but  his  physician,  and  an  intimate  whom 
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he  lovjedy  and  whom  be  had  ruiqed.  At  my 
coming  in,  ^e  said  -,  <  You  apd  the  physician 
^^re  pome  too  late.  I  have  neither  life  nor 
hope.  You  both  aim  at  miracles.  You  would 
raise  the  dead ! '  Heaven.  I  said^  was  merciful 
r-f  Or,'  exclaiifled  he^  *  I  coi^ld  not  have  been 
thus  guilty.  What  b^  it  not  donie  to  bless, 
9nd  to  saye  me  l- — I  have  been  too  strong  for 
Qninipotence !  I  have  plucked  down  ruin.' — 
I  said,  the  blessed  Redeemer, — '  Hold  !  hold ! 
you  wound  me! — That  is  the  rpck  on  which 
}  split;— I  d^ied  his  name!' 

<^  Refusing  to  hear  a^y  thing  from  me,  or 
jtake  any  thing  from  the  physician,  he  lay 
silent,  as  far  as  sudden  darts  of  pain  would 
permit,  till  the  clock  struck:  then  with  vehe- 
. mence  he  exclaimed;  '  Oh!  time!  time!  it  is 
fit  thou  shouldst  thus  strike  thy  murderer  to 
the  hpart!  How  art  thou  fled  for  eyer! — A 
month !— Oh,  for  a  single  week !  I  ask  not 
for  years;  though  an  age  were  too  little  for 
the  much  I  have  to  do.'  On  my  saying,  we 
COUI4  pot  dp  too  much :  that  heaven  was  a 
blessed  place — '  So  much  the  wprse.-r-^Tis  bst  1 
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'tis .  lost  !-*-H^aveii  is  to  joAt  the  severest  place 
<rfheUf' 

*'  Soon  after,  I  proposed  prayer,—*  Pray  yoti 
that  can.  I  never  prayed.  I  cannot  pray — 
nor  ne^d  I.  Is  not  heaven  on  my  side  already  i 
It  closes  with  my  conscience.  Its  severest 
strokes  but  second  my  own.'  Observing  that 
his  friend  was  much  touched  at  this,  even  to 
tears^^(who  could  forbear?  I  could  not-—) 
with  a  m^ost  affectionate  look,  he  said,  **  Keep 
those  tears  for'  thyself.    I  have  undone  thee.— « 

^  ^  _ 

Dost  thou  weep  for  me?  that  is  cruel.     What 
can  pain  me  more  ? ' 

*'  Here  hid  friend,  too  much  effected,  would 
have  left  him. — '  No,  stay-*— thou  still  mayst 
hope}  therefore  hear  me.  How  madly  have 
I  talk'd  I  How  madly  hast  *thou  listened,  and 
bielieved !  but  look  on  my  plresent  state,  as  a 
full  answer  to  thee,  and  to  myself.  This  body 
is  aU  weakness  and  pain;  but  my  sou),  as  if 
stung  up  by  torment  to  greater  strength  and 
spirit,  is  ftdl  powerful  to  reason ;  full  mighty 
to  suffer.    And  that  which  thus  triumphs  within 
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the  jaws  of  immortality,  isi  dodbde^,  imttiortaf 
-^Andy  as  for  a  Deity,  nothing  less  than  a» 
Almighty  could  inflict  what  I  feel/ 

^  I  was  about  to  cotig^atslate  this  passive 
mvi^ntary  confessor,  on  his  asserting  the  two 
prime  articles  of  his  creeds  extorted  by  the 
ndt  0f  nature,  when  he  thus,  Tery  passk>n* 
ately  exclaimed:  ^  No,. no !  let  me  speak  on. 
t  hant  not  loiig  to  iqpeak. — My  much  injured 
firaid!  my  soul,  as  my  body,  lies  in  ruins; 
in  scattered  fragments  of  broken  thought--* 
Hemorse  for  the  past,  throws  my  thought  on 
the  future.  Worse  dread  of  the  future,  strikes 
it  back  on  the  past.     I  turn,  and  turn,  and 

r 

ftod  no  ray.  Didst  thou  feel  half  the  mountain 
^at  is  on  me,  thou  wouldst  struggle  with  the 
martyr  for  his  stake  ^  and  Uess  Heaven  for  the 
fiames  i-^Uial;  is  not  an  evedasting  flame ;  that 
is  not  an  ttncpsencfaabie  fire. 

^  Ham  were  w«  struck  1  ftt,  tomx  after^  styi 
more.  WiA  wbat  an  eyn  of  |distnictipn>  wJbat 
a  fene  of  despair,  :he  ctaed  out !  ^  My  prio«t 
cqAes  hare   poisoned   ogny  iciend;    my  nirem 


tagaftce  has  beggared  uiy  boy !  my  unkifidiiess 
h^  mwrdered  my  wife  I~And  is  there  another 
hell?  Oh!  thou  blasphemed^  y«l  indnigefifi 
IXXRD  CODl  hell  itself  is  a  refu^/  if  H  hide 
me  from  thy  frown  t^  So6n  after^  bis  imddm 
standing  failed.  His  terrified  imigifiatioil  ut^ 
tered  horrors  not  to  be  tepeated>  or  ever  for* 
gotten.  And  ere  thie  snn  (which,  I  hope,  has 
see^  few  like  hito)  arose,  the  ]^y,  yoang,  twble, 
ingentoiis^  accomplished^  and  masi  wretched 
Attamont  e:fcpif ed  1 

"  If  this  is  a  man  of  pleasure,  what  is  a  man 
of  pain  ?  How  quick,  how  total,  is  the  transit 
of  sUdh  persons !  In  what  a  dismal  gloom  they 
set  for  ever !  How  shorty  alas !  the  day  of  their 
rejoicing  !-^For  a  moment  they  glitter-^they 
dazzle  I  In  a  moment  where  are  they  ?  Obli- 
vion covers  their  memories.  Ah !  would  it  did ! 
infamy  snatches  them  from  oblivion.  In  the 
long-living  annals  of  infamy  their  triumphs  are 
recorded.  Thy  sufferings,  poor  Altamont !  still 
bleed  in  the  bosom  of  the  heart-stricken  friend— 
for  Altamont  had  a  friend.  He  might  have  had 
many.     His  transient  morning  might  have  been 
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the  dawn  of  an  immortal  day.  His  name  might 
hare  beien  gloriously  enrolled  in  the  records  of 
eternity.  His  memory  might  have  left  a  sweet 
fragrance  behind  it,  grateful  to  the  surviving 
friend,  salutary  to  the  succeeding  generation. 
With  what  capacity  was  he  endowed!  with 
what  advantages^  for  bdng  greatly  good !  But 
with  the  talents  of  an  angel,  a  man  may  be 
a  fool.  If  he  judges  amiss  in  the  supreme 
-povcAj  judging  righ^  in  all  else, .  but  aggravates 
his  folly ;  as  it  shows  him  wjrong,  though 
blessed  with  the  best  capacity  of  being  right. 

■  \ 


(   *oi    ) 


.    CHAPTER  X, 

BARON     HAI.LER  JOBS    ROWABD^— NEWTOm's    LBTTEKS- 

ZIMMEBMAN JAMES    HAT    BEATTIt— SIR  WILLIAM  iONBS 

——CONCLUSION* 


SECTION  t 


BARON  HALLER. 


jnLLBERT  Haller,  one  of  the  most  illustrioad 
literaiy  characters  of  his  age,  was  the  son  of 
a  citizen  and  advocate  of  Berne,  where  he 
was  born  in  the  year  1708*  The  accounts 
of  his  early  display  of  talents,  are  as  extra-* 
ordinary  as  almost  any  upon  record.  He  chose 
the  medical  profession,  in  which  he  became 
yery  eminent.  He  was  an  anatomist,  a  physi* 
ologist,  and  a  botanist,  of  the  first  order.  It  is 
not  too  much  to  say  of  him,  that  he  was  one 
of  the  best  informed  men  in  Europe.    He  wrote 
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and  spoke^  with  equal  facilitj^  the  German^ 
French^  and  Latin  languages ;  and  read  all 
the  other  tongues  of  civilteed  Europe^  except 
the  Sclavonic  dialects.  His  acquaintance  with 
books  was  so  extensive^  that  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  point  out  any  of  the  least  note,  which 
he  bad  not  perused,  and  of  which  the  contents 
did  not  dwell  upon  his  memory.  He  was  a 
poet  too  of  distinguished  merit.  The  critics 
of  Oernlafiy  reckon  Haller  among  the  first 
who  gave  sublimity^  richness,  and  harmony, 
to  their  poetical  language^  and  yfho  described 
natifre  in  its  trtie  colours. 

The  talents  aft*  fcftowfedgef  of  Haffcf,  hi^ 
works  m  vario^i^  departments  of  science  and' 
ntferature,  and  his  unblemished  integrity  ancP 
virtue,  renrfefed  him,  in  the  highest  dbgrte, 
respectable  ani'ong  the  teamed  of  Europe;  and^ 
his  friendship  and  correspondence  were  courts 
hy  the  most  celebrated  men  cf  bis  time.  He 
was  professor  of  medicine  in  the  university  of 
Gottingen.  He  filled  successively  the  botafiicaf, 
chemical,  and  anatomical  chairs  j  and  raised^ 
the  reputatioti  of  the  university,  to  a  veiy  high 


]^ch.  There  he  resided  tiear  serenteeti  years  i 
ttnd  then  retamed  to  Berne,  his  native  place^ 
where  he  was  dected  a  member  of  the  sovereigtt 
coailcii ;  and  ettjoyed  the  first  authority  in 
the  adiministration  of  public  affairs,  till  the 
time  bf  his  death,  which  took  place  in  the 
year  1777* 

This  great  and  good  man,  in  the  early  part 
of  his  life5  had  doubts  concerning  the  objects 
of  the  Christian  faith.  But  these  doubts  were 
dispelled,  by  a  successflif  application  td  every 
branch  of  science,  on  the  one  hand  ^  and  by 
a  candid  examination  of  the  sacred  oracles,  on 
the  other.  The  firsts  by  purging  his  soul, 
aocordihg  to  his  own  emphatic  phrase,  of 
arrogance  and  pride,  filled  it  with  true 
poverty  of  spiriti  The  second  convinced  him 
that  the  Divine  revelation,  conveyed  in  the 
holy  scriptures,  is  a  boon  worthy  ot  the 
merciful  Author  of  out  nature  to  give  y 
and  su^h  as  ia  fit  for  guilty  moftals  to 
receive^  With  husnble  gratitude  and  rever- 
ence. 

Bda 
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There  are    hours  of  mental    depression    in 
human  life,   which  can  neither  be  prevented 
nor  remedied,  by  the  most  pros|[)erous  worldly 
circumstances,  or  by  the  greatest  skill  of  man. 
The  healing  art,  which  Haller    applied  with 
singular  success  to  the  diseases  of  the  body, 
could  not,  as  he  experienced  in  his  ov^n  case> 
reach    that    dissatisfaction    with    the   present, 
and  that  apprehension  of  a  future  state,  which 
so  frequently  disturb  the  breasts  of  mankind. 
But    he   found    other  aids,    which    proved    a 
sovereign  remedy  to  all  his  fears  and  depres- 
sions.     The  Divine  laws   were  to  him  a  de- 
lightful subject  of  attention,  and  a  joyful  ob- 
ject of  hope.     His  confidence  in  the  goodness 

of  God,  refreshed  his  mind ;  and  so  fortified  it, 

« 

that   he  contemplated,   without    dismay,    the 
king  of  terrors. 

The  consolations  which  he  fdt  himself,  he 
was  anxious  to  impart  to  others.  In  imitation 
of  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  he  went  about 
doing  good  to  the  souls  and  the  bodies  of  men- 
He  eagerly  seized  the  numberless  opportunities. 
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which  his  profession  as  a  physician  gave  him, 
of  convincihg  those  with  whom  he  conversed^ 
of  the  truth,  and  of  converting  them  to  the 
practice^  of  the  Christian  religion.*  And  this 
he  did,  ngt  only  by  his  instructions,  but  by 
his  example.  For.  he  was  charitable  to  the 
poor  i  he  sympathized  in  the  tenderest  manner 
with  the  distressed;  and  was  humane  and 
just  in  all  his  dealings  with  the  sons  of 
men, 

A  thousand  incidents,  which  passed  un- 
heeded by  the  vulgar  eye,  recalled  to  his 
mind  the  Deity.  And  when  he  recollected 
or  heard  that  great  name,  he  gave  way,  in 
whatever  company  or  circumstances  he  hstp^ 
pened  to  be  placed,  to  some  pious  ejacula- 
liens,  with  his  eyes  and  hands  lifted  up  to*^ 
wards  heaven. 

While  his  fiaeltng  qiind  embraced  in  the  bonds 
of  love  all  his  fellow-creatures,  and  interestM 
him    in  their    present    and    future    ccmcerns, 

there  ^  waft  one  person,  whom  God  and  nature 
had    recommended  to  his  peculiar  tenderness 

DdS 
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and  care.     He  ha4  a  diraghter,  dear  to  him 
IU(  his  own  soql,     He  knew  the  mtfrnetodes, 
to  which  the  eommon  lot  of  humanitjr  wouM 
subject  her  through  life ;    and  the  fears  that 
irouid  alarm  hw    teiwl^r    breast    nt   the   ap^ 
proacti  pf  dei^tl^,  of  which  it .  was  some  ccm^ 
solation  to  him,  that  <^  he  should  not  live  to 
l^e  the   B^ourniol   witness.'*     Tq  her  he  ad^ 
dressed,  at  diffareut  times,   but  in  a  reguli^ 
succession,  a  number  of  letters,  on  the  truths 
of  the  Christian  Religion.     They  were  ^ter-^ 
W^s,  by  his  pef mission,    ptibHshod  for  the 
benefit  of  the  world   at    i^ge.     The    work 
|>ossesse(s;   greiit    merit ;    and    is   |)articularly 
proper    for  the  perusal  and  study  of  ydung 
persons. 

We  ^aU  ooqdude  our  accoliiit  o£  banoni 
Haller,  with  an  extract  from  tho  iadt  letliGr 
contained  ixi  the  pubHcation  just  mentioned. 
It  marks  the  writer^s  high  selnse  o#  i^  im<? 
portance  of  religion  j  his  solicitude  ft*  his 
daughter's  happiness ;  and  his  strong  ^n- 
fidence  in   the  ftiM^re    rewiMRds  flf  fiiety  mi 

vir|u^, 


''  I^et  .us  'Employ  "the  time  that  is  pre9ent  : 
ietBmAy  wHl  b^  oour  seward^  if  me  make  a 
)goQd  m^  oi  it  IM  us  glwiuys  ibave  before 
lOur  efes,  the  nature  and  eonsequances  of  sin : 
Jet  w  isemember  thajt  it  tviU  deprim  U6  of  tiae 
£monr  of  'Gk>d>  and  expose  ais  to  i^ls  dspkia- 
4»ttre.  Heftect  ^b  the  .raliie  af  i;lmt  itfe  and 
tmioBNW^aitftjr,  (whidb  OiTist  jiuth  bmught  to 
tight  3bf  the  gospel.  The  enjo3^me(its  ^  4lus 
4pflesailt  sboit  lifiS|»  vrbtcfa  ^re  indeed  tbnt  piiecfle 
«MiiTOnents»  >miitt  ^dkajp^^ear^  when  pkced  ki 
.cQBag^tioft  with  the  gMateens  m^A  tlnmiMily 
jfsi  tbft  gbiry  twhich.  is  io  loome. 

'^  Bjr  the  mercy  of  God,  we  are  restored  from 
'Hve  ^  loMpest  6%ate  of  abasement  and  Section. 
We  mte  MFknsU^il  «HMi  4he  <mest  oottifortaMe 
^t^miiies.  We  Aow  walk  wilk  'confidence  In 
lAutt  itiad,  tritich  has  beto  Mai^ked  oift  ^  tts 
^th  m  mu^h  wi«<ioin  ;  and  which  «i»  "^1 
jeofvespmiOs  urith  oor  new  >desires  mid  «bi- 
ilitids.  W^  ieme  ibeMnd  us  thoisie  yi4»B  wliidi 
"Mnded  to  estrai^  ns  frdm  tSod  atid  bappkiess  : 
befisre  ns  is  k  benevolent  Bdng,  who  oibrs  ^o 
Hi^  viictMlocis,  incomyj^ible   ctowfis,    as    tii^ 

Dd4 
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recompense  of  victory;  which  victory  he  also 
helps  us.  to  gain.  We  may  now  rest  satisfied 
with  respect  to  our  future  condition3  without 
perplexing  ourselves  about  the  trials  we  shall 
have  to  undergo,  and  which  are  yet  at  a  dis- 
tance.. Let  us  be  careful  to  employ  to  ad- 
vantage the  .present  hour.  The  means  of  sal- 
vation, the  sacred  writings,  the  precepts  -  of 
our  Saviour,  are  in  our  hands.  We  insensibly 
.  draw  near .  to  the  desired  harbour :  the  ap- 
•  proaches  of  dissolution  become  less  formidable^ 
the  nearer  we  advance  to  the  happy  mansions 
of  eternity,  where  error  and  vice  will  be  dis- 
armed;, and  have  no  more  power  over  us. 

*^  Receiye,  my  daughter,  .these  most  important 
of  all  truths,  from  a  father,  who  considers  him- 
self on  the  verge  of  life :  th^y  are  the  most 
precious!  marks  of  tenderness  which    he   can 

» 

give  you.  These  instructions  would  have  been 
leas  imperfect,  if  his  capacity  had  been  more 
.extensive.  They  are,  however,  the  result  of 
his  reflections,  and  of  the  researches  which  he 
has  mad.e  after  truth :  they  ajce  also  the. effect 
of  hig  internal  conviction.     Your  father,  who 
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now  addresses  you,  has  had  his  doubts  :  he 
has  sometimes  been  mistaken ;  and  has  wished, 
in  those  moments,  that  the  consequences  of 
sin  were  not  so  grievous.  He  has  not  been 
exempt  from  falling :  but  the  victorious  grace 
of  God  has  kindly  come  to  bis  relief. — The 
king  of  terrors  approaches  me  with  hasty  steps : 
but  I  behold  his  advances  without  dismay. 
Beyond  that  era  of  my  existence,  I  see  ob- 
jects of  joy  and  hope,  which  invite  me  to  leave 
this  world,  and  to  step  forward  into  eternity; 
into  mansions  of  holiness  and  bliss,  where  death 
shall  be  banbhed  for  ever,  and  where  sin  shall 
have  no  place; '!  After '  having  finished  your 
course,  you  will, :  I  trust,  again  meet  your 
&ther,  in  those  glorious  and  peaceful  abodes, 
where  the  idea  of  our  frail,  mortality  shall  no 
longer  disturb  our  breasts,  or  fill  them  with 
shame ;  and  where  the  miseries  of  this  life  shall 
no  longer  draw  tears  from  our  eyes." 


\ 
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JOHN  HOWARD. 


JOBN  HoWAiRQt  tiie  indriiitigaUe  frilspd  af 
Ae  poor  ^mI  the  unfiartunale^  was  bora  tt 
Hackney.,  m  the  jroatr  17^^  Of  tm  climmcldr 
4U)d  pmis  faboimi.  Dr.  Mkin  speaks  isi  die  &i- 
iowks  terms. 

^*  AmiH^  those  tmlj  illustrioas  persoiis 
ifriio,  in  the  several  aiges  and  nations  of  ^be 
w^M,  bare  marked  tibdr  track  throngli  life, 
by  a  oontintied  course  of  doing  good^  few  htm 
been  so  distinguished,  either  by  the  i$:]^tent  of 
the  good  produced,  or  by  the  pwrilfcy  of  mo^we 
and  energy  of  character  eichibrted  in  the  pnUGBis 
of  doing  it,  as  the  late  John  Howard,  To 
hare  adopted  the  cause  of  the  prisoner,  the 
sick,  and  the  destitute,  not  only  in  his  own 
country,  but  throughout  Europe; — to  have 
considerably  alleviated  the  burden  of  present 
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miserj  among  those  UBfortmiate  classes,  and 
at  the  satBe  time  to  have  ""provided  for  the  re- 
formation of  the  vicious,  and  the  prevention  of 
future  criipes  and  calaimties  $-~to  have  he&i 
instrumental  in  the  actual  establishment  of 
many  plans  of  humanity  and  utility,  and  to 
have  laid  the  feuiidation  for  much  more  im* 
prowment  hereafter  s-^^and  to  have  done  all 
this  ais  a  private,  unaidad  individual,  struggling 
with  toils,  dangers,  and  difficulties^  which 
might  have  ap^Ied  the  most  resolute ; — U 
mirely  a  range  of  bemefioeiice,  which  scarcely 
€var  before  came  within  the  isompass  of  ene 
man's  'exertions.'^ 

AttacfaMent    to    rejigion    was    a   principle 
which  had  been  imbibed   by   Howard  in  his 

youth  s  and  which  continued  steady  and  uniform 
through  life*  Thouj^  he  seems  early  to  have 
anade  up  Us  mmd  as  to  the  doctrines  he  thought 
best  founded^  and  die  itaode  of  worship  he  most 
approved,  yet  religion  i^tractedly  considered, 
as  the  relation  %^ween  man  and  his  Maker, 
and  the  grand  8ii|ifpoit  of  morality,  appears  to 
bave  beea  the  {Kriofoipal  object  of  bis  regard. 
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This  excellent  principle  enlarged  his  .hearts  afid 
led  him  to  commiserate  the  distresses  of  his 
fellow-creatures  of  every  description;  and  at 
length  prompted  him  to  devote  his  life  to  the 
relief  of  suffering  hamanity. 

'Deeply  impressed  with  a 'sense « of  the  im- 
portance of  his  designs,  and  of  the  uncertainty 
of  human  life,  he  was  desirous  of  doing  as 
much  as  possible  within  the  allotted  limits. 
'And  the  number  of  prisons  and  hospitals  which 
he  visited,  in  a  short  period  of  time,  is.  sm^ 
prising.  The  pious  and  w^Urgovemed  disposi- 
tion by  which  he  was  actuated,  is  forcibly 
expressed  in  the  following  passage,  extracted 
from  one  of  his  interesting  publieationa, 

**  To  my  country  I  commit  the .  result  of 
my  pa^t  labours.  It  is  my  intention  again  to 
quit  it,  for  the  purpose  of  revisiting  Russia, 
Turkey,  and  some  other  coUQtr»es^  and  extend- 
ing  my  tour  in  the;  es^t.  I  am  'not  insensible 
of  the  dangers  that  must  attend  such  a  journey. 

Trusting,  however,  in  the  protection  of  that 
kind  Providence  which  has  hitherto /preserved 
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xne,  I  calmly  iind  cheerfully  commit  myself  to 
the  disposal  of  unerring  Wisdom.  Should  it 
please  God  to  cut  off  my  life  in  the  prosecution  > 
of  this  design^  let  not,  my  conduct  be  uncan- 
didly  imputed  to  rashness  or  enthusiasm:  but 
to  a  serious,  deliberate  conviction,  that  I  am: 
pursuing  the  path  of  duty^  and  to  a  sincere 
desire  of  bdng  made  an  instrument  of  greater 
usefulness  to  my  fellow*creatures,  than  could 
be  expected  in  the  narrow  circle  of  a  retired 
life/' 

A  little  before  the  last  time  of  his  leaving. 
England,  when  a  friend  expressed  his  coacera 
at  parting  with  him,  from  an  apprehension 
that  they  should  never  meet  again,  he  c^eer-* 
fully  replied ;  ^*  We  shall  soon  meet  in  heaven:'* 
and,  as  he  rather  expected  to  die  of  the  plag.ue> 
in  l^gy pt,  he  added,  *'  The  way  to  heaven  from. 
Grand  Cairo,  is  as  near  as  from  London/'  He 
said  he  was  perfectly  easy  as  to  the  event ;  and 
made  use  of  the  words  of  Father  Paul>  who, 
when-his  physicians^  told  him  he  had  not  long 
to  live, .  said  ;  "  It  is  well  i  whatever  pleases 
God,  pleases  me/' 
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That  in  his  stngillar  and  ettenSsive  course 
ef  beaefteence*  he  wait  net  ioAaenced  ftgr  a 
desire  of  attracting  the  notice^,  or  gaining  the 
i^^lawcj  of  hift  feUoin^crealufes^  appears  from 
las  general  life  and  condoctj  and  is  particu-* 
larfy^  evident^  from  the  spirit  and  firmness  with 
which  he  opposed  the  design^  formed  by  many 
pei^soas  of  distinclien  in  this  country^  to  erect 
a  statue^  or  some  Other  iiionmneflt»  to  his 
lionour. 

The  following  passages  are  selected  from 
some  of  his  letter!  (tt  this  sul^ect.--^''  To 
hasten  to^  the  other  very  distressing  aikir;  O, 
why  could  not  my  friends^  who  know  how 
ifmch  r  detest  such  parade^  have  stopped  so 
hasty  a  jAeasute!'  As  a  private  man^  with 
ifome  peeuliarities,  I  wished  to  retire  into 
dbscnrity  and  silence.  Indeed^  my  friend^  I 
cannot  bear  the  thought  of  being  thus  dragged 
out.  I  immediately  wrote  ^  and  I  hope  some- 
thing n»y  be  done  ta  stop  it.  My  best  friends 
most  disapprove  the  measure.  It  defanges  an<f 
ooA&nmds  bU  my  schemes;— ^^my  aaftalSon  is^ 
my  fallji  my  misfortune.— ^My  bei^  md  most 
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uttioMtte  friends  hne,  I  lee  by  the  papers, 
bsen  sa  kind  as  not  to  subscribe  to  what  yotb 

se  justly  term  a  hasty  measure.  Indeed,  if 
nothing  now  can  be  done, — I  speak  from ,  my 
heart, — never  poor  creature  was  more  dragged 
out  in  public/'  That  in  all  this  there  was 
no  alTectatMHiy  clearly  appeared  from  the  letter 
he  sent  to  die  subscribers ;.  in  whichi  after 
expressing  hts>  gratitude,  be  displayed  so  de^ 
termiied  a  repugnance  against  admitting  the 
pcmfOiaeA  honour,^  de^irecating  it  as  the  seveceah 
of  punislMneBtSr  tliat  nothing  could  be  urgedi 
b>  reply,,  and  tiie  bcesinesi  was  dpopped. 


thifli  great  aiid  good  msat  was  ardendy 
liidbounag  for  tiki  relief  of  distresn,  it  plcaasd 
t>ivine  Plrovidenoe  to  sofler  him  to  &11  a  victim; 
tor  ^  disease  supposed  to  be  the  plague,  at 
Cheraon,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1790. 
He  wafl  perfectly  sensible,  during  has  illness^ 
ttieept  at  short  intervals,  till  within  a  v^ry  few 
hours  bd&rr  his  death*  He  wast  fuHy  prepared 
for  the  evetit,  and  often  said,  that  he  had  no 
wish  fof  life,  bift  as  it  gave  him  the  means  of 
rdievin|(  hif  ftIIow*creatufies» 
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,  A  celebrated  orator  *  has  passed  so  fine  a 
eologium  on .  the  character  of  this  excellent 
man,  that  we  insert  it  with  particular  satis* 
faction.  '  '  ^ 

^'  I  cannot  name  this  gentleman  without, 
remarking^  that  his  labours  and  writings  have 
done  much  to  open  the  eyes  and  hearts  of 
mankind.  He  has  visited  all  Europe  ^— -not  to 
survey  the  sumptuousness  of  palaces,  or  the 
statdiness  of  temples;  not  to  make  accurate 
measurements  of  the  remains  of  ancient  gran- 
deur^  nor  to  form  a  scale  of  the  curiosity  of 
modern  art,  nor  to  collect  medals,  or  collate 
manuscripts : — but  to  dive  into  the  depths  of 
dungeons;  to  plunge  into  the  infection  of 
hospitals;  to  survey  the'  mansions  of  sorrow 
and  pain;  to  take  the  gage  and  dimensions 
of  misery,  depression,  and  contempt;  to  re- 
member  the  forgotten,  to  attend  to  the  neg- 
lected, to  visit  the  forsaken,  and  compare  and 
collate  the  distresses  of  all  men  in  alt  countries. 


*  Barke. 
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His  plan  is  original :  it  is  as  full  of  genius  as 
it  is  of  humanity.  It  was  a  voyage  of  dis- 
covery;  a  circumnavigation  of  charity.  AU 
ready  the  benefit  of  his  labour  is  felt  more  or 
less  in  every  country :  I  hope  he  will  anticipate 
his  final  reward,  by  seeing  all  its offects  fully 
realized  in  his  own/' 

We  shall  conclude  the  account  of  this  bene- 
volent man>  with  a  few  beautiful  lines^  written 
on  his  death  by  Dr.  Aikin. 


Howard  !  thy  task  is  done !  thy  Master  Calls ; 

And  summons  thee  from  Cherson^s  distant  walls. 

'' Come^  well-approy'd !  my  faithful  servant^  come! 

No  more  a  wand'rer,  seek  thy  destined  home. 

Long  have  I  mark'd  thee,  with  o'er-ruling  eye. 

And  sent  admiring  angels  from  on  high. 

To  walk  the  paths  of  danger  by  thy  side. 

From  death  to  shield  thee,  and  through  snares  to  guide. 

My  Minister  of  good,  Fye  sped  thy  way. 

And  shot  through  dungeon  glooms  a  leading  ray. 

To  cheer  by  thee,  with  kind  unhop*d  relief. 

My  creatures  lost  and  whelm'd  in  guilt  and  grief. 

£e 
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IWt  led.ihce,  txiefift,  on  throqgli  wtw4'rbg  clime^ 
To  cdmlMit  huiAad  wobs  and  hunxan  crimes. 
Bat  'tfs  enoagh! — thy  great  cottmitf ion's  o'er; 
I  prote  thy  faith,  thy  \&ve,  ity  seal,  ao-  moce. 
I^oir  droop,  that  far  from  coantry,  kindred^  fri^uds^ 
Thy  life,  to  duty  lon^  devoted,  ends: 
What  boots  it  where  the  high  reward  is  gir'n. 
Or  whence  the  aoul  triumphant  springis  to  heay'n." 


Dr.  KWixk  has  written  a  judidovs  and  interesting  aoconnt  of  John 
Howard,  under  tl\e  title  of,  **  A  view  of  the  character  of  John  Howard, 

•tq."  to  which  we  refer  the  reader  for  farther  infonnation,  xespectlnf 
this  truly  pious  and  worthy  man. 


f^/- 
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K'EWTON'S  LETTERS. 


l\i£  following  interestibg  samples  of  the 
]power  of  religion^  on  the  minds  of  persons  in 
humbte  life»  are  extracted  from  a  work  en** 
titled^  ^*  Cafdiphonia>  or^  the  utterance  of  the 
heart*'* 

**  Thotigh  the  grand  evidence  of  those 
truths  upon  which  our  hopes  are  built/  arises 
from  the  authority  of  God  declaring  them  in 
his  Word,  atid  repealing  them  by  his  Spirit  to 
the  awakened  heart;  (for  till  the  heart  is 
awakened  it  is  incapable  of  receiying  this  evi- 
dence;)  yet  some  of  these  truths  are  so  myste- 
rious, so  utterly  repugnant  to  the  judgment  of 
depraved  nature,  that  through  the  remaining 


*  By  John  NBWTOTf>  Rector  of  St.  Mary,  Woolnoth, 
Londoxu 
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influence  of  unbelief  and  vain  reasoning,  the 

temptations  of  Satan,  and  the  subtle  arguments 
with  which  some  men,  reputed  wise,  attack 
the  foundations  of  our  faith,  the  minds  even 
of  believers  are  sometimes  capable  of  being^ 
shaken.  I  know  no  better  corroborating  evi- 
dence, for  the  relief  of  the  mind  under  such 
fissaults,  than  the  testimony  of  d^iug  persons ; 
especially  of  such  as  have  lived  out  of  the  noise 
of  controversy,  and  who,  perhaps,  never  heard 
a  syllable  of  what  has  been  started  in  these 
evil  days,  against  some  of  the  important  ar- 
ticles of  the  Christian  Faith. 

Permit  me,  my  lord, '  to  relate,  upon  this 
occasion,  some  things  which  exceedingly  struck 
me,  in  thq  conversation  I  had  with  a  young 
Wo^lan,  whom  I  visited  in  her  last  illness  about 
two  years  ago.      She   was.   a  saber^    prudent 

person,  of  pl9.|n  sense;  she  could  read  the 
Bible,  but  had  read  little  besides.  Her  know- 
ledge of  the  world  was  nearly  confined  to  the 
parish ;  for  I  suppose  she  was  seldom,  if  ever, 
twelve  miles  from  home.  She  had  known  the 
Gospel    about   seven    years    before  the.  Lor4 
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Tfeited  her  with  a  lingering  consumption^  which, 
at  length,  removed  her  to  a  better  World.  A 
few  days  previous  to  her  death,  in  prayer  by 
her  bed-side,  I  thanked  the  Lord,  that  he  gave 
her  now  to  see  that  she  had  not  followed 
cunningly  devised  fables.  When  I  had  finished, 
she  repeated  that  expression :  *  No,*  said  »he, 
*  not  cunningly  devised  fables ;  these  are  reali- 
ties  indeed;  I  feel  their  truth;  I  feel  their 
comfort.  O,  tell  my  friends,  tell  my  acquaint- 
ance, tell  inquiring  souls,  tell  poor  sinners,  tell 
all  the  daughters  of  Jerusalem,'  (alluding  to 
Solomon's  Song,)  *  What  Jesus  has  done  for 
my  soul !  Tell  them,  that  now,  in  the  time  of 
need,  I  find  him  my  Beloved,  and  my  Friend ; 
and,  as- such,  I  commend  him  to  them/ '' 

She  then  fixed  Ker  eyes  steadfastly  upon 
me,  and  proceeded,  to  the  best  of  my  recoU 
lection,  as  follows :  *  Sir,  you  are  highly  fa- 
voured, in  being  called  to  preach  the  GbspeL 
I  have  often  heard  you  with  pleasure  ;  but  give 
me  leave  to  tell  you,  that  I  now  see  all  you 
have  said,  or  that  you  can  fiay,  is  comparatively 
but  little.     Nor  till  you  came  into  my  situation^ 

Ee3 
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and  have  death  and  eternity  full  in  your  view, 
n^ill  it  be  possible  for  you  to  coaceive  the  vast 
weight  and  importance  of  the  truths  you  4e» 
dare.  Oh!  sir^  it  is  a  serious  thing  to  die; 
no  words  can  express  what  is  needful  to  sup- 
port the  soul  in  the  solemnity  of  a  dymg 
hour/ 

**  When  I  visited  her  agatn»  she  said;  ^  I  feel 
that  my  hope  is  fixed  upon  the  Jj^ock  of  Ages : 
I  know  in  whom  I  liave  believed.  But  the 
approach  of  death  presents  a  prospect  whidi 
is^  till  then,  hidden  from  us,  and  which  cimiMit 
be  described/  She  said  much  more  to  the 
same  purpose;  and  in  all  she  spoke  tbere 
were  dignity,  weight,  and  evidence.  We  may 
well  say,  with  Elibu,  ^  Who  teacheth  like  the 
Lordr 

^'  Many  instances  of  the  like  kind  I  have  met 
with  here.  I  have  a  poor  girl  near  ne,  whose 
natural  capacity  is  very  small;  but  the  Lord 
has  been  pleased  to  make  her  acquainted  altera 
nately  with  great  temptations^  aiui  proportion-^ 
ably  great  discoverieci  of  bis  love  and  truth; 
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sometimes,  wfaen  faef  heart  is  enlarged,  I  listen 
to  her  with  astooisliment,  I  think  no  books 
^r  Kokosteihs  I  ever  met  with,  have  givea  me 
woh  an  impression  and  understanding  of  what 
the  Apostle  stjks,  '  the  deep  things  of  God^' 
as  I  have,  upon  some  occasions,  received  from 
iier  conversation. 

*'  We  have  lost  another  of  the  people  here : 
a  person  of  much  experience,  eminent  grace, 
wisdom,  and  usefulness.  She  walked  with  God 
forty  years.  She  was  one  of  the  Lord's  poor ; 
but  her  poverty  was  decent,  sanctified,  and 
honourable.  She  liv^d  respected,  and  her  death 
is  considered  as  a  public  loss.  It  is  a  great 
loss  to  me ;  I  shall  miss  her  advice  and  example^ 
by  which  I  have  been  often  edified  and  anl^ 
mated*  Almost  the  last  words  she  uttered 
were,  ^  The  Lord  is  my  portion,  saith  my 
soul.' 

^*  My  attendance  upon  the  sick  is  not  always 
equally  comfortable ;  but '  could  I  learn  aright, 
it  might  he  equally  instructive.  Some  confirm 
to  me  the  preciousness  of  a  Saviour,  by  the 
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cheerfulness  with  which,  throagh  faith  in  his 
name,  they  meet  the  Icing  of  terrors*  Others 
no  less  confirm  it,  by  the  terror  and  reluctance 
they  discover,  when  they  find  they  must  die. 
For  though  there  are  too  many  who  sadly 
slight  thie  blessed  Gospel,  while  they  are  in 
health,  yet,  in  this  place,  most  are  too  far 
enlightened  to  be  quite  thoughtless  about  their 
souls,  in  their  last  illness,  if  they  retain  their 
senses.  Then,  like  the  foolish  virgins,  they  say, 
'  Give  us  of  your  oil ! ' 

"  Through  the  Lord's  goodness,  several  whom 

I  have  visited  in  these  circumstances,  have 
afforded  me  a  comfortable  hope.  I  have  seen 
a  marvellous  and  blessed  -change  take  place, 
in  a  few  days,  in  their  language,  views,  and 
temper.  I  now  visit  a  young  person,  who  is 
cut  short  in  her  nineteenth  year,  by  a  con-» 
sumption,  and  who  I  think  cannot  live  many 
days.  I  found  her  very  ignorant  and  insen- 
sible, ^nd  she  remained  so  a  good  while;  but 
of  late,  I  hope,  her  heart  is  touched.  She 
feels  her  lost  state;  she  seems  to  have  some 
right  desires ;  and  I  <^nnot  but  think  the  Lord 
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is  teaching  hen  and  will  reveal  himself  to  her 
before  she  departs. 

**  But  the  scene  is  sometimes  diflferent.  I 
saw  a  young  woman  die  the  last  week.  I  had 
been  often  with  her;  but  the  night  she  was 
removed,  she  could  only  say,  *  O,  I  cannot 
live !  I  cannot  live  !'  She  repeated  this  mourn^^ 
ful  complaint  as  long  as  she  could  speak:  for 
as  the  vital  powers  were  more  oppressed,  her 
voice  was  changed  into  groans;  her  groans 
grew  fainter  and  fainter ;  and  in  about  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  after  she  had  done  speakings  she 
expired.  Poor  creature !  said  1  to  myself,  as 
I  stood  by  her  bed-side,  if  you  were  a  duchess^ 
in  this  situation,  what  could  the  world  do  for 
you  now !  I  thought  likewise^  how  many  things 
are  there  that  now  give  us  pleasure  or  pain, 
and  assume  a  mighty  impoitance  in  our  view, 
which,  in  a  dying  hour,  will  be  no  more  to 
us,  than  the  clouds  that  fly  unnoticed  over 
our  heads.  Then  the  truth  of  our  Lord^s  de- 
claration will  be  seen,  felt,  and  acknowledged; 
^  One  thing  is  needful.'  And  we  shall  be 
ready  to  apply  Grotius's  dying  confession  to  a 


496  jitewton's  lettem* 

great  part  of  oor  lives :    ^  Ah !   I  have  con- 
gUBaed  my  time^  in  laboriously  doing  nothing  V  ^ 

How  greaUy  does  it  exalt  the  mercy  and 
Ipoodness  of  the  universal  Parent  oi  mankind, 
4o  perceive  that  his  regard  is  equally  towards 
Im6  children  and  people,  whatever  may  be  their 
«tatt«tts  and  condkions  in  the  worid !  '  To  the 
poor  and  illiterate,  as  well  as  to  the  rich  and 
learned,  the  Gospel  is  preached;  ^d  those 
^rf*  every  class  who  become  truly  humble  and 
poor  in  spirit,  and  those  only,  will  cordially 
feceive  and  rejoice  in  it.  Learning  and  know*' 
iedge  are,  indeed,  ornaments  and  improvements 
0f  our  nature ;  and,  as  well  as  riches,  rank,  smd 
influence,  enable  us  to  enlarge  the  sphere  of 
«mr  dOtHity  and  beneficence :  but  it  is  not  hence 
to  be  inferred,  either  that  these  qualifications 
are  not  aUiended  with  peculiar  dangers,  temp^ 

« 

Nations,  and  inquietudes,  or  that  the  Father  of 
'Spirits,  who  is  just  and  equal  in  all  his  ways, 
regards  their  possessors  with  distinguished  marks 
of  his  favour.  The  wisdom  of  Providence,  to 
promote  order  and  gof^emment  in  the  earth, 
has,  indeed,  ordained  a  diver^ty  of  talents  and 
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conditions  amongst  men;  bnt  he  has  also  gra- 
ciously declared^  that  to  the  religious  and 
faithful  improvement,  even  of  jthe  fewest  talents^ 
shall  be  annexed  the  highest  reward  that  can 
be  conferred  upon  us;  namely,  that  of  *  Well 
done,  good  and  faithM  servant;  enter  thou 
into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord/ — A  humble  and 
teachable  disposition,  a  pious,  upright,  and 
benevolent  temper  of  mind,  are  incomparably 
of  greater  worth,  than  ^11  the  accomplishments 
and  possessions  of  the  world;  and  they  are 
the  only  attainments  which,  in  all  degrees  of 
knowledge,  and  in  every  station  and  condition 
of  life,  will  procure  the  Divine  favour,  and 
advance  us  to  real  honour  and  happiness. 


(     428     ) 


SECTION  IV. 


ZIMMERMAN. 


The  following  tribute  to .  the  memory  of  a 
beloved  daughter,  was  written  -by  Doctor  Zim- 
merman ;  and  marks  the  piety  of  his  own  mind, 
as  well  as  the  influence  of  religion  on  the  ami- 
able subject  of  his  sorrow. 

**  May  I  be  permitted  here  to  give  a  short 
account  of  a  young  person,  whose  memory 
I  am  extremely  anxious  to  preserve?  The 
world  was  unacquainted  with  her  excellence; 
she  was  known  to  those  only  whom  she  has 
left  behind  to  bewail  her  loss.  Her  sole  plea- 
sures were  those  which  a  retired  and  virtuous 
life  affords.  She  was  active,  invariably  mild, 
and  always  compassionate  to  the  miseries  of 
others.  Diffident  of  her  own  powers,  she  re- 
Jied  with  perfect  confidence  on  the  goodness 
of  God,  and  listened  attentively  to  the  precepts 
of  a  fond  parent.     Taught  by  my  experience. 
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submitting  to  my  judgment^  she  entertained 
for  me  the  most  ardent  affection  ^  and  con- 
vinced me,  not  by  professions,  but  by  actions, 
of  her  sincerity.  Willingly  would  I  have  re- 
signed my  life  to  have  saved  hers;  and  I  am 
satisfied  that  she  would  cheerfully  have  given 
up  her  own,  to  preserve  mine.  One  of  my 
greatest  pleasures  was,  to  please  her;  and  my 
endeavours  for  that  purpose  were  most. grate- 
fully returned.  She  gave  many  proofs  of  this^ 
kind  and  arniable  temper :  but  I  shall  mentioA 
one,  which,  though  small  in  itself,  was  pecu- 
liarly  pleasing  to  me.  She  frequently  presented 
me  with  a  rose,  which  she  knew  was  my 
&vourite  flower.  I  ever  received  it  from  her 
hand  with  delight,  and  preserved  it  as  a  rich 
treasure, 

'*  From  her  earliest  infancy,  she  nad  been 
the  submissive  victim  of  ill  health.  But  though 
of  a  weak  frame  of  body,  and  very  deeply 
afflicted,  she  bore  her  sufferings  with  steady 
fortitude,  and  pious  resignation  to  the  dispen- 
sations of  Heaven.  Hisr  appetite  was  almost 
gone,  whasi  we  left  Swisserland;  a  residence 
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which,  though  peculiaiij  endeared  to  h^,  sba 
quitted  wiA  her  mual  sweetness  of  temper^ 
and  without  discovering  the  '  smallest    regret. 
Soon  after  our  arrival  at  Hanov^er,  she  fell  into 
a  deep  decline,  which,   ait  length,  terminated 
in  a  hemorrhage  of  the  lungs,  of  a  very  uq« 
common  nature,  that  soon  deprived  me  of  thfr 
comfort  of  this  beloved  child.     From  the  know« 
ledge  I  had  of  her  constitution,  I  apprehended 
that  the  disorder  would  prove  mortaU     How 
frequently,    during    that    fatal    day»    did    my 
wounded,  bleeding  heart,  bend  me  on  my  kneea 
before  God,    to.  supplicate  for  her  recovery  1 
But  I  concealed  my  feelings  from  her  obser*^ 
vation.     Although  sensible  of  her  danger,  she 
never  discovered  the  least  apprehension.    Smiles 
played  around  her  pallid  cheeks,  whoever  £ 
entered  or  quitted  the  room.      Though  worn 
down  by  the  fatal  distemper,  a  prey  to  the  most 
corroding  sorrows,  the  sharpest  and  most  afflict-' 
ing  pains,  she  made  no  complaint.     She  mildly 
answered  all  my  questions,  by  some  short  sen^ 
tence,  without  entering  into  any  detail.    Her. 
decay  and  impending  dissolution  became  oh* 
vious  to  the  eye }  but  to  the  last  moment  of 
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her  life,  her  countenance  preserved  a  serenity 
correspondent  to  the  purity  of  her  mind,  and 
the  tender  emotions  of  her  heart. — ^Thus  I 
beheld  my  dear,  my  only  daughter,  at  the  age 
of  five-and-twenty,  after  a  tedious  suffering  of 

Bine  long  months,  expire  in  my  arms. 

« 

^<  During  the  short  time  we  passed  at  Ha* 

nover,  where   she    was   much    respected    and 

beloved,    she    amused    herself   by    composing 

several  rdigionsj  pieces,  which  were  afterwards 

found  among  her  papers;  and   in  which  sh^ 

implores   death  to  afford  her  a  speedy   relief 

from  her  paifis..    About  the  same  period,  she 

wrote  also   many  letters,   which  were  alveay^ 

affecting,  and  frequently  sublime.     They  werci 

filled  with  expres(»ioQs  of  the  same  desire  speed-^ 

ily  to  unite  her  spul  with  the  Author  of  her 

being.    The  last  words  that  my  dear,  my  ex* 

cellent  child  uttered,  amidst  the^  most  painful 

agonies,   were  these;    *  To  day  I  shall  taste 

the  joys  of  Hoaveal'  '* 
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SECTION  V. 

JAMfiS  HAY  BEATTIE. 

James  Hay  Beattie,  son  of  Dr.  Jiames 
Beattie,  professor  of  moral  philosophy  and 
logic  in  the  university  of  Aberdeen^  was  born 
in  the  year  1768.  He- died  early  in  life,  at 
the  age  of  twenty  two ;  but  wisdom,  not  years, 
is  the  gray  hair  to  man,  and  unspotted  life  is 
old  age. 

This  young  man  posstesed  a  fine  gesnius,  great 
yigour  of  understanding,  and  a  very  nneommon 
portion  of  learning  and  knowledge:  but  the 
rectitude  of  heart,  and  genuine  piety,  by  which 
he  was  so  eminently  distingoished,  are  the 
qualities  which  render  him  a  proper  subject  for 
these  memoirs. 

/ 

We  shall  select  a  few  traits  of  the  life  and 
character  of  this  excellent  youth,  as  proofs  of 
his  uncommon  merits  and  of  the  power  of  re* 
ligion  on  his  mind^ 
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Hmi  father  never  had  .occa$ioii  to  reprove  Ijim 
fiM^ve  three  or  four  times,  durii^g  the  whole  ^ 
^s  Ufe:  bedkiy  oharti^ement  the  oever  ^ped* 
4mced  at  M.  It  ,w<mld  ixideed  hitve  been  moofc 
Wirewws^  to  japply  this  mode  (oi  discipline  k# 
^ue^  -whose  suprei?^  fooncerfi  it  eirer  was,  t^ 
jcAow  his  dttty,  tfid  to  do  it.  The  first  rul^ 
of  morality  whiph  his  tfather  taught  him,  wene^ 
to  speak  truth,  and  Jceep  a  secret.;  i^nd  it  nevi^r 
appeared  that,  in  a  s^igle  insliaifkcej  he  transr 
gressed  either.  His  whole  bd»av^w;r,  at  scho<4 
jU2d  ^college,  was  not  only  irreproacjaable,  but 
fexcmplary.  In  the  year  1787,  thf  king,  upon 
ihe  recommendatiim  of  the  ^univensity  of  Ma^ 

e 

drischal  college,  was  pleased  to  appoint  him 
assistant  professor  of  moral  philosophy  and 
logic.  Hb  age  was  then  not  quite  nineteen ;; 
iiot  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  university  ivs 
character  was  so  well  known,  that  they  most 

■ 

readily,  as  well  as  unanimously,  concurred  in 
the  recommendation.  His  steadiness,  good- 
iiatare,  and  self-command,  secured,  his  autho- 
rity as  a  teacher  ;*  and  by  his  presence  of  miiod, 
^-and  peady  recollection,  he  satisfied  his  audiencb 
that,  though  young,  he  was  abundantly  qua- 
lified  to  instruct  them. 
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Piety  and  meekness  were  striking  features  in 
his  character,  habitual  to  hin>  in  infancy,  and 
through  Ufe.  The  Christian  religion  and  its 
eridences  he  had  studied  with  indefatigable  ap- 
plication; and  the  consequence  was  such,  as 
may  always  be  expected  in  like  cases,  where 
the  inquirer  has  candour  and  sense:  no  person 
could  love  his  religion  more  than  he  did,  or 
believe  in  it  with  fuller  asisurance  of  faith.  .  But 
in  his  behaviotir  there  was  no  austerity  or  sin- 
gularity. The  effect  of  religion  upon  his  mind 
was,,  to  make  him  cheerful,  considerate,  benev 
Tolent,  intr^id,  humble,  and  haf^y.  He  loved 
the  whole  human  race;  be  bore  a  particular 
love  to  Christians;  and  he  wished  aH  parties 
to  exercise  Christian  charity  towards  each  other. 
Me  wished  to  be,  and  to  be  considered  as,  a 
Christian:  a  title  which  he  thought  infinitely 
more  honourable  than  ajny  other. 

The  purity  and  the  delicacy  of  his  mind  were 
great ;  and,  in  one  so  young,  were  truly  admL- 
rable,  and  worthy  of  imitation.  He  was  aware 
of  the  danger  of  admitting  indelicate  or  imr 
proper  thoughts  into  his .  mind ;    for  he  knevr 
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that  .associations  of  ideas,  disapproved  both  by 
i^ason  as  incongraous,  and  by  conscience  as 
immoral,  might  in  a  moment  be  formed,  in 
consequence  of  inadvertency,  even  when  there 
was  no  settled  propensity  to  evil.  His  atten- 
tion was  continually  awake,  to  learn,  although 
from  the  slightest  hint,  or  most  trivial  circum- 
stance, what  might, be  useful;  in  purifying  his 
mind,  regulating  his  conduct,  or  improving  bis 
understanding. 

'  He  was  almost  constantly  occupied  in  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  his  office,  in  performing 
acts  of  kindness,  or  in  planning  works  of  lite- 
rature for'  the  benefit  of  mankind ;  and  there 
is  every  reason  to  believe,  that  if  his  life  had 
been  lengthened,  he  would  have  been  eminently 
useful  in  the.  world.  But  it  pleased  Divine 
Providence  to  permit  this  promising  youth'  to 
be  cut  down  by  disease,  in  the  morning  of  life. 
When  his  disorder  had  made  great  progress, 
and  he  saw  death  approaching,  he  niet  it  with 
his  usual-  calmness  and  resignation.  One  even- 
ingi  while  he  -was  expecting  the  physician,  who 
had.  been  sent-  for  in  the  belief  that  he  was  just 

Pf  2 
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|;otiig  to  expire,  he  sweetly  -saicl^  ^^  Haw  ^€#* 
sant  a  medicine  is  Ohristiaaitiy  V' 

He  sometimes  endeavoured  to  recoacile  Im 
father's  mriad  to  the  thought  of  fHirting  wi4rh 
bim ;  but,  for  fear  of  giviug  him  |>aiB»  spkobs 
seldom  and  ^aringljr  on  that  suli^ect.  *'  One 
daj^,"  says  his  father,  '*  when  I  was  sitting 
by  him,  he  began  to  speak  ki  very  affectionate 
terms,  as  he  often  had  done,  of  whai  he  called 
my  goodness  to  him.  I  begged  him  to  drop 
that  sutyect;  and  was  proceeding  to  tell  inm, 
that  I  had  never  done  any  thing  for  iiim  but 
what  du^  required,  and  inclination  .ppompted^; 
and  that,  for  the  little  I  had  done,  his  filial 
piety  and  other  virtues,  were  to  me  more  than 
a  sufficient  recompense, — when  he  interiru|>te4 
me,  i(which  be  was  not  apt  to  do,)  and,  startiag 
up^  with  inexpressible  fervour  and  soletn«Uy^ 
ipfiplored  the  blessing  of  God  -iipQa  me.  His 
look  at  that  moment,  though  I  shall  never  foi^CIt 
it,  I  /can  describe  in  no  other  "W^y  than  by 
saying,  that  it  seemed  to  have  «ia'it  sometiiing 
more  than  human,  and  what  I  marjr  not  very 
improperly  .perhaps  call  angelrc.     Seeing  m/t 


a^ated^  lie  expressed  concern  for  what  he  had 
dons ;  and  said  tbal^  w»hate?ep  might  he  in  hin 
mind>  lie  would  ttot  any  mora  put  my  feelings 
to  sasduer^  a  trial.  Somethnas^  however,  warm 
aBmtiinenlB  df  giattftude  woMld  l^i&  from  him? 
and  those*  were  Uio  oali)!  ocoastom  on  whicb^ 
^ringi  the  whole  ooupbo  of'  his  Wfii^sSy  be  wa( 
pbseF¥ed  to  tH^  tdars>  till  the  day  before  bia 
deatii^;  when  ho  deeireA  to  see  bis  brother,  gavo 
him  his  blessing,  wept  over  him,  and  bid  hina 
farewell/' 

The  preeedmg  traits  of  the  life  and  virtues  of 
this  amiable  and  accomplished  youth,  are  taken 
from  **  An  account  of  his  life  and  character,** 
written  and  published  by  his  very  worthy  father. 
Dr.  James  Beattie;  to  whirh  publication  the 
compiler  refers  the  reader  for  further  particulars^ 
He  will  find  it  a  well  written,  iiistructive,  and 
most  interesting  detail  of  the  sentiments  and 
conduct  of  this  e^cf^Uent  younjg;  man« 

We  cannot  better  close  this  memoir,  than  by 
transcribing  the  pious  and  pathetic  lines  of  his 
father,  at  tb^  c(W:liision  of  that  work.      **  J 
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have  lost  the  pleaaantest,  ^nd,  for  the  last  four 
or  fire  years  of  his  short  life^  one  of  the  most 
instructive  companions,  that  ever  man  was  de- 
lighted with.  But,  '  The  Lord  gave ;  the  Lord 
hath  taken  away:  blessed  be  the  mxn<e  of  the 
Lord/ — I  adore  the  Author  of  all  Good,  who 
gave  him  grace  (o  lead  such  a  life,  and  die 
such  a  djeath,  as  makes  it  impossiible  for  a 
Christian  to  doUbt  of  his  having  entered  y,pon 
the  inh^itance,  of  a  h^^ppy  immortality/' 


(    *39    ) 


SSCTION  VI. 


SIR  WILLIAM  JONES. 

•  •  •  •  " 

'Sir  William  Jones,  an  eminent  lawyer, 
and  most  accomplished  scholar,  was  born  in 
London,  in  the  year  1746.  He  lost  his  father 
vrfaeji  he  was  only  three  yeiars  of  age  ;  and  the 
care  of  his  education  devolved  on  his  mother, 
a,  -womdxn  of  lAicommbii  mental  endowments. 
She  was  v^ry  solicitous  to  kindle  in  his  young 
mind  a  love  for  reading ;' which  she  effected, 
by  <:bn8taat]y  replying  to  tho^e  quesliohs  that 
b:  native  aridour  for  ihstriictioh  incessantly 
prompted,  ^<<  Read,  and  you  will  know!*'  This 
he  did  to  a  great  extent,  at  a  very  early 
pieridd. 

4  ' 

He  was.  not  one  of  those  happy  geniuses,  (if 
such  there  are,)  who  caii  make  brilliant  acqui- 
si|;iQns  without  pains.  It  was,  on  the  pen- 
jtfary,  by  the  most  sedulous  ihdwtry,  a^d  the 
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renunciation  of  the  usual  diversions  of  a  schooU 
boy,  joined  with  the  natural  gift  of  a  very- 
retentive  memory,  that  he  was  enabled  to  lay 
in  those  ample  stores  of  knowledge,  by  which 
he  became  so. highly  distinguished. 

In  1764,  he  was  entered  of  University  college^ 
Qsdord  s  and  hig  excellent  mother^  who  devoted 
her  time  ^most  entirely  to  himj^  fixed  \h^  rev 
sidence  in  the  same  city.  This  a^fectiohate' 
aad  jttdioious  atteatkw,  mast  have  preleDrcdr 
him  from  ikiany  dangersji  aixd  was  dbUbtlesB^ 
productive  of  great  eoMifort  and  advantage  to^ 
him.  He  ever  regarded  her  with  true  filialr 
afTeqtioti  and  gratitude  ;•  and  the  destife  of  re^ 
iieving  her  from  the  burdi^  of  his  edueattoAr 
rendq^  a  fellowship  in  the  cdlege  the  gpneat 
object  6f  his  wishes.  This  soon:  fdl  into  Hb 
po^sessiQn>  and  placed  bimji  according  fe  hm 
awn  idea^  in  a  state  q{  independence.     HA  hsA 

the  private  tuition  of  young  lord  Althorpe,  now 
e^l  Spencer;  wit^  whom  he  made  a  tow  to  the 
Gbntinent^  by  which  he  wsls  introduced  int« 
the  most  respec^ble  company,  ai*i  derived  not? 
only  amttsennefiti  \>vi%  inucb  ipMriictioni. 
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.  As  he  was  desirous  of  obtaining  a  station  inr 
society  adeqiiate  to  his  endowments^  and  by 
which  he  might  be,  in  no  ofdinaxy  degceeyf 
useful  ta  his  fellow  creatures^  be  chose  the  pro^ 
fession  of*  law,  for  the  study  of  which  he  had 
acquired-  a  particfdar  predilection.  He  en- 
tered at  the  Temple  in  the  year  1770;  and; 
four  years  afterwards  he  w€is  ealled  to  the 
Bar.  He  did  not,  however,  sacrifiee  to  pro* 
fiossionai  studies  all  those  literary  pursuits^,  wfaichx 
bad  so  ddightfully  occupied  him.  He  pub«« 
lisbed  serarid  voluaies  ti  pcMmsy  paflJy  tnuislaF^ 
tians  fr^m  the  poets  of  Asia^  and  ^  iiBtnbeff 
of  critical  dtssertaiioils ;  which  attracted  fhel 
notice  and  admiratien  of  persons,  both  at  hotne 
and  abroad,  who  were  competent  judges  of  thd 
subjects. 


post  of  one  of  the  judges  in  th^  English, 
territories  of  India^  hadf  long  been  a  pavtici^iar 
object  of  h»  wishes,  principally  on  acxouot  of 
the  opportunity  it  would  afford  him  of  gratify^ 
ing  his  ardent  desire  for  Oriental  researches. 
,Acnd  lit  1 7Sfl»  he  received  the  appointment  of 
#  jvdge  of  the  supreme  court  of  judicature  atr 
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•        .  • •  • 

Fort  Wiiltaih  in  Bengal ;  and  at  the  same  time 
the  hondur  of  knighthood  was  conferred  upon 
him.     Abont  this   period   he  married   a   most 

amiable  woman^  'whose  cahivated  minil  and 
excellent  heart,  were  finely  adapted  to  his 
views  and  happiness.  The  field  of  action  and 
inquiry  which  opened  to  him  in  India,  was 
immense.  He  planned  the  institution  of  a 
society  in  Calcutta,  similar  to  the  •'Royal  Society 
of  London ;  and  the  labours  and  discoveries  of 
this  institution  have  been  very  interesting  and 
eminently  usefuL  Folf  his  extensive  researches 
into  tile  history,  laws,  literature,  and  reltgioA  of 
India,  the  world  is  greatly  indebted  to  him ; 
and  fi*om  them  the  cause  of  Christianity  has 
derived  no  incodsiderable  aid. 

ft  * 

This  learned  and  excellent  man  was,  in  the 
prime  of  his  days,  and  when  apparently  in 
g^ood  healjth,  seized  with  a  disorder  which,  in 
about  a  week^  put  a  period  to  his  valuable  life. 
He  was  then  in  the  forty  eighth  jrear  of  his  age, 
possessing  the  full  vigour  of  bis.  ntiental  powers, 
and  occupied  with  vast  projects  of  literature, 
which  might  baine  Employed  an  active  life  )pro^ 
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tracted   to  the  utmost  limits  allotted  to.   the* 
human  race. 

Few  men  have  died  more  respected,  or  more 
regretted,   as  few  have   passed-  a  more  useful 
and  irreproachable  life.     The  vast  extent  of  his 
erudition    has    been    displayed    in  his  literary 
labours;    to    which    it    may  be^    added,    that- 
scarcely  any  su^bject  of  human  research  escaped  ^ 
his  notice.     As  a  linguist  he  has.  rarely,  if  ever, ' 
been  equalled;  for  his  list  of  languages  com- 
prehends,    **  eight    studied     critically  ;    eight 
studied  less  perfectly,  but  all  intelligible  with 
a  dictionary ;  and  twetve  studied  least  perfi&Ctly, ; 
but  all  ^  attainable."     His  industry  in  acquirinrg 
elementary  knowledge  wais.  not  however  pro-- 
ductive  of  dryness  ;  taste  and  6le^ance  mai&'ed. 
a|l  his  exertions.;     As  a  poet,  he  would  pro- .. 
bably  have  riseh  to  the  first    class, '  had!  his . 
ardour  for  transplanting  foreign   beautieis,   al^.* 
lowed  him /leisure  for  the  exercise  of  his  own . 
iitventiqn.  ;  His  private  virtues   were  not  infe- 
rior  to  his  intellectual  endowments.     As  a  son, 
a  husband,  a  friend,  s^nd  a  citizen,  he  fulfilled  . 
every  duty  in*  an  exemplary  manner.    His  in* 


above  all  suspicion*  He  was  totally  fr^  ftom 
pedantry^  as  well  as  fi*om  that  arrogance  and 

mfti  4is9raw  the  fi^ta^t  abilities^  Hk  pi^ 
Mfice  vim  tbe^  4^if  btt  of  eiieey  mmsMo^  mbik^lk 

hia  irhcAe  Mndiict  (m»poke  a  «atdy  ^Qdb  ia^ 
dbp^miettt  fl))i«ife  ▲  national  and  e39aked'  pi<^y 
crowned  ttie  whole  of  tikr  great  attakiiiii»(«» 

<«  Th«  MM  ^  sir  WHKaift  ^oiieis/'  «ayi  Im 

pWm  Md  eli9gatil  biogna^ev,  ]KNPd  T^^9I»9G^% 
^^was.«orer  tainted  witife  infldetity.  fint  tfiena 
was  a  pemidy  ftefiiot  \m  judgneiefit  wits  matered, 
aiid:!bafiirelia>  liad  stodM  tbe  Smriptures  wilk 
ckiM!  aMmtfkoii^  h^m^  kts  belief  in  th^  truth  of 
HeteUitbn  waa  tinged  with  doubts.  But  tites# 
weve  4l»e*  tiansietit  cteuds,  whieh  Ibr  a  w4^^ 
obscure  the  dlnwn^  and  dfspersef  wifh  the  rising 
sQtt^.  His*  heart  and  his  judgment  told  him, 
that  refigfon  is  a  subject  of  supreme  importance, 
and  tbe  evidence  of  its  truth  worthy  of  his 
most  serious  investigation.    About  the  twenty 
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i^iuiury  wUliMrt  pi^ii^  «i)d  tf^seftom  itwitfi 
%  ocmvictwQ^  which  the  sliidim  of  im  fiftuM^ 
life  iovigarc^tit  Hid  )coiifiMrdL  HHk  codiv 
pletion  of  the  ;]^opheei68  telatilig  to  (our  Swiiout^ 
bad  impressed  i^n  his  fyouAhfiri  ftMiid  dib  «- 
valuable  truth>  •th^  rthe  language  of  "isaiah,  mot 
of  die  prophefta*  mis  liuf^ned:;  avi  tm  ihis  %o- 
iu^f,  to  which  Aesh  \pmth  w«oe  pM^emvi^ 
added^  heiiloli^dihkiife.  He  JiM^  /i  taruit^  'fi»- 
ie^tved>  4hrQ«^h  idle  moHlB  of  ^hisjReAseiMr^  't^ 
't)ew4iiid  •of  im  faiMi. 

^'^Iti  tnotterir  'tf  etemil '  0M»en!i>  ^Hie  <ftiifto- 

fit^r  pof  «be  )bighwt  rhtqmfltti  ^^pmimis  h«s  tto 

dakn  to  te  oAaiPttod,  as  a  gfcmui  ot  hdii^; 

hut  it  '^ftHiy,  i«/*rti  the  ^jftritfteirt  prcjprfety,  bo 

<Bppos«d  to  thM  eiHf  'men  of  ifaferior  Icatnitig  and 
f>o0eferatfDii':^^tid  whrfet  the  Tpimis  derive  tjatis- 

fecfwin,  tfnwn  *hfe  ^p^ftftdl  off-  somiments  accord- 
ing with  itWir  nmn,  those  *who  dotibt  or  dis- 
bcKdiro,  should  ihe  -indtuced  *o  weigh,  ^with 
candour  ^and  ^idiptirttoUtyi  at-guments  whiob  have 
f^rodaoed  ci^viction  in  the  mmds  of  the  hest, 
the  <$irise^^  and  the  mo^t  ieamed  (>f  mahkiud. 
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'<  Among  sach  as  have  professed  a  steady 
belief  in  the  doctrine  of  Christianity,  where 
shall  greater  names  be  found,  than  those  of 
Bacon  and  Newton  ?  Of  the  former,  and  of 
Locke,  it  may  be  observed,  that  they  were 
both  innovators  in  science :  disdaining  to  fot 
low  the  sages  of  antiquity  through  the  beaten 
paths  of  error,  they  broke  through  prejudices, 
which .  had  long  obstructed  the  progress  of 
sound  knowledge^  and  they  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  science  on  solid  ground ;  whilst  the 
genius  of  Newton  led  him  to  discoveries  of 
an  amazing  extent.  These  men,  to  their  great 
praise,  and  we  may  hope  to  their  eternal  hap- 
piness, devoted  much  of  their  time  to  the  study 
of  the  Scriptures.  .  If  the  evidence  of  Reve- 
lation had  been  weak^  who  were  better  quali* 
f^ed  to  expose  its  unsoundness?  .  Why  were 
minds  which  boldly  destroyed  the  prejudices 
in  science,  blind  to  those  in  religion?  They 
read,  examined,  weighed^  and  believed  3  and 
the  same  vigorous  intellect,  that '  dispersed  the 
mists  which  concealed  the.  temple  of.  human 
knowledge,  was  itself  illuminated  with  th^ 
radiant    truths    of    Divine    Revelation.      Such 


SIR  WILLIAM  JONES.  44? 

^Qtborities,  and  let  me  now  subjoin  to  them 
the  name  of  sir  William  Jones^  are  desorredijr 
entitled  to  great  estimation. 

**  In  some  of  his  papers,  containing  a  deli? 
neation  of  his  daily  occupation^,  I  find  a  por<- 
tion  of  his  time  allotted  to  the  perusal  of  the 
Scriptures.  And  I  am  authorised  to  add,  not 
only  from  what  appears  in  hi^  printed  works 
and  private  memoranda,  but  from  particular 
and  satisfactory  testimony,  that  the  writings 
of  our  best  divines  engaged  a  large  share  of  his 
attention ;  and  that  private  devotion  was  not 
neglected  by  him.     The  following  lines,  which 

r 

afford  a  proof  both  of  his  taste  and  piety,  were 
written  by  him  in  the  year  17^,  after  a 
perusal  of  the  eighth  sermon  of  Barrow. 


*  As  meadows  parch 'd,  brown  groves,  and  withering  flQW*ri| 
Imbibe  ^he  sparkling  dew  and  genial  show'rs; 
As  chilly  dark  air  inhales  the  morning  beam^ 
As  thirsty  harts  enjoy  the  gelid  stream ; 
Thus  to  man's  grateful  atml  from  Heav'n  jescend. 
The  mercies  of  his  Father,  Lord,  and  Friend.'  '* 


4$0  am  mnajiAM  »mt^ 

At  the  end  of  liifi  BiUe^  he  wrroie  ibe  Mr 
ioimig  note ;  which  coming  from  a  vMSxof  km 
profound  erudition,  and  perfioct  knowledge  ol 
the  Oriental  languages,  customs,  and  manners, 
sniBt  be  considered  as  a  powerful  testimony, 
not  only  to  the  suUmityi  hat  to  the  Dwise 
Inspiration,  of  the  Sacred  Scriptwes. 

"  I  have,"  ^ays  he,  ''  carefuHy  and  reguiarif 
yemsed  thcae  iloly  Scriptures;  and  I  am  of 
opinion  tisat  this  volume,  indepeodenlfly  of  ite 
Divine  origin,  contains  more  true  sublimity; 
more  -exquisite  beauty, .  more  pure  morality, 
more  impertant  bisfeory,  smd  iiner  strains  botii 
of  poetry  asid  eloquence,  than  can  ^  collected 
from>aU  other  books,  m  whatever  age  or  lan- 
guage they  may  have  been  written." 

As  religion  v^^as  the  subject  of  his  medita* 
tions  in  heahh,  it  was  more  forcibly  impressed 
upon  his  mind  during  illness.  He  knew  the 
duty  of  resignation  to  the  will  of  his  Maker, 
and  of  dependence  on  the  merits  of  a  Redeemer. 
These  jsentiinents  are  expressed  in  a  short 
prayer,  which  he  composed  during  his  in^ 
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position  in  1784;  and  which  is  in  the  follow- 
ing words, 

"  O  thou'  Bestower  of  all  good  !  if  it  please 
thee  to  continue  my  easy  t^sks  in  this  life^  grant 
me  strength  to  perform  them  as  a  faithful  ser- 
vant :  but  if  thy  wisdom  hath  willed  to  end 
them  by  this  thy  visitation^  admit  me^  not 
weighing  my  unworthiness,  but  through  thy 
mercy  declared  in  Christ,  into  thy  heavenly 
mansipns,  that  I  may  continually  advance 
in  happiness^  by  advancing  in  true  know- 
ledge and  awful  love  of  thee.  Thy  will  be 
done!" 

Another  short  prayer,  composed  by  him,  on 
waking  one  morning  at  sea  during  the  voyage 
to  India,  is  worthy  of  insertion. 

*^  Graciously  accept  our  thanks,  thou  Giver 
of  all  good,  for  having  preserved  us  another 
night,  and  bestowed  on  us  another  day.  O, 
grant  that  on  this  day,  we  may  meditate 
on    thy    law    with   joyful    veneration ;     and 

^  Gg 
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keep  it   in  all    our    actions^    with    firm  ob^ 
dieoce.^ 

Amongst  the  papers  written  hy  this  trtiljr 
excellent  man,  was  the  following  prayer,  com*^ 
posed  by  him  on  the  first  day  of  the  year  1782; 
about  twelve  years  before  his  death.  It  is  evi- 
dently the  effusion  of  a  pious  mind,  deeply  im-- 
pressed  with  an  awful  sense  of  the  infinite  * 
wisdom,  power,  and  benevolence  of  his  Creator ; 
and  of  the  ignorance,  weakness,  and  depravity 
^f  human  nature.  It  contailis  irublime  views 
of  the  Divine  attributes ;  and  the  most  humUe 
dependence  on  God,  for  light  and  ability  t^ 
serve  him  acceptably. 

"  Eternal  and  incomprehensible  Minj,  whd, 
by  thy  boundless  power,  before  time  began, 
createdst  innumerable  worlds  for  thy  glory, 
and  innumerable  orders  of  beings  for  their  hap- 
piness, which  thy  infinite  goodness  prompted 
thee  to  desire,  and  thy  infinite  wisdom  enabled 
thee  to  know  f  we,  thy  creatures,  vanish  int^ 
nothing    before    thy  supreme    Majesty.      We^ 
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hourly  feel  our  weakness ;  we  daily  beWail  ouf 
vices;  we  continually  acknowledge  our  folly: 
thee  only  we  adore  with  awful  veneration  j  thee 
we  thank  with  the  most  fervent  2eal ;  thee  we 
praise  with  astonishment  and  rapture:   to  thy 
power  we  humbly  submit ;  of  thy  goodness  we 
devoutly  implore  protection;   on  thy  wisdom 
we  firmly  and  cheerfully  rely.    We  do  but  open 
our  eyes,  and  instantly  we  perceive  thy  Divine 
existence ;   we  do  but  exert  our  reason,  and 
in  a  moment  we  discover  thy  Divine  attributes  ; 
but  our  eyes  could  not  behold  thy  splendour^ 
nor  could  our  minds  comprehend  thy  Divine 
essence  ;  we  see  thee  only  through  thy  stupen« 
dous  and  alKperfect  works ;  we  know  thee  only 
by  that    ray  of   sacred    light,    which    it  has 
pleased  thee  to  reveal*    Nevertheless,  if  crea* 
tures  too  ignorant  to  conceive,   and  too   de-> 
praved  to  pursue,  the  means  of  their  own  hap« 
piness,  may  without  presumption  express  their 
wants  to   their  Creator,    let  ns  humbly  sup- 
plicate thee    to    remove    from  us    that    evil, 
which  thou  hast  permitted  for  a  time  to  exists 
that  our  ultimate  good  may  be  complete,  and 
to  secure  us  from  that  vice,  which  thou  8uf« 
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fierest  to  spread  snares  around   us,    that  the 
triumph  of  virtue  m^y  be  more  conspiouous;* 
Irradiate  our  minds  with  all  us^ul  truth:  iur 
itili  into  our  hearts  a  spirit  of  general  benevor 
lence;    give    understanding    to    the    foolish; 
medkness  to  the  proud;  temperance    to   the 
dissolute ;  fortitude  to  the  feeble-hearted ;  hope 
to  the  desponding;  faith  to  the  unbelieving; 
diligence  to  the  slothful  j   patience    to   those 
who    are  in  pain ;    and  thy  celestial    aid    tQ 
those  who  are  in  danger :  comfort  the  afflicted  i 
relieve  the  distressed ;  supply  the  hungry  with 
salutary  food,  and  the  thirsty  with  a  plentiful 

^tream.  Impute  not  our  doubts  to  indifference^ 
nor  our  slowness  of  belief  to  hardness  of  heart ; 
but  be  indulgent  tp  our  imperfect  nature, 
and  supply  our  imperfections  by  thy  heavenly 

r 

favour.  Suffer  not,  we  anxiously  pray,  suffer 
not  oppression  to  prevail  over  innocence,  nor 
the  might  of  the  avenger  over  the  weakness  of 
the  just.  Whenever  we  address  thee  in  our 
retirement  from  the  vanities  of  the  world,  if 
Qur  prayers  are  foolish,  pity  us;  if  presump* 
tuous,  pardon  us  ;  if  acceptable  to  thee,  grant 
them,  all   powerful  God,  grant  them  1    And 
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is,  with  our  living  voice^  and  with  our  dying 
lips^  we  will  express  our  submission  to  thy  de« 
crees,  adore  thy  providence,  and  bless  thy 
dispensations;  so,  in  all  future  states,  to 
which  we  revetently  hope  thy  goodness  will 
i^aise  us,  g^rant  that  we  may  continue  praisings 
{admiring,  venerating,  worshiping  thee  more 
and  more,  through  worlds  without  number, 
and  ages  without  end/^ 
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The  Reader,  before  he  closes  this  volume, 
will  naturally  pause,  and  encourage  reflections 
adapted  to  the  subject.— He  has  been  pre- 
sented wit^  .the  testiniQnies  and  experience  of 
a  number  of  his  feHowrftreatures,  of  different 
peripds,  countries,  professions^  and  situations^ 
in  life.  He  has  fountd  them  all  uniting  in 
their  attestations  to  ,the  power  and  jexcellence 
of  true  religion,  •as  our. surest  guj^de  and  con- 
solation through  time,  and  the  only  ^eans  x)f 
securing  eternal  Ijiappiness.  Th^s  solemn  and 
concurring  jtestiqiony  is  vf  great  imjJortaTnce.. 
It  proceeds  from  some  of  the  most  eminent 
persons  that  have  ,eyer  appeared  in  the  world, 
whether  we  consider  tl^ir  station,  tlieir  abi«, 
litics,  or  their  ji^irtue.  It  is  on  a  subject  of 
the  moist  interesting  nature :  and  claims  our 
serious  and  reverent  attention,  as  the  senti- 
ments of  men^  who  were  too  much  enlightened 
;to  be   deceived    themselves,    and    too    deeply 
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affected,  as  well  as  too  virtuous,  to  deceive 
others.  They  expressed  their  genuine  feelings, 
and  their  unbiassed  views  of  things^  at  the 
most  awful  period  of  life. 

Some  of  these  distinguished  persons  seem  not 
to  have  been  deeply  impressed  with  religious^ 
considerations,  till  near  the  termination  of  their 
days:  they  had  then  to  lament  the  misappli- 
cation of  their  time,  and  the  delay  of  the  great 
work  for  which  they  were  brought  into  exist- 
ence.— ^Others  appear  to  have  made  an  early, 
or  more  seasonable,  choice  of  virtue  and  good- 
ness  for  their  portion;  and  to  have  spent  a 
'  great  part  of  their  lives,  in  the  fear  and  love 
of  God,  and  in  doing  good  ip  mankind.  They 
enjoyed  that  peace  of  minc^  which  the  world 
could  neither  give  noY  takeaway:  and  a  cheer- 
ing well-grounded  hope  accompanied  them  to 
the  closing  scene,  that  there  was  reserved  for 
them  a  crown  of  immortal  honour.  What  an 
evidence  on  behalf  of  piety  and  virtue !  What 
a  dissuasive  from  vice  and  folly!  And  how 
animating  to  weary  travellers,  to  persevere  in . 
the  paths  of  goodness,  and  to  keep  their  eyes 
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fixed  on  that  happy  country,  where  they  too 
shall  rest  for  ever  from  all  their  labours ! 

But  we  live  in  a  world  of  danger  and  tempta- 
tion. Propensities  to  evil  are  powerful.  The 
riches,  honours,  and  pleasures  of  life,  are  con- 
tinually alluring  us  to  an  immoderate  love  and 
pursuit  of  them.  The  subtle  enemy  of  all  good 
is  perpetually  on  the  watch,  to  avail  himself 
of  our  weakness  and  exposure,  and  to  ensnare 
and  destroy  us.  Our  safety,  therefore,  consist^ 
in  being  always  on  our  guard,  and  in  steadfastly 
resisting  every  approach  of  evil. 

But  who  is  sufficient  for  these  things!  In 
this  situation,  how  sliall  we  preserve  our  in- 
nocence, maintain  the  warfare,  and  finally  be- 
come victorious.?— There  is  not  a  more  evident 
and  important  truth,  than  that  the  power  of 
accomplishing  these  great  ends  of  life,  is^  not 
of  ourselves.  It  proceeds  from  the  grace  of 
God;  unto  whom  we  are  directed  to  apply 
daily,  for  preservation  in  temptation,  and  de- 
liverance from  evil.  The  perusal  of  valuable 
books,  reflection,  conversation,  and  other  means 
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of  moral  and  intellectual  improvement,  are 
indeed  of  great  use  and  importance.  Besides 
enlarging  the  mind,  and  promoting  our  tem- 
poral conii'ort  and  advantage,  tbey  may  spread 
before  us  a  pleading  vi^w,  of  the  beauty  and 
es^cellepce  pf  religion ;  and  may  occasion  some 
^esires  for  the  possession  of  that  happiness 
which  it  confers:  but  unless  the  divine  aid 
be  sought  for  and  ^uperadded^  thfiy  will  not 
be  able  to  produce  tb^t  /strength  of  resolution^ 
and  steady  perseverance,  vi^hich  are  necessary 
to  croyirn  our  labours  with  success.  Interest^ 
passion,  depraved  inclination,  and  the  love  of  the 
world,  in  constant  operation,  are  too  powerful 
t;o  be  controlled,  by  slight  and  temporary  con- 
victions pf  mind,  or  feeble  and  transient  wishes 

of  the  heart* 

»       '  /•  •    •  • 

May  we,  therefore,  never  fest  satisfied  with 
clear  apprehensions  of  our  ^nty,  just  sentir 
ments  of  the  beauty  and  excellence  of  Relir 
gion^  and  frequent  desires  to  become  its  dis- 
ciples,  and   to   partake  of  its  felicity !     May 

> 

we  be  earnestly  and  steadfastly  concerned  to 
;apply,  through  the  Redeemer  of  mankind^  to 
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the  Giver  of  all  good,  for  the  assistance  of  his 
Holy  Spirit,  as  the  only  power  whioh  can 
sanctify  and  render  effectual  our  endeavours 
to  please  him,  and  produce  in  us  the  highest 
perfection  of  our  nature  ! 

He  that  formed  our  spirits,  who  is  constantly 
present  with  us,  and  without  whose  superintend- 
ence not  a  sparrow  falls  to  the. ground,  knows 
all  ours  wants  and  frailties;  and  is' not  only 
able,  but  abundantly  disposed,  to  grant  all 
our  humble  and  pious  requests,  and  to  give  us 
every  necessary  support  and  comfort.  "  Ask, 
and  it  shall  be  given  you;  seek,  and  ye  shall 
find;  knock,  and  it  shall  be  opened  unto  you/' 
Let  us  not,  therefore,  be  dismayed  by  the 
perils  of  our  situation,  and  the  feebleness  of 
our  powers.  With  humble  confidence,  let  us 
implore  the  God  of  love  and  mercy,  to  forgive 
all  pur  offences;  to  conduct  us  safely  through 
the  present  life ;  and  to  prepare  us  for  a  happy 
immortality. 
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Recommendations  of  this  Work. 


^K  har«  had  fret^uent  occasion  to  speak  of  the  diligence,  good  sense^ 
and  ^ood  intentions  of  Mr.  Murray;  and  we  congratulate  him  sin- 
jCerely  on  the   success  of  this  particular  work.    We  announce  this 

edition,  because   the  alterations^  and  additions  are  so  considerablct 
^hat  it  is  rendered  almost  a  new  work.  British  Critic,  July,  1801. 

'*The  examples  which  Mr.  Murray  has  here  selected,  and  the 
judicious  reflections  which  accompany  them,  are  such  as  can  scarcely 
fail  to  make  the  best  impressions,  and  to  produce  the  best  effects,  on 
all  who  read  them  with  attention.  The  present  edition  of  this  ex- 
cellent publication,  which  has  been  long  known  and  commended,  is 
enlarged  by  the  addition  of  ti^enty-two  new  characters,  filling  nearly 
«ne  hundred  pages."  jinti- jacobin  Keview,  January,  1 8U4« 

^  We  have  received  the  tenth  and  last  edition  ef  this  valuable  work. 
The  improvements  made  in  it,  will  appear  from  the  Author^  Adver* 
Usement,  We  can  only  add  to  this  account  of  the  present  useful 
volume,  our  hope  that  it  ifrill  be  extensively  circulated  among  our 
countrymen."  The  American  lieviezc  and  Literary  Journal^ 

for  July,  August,  and  September ^  1801, 

**  On  reviewing  this  book,  in  its  improved  form,  we  find  the  facts 
unquestionable  and  highly  interesting — the  style  correct  and  neat-— 
and  the  general  tendency  of  the  work  such  as  induces  us  strongly  to 
recommend  it,  especially  to  young  readers;  who  love  entertainment 
mingled  with  instruction."  EpangeUcal  Magazine,  October,  1801. 

*'  The  rapid  sale  of  this  small  but  valuable  collection,  has  antici- 
pated the  commendation  we  are  desirous  to  bestow.  In  an  exem- 
plification of  more  than  seventy  remarkable  characters,  many  striking 
examples  are  exhibitt^d  which,  in  the  quiet  hour  of  reflection,  may 
contribute  to  arrest  the  careless  and  wandefing ;  to  animate  the 
sincere  and  virtuous;  and  tf>  convince  or  discountenance  those  who 
have  been  unhappily  led  to  oppose  the  highesttruths." 

Gentleman's  Magazine,  November,  1803. 

'<  In  an  age  like  the  present,  when  Infidelity  seems  to  have  thrown 
^\i^ay  her  mask*   as  no  longer  being  ashamed  to  disclose  her  da^ipg 
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Dront  i—whAQ  a  laxity  of  morals  prevails  CTon  among  belieren,  and 
men  stick  not  to  insinuate  that  an  indnlf  ence  in  crimes  expressly  for- 
bidden by  oar  holy  religion,  will  find  excuse  in  the  eye  of  that  Being,  who 
knows  he  formed  us  fnal  ereaUtreti — at  such  a  season,  it  is  of  the 
bighest  importance,  to  recur  to  the  piety  of  those  oomparatively  few 
bright  examples,  who  will  be  of  singular  efficacy  to  excite  in  us  a 
love  of  God  and  goodness. 

'Mr.  Murray,  with  much  commendable  zeal,  has.  In  the  volume 
before  us,  provided  the  reader  with  an  assemblage  of  virtuous  and 
religious  characters.  The  conduct  of  Uve  greater  part  of  them,  at  the 
approach  of  deatli,  affords  a  lesson  which  all  are  concerned  to  learn— > 
that  <  the  fear  of  the  Lord '  alone  *  is  wisdom,*  and  to  depart  from 
evil  the  only  '  understanding.*  "  Criikal  Jteview,  Jum,  1803. 

*'  This  judicious  biographical  selection  is  already  too  well  known^ 
to  stand  iu  need  of  our  recommendation:  but  we  nevertheless  avail 
ourselves  of  a  corrected  and  augmented  edition,  to  add  our  appn>ba- 
tion,  to  that  which  it  has  justly  received  from  the  most  respect, 
able  classes  of  the  public."  Eclectic  Review,  j^pril,  1 806. 

**  That  *  examples  draw  where  precepts  fail/  is  a  truth  which  has 
been  acknowledged  in  all  ag^s  and  nations:  and  on  the  strength  of 
this  principle^  Mr.  Murray  has  had  recourse  to  experience,  in  evincing 
the  power  and  importance  of  religion.  He  has  thus  furnished  an 
interesting  collection  of  testimonies ;  and  we  wonder  not,  that  a  work 
80  instructive  and  amusing,  as  well  as  impressive,  should  have  been 
generally  patronized.  It  is  a  book  which  may  be  read  with  profit, 
by  persons  in  all  situations :  and,  with  the  rising  generation,  it  may 
answer  the  double  purpose,  of  improviug  them  in  biography  and  in 
Ifirtue."  Monthly  Review,  August,  1801. 

**  This  work,  which  has  been  long  and  justly  admired,  has,  in  the 
last  adition,  received  many  alterations  and  improvements;  and 
in  its  present  enlarged  state,  forms,  in  our  opinion*  one  of  the  best 
books  that  can  be  put  into  the  bands  of  yaung  people.  ^Tbe  subject 
is  grave  and  important;  but  Mr.  Murray  has  rendered  it  highly  in. 
teresting  and  engaging,  by  a  jodictoua  selection  of  anecdotes  and 
examples ;  which,  by  the  intermixture  of  pious  reflections,  he  teachea 
Ibe  reader  to  apply  to  his  own  benefit." 

Guardian  qf  Education,  August,  1803« 
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Of  the  same  Booksellers  may  be  had, 

THE   LATEST   EDiTlONS> 

Of  all  the  other  works  of  the  same  author,  namefy ; 

s,    d: 

1.  Abridgment  of  Murray's  Grammar.     The 

Twenty-Ninth  edition.     Price,  bound,    •     1     0 

2.  English  Grammar.    The  Twentieth  edition,  4    0 

3.  English  Exercises.    The  Fourteenth  edition,  2    6 

4.  A  Key  to  the  Exeroises.     The  Eleventh 

edition, ••.••.26 

Mr.  Murray's  Grammar,  Exercises,  'and  Key  to  the  Exercises,  form 
aitogether,  by  far,  the  most  complete  a^d  judicious  analysis  of  the 
English  language,  that  has  hitherto  been  published.  The  rules  for 
composition  are  excellent;  the  examples  are  selected  with  taste  and 
judgment ;  and  the  execution  of  the  whole  displays  an  unusual  degree 
of  critical  acuteness  and  sagacity."  AnnualReview,  1803. 

<*  Mr.  Murray's  English  Grammar,  English  Exercises,  and  Abridge 
ment  of  the  English  Grammar,  claim  our  attention,  on  account  of  their 
being  composed  on  the  principle  we  have  so  frequently  recommended, 
f>F  combining  religious  and  moral  improvement  with  the  elements  of 
scientific  knowledge.  But  as  it  is  not  a  part  of  our  plan,  to  enter 
into  a  particular  examination  of  works  of  this  nature,  we  shall  only 
say,  that  they  have  long  been  in  high  estimation." 

, «  The  late  learned  Dr.  Blair  gave  his  opinion  of  them  in  the  following 
terms :— -*  Mr.  Lindley  Murray*s  Grammar,  with  the  Exercises  and 
.'  the  Key  in  a  separate  volume,  I  esteem  as  a  most  excellent  per- 
<  foxmmce.  I  think  it  superior  to  any  work  of  that  nature  we  have 
'jet  had  j  and  I  am  perstiaded  that  it  is,  by  much,  the  best  Grammar 
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*  of  €he  English  language  extant.  On  Syntax,  in  particular,  be  bai' 
'  shown  i&  wonderful  degree  of  acutenisss  abd  precision,  in  ascertaininijf 
'  the  propriety  of  language,  and  in  rectifying  the  namberlf>ss  errors 
'which  writers  are  apt  to  commit.     Most  useful  these  books  must 

*  certainly  be  to  all  who  are  applying  tbemselVes  to  the  arts  of  com-' 

*  position.'  ^  Guardian  of  Education,  July*  1803. 

**  This  Grammar  is  a  ptiblicatiotf  of  much  merit,  and  fully  answerf 
the  professions  in  the  title.  The  Appendix  contains  some  of  the  best 
rules  for  writing  elej^antly,  and  with  propriety,  that  we  recollect  to 
have  seen.''  Monthiy  Review,  July,  1796. 

•*  We  have  bere'nr  much  pleased  with  the  perusal  of  Mr.  Murray's 
"  Euglish  Exercises.'*  They  occupy  with  distinguished  excellence,  a; 
m6st  important  place  in  the  science  of  the  English  language ;  and,  as 
such,  we  can  warmly  recommend  them  to  the  teachers  of  schools,  ad 
well  as  to  all  those  who  are  desirous  of  attaining  correctness  and 
precision  in  their  native  tongue."  .  Monthly  Reviewy  July,  >797. 

**  This  book  (English  Exercises)  has  been  -accidentally  mislaid :  but 
we  willingly  repeat  the  praise  we  formerly  gave  the  author  for  bi^ 
English  Grammar.  There  is  great  judgment  shown  in  these  Exercises  f 
and)  what  is  no  common  merit,  the  greatest  perspicuity  in  the  adap- 
tation of  the  examples  to  the  several  rules.*' 

British  Oiiic,  November,  inOS^ 

m 

"  These  Exercises  are  in  general  well  calculated  to  promote  the 
purpose  of  information,  not  only  with  regard  to  orthography  and 
punctuation,  but  also  in  point  of  phraseology^  syntax,  and  precise 
perspicuity  of  composition.**  Critical  Review,  October,  1797, 

**  The  very  general  tfpprobationy  which  this  Grammar  has  received 
from  the*  public,  is  sufficiently  indicative  of  its*  iVierits :  and  we  ha^e 
much  pleasure  in  confirming  the  decision  of  the  public,  respecting^' 
its  superiority  over  all  other  Engfish  Grammars*     We  request  the 
anther  to    continue  hi»    exertioiis  for'  the  instruction   of  the  rising' 
generation.*'  ^iiit^  Review,  Jjthe^lSdt, 
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*'  T&e  materials  of  this  Orammar  bate  been  carefully  and  judiclonsly 
Selected ;  its  arrangement  is  distinct;  and  well  adapted  to  the  purpose 
of  instruction  ;  and  its  expression  is  simple,  perspiicuous,  and  accurate, 
i'he  JppenSx  conthim  a  great  variety  of  useful  instructions  on  purityi 
propriety,  precision,  perspicuity,  fTtrengtb,  and  elegance  of  language." 

«  The  examples  conUined  itt  Mr.  Murlray's  « English  Exercises/^ 
«re  selected  with  great  judgment;  and  are  very  happily  adapted  to 
the  purpose  of  correcting  common  errors  in  writing  and  speaking.** 

Arudytkal  JUvino,  1796, 1791; 

"  The  principle  upon  which  all  the  publications  of  Mr.  Murray,  for 
the  instruction  of  the  rising  generation,  are  founded,  is  such  as  gives 
him  an  unquestionable  claim  to  public  protection.  The  man  who 
blends  religion  and  morals  with  the  elements  of  scientific  knowledge^ 
renders  an  eminent  service  to  society  :  and  where  ability  of  execution 
is  added  to  excellence  of  design,  as  in  the  present  case,  the  claim 
becomes  irresistible.'*  Anti-jacobin  Review,  January,  1804i* 

«'  Mr.  Murray's  Grammar,  aS  vrell  as  his  other  publications,  has  re- 
ceived the  uniform  approbation  of  literary  characters  and  journalistSk 
We  do  not  hesitate  warmly  to  recommend  them  to  the  instructers  of 
youth  in  every  part  of  the  United  States,  as  eminently  conducive  to 
pure  morality  and  religion,  and  to  the  acquisition  of  a  correct  and 
elegant  style.  They  deserve  to  take  place  of  all  other  works  of  the 
same  kind  which  are  now  used  in  our  schools." 

The  American  Review  and  Literary  Journal,  for 
July,  August,  and  September,  1801. 

"  Mr.  Liiidley  Murray's  Grammar  of  the  English  tongue,  has 
grown  into  high  repute.  The  demand  for  it  is  so  frequent,  that  already 
a  ninth  edition  is  published.  This  contains  many  corrections  and 
ndditions,  by  which  it  is  greatly  improved,  as  well  as- somewhat  en« 
larged.  In  Great  Britain,  the  sale  and  circulation  are  uncommonly 
rapid  and  extensive.  And  as  a  proof  of  the  good  opinion  entertained 
of  it  in  America,  the  professors  of  the  Colleges  at  New  York,  at  Prince- 
town,  and  at  Newhaven,  have  adopted  it  as  an  elementary  book  of 
Sastruction^  in  their  respective  seminaries.    A  work  so  well  calculated 
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to  be  vseful  and  popular ;  so  judicioasly  arranged;  and  exeeuted  witfir 
•o  mnch  taste  and  critical  skill,  well  deserves. to  be  put  into  the  handy 
of  etery  person  who  studies  the  language  which  it  is  intended  ta 
elucidate.*'  Mtdkal  and  Uterdry  Repository » for  May,  dune,  and 

July,  lSCi,pubtishedat  New  Verk, 

*  ''  Onr  sentrments,  with  regard  to  the  omission  or  insertion  of  the 
ffelative  pronoun,  are  exactly  stated  by  Mr.  Lindley  Murray,  the  in- 
genious author  of  the  best  English  Crraratnar,  beyond  aU  comparison, 
that  has  yet  appeared.  Imperial  Rewtew,  Sepiemher,  1805. 

**  We  hare  to  cTdse  oOr  avowal  of  the  pleasure,  wfth  whfch  we  hare 
read  this  excellent  work,  (the  Grammar,)  by  expressing  onr  entire  ap- 
probation of  the  author's  Appen^x;  which  will  enabTe  the  student  to 
make  a  propef  tise,  in  composition,  of  the  instructions  dispersed 
through  the  grammar.  It  concludes  with  a  serious  and  affectionate 
exhortation  to  yohth  j  which  manifests  the  purfty  and  S\fs;tntY  of  the 
author's  principles,  as  the  general  execution  of  his  work  demonstratea 
his  talents  and  research.  We  rejoice  that  it  has  attained  to  so  exten- 
sive a  circulation;  and  we  earnestly  recommend  it  to  all,  who  are 
desirous  of  acquiring  a  clear  and  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the 
English  language;  but  more  especially  to  those  who  are  engaged  in 
the  grammatical  instruction  of  youth;  as  we  have  no  doubt  that  they 
will  derive  from  it  the  roost  valuable  assistance  to  their  labours." 

EcUciU  Review,  September,  1805. 

5.  Introduction  to  the  English  Reader.     The 
Eighth  edition.    Price,  bound,  5s. 

**  Our  pages  bear  ample  testimony,  both  to  the  ability  and  the  dili- 
gence of  Mr;  Murray.  His  different  pnbKcation»  evince  much  sound 
judgment  and  good  sense ;  and  his  selections  are  very  welt  calculated  to 
answer  the  intended  purpose.  What  Mr.  Murray  observes,  in  his  system 
of  rules  for  assisting  children  to  read  with  propriety,  is  worth  attention : 
the  precept  with  which  he  concludes  is  particularly  so ;  '  Find  out,  and 
imitote  a  good  example.' "  Britisk  Critk,  November,  1801. 
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6.  The  Engush  Reader.    The  Tenth  edition. 

Price,  bound,  4s.  6d. 

'*  This  selection  reflects  much  credit  on  the  taste  of  the  Compiler  f 
and  the  arrangement  of  the  Tarioas  pieces  is  judicious.  The  pre- 
liminary rules  for  enunciation  are  useful,  and  clearly  delivered.  We 
therefore  recommend  this  small  volume  to  those  who  wish  to  attain, 
without  the  help  of  instntcters,  the  important  advantages  of  thinking 
and  speaking  with  propriety.'*  Monthly  Review,  August,  1799. 

7.  Sequel  to  the  English  Reader.     The   TTiird 
edition.     Price,  bound,  4s.  6d. 

• 

'*  We  have  already  borne  our  testimony  to  the  high  merit  of  Mr. 
Mnrray,  as  an  acute  grammarian,  and  as  blending  in  his  varioua 
works,  with  uncommon  happiness,  a  delicate  and  correct  taste  both 
in  literature  and  morals.  We  are  pleased,  though  not  surprised,  to 
see  that  the  public  has  demanded  a  new  edition  of  the  respectable 
work  BOW  before  us."  Annvat  Meview,  "1904^ 

*'  We  regard,  as  a  very  valuable  improvement,  the  biographical  and 
critical  Appendix,  introduced  into  this  edition  of  the  •'  Sequel  to  the 
English  Reader.*'  This  compilation  appears  more  free  from  objec* 
tionable  passages,  and  better  adapted  to  the  improvement  of  youth, 
than  any  other  of  the  kind  which  we  have  seen." 

Eclectic  Review,  June,  1805. 

*'  The  second  edition  of  this  excellent  school  book  contains  the  ad- 
dition  of  nine  extracts  selected  from  Addison,  Carter,  Hawkes worth,  &c. 
An  Appendix  also  of  62  pages  is  subjoined,  containing  Biographical 
Sketches  of  the  authors  from  whom  this  selection  is  made.  These  are 
executed'  with  brevity  and  neatness.  We  hare  no  hesitation  in  re- 
commending this  selection,  as  the  best  of  its  kind." 

CriUeal  Review,  May,  1805. 
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8.  iNTROpucriON  Au  Lecteur  Fran^ois.     is.  €d.' 

*<  Haviiif  repeatedly  bad  occaiion  to  mention  the  author's  judgment^ 
circumspection,  and  taste,  in  the  selection  of  pieces  for  the  perusal  of 
youth,  we  need  only  remark,  that  these  qualities  are  as  evident  in  the 
present,  as  in  any  former  instance.— We  cordially  recommend  the 
whole,  as  a  yery  useful  assistantt  in  beginning  to  learn,  or  to  teach,  th^ 
French  language;  and  more  especially,  as  preparatory  to  the  study  of 
Mr.  Murray's  former  work  on  the  subject,  to  which  it  is  particularly 
fidapted.**  Eclectic  Heview,  August,  ISO! i 

r 

^«  Legteur  Francois.    Seconde  Edition.    4s.  6d. 

**  Mr.  Murray*8  exertions  are  directed  to  one  of  the  noblest  objects. 
They  are  judicious,  unremitted,  and,  we  rejoice  to  add,  particular! j^' 
acceptable  to  the  public.  His  works  are  distingui^ed,  from  the  mass 
of  school  books,  by  a  correct  style,  a  refined  taste,  and  especially  by  a 
Vigilant  su))Servience  to  morality  and  religion.  This  rolume  is  a  Tain- 
•ble  a<|dition  to  the  jurenile  library,  not  merely  as  being  free  from  the 
gross  defects  of  oth^r  collections,  but  as  affording  the  student  such  an 
introduction  to  French  literature  as  is  no  where  else  obtainable." 

McUctic  Review,  June,  1806* 

<'  Mr.  Murray  may  cTaim  the  proud  title  of  the  friend  of  youth.  His 
numerous  and  excellent  publications  for  the  use  of  yoUag  people,  are 
too  well  known  for  ud  to  descant  upon  them.  The  extracts,  of  which 
the  present  work  is  composed,  do  credit  both  to  Mr.  Murray's  taste  and 
diligence :  they  are  chiefly  taken  from  the  writers  of  the  age  of  Louis^ 
the  Hth,  the  era  in  which  the  French  language  attained  its  highest 
pitch  of  purity  and  refinentent.  The  student,  therefore,  will  find  his 
advantage  in  making  use  of  it,  as  he  will  be  sure  to  form  his  taste  after 
the  most  correct  models.  To  the  youthful  learner  it  is  particularly  to 
be  recommended  ;  as  the  selections  have  been  made  with  the  strictest 
attention  to  propriety,  and  are  not  degraded  by  any  of  that  lax  morality 
and  false  sentiment|  which  too  frequently  characterize  the  literature  of 
our  neighbours.''  XSrUkal  Review,  June,  180#« 
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10.  A  First  Book  for  Children.    The  Sixth  edition. 


f  rice  6d. 


V 


'<  This  very  improved  primer  is  intended  to  pf'epare  the  learner  fov 
the  author's  English  Spelling-^eok ;  and  is  particularly  designed  by 
bim,  to  assist  mothers,  in  the  instroction  of  their  young  children.  This 
little  volume  is  entitled  to  our  recommendatioD." 

Monthly  lietiew,  Aprils  180^ 

11.  An  English  Spelling -Book.     Tenth  edition. 

Price,  bound,  Is.  6d. 

"  Mr.  Murray  has  composed  one  of  the  best  elementary  books  for 
cLildren,  in  the  Roglish  language/'  Critical  Review,  April,  1805. 


''  We  recommend  to  the  public  this  most  important  little  volume, 
tbe  only  work  with  which  we  are  acquainted,  in  the  English  Language, 
for  teaching  children  to  read}  written  by  a  phHosopher  and  a  man  of 

* 

taste.''  lAlerary  Jountal,  Kctembert  I804i 

"  This  is  a  very  neat  and  useful  elementary  book.  The  scale  of  in- 
struction  which  the  author  has  exhibited,  is  accurately  graduated.  The 
reading  lessons  are  very  appropriate,  amusing,  and  useful.  They  are 
likewise  free  from  the  taint  of  the  prevailing^  irreligion.  This  author 
deserves  much  praise  and  encouragement,  for  the  pains  he  has  taken  in 
puiifying  books  of  instruction  :  and  the  English  Grammar,  mentioned  in 
the  title  of  the  present  work,  will  establish  his  character  as  a  writer,  in 
this  impoitaut  department  of  literature.*' 

The  Christian  Observer,  Aprils  1806* 

^  This  little  book  Is  singularly  well  adapted  to  answer  the  purpose  for 
which  it  is  intended ;  and  must  be  an  acceptable  present  to  the  teachers 
of  English  youth.  Mr.  Murray,  who  has  already  displayed  great  skill 
in  the  department  of  instruction,  will  acquire  additional  reputation  froni 
this  manual.  The  rufesj  for  spelling  and  pronunciation  are  good;  and 
the  Lessons,  Examples,  and  Exercises,  are  judiciously  chosen.  The 
book  is  entitled  to  our  recommendation.'' 

Monthly  Review,  April,  li06« 
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Besides  the  favourable  characters  of  Mr,  Murray's  works,  in 
the  different  Reviews,  the  Proprietors  of  the  copyrights  have 
observed  the  strong  recommendations  of  than,  given  by  a  num^ 
her  qf  other  respectable  writers.  From  some  of  these  authors, 
they  have  selected  the  following  sentiments. 

"  Mr.  Murray's  Grammar,  and  Selection  of  Lessons  for  reacting,  are 
the  best  in  the  English  language." 

Walker's  Elements  qf  Eioattioru    Second  Eiitwn. 

^  Since  the  first  edition  of  our  work,  we  have  seen  with  pleasure.  An 
English  Grammar — English  Exercises — and  a  Key  to  the  English  Exer* 
cisesy  by  Mr.  Lindley  Murray.'' 

Edgewrth^s  Pnutkal  Education.    Second  Editwn. 

*'  For  a  full  and  easy  explanation  of  the  Figures  of  Speech,  the  reader 
is  referred  t«  Mn  lindley  Murray's  excellent  English  Grammar. 

Edgev8orth?s  Poetry  Explained. 

^  Murray's  English  Grammar.  This  is  the  most  complete  grammar 
of  our  language.  My  opinion  is  confirmed  by  that  of  the  public,  as 
this  work  now  appears  in  the  Fourteenth  edition." 

Keifs  Elements  of  General  Knowledge,    Sixth  Edition, 

"  Murray^s  Grammar,  together  with  his  English  Exeraises  and  Eey» 
have  nearly  superseded  every  thing  else  of  the  kind,  by  concentrating 
the  remarks  of  the  best  authors  on  the  subject.  They  are  pieces  of  in- 
estimable utility."  Evanses  Essay  on,  the  Education  qf  Ywtth. 

"The  best  English  Grammar  now  extant,  is  that  written  by  Mr. 
Lindley  Murray ;  who,  by  this  publication,  and  by  sevesal  others  con- 
nected with  it,  and  designed  as  auxiliaries  to  its  principal  purpose^ 
has  become  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  every  friend  to  Englbh  litera- 
ture^  and  to  true  virtue." 

Jhr.  MUki^s  Eeirospeet  qf  the  Eighteenth  Century, 
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**  By  Grammar  you  have  been  taught  the  natare,  power,  and  con- 
struction  of  the  Eoglish  language ;  and  that,  not  in  a  superficial  manner, 
but  by  the  most  comprehensive  system  now  extant,  the  larger  Grammar 
of  Mr.  Lindley  Murray;  in  which  the  delicacies,  refinementsi  and  pecu- 
liarities of  our  language,  are  inculcated  and  exemplified. — ^The  un* 
wearied  exertions  of  this  gentleman  have  done  more  towards  elucidating 
the  obscurities^  and  embellishing  the  structure,  of  our  language,  than 
any  other  writer  on  the  subject.  Such  a  work  has  long  been  wanted ; 
and,  from  the  success  with  which  it  is  executed,  cannot  be  too  highly 
appreciated.*'  Du  Abercrombi^s  Charges  to  the  Senior  Class  qf  the 

PhUadeiphk  Aeademy,—fuhlished  1804  and  1806. 


(( 


For  pupils  advanced  in  grammar,  a  better  method  cannot  be  con- 
45eived,  than  is  found  in  Murray's  Exercises  and  Key.  In  these,  the 
faults  and  corrections,  by  being  separated,  and  placed  in  different  books, 
are  happily  calculated  te  set  the  mind  of  the  pupil  at  work,  to  discover 
the  error  by  the  rule;  aud,  by  this  discovery,  to  fix  the  rule  more  per- 
manently in  the  memory."  Walker's  Outlines  of  English  Grammar, 

**  I  need  not  acquaint  the  public,  with  the  merit  and  success  of 
Lindley  Murray's  Grammar;  which  seems  to  have  superseded  every 
other.  Indeed,  when  we  consider  the  plain  simple  mode  of  instruction 
he  has  adopted ;  the  extent  of  observation  he  has  displayed;  and  the 
copious  variety  of  illustration  he  has  added ;  we  shall  not  wonder,  that 
bis  Grammar  has  been  so  universally  applauded." 

WaUta^s  Outhnes  qf  English  Grammar* 


Lately  publisJied,  by  the  same  Author^ 

An  English  Gbammar:  comprehending  the  principles  and 
rules  of  the  language,  illustrated  by  appropriate  Exercises, 
and  a  Key  to  the  Exercises.  In  two  Tolumes,  Octavo. 
Second  edition  improved.     Price  One  Guinea,  in  Hoards. 

"  We  have  had  no  grammarian,  within  the  compass  of  our  critical 
career,  who  has  employed  so  much  labour  and  judgment  upop  our 
aallve  language,  as  the  author  of  these  volumes. — ^^""e  are  of  opinion, 
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fSmt  thti  edition  of  Mr.  Murray's  works  on  Eaglisb  Grammar,  deserves  ^ 
place  in  Libraries,  and  will  not  fail  to  obtain  it." 

British  Critic,  November,  1809. 

*'  We  have  read  this  ivork  with  sufficient  car£,  to  be  able  to  pronounce 
Upon  it,  as  a  work  of  great  correctness  and  perfection.—- The  parts  which 
We  wonld  select  as  deserving  of  peculiar  praise,  and  as  calculated  to 
afford  most  satisfaction  to  the  person  who  reads  the  Grammar  in  more 
advanced  life,  for  the  purpose  of  recoveriug  and  re-impressing  what  he 
learned  in  his  youth,  are,  that  on  Syntax,  and  the  Appendix  to  the  first 
volume,  '  containing  Rules  and  Observations  for  assisting  young  persons 
to  write  with  perspicuity  and  accuracy,  &c.*  There  is  considerable 
acnteness  displayed  under  both  these  important  heads. — ^The  large 
number  of  examples  in  this  work  is  of  great  importance,  not  only  as 
illustrating  the  slweral  rules  which  the  author  lays  down,  but  as  putting 
a  reader,  even  of  inferior  ability,  into  a  capacity  of  judging  for  himself 
liow  far  the  rules  themselves  are  just. — ^We  cannot  dismiss  these  volumes 
without  observing*  that  as  they  are  intended  for  the  higlier  classes  of 
readers,  they  will  be  found  particularly  serviceable  to  instructers,  to 
yoong  persons  who  hare  left  school,  and  to  foreigners." 

Christian  Observer,  yovevdfer,  1 809. 

*'  Mr.  Murray^s  English  Grammar  and  Exercises  have  long  maintained 
their  reputation,  as  the  works  best  adapted  for  the  initiation  of  students 
in  the  principles  of  the  English  language.  They  are  now  united  in  an 
improved  edition ;  printed  with  a  larger  letter,  and  on  a  finer  paper» 
in  a  form  suited  to  the  Library.  The  additions*  it  is  stated,  occupy 
'Ino^  than  ninety  pages  of  the  first  volume  j^  and  are  interspersed  through<T 
ontthe  book.  The  whole  well  deserves  the  careful  perusal  of  every 
student  of  our  language ;  containing  a  copious  and  skilful  analysis  of 
its  principles,  and  many  just  and  ^cute  remarks  on  the  peculiarities  of 
its  idiom  and  construction.**  ^^  Annual  Ueview^  1808. 


'.I  ■■ 

\ 


,J 


From  the  Office  of 

THOMAS   WILSON  an4  SON, 
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